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Vaudeville ‘Revival’ Given Impetus 


By Increasing Army Show-Demand 
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Frequently-talked-of hope that the 
shows now touring army camps may 
hypo vaude by creating a taste for} sien ce 
it among boys who had never be-| The stork has 
fore seen live talent was given an | temporarily 
unusually concrete followup this plans for musicals for next 
week. Morale officer at Fort Ben- | season, Hurry call has been 
ning, Ga., has sent one of the boys at | placed with the New York 
the camp to New York to line up! talent department to try to dig 
talent for a show—to be fully paid up femmes who can sing, dance 
for—at least every two weeks. and pass a screen test. 

Demand for vaude by the soldiers, Studio’s three top terpers and 
most of whom come from Tennessee, vocalists are to have babies. 
Alabama, Louisiana and Florida, fol- They are Mary Martin, Veronica 
lowed a three-day stand of a USO-| Lake and Constance Moore. 
financed Citizens Committee mobile a = 


Marital Stymie 





Paramount 
stymied on _ its 











unit at the camp recently. Flesh-| 
they ate it up with such relish that | 
to obtain shows regularly. | Leblanged for $21,000 
taken most of the tremendous profits 


; . ? 

and-blood actor stuff was pe d N 
strange to most of the recruits and} ertru e lesen S 
the morale officer, Major George A $2, 000, 000 Mansion, 
Sossaman, “is going ‘to unusual lengths 

Sossaman has plenty of coin to 
spend for the purpose, too. He has} 

By JOE SCHOENFELD 
of the post film theatres and the News Note: Mr. and Mrs.” 
(Contin 


Niesen have 
$2,000,000 Oelrichs 
their 


Dod R I ° Oth | villa in Newport, R. I., to 
| daughter, Gertrude, singer, as a 
ger a y in birthday present Miss Niesen’s 
° ° “ Lother bought the mansion for 
Nipping Giants Put | 7° ! 
will spend pa comir 
To Symphonic Music | 2 end in ‘a r new cabana, 


Monte 
ued on page 20) 


room, former 


a at an auction Gertrude 
g week- 


; ; Gertrude Niesen, back from a fly- 
Russell Bennett's ‘Symphony in D ing visit to-her little shack by the 


ths - ro’ } nresentes al a T . 
for the Dodgers’ will be presented | pjyrentine Gardens in Newport, 


¥,.ex-4 Wy ae if ‘ s 44 a~Yr “LS » 
LO Veeck a <n ASM > 0 LPR BRP PI AAAI PILE MY oy he Python rey Let Dl aly py eet OP 


Philharmonic Orchestra under the 
baton of Hans Wilhelm Steinberg, at 
Lewisohn Stadium. Red Barber, 
WOR’s announcer for the Brooklyn 


FLAGSTAD RETIRING 


reribing in the’ leat movenent | AT PEAK OF CAREER 
scribing in the last movement a 


ninth inning rally as the Dodgers 
come from behind to defeat the 
Giants, 

Steinberg. 


Opinion in musical circles is that 


biseat conductor _of tai Kirsten Flagsted is using the war 
- ( \ ) Une 


mre . as an excuse not to return to the 

NBC Symphony, and formerly gen- U. S. from Norway. Last word from 
1 LOITTL i yiway. 4as orc 
eral musical director of om Prank. |" ~~ is ; seh . , abe i 

her came via her isband, who in- 

fort Opera, will be making his first eet ‘ ‘ ‘" ? . 
' formed Marks Levine, her NBC 


appearance this year at the Stadium 
On that date. He was hunting for a 
representative American composition 
when his 13-year-old daughter, 
Sylvia, an ardent Brooklyn fan, sug- 
gested Bennett’s Symphony. Other 
movements of the work are called | 
‘Dodgers Win,’ ‘Dodgers Lose,’ and 
‘Larry McPhail Looks for a Pitcher.’ | 


DAME LIFEGUARDS 
CARRY THE MALE 


Detroit, July 22. 
Last stronghold of the sheer male 
went down here when the state, be- 


Cause of the shortage of beach heroes 
the full measure of | 
hauled aw ay by the draft, hired last achieving e fu s 


women life-guards for several of its | fame. Saturday Evening Post has as- 
State parks. Rental beaches caught | signed Maurice Zolotow to do a pro- 
On swiftly and also put in femme | file on her. 
life-guards to exploit the possibilities. Zolotow, former New York p.a., 
There has been no falling off in|has just sold a piece On Sw ing to 
beach attendance except that males|the SEP. Mag is said to be planning | 
now predominate among the bathers, | to plunge heavily on Broadway fea- 
formerly mostly feminine. tures in the future. 


manager, that she would remain in 
Norway for ‘the duration.” NBC 
has bookings totaling $200,000 for her 
and is still reluctant to 
she'll pass it up 

A couple of years ago, when 44, 
she stated she would retire at 45 
She made close to $1,000,000 in the 
past six years in America and, with | 





known to be desirous of retirir 
her peak. 


‘Bway Rose’ Glorified 


‘Broadway Rose,’ flower- ee | 
protege-pest of Milton Berle, is at} 
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presented the 22-bed-, 


believe | 


a wealthy husband and family, is | 
1g at} 


MANEUVERS 
TO BE REALIGTIC 


Mobile Units Accredited to 
Army Commands But 
Civilian Automobiles Not! 
Wanted—Radio Announc- 
ers and Engineers in Uni- 
form 


MAY BE ‘CAPTURED’ 


Washington, July 22. 

Radio announcers and engineers 
covering this summer’s unprecedent- 
edly broad maneuvers by the newly 
expanded and partly 
United States army will find the 
easy-going ways of special events 
|radically altered. The arms com- 


| 





reatism and no clowning. Radio men 


mechanized | 


| 
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| Leo Carrillo can go, and be welcome, 


, | 
mand wants maximum simulation of | 
| be welcome in Portland again, fol- 


| will be expected to (1) wear uni- | 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Best ‘Goodwill 
re Yet: ~ 


Foreign managers now favor bet- 


ment simply by shipping the best 
|U. S. film product to the Latin- 
Americas and forgetting about Latin- 
American themes. Films with any 
background, excepting Latir,-Amer- 
ica, are the sort appreciated i 
that market, in their opinion. 

It is also pointed out that so much 
stress is being placed on the Lati: 
American ‘good-neighbor’ campaign 

(Continued on page 20) 


Admirers of Lee 0’Daniel 
Would Finance Broadcasts 
From Washington, D. C. 


| 
| Austin, Texas, July 22. 





forms as do regular war correspond- | 





i wood Banks Heavily on New Talent 


To Lure New-Generation Film Fans 
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By JACK JUNGMEYER 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Picture producers are in a mood 
to gamble heavily on new or com- 
paratively unknown talent for im- 
portant and costly films. Recent 
ventures in spotting names new to 
eral. screen audiences have paid hand- 
It's called: ‘Don’t Lear at Me, some returns and have established a 

Just Say Yoo-Hoo.’ | fresh galaxy of potential stars. 
Long-shots from the picture prov-~- 
ji ; | ing grounds, from the stage, from 
Carrillo S Scram-Qut radio and other entertainment fields, 
or without previous experience in 


On Int’) Police Cony. | 2¥ phase of show business, have 


romped in on hazardous assignments 

M k Hi N W d to justify the official chance-takers. 
a es Im ot ante The practice of entrusting leading 
the: | roles in even the most costly pictures 

| to names totally unfamiliar to screen 
Portland, Ore., July 22. audiences has become widespread 

There may be a lot of places where | and in recent months has been great- 
ly accelerated. Hardly a major 
studio that hasn’t thus added incal- 
culable player assets to its money 
talent ranks during the past year. 
So fast has been the exploitation of 


(Continued on page 31) 
Interna- eRe 


‘Twas Inevitable 
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Philadelphia, July 22. 
Harold ‘Buzz’ Davis, WDAS 
program director, has composed 
a new song anent @ certain gen- 











but it’s doubtful that he will ever 


lowing his sudden exit last week 
after only one day of a scheduled 
three-day visit with the 
tional Police Convention, 


1; ar ee ? ° . 
a Pectige 2, Selle Syrvention. Gt TMD Possible Defi 
tend anyway. But the local officials To Hays Scissoring 
In ‘Outlaw’ Testing 


f they had anything against him in 


were willing to let bygone 
be bygones Mayor Earl Riley in- 
vited Carrillo to town, and Police 
| Chief Harry Niles personally per- 
JIniversal to let Carrillo be 


the past, 


Possible defi to the Hays office on 
t} ' ; The Outlaw’ is behind the film’s sub- 

an he yt nore >d figure at he Interna- miss n hv nrodycer HMaward Uy, 
OR ans Daal ON) 

42d 241 ade Q ula 


He was flown up from California, | Pennsylvania last week. ir the cuts 
feted and honored and lavished with ordered are fewer than those de- 


| suaded 


Par PRR 





| gifts. Carrillo was scheduled to ap- | manded by the Production Code Ad- 


tering of the good-neighbor move- | 


Admirers are seeking to organize | 
|a club to finance and sponsor regular | 


Sunday 
| broadcasts 
Governor 
Senator-elect from Texas, 
|take over 
| proposed cel 
jin the ‘W. Lee O’Daniel Preserve- 


‘pass - the - biscuits - pappy’ 
from Washington by 
W. Lee O’Daniel, new 


who will | 
the- toga in August. A} 
tificate of membership | 


} 


| Democracy Club’ has been exhibited | 


| hereabouts. 
Membership fee fo the organiza- 
ition to which anyone would be 


l eligible would not exceed $1 ac- 
}cording to present plans. 


pear as m.c. at the U.S.-Mexican-,™inistration, Hughes intends to 
(Continued on page 24) withdraw from his distribution con- 


“. ai ; s tract with 20th-Fox and send the 


film out minus the Hays office seal. 
ACAPULCA WOULD BE Hughes has been battling for 
months with the Haysians, refusing 
‘ y to give in to what he considers their 
MEX FRENCH RIVIERA inane demands’ for scissoring. To 
end the film out without a Hays seal 
ill mean it will have to be state- 
Development of the resort rf snted through indie exchanges, as 
Acapulca, Mexico, aS a year-round | no major can handle the $600.000 
resort to rival the French Riviera | picture unless approved 
has increasingly become the idea of Hughes’ idea in submitting the pic- 
Mexican show-|ture for censorship in N. Y. and 
ma} Latter has for some years} Pennsy is to find out how much they 
been a factor in the hotel-building (Continued on page 48) ; 
-development setup there. Se 
capitalists have invested, 


$30,000,000 for the pro- QIX QF THE FOYS.MAY 
‘CARRY ON’ IN STAGER 


Joan Crawford-P. Draper 
’ ° 9 Hollywood, July 22. 
Concert Tour via Hurok? = ¢..  gaaic Sorc even We 


Joan Crawford and Paul Draper | plotting to restore memories of their 
as a duo for concert appearances is | father to Broadway next fall in a 
a strong possibility for the coming | stage play, ‘The Foys Carry On,’ to 
long-hair season. §. Hurok is cur-| be written by Charlie and Eddie, 
rently on the Coast negotiating with | Jr. Dick Krakauer, associated with 
Miss Crawford, who, it is expected, , Vinton Freeley and Horace Schmid- 
would give a song recital comple-j|lapp, is here negotiating with the 
menting Draper’s hoofology. younger generation of Foys. 

If it’s no dice with Miss Crawford,! Only absentee in the family re- 
-Hurok will try to sign Eleanor Pow- | union is Bryan, who is too busy as 
/ell and make it an all-stepping pro-/|a producer at Warners to return to 
gram the stage. 


zCarraga, 


and scenic 
Mexican 

reportedly, 

gram. 
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_ Lamborn, Swedish Editor, Clippers 


Hollywood's Sports Cycle 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Hollywood is reaching out into the field of sports to snatch names 
outside of the film star list to decorate marquees. In work now are 
Tom Harmon and Forest Evaskevski of Michigan and Slingin’ Sammy 
Baugh of Texas, who burst into publicity at Texas Christian, and 
Billy Conn, the white hope of the knuckle business. In addition, 
Samuel Goldwyn is about to screen the life of Lou Gehrig, the least 
theatrical of baseball stars. : 

Spencer Tracy is Mrs. Lou Gehrig’s suggestion for the title role in 
Goldwyn’'s forthcoming film biog of the Yankee first baseman. Al- 
though there is no physical resemblance, the widow says, Tracy is her 
choice of an actor who can portray her late husband’s ideals most 
clearly. Goldwyn had his contractee, Gary Cooper, in mind when he 
made the deal. : 

Life of the late James J. Corbett, heavyweight boxing champion, 
is about to be filmed by Warners, with Errol Flynn in the name role 
and Robert Fellows as associate producer. Title of the picture, ‘Gen- 
tleman Jim,’ was Corbett’s appellation as a legit actor between fights. 

Gene Fowler is understood being slated by Goldwyn to screenplay 
the Gehrig film, but whoever does the screenplay will probably be 
assisted by Richards Vidmer, N. Y. Herald Trfb sports columnist, who 
was one of Gelhirig’s closest friends and was doing a biog of him at the 
time of his death. Mrs. Gehrig is anxious that Vidmer have a hand 
in preparation of the pic to preserve accuracy. Paul Gallico, who at- 
tended Columbia University at the time Gehrig was a baseball star 
there, has also been mentioned as a possible writer on the pic. 

















Home; Dot Thompson London-Bound 








Author 


The Chi Trib of July 17 re- 
ports: 

A man entered Paul Romaine’s 
book shop and inquired for 
dream books and joke books. 
The saleswoman, who, noticing 


By GEORGE FROST 

It was mostly ‘newspaperman 
stuff’ on the airlines in and out of 
New York’s LaGuardia Field this 
week. Columnists, publishers, editors 
and writers pushed the tinsel and 
moonbeam contingents into the back- 
ground so that the Press might get 
to and from the great theatres of 
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news packing the world of today 
with the headaches of tomorrow. 

Perhaps, of all the words poured 
into the collection baskets of the 
airdrome’s squadron of scribes, the 
most important phrases came from 
the lips of Rolf Karl A. Lamborn, 
editor of the Stockholms-Tidningen, 
Sweden’s largest daily newspaper, 
who said that freedom of the press 
is still the people’s pride in his na- 
tive country. 

Aboard the same Clipper with 
Lamborn, who was returning after 
six weeks here on business, were 
Paul Patterson, publisher of the 
Baltimore Sunpapers; and Dorothy 
Thompson, New York Post and Bell 
Syndicate columnist. 

Patterson was London-bound to 
‘see what can be seen and hear what 
can be heard’ in three weeks. He 
may do a series of articles on his 
return, if he can obtain any ‘in- 
formation beyond the superficial re- 
ports’ and he declared that there 

(Continued on page 27) 





he was well dressed and curious 
because of the type of books he 
had asked for, inquired if he was 
in the show business. 

‘I'm a writer,’ said the man, 
proudly. He pulled a VarrerTy 
out of his pocket, opened it up 
and showed her an article. 

‘I wrote that,’ he said proudly 
and pointed to his by-line. 

He was Milton Berle. 


Producer-Director-Writer 
Deal for Oboler at 20th 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Arch Oboler, radio writer and 
producer, inked a three-way picture 
deal with 20th-Fox as producer-di- 
rector-writer, 

First triple-credit job is an un- 
titled original, to be filmed in asso- 
ciation with Mark Hellinger. 











Lambs Wash Origin Recalled 


Ist American Wash, at 
Stemmed from 


> <7 wa 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
It was a far cry from the first 
Lambs’ Washing, held on the estate 
of the late Clay M. Greene, Bayside, 
L. L, in 1875, to the one that the 
Lambs held Sunday (20) at the 
Percy Williams Home, East Islip, 
L. I. A special train conveyed over 
400 merrymakers to the 1941 version. 
Quoting from Wallace Munroe’s 
‘History of the Lambs’ Wash’: ‘One 
evening in the early spring of 1875, 
Montague, Harry Backett, Arthur 
Wallack and a couple of congenial 
cronies, who, a few months prior, 
had organized a little supper club 
known as the Lambs... sauntered 
from Wallack’s theatre, then at 13th 
street and Broadway, into Delmon- 
ico’s Restaurant on 14th street, to 
have their nightly bite and chat in 
the Blue Room. Montague, while 
telling. stories of the London Lambs, 
(Continued on page 29) 
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Warner, Bryan Foy In 
Studio and Yacht Deals 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Bryan Foy and Warners are con- 
cluding a new three-year producer 
deal, although the current Foy con- 
tract has not yet expired. 

Off-the-lot deal, meanwhile, made 
Foy possessor of the yacht, Pasha, 
formerly owned by Jack L. Warner, 
who recently bought George Brent’s 
boat, Southwind, and didn’t want a 
fleet on his hands. 








Bayside, L. I., in 1875, 
British Lambs 


Cook Sells ‘Sleepless 
Hollow,’ Ending 17 Yrs. 
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Joe Cook, the host of Lake Ho- 
patcong, N. J., has sold his famous 
estate, ‘Sleepless Hollow,’ and, ac- 
companied by his Four Hawaiians, 
is leaving for a long-cherished trip 
by motor to the northwest. He will 
return in a couple of months by way 
of San Francisco, then deciding on 
future plans. Though he will prob- 
ably go through with a pet ambi- 





Lil Andrus, wh 
Of Hopatcong Laughs deuate? in 1929, bane whan 


Ty Power Strawhats With 
Annabella in ‘Liliom’ 


Hollywood, July 22. 

- Tyrone Power takes a vacation 
from pictures by planing to West- 
port, Conn., for two weeks of straw- 
hat acting with his wife, Annabella, 
in ‘Liliom,’ under direction of Eva 
LaGallienne, starting Aug. 11. 
Following the rural _ interlude, 
Power reports for film work in 
‘Benjamin Blake’ at 20th-Fox. 


COUNT BASIES 
ANTHROPOLOGY 


Boston, July 22. 
Count Basie will lecture on mod- 
ern American music in several col- 
leges close to cities where he is being 
booked for the fall. Arrangements 
are being made by his personal man- 
ager Milton Ebbins with Harvard, 
Amherst, Princeton, Yale, Cornell, 
U. of Chicago, U. of Pennsylvania, 
Columbia, Stamford end the U. of 
California. 
This was brought about by the 
success of his lecture last April be- 
fore the student body at Washington 
University under Professor James S. 
Slotkin head of the university’s phy- 
siology and anthropology depart- 
ments. 
Basie’s talks will be _ illustrated 
with the following septet from his 
orchestra, featuring himself on piano, 
Joe Jones at drums, Walter Page on 
string bass, Freddie Greene on gui- 
tar, Buck Clayton on trumpet, Tab 
Smith on alto sax, and Buddy Tate 
on tenor sax. 


4 Ex-Showgirls Share 
Entire Wm. Guggenheim 
Estate of $1,000,000 


Four former showgirls are named 
as equal and sole beneficiaries of the 
entire estate of William Guggen- 
heim, millionaire philanthropist, who 
died June 27 at 72 in New York. 
Will, to be filed in a few days, makes 
no provision for the widow, Mrs. 
Aimee Steinberger Guggenheim, or 
a son, William, Jr. Estate is esti- 
mated at $1,000,000 or more. 
‘I give whatever property I have, 
wheresoever it may be situated, real, 
personal or mixed,’ the will réads, 
‘to the following: Mildred Borst, 
Lilyan Andrus, Mary Alice Rice and 
Florence Sullivan, share and share 
alike.’ In explaining the absence of 
a bequest to the widow or son, the 
will states, ‘I have made ample pro- 
vision for them during my lifetime.’ 
However, Mrs. Guggenheim’s attor- 
neys declared that ‘when the will is 
filed Mrs. Guggenheim will assert 
her statutory right to receive one- 
third of her late husband’s estate.’ 
Mildred Borst, one of the bene- 
ficiaries, was in various Broadway 
musicals, including Ziegfeld and 
Earl Carroll productions. She lives 
in New York and North Haven, 
Conn. Mary Alice Rice and Flor- 
ence Sullivan also live in New York. 
‘Miss 

















married to Henry Kornblum, a real 
estate broker. He committed suicide 
a few months later and Miss Andrus 
now lives on the Coast. 


Rose’s (P.A.) Challenge 











tion or two, Cook will not leave 
show business. 


The place has been bought by 
Frederick Stocker, who cleaned up 
manufacturing gummed paper. Mr. 
and Mrs. Stockers live nearby on the 
Jersey Lake and have done a certain 
amount of developing, but they in- 
tend keeping the Cook estate in- 
tact, maintaining the tradition es- 
tablished by the comedian-juggler. 
There are fabulous stories about the 
tricks and gadgets on Cook’s place, 
but the facts are that it always was 
most orderly and the novelties were 
for laughs. The grounds and houses 
will remain as is, including the golf 
course with its surefire hole-in-one. 

‘Hollow’ was sold for close to $43,- 
000. It was placed on the market 
slightly more than a year ago for 
$1,000 less. About the time the 
Stockers sought the property four 

(Continued on page 62) 





. Offer was made by Billy Rose to 
|Charles A. Lindbergh on Saturday 
| (19) to rent Madison Square Garden 
at Rose’s expense if the Colonel 
would make a speech ‘condemning 
Hitler and his gang.’ Midget show- 
man’s only stipulation was that a 
feature of the rally be a public beat- 
ing out of shape and melting down 
of the medal the flier was handed 
by the Nazis in 1938. 

Rose’s offer, undoubtedly not done 
without the inspiration of Mike Mok, 
his p.a., followed Lindbergh’s re- 
quest to the President that he be 
publicly vindicated of charges by 
Secretary Ickes of pro-Nazi lean- 
ings. 

‘I understand that your speeches 
are prepared by others,’ Rose con- 
cluded his wire. ‘In the event that 
your ghost writer does not relish this 
particular job I stand ready to ask 
a real American like Robert E. 


a 





THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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Chicago, July 22, 
Still packing ’em in at the Chez Paree: What crowds! Now I know what 
kind of a life a sardine leads. . 
Entertained a couple of Iowa farmers the other night....I gave them 
back some of their own corn. 
So hot here last week—in order to keep cool I went to bed with my 
fan mail. 
Trained out to Arlington Racetrack. In the parlor car the porter brushed 
me off and on my way back he brushed my underwear... .lost my shirt! 
Met a wiseacre in the Loop that owed me $10. P.S—He now owes 
me $15. ; 
Broadway Department 
Sonny Schuyler went on his vacation and sent his girl a post card: 
‘Scenery is here, wish you were beautiful.’ 
One Catskill resort is getting ritzy this year. In order to go up there, a 
herring must come from a good family. 
Moss Hart went to the opening of a Broadway show that moved very 
fast, but sad to say the audience moved faster. ~ ; 
Chuck Green knows a phoney who owes so much money he has his pic- 
ture in every finance company, with a sign under it....'N. G.’ 
Holly woodiana 

Mack Gordon knows a producer in Hollywood who was never success- 
ful because he never had a nervous breakdown. 
Phil Silvers asked his girl, ‘How about some Gin-Rummy” She 
answered, ‘!’!! drink, but don’t call me names.’ 
Know an extra in Hollywood whose mink coat was so cheap—the moths 
hired doubles to eat it up. 
Jimmy Fidler was at Ciro’s last Sunday. He was so tired he couldn't 
keep his ears open. 
Jack Benny saw a sign on the Arizona border: ‘Panhandlers are not al- 
lowed to enter California without picture contracts.’ 

Music Department 
Do you think B. M. I. songs will bring back minstrel shows? 
John Barrymore and W. C. Fields are forming a new musical organiza- 
tion to be called ‘Tipping Rkythm.’ 

Radio Department 
Fibber McGee knows a radio comedian who has low blood pressure.... 
and Crossley to match. 
The Brotherhood of Elevator Operators are going on the air with a new 
program called ‘Caught in the Shaft.’ 

There’s No Truth to the Humor 

That Ben Bernie puts the hair on his toupee up in curlers every night 
....That Bing Crosby has his shirts made for him by an awning manufac- 
turer....That Warner Bros. is making a picture called: ‘The Bride Came 


To Lindbergh; $1 Gate! tre: Pa en oe. casor 


C.O.D. F.O.B. via T.W.A.’ 


fifth grade. 
scientifically cooled.’ 
a pin bail machine.’ 
with an X.’ 
Wanzer & Palmer 


Harry Hines 
Luster Bros. 


Hangnail Descriptions 
Cab Calloway—Crazy with the Beat....Mickey Rooney—Leo the Lion’s 
Jockey...Broadway Rose—the Pig-feld Girl...Rochester—Dark Victory 
Observation Department 
One good thing about the Conscription Bill it got my cousin out of the 
Saw a sign on the Harris theatre in Chicago: My Sister Eileen’— 
Eavesdropped at The Ivanhoe: ‘She’s made a fool out of more men than 
Eavesdropped at The Rrumba Casino: ‘He’s so illiterate he even speaks 


Whatever Became of ? ? ? ? 


The Rios 
Stanley & Birnes 
Reed & Duthers 


Afterpiece 
Don’t think writing this column hasn’t been fun....because it hasn’} 





Meantime Some 55 New 





Laura Lee Still Has 
That Show Biz Urge, 
Helps On Army Shows 


Mrs. Lou Payne, the former Laura 
Lee of pictures and stage, has been 
quite active recently staging soldier 
entertainment at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J. For one thing, the Paynes 
have a home in nearby Elberon, 
N. J., and it’s part of her civic in- 
terest. Her show biz background en- 
ables her to line up important talent 
such as the show that went to Mon- 
mouth Monday night (23), including 
Harry Richman, Ethel Shutta, Bert 
Wheeler, Emile Boreo, Chandra- 
Kaley Dancers, Al Bernie, Shep 





(Continued on page 19) 


HONOR TED LEWIS 


Orch Leader Celebrates 
Stage Performance 











50,000th 





Ted Lewis’ 50,000th stage perform- 
ance was given a special sentimental 
celebration on the stage of Loew’s 
State, N. Y., Monday night (21), im- 
mediately following his last regular 
performance of the day. Al Rosen, 
State’s manager, planned the affair 
and a number of Lewis’ show biz 
pals showed up to take part in an 
‘afterpiece’ that ran over an hour 
and was an extra show for the cus- 
tomers. 

Ted Friend, N. Y. Mirror’s nitery 
columnist, m.c.d the anniversary pro- 
ceedings and Billy Vine, Yvette Ru- 
gel, Ted Straeter, Bee Kalmus, 
Henny Youngman, Block and Sully, 
Dolly Dawn, Belle Baker and Benny 








Sherwood to write it for you... 


Fields participated. 


- 





Schumann Quits on ‘Hut Sut’ Profits 


Publishing Houses Have 


Started Since ASCAP-Radio Feud 


Since the ASCAP-radio schism ex- 
actly 55 new independent music pub- 
lishing firms have come into being, 
according to the Contact Man’s 
union. Of these, 45 are still active, 
with one, two or three songs. 

Perhaps one of the most signally 
successful, Walter Schumann of Los 
Angeles, with ‘Hut Sut Song,’ is quit- 
ting the business with his profits 
from that number which started as a 
hobby venture in the first place. 


RABINOWITCH AWAITS 
DANIELLE DARRIEUX 


Gregor Rabinowitch, French film 
producer of Russian extraction, is 
awaiting Danielle Darrieux, his 
star in France, who is due over Aug. 
24. The French gal, formerly in 
America for Universal and who 
starred in ‘Rage of Paris’ until con- 
tractual committments to Rabino- 
witch took her back to France, is 
currently in Cannes. She plans to 
join her manager in U. S. unit pro- 
duction. 

Rabinowitch, meantime, is going 
with his family to Lake Placid, 
N. Y., for the summer. He, because 
of his Russe background, and also 
because he was an honorary Aus- 
trian citizen (personally made so by 
Dolfuss at the time he produced pic- 
tures in Vienna), was personally 
tangled up on his passport. For an 
entire year Rabinowitch was in en- 
forced idleness in Cannes until his 
papers were set in order, only ar- 
riving in the U. S. two weeks ago. 

His Cine-Alliance produced in 
Paris and Berlin, multi-lingually, 
and until the French occupation he 
was personally welcome to the Naz! 
picture business for reasons of in- 
dustry. 
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LEGIT IN PICTURE HOUSES 





Bands ‘Convoyed By Canadian Border 
Inspectors to Escape Long Delays 





Some bands going into Canada for | 
dance dates have found a new way 
to get around border delays and red 
tape. Instead of being held at ports 





ee fi, 


of entry sometimes for as long as, 


three to four hours by customs offi- 
cials, outfits go into the country un- 
der ‘convoy’ of a customs inspector 
who sees to it that no rules are vio- 
lated. His time is paid for by the 
promoter who booked the band. 


As it is now a group entering | 


Canada is held at the border while| 


a manifest is filled out itemizing 
names of men, number of instru- | 
ments and other property, and a 


cash bond is posted insuring that 


everything listed will be brought out | 


again. Ann Richardson, of Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, developed the 
She 


New Glamor Boys 


Hollywood, July 22. 

The new aristocracy of Holly- 
wood are young executives in 
the aviation and other defense 
industries hereabouts, according 
to the landlords. They're the 
ones now leasing the smart 
houses in the film capital: and 
motoring to the sundry aircraft 
centres for work. 


Incidentally, even the picture 
bunch admits there’s more show- 
manship in aviation than Holly- 
wood ever boasted, and is really 
making pictures a road company 
when it comes to fancy exploita- 
tion methods and romance-of- 
industry stuff. 








‘convoy’ system. prepares | 
proper manifest forms in advance, 
notifies Canadian customs of when} 


and where the band will enter and 
arranges for an inspector to meet|! 
it: latter simply climbs aboard the 
outfit’s bus and sticks with it as long | 
as it remains in Canada. The cost, 
usually about $20-$30, is borne by 
the promoter. 

Advantages of the idea are many. 
It eliminates posting a bond (some- 


| 


times as much as $400, which is tied | 


up for weeks before it’s returned), 


loss of time at the border, and the 
job of turning out baggage for in- 
spection. For the promoter, it’s’ 


worth it to him to know that a long 
border delay won't be a factor in 
making the band late for his job, 
especially if the group is making a 
long jump from a previous night's 
stand. 


MIAMI IS HAVING ITS 
FIRST SUMMER BOOM 


July 22. 
because school teachers from 


Miami, 
Just 


Georgia and the Carolina’s can’t go , 


to Bermuda or on cruises, plus other 
elements, midsummer boom times in 
Miami are surprising everybody 
Many hotels which remain open the 


year round, because visiting school- 
marms are a time-honored custom, | 
now find that not only the short- 
budgeted educators but others have 
decided to holiday in Florida, heat 
or no heat 

Result is that cafes like the 
Dempsey-Vanderbilt’s roorn, Ciub 
Bali, the .Wit’s End, Kitty Davis’ 
Airliner and others, also the vaud- 
film Olympia in downtown Miami. 
a. all doing exceptionally well, 


From $50 to $750 Wkly. 
In Radio in Two Years 


Bob Hannon will substitute for 
Lanny Ross starting next Monday 
(28) on the Franco-American Spa- 
Shetti quarter hours daily at 7:15 
Pm. On CBS. Substitution is for 
two weeks and follows Hannon 
stepping in some months ago when 
Ross took ill, 


There is a success story behind 
Hannon’s rise from an NBC sustain- 
ing 


tenor, at around $50 per less 
than two years ago, to his present 
Teported weekly stipend of $750 
Weekly for the Young & Rubicam 


Special engagement. 


10-YEAR RUN MAY END 


Smiling Ed McConnell’s Continued 
Tenure With Acme Is Doubtful 


—_ 


Chicago, July 22. 





gamer some 10 years on the ether 
or Lin-X, the Acme White Lead 
Product, Smilin’ Ed McConnell may 


lose this sponsor. This follows in- 
Quiries made for possible setting of a 


strictly national spot schedule for the 
account. 

Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency 
fre is figuring’ on a schedule 


{hoped the Bri 


| 


in) 


Some 41 markets, with a show of a 


Calibre entirely 


different from the 
cConnell show. 


' duction, 


CARL LAEMMLE'S 
ESTATE WORTH 
$2,918,908 


July 22. 
Carl Laemmle estate has been ap- 
praised at $2,518,908, 


Holly wood, 


it was disclosed 


AKO, SERLIN 1N 
DEAL ON FATHER 


Theatres Outside New 


ing Play ‘Full Cooperation’ 
NEW TREND ? 


What may be the forerunner 
an affiliation between film 
and legit managers, particularly as 
applied to thé road, is an arrange- 
ment entered into between George 
J. Schaefer, head of RKO Pictures, 
and Oscar Serlin, producer of ‘Life 
With Father.’ So far that is the only 
play concerned. ‘Father,’ which will 
show coast to coast next season, 
will be presented in a number of 
RKO houses, 
Columbus, Rochester, N. Y., Provi- 
dence and several smaller stands. 
Schaefer, who is 
agreed that stage plays 
welcome change of pace to contin- 
uous film fare. He is quoted saying 
that ‘Father,’ regarded as a standout 
for the experiment of placing stows 
in picture houses, will have the ‘full 


organization.’ 

Picture head does not go so far as 
| to indicate the outfit will book plays 
|} indiscriminately, but ventures the 
belief that Broadway hits on 
the road will be welcomed in film 
houses of most major Hollywood 
companies. 





goin x 


CRITIC BACKS DOWNEY 


in Probate court filing. Property 
comprises stock in many corpora- 
tions, Hollywood business properties 
and real estate valued at $150,000 
which includes a Beverly Hills 
home. 

Will, admitted to probate after | 
Laemmle died in 1939, gave bulk of | 
his estate to son Carl, Jr. and) 
daughter Rosabelle L. Bergman. Re- | 


quests also made to many charitable 


organizations. 


BRITISH WAR RELIEF 


GETS SONG ROYALTY. 


First tie-in with the British War 
Relief Society is “Thumbs Up’ by 
Moe Jaffe and Jack O’Brien, which 
Harry Link (Feist) set. 

He’s paying BWRS le per copy 
royalty towards its fund. ASCAP 
waived all restrictions and it’s 
tish cause wiil induce 


nas 


the networks not to restrict lt, 
whether or not ‘peace’ is made with | 
the Society. 


ROBERT GESSNER TO COAST 


Professor of the Cinema at Coium- 
bia Visits Hollywood 

Robe Gessne who heads a new 
Dept. of Motion Pictures at New 
Yo. k Unis “sil leaves for the Coast 
Aug. 21 where he will sojourn until 
he seme starts Sey 23 While 
1 Hollywood Ge: M collec 
good examples of shooting scripts 
appropriate for classroom material. 

Incidentally, his new novel, ‘Here 


is be 
by 


Is My Home, 
fall publication 
ner’s first book, 
filmed by Warners 
Myron Selznick is handling the new 
work. 


Alliance. 
‘Massacre,’ 


Clurman Col. Producer 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Harold Clurman checked in at Co- 
lumbia (Mon.) to. start 
work under 
producer. 
Formerly a Group Theatre produ- 


yesterday 


cer in New York, Clurman was 
brought to Hollywood by 20th-Fox | 
six months ago and has spent the 


intervening time observing film pro- 


ing scheduled for | 
Gess- | 

Was | 
some time ago. | 


a contract as associate | 


} or 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
In his Star-Journal column, Cedric 
j " 
| Adams took to task patrons of a 


downtown nitery who booed Morton 
| Downey, there as a guest for relaxa- 
ition after local ‘Aqua Follies’ 
| appearance, for refusing to sing. 
had taken a bow, but two-or three 
tables of other guests insisted that 
he vocalize and were responsible for 
the booing when he indicated noth- 


his 
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Will Play Number of RKO. 


York—Film Circuit Giv- | 


of | 
interests 


METRO GETS FM 


those booked being in | 


stated to have | 
will be a} 





| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





support and cooperation of the RKO | 


Nazis Encourage French Show Biz 
To Dispel Reports of Low Spirits 





Picket Line Show Biz 


Newcomerstown, O., July 22. 

Striking pickets at the tool 
plant of the Heller Brothers 
Co. at Newcomerstown, O., are 
employing professional enter- 
tainers to help them through the 
long hours spent on the picket 
lines. 

They are also sponsoring street 
dancing to break the monotony. 








RADIO OKAY 
FROM FCC 


Washington, July 22, 


— 


Paris, June 25. 
Defeat and occupation. blackout 
and curfew, restrictions and ration- 


| ing, poverty and unemployment and 


| 


| ing Parisians continues to show a 


/tober of last year there were 


moral and physical depression not- 
withstanding, the biz of entertain- 


steady, definite upbeat. 

With the unshuttering of the Navy, 
a Russian boite, and the Parnasse in 
Montparnasse, Paris now boasts of 
66 niteclubs .nd danceries. In Oc- 
about 
Janu- 
to 


35 hotspets. By 
ary the number 
55. 

The bull market, however, is not 
limited to boites only but to legits, 
music halls, variety houses, film the- 


of 
eased 


the end 
had incr 


tres as well, while restaurants, 
cafes and bars are more than hold- 
ing their own despite stricter re- 


| stric tions and other 


! 


hampering leg- 
islation brought on by present exig- 
encies. 


There are some 175 cinemas in- 


, cluding nabe houses exhibiting Ger- 


man and French films. In the last 
few months the Nazi authorities have 


Two California FM permits were | permitted the French to release some 


authorized Wednesday (16) by the|0f the productions completed 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Establishment of a transmitter | 
in the Santa Monica Mountains to | 
‘cover the Los Angeles metropolitan 
district and adjacent basis trading 
areas of Los Angeles, Orange, and 
Ventura counties, as well as the 
western part of Riverside County’ 


was allowed Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Studios, Inc. According to applicant 
i more than 2,500,000 potential listen- 
ers reside in the 7,000-mile area cov- 
ered by the new area. Pending ap- 
proval of the antenna site by the 
|Civil Aeronautics Administration 


REFUSAL TO WARBLE. 


(which rides herd on antenna towers 
which might interfere with the op- 
ertion of planes in an area where 


| aviation operations are of paramount 


| public 


He | 


FCC added that 
to use the 46,- 


interest). 
Metro couid 
100 ke frequency. 

Class C station construction permit 


‘arrange’ 


was awarded Columbia Broadcasting 
of Hollywood for ‘extended urban 
and rural service from an antenna 
| planned atop Mount Wilson, Pasa- 
dena, subject to certain engineering 
and legal requirements.’ CBS is au- 


ing doing, according to Adams. 

‘Supposing some night you have a 
plumber over at your house for din- 
ner, Adams pointed out in his col- 
umn, ‘When the meai is over you 
say: Now, friends, I want to intro- | 
duce Harry Hockelputch, the plumb- 
er. Let’s all give Harry a little 
hand, Harry. stand un and take a 
bow and then go down and fix the 
leak in the laundry tub.’ 


Adams also pointed out that Dow- 


of her 


'ney had finished a hard turn and 
that his pipes undoubtedly were 
weary. Besides, said the columnist, | 
the performers’ contract probably 


prohibits any outside singing 

‘There could have been a dozen 
reasons for his refusal,’ concluded 
Adams ‘Booing certainly had no 
ylace in the scene.’ 


MENUHIN SHATTERS 
DELL’S MOB RECORD 


Philadelphia, July 
The appearance of Yehudi M 
hin as guest broke the sea- 
son’s record at the Robin Hood Dell 
last Tuesday (15) with more than 
11,000 persons laying about $10,000 
; on the line to listen 
Previous record was the 10,000 at- 
tendance for the Benny Goodman 
concert the eee week. 


soloist 


= Missed the Boat 


July 22 
refugee 


Hollywood, 

Kaaren Verne, actress 

from Germany via England, 

| deportati on through a role in 
Row’ at Warners 


‘Kings 


U. S. Immigration Department had 
| given her until Sept. 4 to get a job, 


else. 


escaped | 


thorized to use the 43.100 frequency 
for this purpose 


MARIA KORDA SUES ON 
PROPERTY SETTLEMENT 


Holiywood, July 22. 
Korda filed suit in superior 
$143,000 and interpret 
settlement with film 


Korda 


Maria 

for 
property 

Alexander 


court ation 


producer 


Action amended a previous com- 
plaint asking her divorce decree be 
set aside. Complainant producer's 
first wiie He's now married to 
Merle Oberon. 

WITH GENERAL LEAR 
Barney Oldfield, Critic Turned Cap- 
tain, Has P. A. Assignment 

Lincoln, July 22 

( B € Oldfield, forme him 
f ewer f the J gO to tne 
om ¢ Gi ( ] of radio pu ] ty fo 
the Seven Army—that’s Lt. Gen. 
Ben (Yoo- Hoo’) “Leat s outfit. As- 
signment carries for three months 
through the Arkansas and Louisiana 
maneuvers, and may become a per- 
manent berth. 


This is the sixth place for Oldfield 


to light in less than eight months 
exercise of his reserve commission, 
all of the assignments having to do 
{with public relations. The Captain’s 
year is up Novy. 24, if that means 
anything 
tlie Laugh Team 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Jack Carson and Jackie C. Glea- 

son, comic duo in ‘Navy Blues,’ con- 


tinue as a slapstick team in ‘You're 

[In the Army Now’ at Warners 
Picture starts July 28, with A 

ward Sutherland directing 


Ed- 


i; being the only 


be- 
fore and during the ill-fated war 
which were collecting dust in the 


(Continued on ) pam 24) 


HARRY JOLSON’S CLAIM 
ON BROTHER AL KAYOED 


Harry 
his brother, 


Jolson’s $25,050 
Al Jolson, tossed 
out of N. Y. supreme court Monday 
(21) when Justice Samuel I. Hof- 
stadter granted summary judgment 
to the star. Suit claimed breach of 
contract in that Al allegedly failed 
to pay Harry $150 weekly to stay 
off the theatrical stage. 

Harry claimed Al was desirous of 
actor in the family, 
and offered him $150 weekly for life 
not to act. Money asked represented 
what was ailegedly owed under the 
contract. Court found the contract 
to be oral, and that it was not per- 
formed within a year of its maki 
which Justice Hofstadter found was 
‘repugnant to the Statute of Frauds.’ 


laa = <== T 


‘ARIE TY | | 


suit against 


Was 


ng, 
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Collegiate Writing Amateurs OK 





—_—— 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Universities are proving ideal test- 
ing grounds for Metro's junior writer 
search to develop new 


wood with original ideas, freshness 
of characters and dialog. Metros 


program of starting a group of new | 


pen and typewriter pushers, fresh 
from the country’s colleges, eaca 
summer, so far has paid off hand- 
somely for the two years it has been 
in operation. Idea of training script 
newcomers was launched a number 


of years ago by the late Irving Thal- 


berg but was dropped for several 
years before getting underway again. 

Success of three writers who got 
their original start during the Thal- 


newal of the school. Trio now have 
e@ number of individual screen credits 
and have been responsible for aiding 
in several money-making 
proving possibilities in store for a 
studio that takes the trouble to bring 
along new scribes. 

Studio points with pride to Waldo 
Salt, Hugo Butler, both from Stan- 
ford, and William Ludwig from Co- 
lumbia. Trio has chalked up a good 
score of writing points and proven to 
the studio that bringing youngsters 
fresh from universities can pay divi- 
dends if properly developed. 

Metro’s recruiting begins arouna 
March of each year when student 
material, selected by some 37 uni- 
versities, is submitted to the studio 
for reading and selection of the best 
possibilities. After considerable 
weeding of the poems, short stories 

(Continued on page 31) 





Endorses Picture Biz 
Glorifying Itself, But 
Not in Reverse Englis 


Indianapolis, July 19. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Some weeks ago I saw your story, 
I think it stemmed from the Allied 
organization in Chicago, that the mo- 
tion picture business could help it- 
self a bit more by self-exploiting it- 


self via its own medium—i.e., the pic- | 


tures it produces. 
It was argued then that the movies, 


instead of glorifying the aviation in- | 


dustry, the trouble-shooters of the 
telephone company, or sundry 
branches of our own national mili- 
tary branches, or historical heroes of 
other lands in other times, might, 
just once or twice, do something to 
represent the film industry in a sym- 
pathetic light. It wasn’t stated in 
your story, but I might add for my- 
self, that whenever Hollywood and 
its product is treated at the source, 


it’s invariably in reverse-English, 
i.e. with a satirical, anti-industry 
stance. 


Try and do that to any other busi- | 
ness and we in the picture business 


hear plenty of squawks. What I’m 
leading up to is the new ‘Tom, Dick 
and Harry’ film (RKO) which I just 
caught at a screening. Already I 
hear that the automotive industry is 


scribblers | 
who have something to offer Holly- | 


pictures, | 


In Metro's Post-Grad Scriptery 








LIKE FATHER, LIKE— 


Young Fairbanks Branches Out as 
Producer-Star 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Douglas Fairbanks is about to at- 
tain his ambition to follow in his 
father’s footsteps as a producer-star. 
In his next picture, ‘The Corsican 
‘Brothers,’ Fairbanks gets credit as 
;associate producer with Edward 
Small as well as double star in the 
| brothers roles. 


Gregory Ratoff is in the middle as 
director. 





PETROL CUT-DOWN K.0’S 


berg days played a part in the re-| 


CANADIAN TOURISM 


Detroit, July 22. 

| Tourist business to Canada has 
|neared collapse following the new 
| Dominion ban on sale of gasoline 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. and on Sun- 
|days, according to the observation 
at this major entry point. Even the 
| amusement business in the numer- 
,ous border cities has fallen off be- 
|cause footloose Americans, who pa- 
'tronized the Canadian niteries and 
‘dance spots, refuse to take the 
'chance of being stranded. 

| G. R. Cottrelle, Dominion oil con- 
|troller, has declared that tourists 
| will receive no concessions in Can- 
'ada. On the day following his an- 
| nouncement, the Automobile Club of 
| Michigan reported that four out of 
}every five telephone inquiries were 
|from prospective Canadian tourists 





who wanted to get ‘exemptions’ or | 


a new route in this country. 


At the bridge and tunnel here it 
|is reported that the nightly flow of 
| Detroiters, who formerly shot across 
| the border to take advantage of the 
| 16% increase on the money because 
| of favorable exchange and also the 
| better liquor prices, are staying 

home. 





Jerry Wald’s New Hitch 
| 





Hollywood, July 22. 

Jerry Wald, former writer, cur- 
| rently co-producing with Jack Saper 
|}on “The Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
j;at Warners, drew a new seven-year 
contract as associate producer. Cur- 
| rent picture in his second co-produc- 
tion job with Saper. His first was 
| ‘Navy Blues.’ 


| Initial picture under his own steam 
will be a tale of the evening prowl- 
ers, ‘Jook Girl.’ 





Perlberg’s ‘Gents’ 


Hollywood, July 22. 
William Perlberg will produce 
\"Ten Gentlemen from West Point,’ | 
at 20th Century-Fox, with Randolph 
Scott starred. 


As Producer at Warners’ 


| SFEFFHFFSFOFEFFEFFSSOSPEO?S 


| Nix for Pix 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Peeveverrccccccccc cc oc eee 


| 
The screwball ‘Mr. and Mrs.’ com- 


edies. 





> . * 


The trailers for coming double- 


feature programmes. 
. 


° 7 


| The newsreel bathing - beauty, 
' motorcycle race, ship launching and 


| rodeo clips. 


* + * 


The depressive inanities of the 


‘comedy’ shorts. 
= 
The flack fancy double-talk for the 

| latest flopola. 


* * 


* * 


The synthetic blurb buildup for 
the latest blonde starlet. 
* - . 
The average director's conception 
of love, romance and marriage. 
* oa - 
stars who imagine them- 
authorities on world prob- 





Screen 
selves 
| lems. 


. * * 





Producers who tell exhibitors how 


| to run theatres. 


*. - * 


Exhibitors who tell producers how 
to make pictures. 
os 


oa * 


The eye-for-an-eye moral payoff 

decreed by the Hays office. 
* * * 

The producer’ brainstorm that 
practically any bandleader or radio 
star is a bet for pictures. 

- +. * 

The daffy stories dreamed up by 
the studio hacks in the attempt to 
prove it. 

* 


o “ 


The Hollywood poison pen and 


mike. tattlers. 


The stuffed-shirt, 
lem solvers. 


| 
U.S.-CANADIAN PIC ON 
HEMISPHERE DEFENSE 


Toronto, July 22. 

With the cooperation of the US. 
Government, the Canadian National 
Film Board will immediately under- 
take the shooting of a picture, as yet 
untitled, dealing with American 
Hemisphere defense and covering 
the interlocking arrangements from 
the Arctic in the Gulf against poten- 
tial enemies, whether these come 
from the Atlantic or the Pacific. 
With the Department of Information 
(Canada) footing the bill, the film 
will be shot 50-50 on locales here and 
jin the US. 
| John Grierson, former director of 
| British-made pictures and now ap- 
|pointed Canadian Film Commis- 
| Sioner, will supervise. 


a 


Nils Asther’s Play 


Hollywood, July 22. 

After finishing his picture assign- 
ments at Metro, Nils Asther goes to 
New York for stage work. Actor is 
wanted by the Theatre Guild to ap- 
pear with Helen Hayes in ‘Candle in 
the Wind,’ the new Maxwell Ander- 
son play which Alfred Lunt will di- 
rect. 


industry-prob- 














Richard Maibaum is scripting, 
from an original by Maivin Wald. 
| 











Also being sought for a forthcom- 
‘ing show called ‘Social Security.’ 





burned up over that scene whereby 
a car, advertised at under $600, is 
Satirically utilized in a comedy se- 
quence to point up that with FOB, 
extras, financing, etc., it actually |; 
costs the ultimate consumer almost | 
twice as much. 

On the other hand, ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ does open with a scene in a 
cinema, with Ginger Rogers and 
George Murphy as the typical boy- 
and-gir] fans, thrilled by the feature, 
hissing Hitler in the newsreels, etc. 
I think that’s one of a few good 
usages that are pro-Hollywood. But. | 
speaking of another argument, also | 





Contrary to general opinion, RKO, 
it has been learned, has not been 


ago—this time from somebody in! Among the film-makers in this cate- 
Detroit—that the films are foolish to | gory are William Dieterle, whose 
play up the favorable aspects of | ‘Here Is a Man’ (formerly “The Devil 


financing, beyond studio credit, indie 
advanced in Variery some months | Producers whose output it releases. 











their chief competitors, such as bowl- 
ing, night baseball, etc., this same 
picture certainly gives the tenpin 


game a great buildup. I should think | 


the Brunswick-bowling alley people 
would urge every one of its customers 


to see ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ because | 


of this alone. 

Anyway, it’s curious to me how 
one film points up three of these 
points: a plug for bowling, a some- 
what satirical sequence about auto- 
financing, and just a casual buildup 
for our own business. 


and Daniel Webster’) is among the 
first block-of-five, and Herbert Wil- 
i COX. 
Dieterle, who spent around $500,- 
| 000 on his maiden effort as an inde- 
| pendent, raised all of it himself ex- 
cept for credit allowed him by RKO 
for rental of studio space and equip- 
ment, which amounted to about 20%. 
RKO subordinated its demand for 
the coin to other creditors. It also 
guaranteed completion money on the 
film. 

Wilcox worked the same way after 





Why not a little more of the last? 
S. W. Jenkins. 


) Edith Cavell,’ 


his first on the RKO lot, ‘Nurse 


Here’s How RKO Finances Units 


Chiefly Studio Credit, But Otherwise Dieterle Raised 
His Own Coin—Wilcox’s Deal 


| financed. It turned in a nice profit, 
incidentally, mostly in England, 
amassing $1,000,000 gross there as 
against $500,000 in the U. S. It cost 
$450.000 to make. 

Wilcox’s three most recent pro- 
ductions, ‘Nanette,’ ‘Irene’ and 
‘Sunny,’ will have to gross a total 
of $3,000,000 in the world market for 
him to get any coin out, although he 
has been gecting a salary. First two 
did better than was generally sup- 
posed and the last, ‘Sunny,’ from 
indications so far in, will likewise do 
okay. With much of the proceeds 
tied up in England, however, plan is 
to have Wilcox go into production 
on his next over there in order to 
use up this coin. He’s now directing 
the feature in Hollywood to which 
all British players and technicians 
are contributing their services, and 





which RKO wholly 


which will be distributed at cost by 
RKO for the British War Relief. 





PIX INFLUENCE 


‘Lady Hamilton’ Reference to Lady 
Halifax Embarrassing 


San Francisco, July 22. 





tures was embarrassingly revealed 
here during luncheon in honor of 
Lady Halifax at Palace hotel. Prom- 
inent socialite, making speech of 
welcome, upset decorum by twice re- 
ferring to the Ambassador’s wife as 
‘Lady Hamilton.’ UA’s ‘That Hamil- 
ton Woman’ recently had its first 
run here. 


Proceedings were being waxed by 
NBC, which edited out the touchy 
portions before delayed airing. Or- 
dinarily, program would have been 
broadcast direct but facilities were 
tied up by more important address 


of Lord Halifax which took place 
simultaneously in another dining 
room. 





NEWSREELS IN A SPOT 
ON RUSSO-NAZI CLIPS 


American newsreels thus far are 
holding the bag on coverage of the 
Russo-German warfare. U. S. news- 





cepting material from Nazi govern- 
ment sources, because not permitted 
to use it as they saw fit. The reels 
have received information that ex- 
cellent camera work is being done 
by the Russian government crews 
with the troops at the front, but no 
material has been made available, 
and thus far the Soviet agents have 
refused to make any commitments 
regarding these films. Hence, this 
has closed up all sources of supply 
for the present. 

| New York newsreel editors have 
been trying to line up some sort of 
deal whereby they can receive ; 
steady flow of action material from 
the Russians, feeling that American 
audiences would prefer to see the 


propaganda material from the Nazi 
side of the line. Efforts are being 
made to get the material through to 
England, and then by plane to U. S. 


Geo. M. Cohan Film 
Biog Scripting in N. Y. 








Script on the life of George M. 
Cohan, which Warners wil) film, is 
rounding into form and will be 
among the biographical film output 
during the coming season. Writing 
is being done in New York, Robert 
Buckner having come from the Coast 
to do the scripting. It’s understood 
that Cohan has no intention of 
changing his mind about going to 
Hollywood personally. 


Warners, a certain amount of fiction 
in the story will be okay, with 
Cohan having the last say on the 
Story. James Cagney will play the 
lead in the picture. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Annabella. 

Larry Barnett. 
David Broekman. 
Harry Carroll. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Edmund Gwenn. 
Parks Johnson. 
Alexander Korda. 
C. I. Menser. 
Henry Misselwitz. 
Joe Norden. 
Harry Norwood. 
Merle Oberon. 
Tyrone Power. 
Phillip Reed. 
Tom Revere. 
Robert Rossen. 
William Schneider. 
S. Sylvan Simon. 





N.Y. to L.A. 


Pat Casey. 
Jerry Danzig. 
Bernard L. Shubert. 


SAILINGS 


July 17 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Doris Gilbert (President Tay- 
lor). 


July 31 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 








Insidious influence of motion pic- | 


reel companies months ago quit ac- | 


Russian side of the fighting than the | 


According to the agreement with! 


The Brushoff Is the Same Whether 
It Happens in H'wood or on Bway 





| 
| By GEORGE McCALL 
When the Broadwayite hits Ho} 
wood he usually hands us natives 
lline like this, ‘What’s with this 
‘burg? Whatta ya got here to rave 
about, eh? So ya got sunshine. Ajj 
right who needs that stuff? What 
‘else ya got? Nothin’ but conversa- 


ly. 


tion. You guys had aughta come to 
New York. That’s the place. Ac- 
,tion. That’s what ya get there, ac. 


,tion. We got everything 
York. Yes sir, everything. 
here Hollywood. . 
bunkaroo.’ 

| Maybe I came to New York ex- 
pecting too much. Perhaps it’s the 
wrong time. To me, at present any- 
| way, New York is pretty much like 
,any other town. Same enthusiasms, 
|Same squawks. The Broadway the- 
atres are all beefing about business, 
So are the theatres in Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Cleveland aid elsewhere, 
|No difference there. 

Business houses say small stuff is 
stagnant, heavy stuff is moving. 
Same story everywhere. 

Night clubs are doing good busi- 
ness. They’re doing good business 
everywhere. So you get a better 
floor show here. Maybe. In Hunt- 
,ington, W. Va., I saw a floor show 
‘budgeted at $2,800 weekly. of 
‘course you couldn’t compare Hunt- 
| ington with New. York, could you? 

There's people here. Well, there's 
people everywhere. You have the 
,milling crowds on Broadway, the 
smart crowds on Fifth Ave. So 
there’s State street in Chicago and 
there’s Michigan’ Blvd. There's 
Woodward Ave. in Detroit. There's 
Wilshire in Los Angeles. Perhaps 
ithe milling isn’t so enthusiastic, but 
the native crowds are there. 

But Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, 
they’re not the center of things. 
New York is. Don’t forget, as far as 
|the natives of those other burgs are 
concerned in their home towns, they 
are right in the center of everything. 
The Detroiter can brag about the 
automobile industry, the Chicagoan 
about the stockyards, the Angeleno 
about the picture industry or perhaps 
ithe airplane factories ... you know, 


in New 
But this 
. it’s strictly the 


the latter are stealing a little of 
Hollywood’s thunder of late. And, 
| of course, we always have the sun- 
shine, yes sir! 
There's Always the Sunshine! 
All right, sell me New York. Sell 


me the action, the theatres, the night 


‘clubs, Broadway. Sell it with the 
enthusiasm which only the native 
New Yorker can whip up. I'll come 


back with the sunshine. 

I've got a few more things up my 
sleeve, too. I'll sell you the brush- 
off. The same brushoff you get in 
Hollywood. It’s here in New York. 
I'll sell you the ‘call me’ routine. 
You know—‘God but I'm glad to see 
you, we must have lunch. I'l call 
you or you call me.’ You got it in 
Hollywood. We get it here. I'll give 
you, I won't sell you, the aciion. 

You have to wait just as long here 
to get an answer as you do in Holly- 

(Continued on page 43) 


Ed E. Rigney ‘Appointed 
| Aide to Matthias Correa 


| Edward Eugene Rigney, young at- 
torney who has been a deputy col- 
lector of taxes, third district, N.Y., 
has been appointed assistant to US. 
j}attorney Matthias F. Correa, who has 
| been attracting attention as federal 
| prosecutor for the southern district 
|0f New York, particularly the Joe 
Schenck-Joe Moskowitz case. Rig- 
|ney’s appointment was made by the 
| Dept. of Justice in Washington. 

| For several years Rigney was as- 
| signed for duty in Varurty’'s office to 
|aid show people in filing their tax 
returns, he being teamed with W. 
Wayne Pierson. Rigney has been & 
protege of former Attorney General 
Robert Jackson, recently appointed 
to the U. S. Supreme Court. 





Lawrence Going Latin? 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Word is going the rounds that 
Jock Lawrence is to pull out as as- 
sistant to Y. Frank Freeman, Pro- 
ducers Association prez, to team UP 
with Jock Whitney's Latin-America 
good-willers. : 

He is reported to have told inti- 
mates the $400 weekly he now draws 
would be ‘chicken feed’ compared 
with the coin he'll draw with the 
Whitney outfit, plus the prestige that 
goes with joining Whitney's depart- 
i ment. 
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BUYERS -SEL 


ED.R’s Blacklist of Pro-Axis Firms | 


LERS’ APATHY 
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In Latin America Won't Affect Pix 








Shattering of the Axis economic 
link in Latin-America by President 
Roosevelt's order last week in pub- 
lishing a list of 1,833 blacklisted 
firms and individuals, deemed as 
serving interests of Axis powers, only 
affected American distributors in a 
minor degree even in the few in- 
stances where Latin-American ex- 
hibitors or distributing firms were 
named. The blacklist is welcomed 
by U. S. film distributors which pre- 
viously had used their own means 
to ferret out pro-Nazi firms. In the 
few instances where native exhibs 
or distribs are named, a new man- 
agement or successor doubtlessly 
will result. 


Although no joint action ever was 
taken via the Hays organization, 
many American distribs have an 
understanding not to service the- 
atres with pro-Axis leanings. One 
distrib recently suggested that 
branch managers in this market 
check to see that no distributor coin 
(American distributors often pay 

art of theatre advertising bill in the 

tin-Americas) went to firms known 
to be Axis-dominated or supported 
largely by Axis paid advertising. 
Halt Shipments 


Several companies also have halt- 
ed the supply of U. S. pix to exhibs 


- 


Schaefer Not Due In 
N. Y. Until Next Week 


George J. Schaefer did not arrive 
in New York on Monday (21) as ex- 
pected, but will be in from the Coast 
the early part of next week for a 
stay attending to affairs in the east, 
following installation of Joe Breen 
as studio head. 

RKO prexy is understood to have 
slipped out of Hollywood for a 
week’s vacation prior to his return 
to New York. 


Major Studios 
Urge Return Of 
‘Sneak’ Previews 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Demand for the return of sneak 











TRADESHOWS GET 
GEN'L BRUSHOFF 


Distribs Already Tiring Of 
Heavy Expenditures When 
Only a Projection Roomful 
Show Up-—Metro Cutting 
From 65 to 32 Exhibition 
Centres? 





Cael 


JUST DON’T CARE 





Possibility, with the continued 
apathy of exhibs toward tradeshows, 
that distribs will abandon the spirit 
and stick only to the letter of the 
consent decree by cutting screenings 


from approximately 65 cities to the 
required 32 keys, was being studied 
this week. Film companies, to make 
the showings more corivenient, have 
been slating them in more than 
twice as many cities than required. 


Despite the efforts, however, to 
add to the attractiveness of coming 
to tradeshows by eliminating neces- 
sity of traveling to exchange cen- 
ters, great majority of exhibs con- 
tinue to spurn them. Turnout has 


Trade Conjectures on UA's Proposed 
New Theatre Circuit, Especially 





As to Whence Will Come the Houses 





Roach On Deal With 
Banks for Pic Coin 


Hollywood, July 22. 


Hal Roach igs expected to close a 
deal with two banks for the bank- 
rolling of five pictures. 


Financial institutions involved in 
the negotiations are the Bankers 
Trust Co. of New York and Security 
First National of Los Angeles, 


Par's New Chi 
House (Not B&K): 
Other Building 


Chicago, July 22. 











. 4 


Arthur W. Kelly’s announcement 
last week of United Artists’ plans 
to establish a theatre circuit has 
led to considerable conjecture in 
the industry as to how completely 
such a program can be carried out 
under present conditions. Many 
execs close to the national theatre 
situation feel it will be almost im- 
possible for UA to organize on any 
large scale the type of chain it de- 
sires. 

UA’s obvious need is for first- 
runners and, it is pointed out, there 
are very few suitable such houses 
available. UA’s solution is to build, 
but theatremen ask: ‘What will the 
houses do for product when there 
aren’t enough UA pictures to play. 
Other distributors won’t and can’t 
sell away from their established ac- 
counts, 


Philadelphia situation is pointed 
to as an example of the impossi- 
bility of running on UA product 
alone. Under the agreement by 
which Warner Bros. operate the Al- 
dine there, it is strictly a UA show- 
case, as long as the latter company 
has films for it. It is frequently nec- 


showing Axis newsreels and so- | previews, outlawed by the consent|>®en about the same so far this; Paramount is readying to build a/ essary, however, to use other distribs’ 
called propaganda films. In spots | decree, is under way at five major | Week as during the initial stanza/ theatre in Maywood, westside sub-| Pix and the house shuts down alto- 
where one-year contracts are in | studios, all signatories of the com- | Starting a week ago Monday (14). urb, for operation the first of the| gether each summer, the lack of a 


existence, these are being permitted 
to run out, but will not be renewed 
with exhibitors having Nazi or Fas- 
cist leanings. Many major companies 
attempted to duck long-term pacts 
before, and the new blacklist may 


actually outlaw the contracts which | 


UV. S. companies have been attempt- 
ing to eliminate for some time. 

American distributing companies 
have point-blank refused to spend 
money advertising in Latin-Ameri- 
can dailies with pro-Nazi editorial 
policies, even over the protests of 
exhibitors who considered the news- 
papers good ad mediums. 


pany and all complaining that the 
nixing of sneaks was sneaked over 
|as a joker. Plaintiffs are Metro, 
| 20th-Fox, Paramount, Warners and 
| RKO. 

Companies contend that a sneak is 
an essential part of picture produc- 
tion, necessary in the final editing 
and in the elimination or addition of 
scenes to enhance entertainment 
values, 

Since the signing of the decree 
there have been several technical 
violations in the preparation of 1941- 
42 product for showing to exhibitors, 
but spokesmen for the majors assert 





Metro and RKO, the only two 
companies to have had trade show- 
ings so far, particularly feel that 
much money is being wasted in 
renting theatres and shipping film to 
cities where screenings are not re- 
quired by law if exhibs aren’t to 
come. What appears to be certain, 
whether or not the supplementary 


(Continued on page 25) 


‘JOE KENNEDY BACK IN 
PIX’ REPORT UP AGAIN 








year, to seat 1,600. 


House will not be operated by 
Balaban & Katz here, but will be 
operated direct from home office in 
New York. 


This is the first important thea- 
tre building since the Esquire was 
put up on the near northside a 
couple of years ago, and is the first 
national circuit construction in sev- 
eral years. 





New 1,000-Seater 
Lincoln, Neb., July 22. 
New 1,000-seat State is going up 
here this*summer. 


cooling system being only one of 
the reasons. 


° Matter of Product 


Towns where other product is 
available are said to be virtually 
non-existent. ‘Who’s been waiting 
for UA to come along?’ one exec 
queried. ‘If it were possible to get 
product someone else would have 
been in there to build long ago.’ 

UA’s plan to get around all the’ 
objections raised is to seek out small 
downtown houses getting slough-off 
product now and to buy in on the 
| prospect of the exhib getting him- 





aceme r| self a lot of extra coin by having 
, Crackdown on the Axis firms in| their confidence that there will be T. B. Noble, Jr’s ee een. | UA pix. It is said that the $6 000,000 
: Latin-America is not expected toj|no trouble, because the sneak ciause Tr Mls yg 8 s | ahi 3 : , aes 

change the status of U. S. distribu- | was overlooked when the decree was erer’s Variety which goes into the| which Kelly stated was available 





Report that Joseph P. Kennedy, 


| could be 


: : Aigo ; heap as part of a street widening pyramided into a terrific 
| tors in Axis-dominated European up for signing. Counsel for the stu- formerly U. S. ambassador to Great program, new house will be operated | number of Houses by this process. 
| countries, nor the release of funds. dios majors is prepara:ng & modifica- Britain, first head of the Sceurities &| on a class basis, whereas Variety is | Meantime, however, since the an- 

The small amounts still due from tion for submission to the govern- Exchange Commission and previous subsequenter. Of stadium type con- | nouncement of its plans UA bas 
+0 ent re ame a eee to that long identified with the film] struction, State will give Noble-| been receiving a flock of offers of 
L rane pe ape Mi to dribble in agate business, would return to the pic-| Federer closer break with Lincoln| partnership in houses. Most of 


are the Axis 


Amounts of $5,006 


released whenever 
powers see fit. 








Max Gordon Stays Col. 




















ture industry in an executive ca- 


pacity, was revived again this week. 











Theatre Corp. now operating three 
A houses. Former have Variety, 














them, of course, aren’t desirable or 
the owners wouldn’t want to sell, 




















' er oT aa re = In just what capacity is not men-| town’s No. 2 house. Part of State oc-!| but UA is going over the possibili- 
onthe. aig high - pneee meee But His Partner Goetz tioned, but actual deal would bej|cupies ground over which stood the | ties. , . : 
ie out of this market in recent PR Nefe Ae thi : 29. wned by Noble- : 
1 weeks. but they are trom old ac- | consumated within the next four | Kiva, 439 seater owned »y Noble One of the questions that has 
4 counts, just now being released to (Plus Ratoff) Go PA) mons latest report has it. (Continued on page Ss) arisen is: ‘Won’t UA be forced to 
American companies. None of this If and when Kennedy returns, it come under the conditions of the 
e represents new business, because U. = would be via a substantial buy-in consent decree if it becomes a thea- 
‘ 8. distribs aren’t operating in these| Announcement by Arthur W./into the company he would join. Geo. Browne Loses tre-owner?’ Kelly answered that 
countries today. Kelly, United Artists chieftain, at a| Because Floyd Odlum has been \ last week by saying it was the ‘pro- 
press conference last week that Max| anxious to have him return to the Motion to Quash U S ducer-exhibs’ and not the ‘distrib- 
Gordon was leaving Columbia to be-| picture business, RKO is named as Ailes utor-exhibs’ to whom the Govern- 
K-A-0’§ ARREARAGE come associated with Harry Goetz in| the company with which he would | di V Hi ment objected. Most observers were 
a a UA production unit brought a| re-affiliate. Exact spot he would fill nl ictment S. FHM) at a loss to decipher the fine dis- 
R DIVIDEND OF $17 50 squawk from both Gordon and Col.| thus far has not been divulged. tinction so far as the decree goes. 
3 aa eo eh eR George E. Browne, president of the 
" Gordon when he was actually refer-| Kricksen Preludes Gen’l International Alliance of Theatrical | DIETERLE-GLETT SET 
A Carrying out its previously an-| ring to Gregory Ratoff. “4 Stage Employees, yesterday (Tues- | 
; nounced intention of clearing up all| Gordon and Goetz have long been Wanger Studio Shakeup day) lost a plea to quash an indict- | FOR TWO MORE AT RKO 
t errearages of the 7% convertible | partners in legit production and both ahd Se a Te eid: aie hee, ih Meelis 
preferred stock, Keith-Albee-Or-| are now working at Columbia. | General shakeup of Walter Wan-/| ment against him by the unten | _ 
e pheum directors last week declared | They have separate producing units, | 8& § Coast staff is expected to fol-| ment, in which he was charged with | is , 
aa a dividend of $17.50 per share on out-| but each is financially interested in | low resignation, effective Aug. 2, of violating the anti-racketing act. | Hollywood, July 22 
1e standing stock, paying it out of|the output of the other. However, Clarence FE. Ericksen, who has served ten Cok en ta ee ieticent | George J. Schaefer, RKO prez, has 
: operating surplus. This covers the | while Gordon takes active charge of | 25 V-P. and g.m. for the past three | aaah ene a Pi bth ngs exercised his option for two more 
S- 10 quarterly periods ended June 30|his unit, Goetz is teamed up with | Years. Ericksen handled the bank- | ©® hk cane 1e ed “ — writ- pix by William Dieterle and Charles 
to last. ; |Ratoff who handles the actual pro-|ing contacts for Wanger and was | Browne and William gprudl his | Glett, to be made in 1942. Dieterle’s 
~ Company aeuenitves tind ennnunced | duction. jalso the liaison man between pro- pot = aahastias Gakdaee teee Fpomine | ‘Here Is a Man’ (‘Devil and Daniel 
a that such action would be taken as| While Goetz and Ratoff leave Col duction and sales, acting as go-be- | phe Cont my oo ) vey ew 8, | Webster’) will be released in Sep- 
bk: part of the reorganization and weg |for UA after their first and only pic tween for the studio and Harry | ne woerare.. pe arne! Bros. and tember, while ‘The Band Plays On’ 
ss lificati : 43, \for the studio, Gordon will remain} Kosiner, Wanger’s eastern rep, as FaFAMouns, in violation of the anti- | will be his second feature under his 
ed Piification plan recently approved in | Nae "aly hee e aca btntc? racketeering laws. original pact 
toto. The payments eliminate all ac- on. Among _other things on- his} well as with United Artists’ h.o. Saati thats a git pact. | ; 
crued dividends on this preference | Slate is. filmization of My Sister} prior to joining Wanger, Ericksen| tin Conboy, former US. attor- First film under the lifted option 
issue. Eileen,’ legiter which he and Goetz/}.4 for many years been associated | "©: argued Browne's motion and | will be ‘The Life of Samuel Gom- 
Divvy is payable Aug. 7 to stock | Produced and screen rights to which | with the late Douglas Fairbanks. Ac- — Ran fhe a. gage neon pers,’ Schaefer announced. Pic was 
on record July 31 Col now owns. Criss-cross of his companied by his wife he will motor wa: 0 indefinite, that the acts al- originally to be made with coopera- 
: and Goetz’s interests are expected! ¢.-+ ¢rom Hollywood for a holiday. leged were insufficient to constitute|tion of American Federation of 
- to continue despite the forthcoming | ~~~ . ried werd ert law, raphe Labor (Gompers was first prez), 
la . — swi i istribs. 1e anti-racketeering statute itse i 
use Reinhardt Enlisting en: Ot e is vague, indefinite, and an uncon- ee ee coe 
“O- Hollywood, July 22. Ratoff Incorporates Nick Schenck on Coast stitutional exercise of Congress’ é 
up Gottfried Reinhardt enlists in the Sacramento, July 22. powers under the interstate com- Capt. Roosevelt West 
om - S. Army after finishing Garbo’s| Gregory Ratoff Productions filed lin eeed Site vie merce clause. Hollywood, July 22 
next picture at Metro. | incorporation papers here as a film Hollywood, July 22. U.S. Attorney Mathias F. Correa inmate Troe 
ui Producer was deferred several Producing company, listing 1,000 Nicholas M. Schenck, Metro prez, |in opposing the plea, cited the Su- Capt. James Roosevelt is due here 
ws Weeks ago for six months. but de- | shares of capital stock, without par. | gets in this weekend for seasonal | preme Court rulings in upholding this weekend. 
ed Spite being beyond the 28-year age| Corporate directors are listed as visit. the statute in the Local 807 Team-|} He may be stationed here as lia- 
8 limit for inductees he will volunteer | Ratoff, Harry Goetz and Harry| Will huddle with studio execs on |sters Union, and in the Apex case. | ison between Naval intelligence and 
na his services. | Sokolov. production and sales matters. Bioff did not join in the motion. 
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the film industry. 
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Pix Biz Protests Excess Profits Tax 


Proposal as 


4 





Proposal to change the excess 
profits tax law, so that corporation 
taxation would be figured solely on 
company capitalization, is not viewed 
with favor by major picture com- 


panies, particularly those with thea- 
tre interests. The large number of 
theatre properties naturally increase 
the capitalization of such film com- 
panies. And if the excess profits 
tax is based solely on this, they 
would be forced to foot a heavier 
tax bill than under the present two 
basis plan—on average earnings and 
also on capitalization. 

Many picture companies probably 
would register protests to a change 
in the excess profits setup, but 
latest indication is that any change 
will not gain enough support to push 
it through Congress. House Ways 
and Means Committee yesterday 
(Tuesday) rejected changes that 
would impose heavier taxes. | 

Present excess profits tax align- 
ment was changed from the original 
proposal largely on the vehement 
protests of Universal. U contended, 
through J. Cheever Cowdin, chair- 
man, that the original plan made 
no provision for a growing company 
—in fact penalized it for being suc- 
cessful and not through any connec- 
tion with national defense spending. 
Universal’s theory was that the 
company just emerging from finan- 
cial woods should not be crippled 
by heavy taxes. In protesting, it 
acknowledged willingness to. pay 
whatever percentage was ordered 
just so that amount was the same 
for all corporations. 





Hays Reiterates Pix 
Should Amuse Only, 
Not Propagandize 





Hollywood, July 22. 


Charging that national defense is 
the one vital thing to the motion 
picture industry today, Will Hays, 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducets & Distributors Assn., in a 
statement frankly declared that ‘our 
present job is not only to figure 
stresses and strains of machines and 
material but to figure the margin of 
safety for stresses and strains which 
concern men, women and children.’ 
He said citizens and soldiers must 
be equally ready for the present-day 
task, and that screen entertainment 
will play its definite *part. 

Hays lashed out at the few on the 
fringes of the industry who think 
that if they could break the Motion 
Picture Production Code they could 
improve the boxoffice appeal of pic- 
tures. 


‘No real factor in the production, 
distribution and exhibition of pic- 
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enalty on Success 


Studio Contracts 














tures wants to depart from the 
standards of wholesome entertain- 


ment,’ Hays said, ‘that now mark | 
for | 
Only those| 


the industry’s earnest effort 
proper self-regulation. 
in whom originality is dried up be- 
lieve they need to pick up themes 
or treatments in the gutter...’ 


Regarding national defense, he 
said, ‘Motion pictures have a definite 
service to perform and I have every 
confidence in their ability to do the 
job. Pictures speak for pictures, and 
the coming season will show films 
which reach a more successful and 
more significant entertainment level 
than ever before. .The great func- 
tion of the entertainment screen is 
to entertain, and in both scope and 
variety the pictures now planned or 
making in Hollywood studios will 
live up to that principle.’ 

Hays fails to see eye to eye with 
those who’ want the screen to sub- 
ordinate its function of recreation 
for any cause, stating ‘There are 
those who would use the screen to 
bemuse, rather than amuse, the 
American public. The screen has no 
room for such propaganda.’ 





Taurog Turns on His Heel 





Hollywood, July 22. 


Norman ‘Taurog, originally as- 
signed to direct ‘Kathleen’ at Metro, 
shifted over to the pilot job on 
‘Achilles’ because the ‘Kathleen’ pro- 
duction has been delayed by story 
changes. 


Harold S. Bucquet took over Tau- 


rog’s chores in ‘Kathleen,’ which 
stars Shirley Temple. 





Hollywood, July 22. 
Dick Nelson drew player contract 


at 20th-Fox. 


Arthur Arent inked writer pact at 


Warners. 


Diana Hill’s minor contract with 


Warners approved by superior court. 


Eddie Blatt renewed by Warners 


as dialog director. 


DeWolf Hopper, Jr., drew an op- 


tion lift at Warners. 


Dennis Morgan renewed by War- 


ners. 


Robert Planck inked cameraman 


contract at Metro. 


William Shirley’s player option 


picked up by Republic. 


Hugh MacMullan renewed as dia- 


log director by Warners. 


Walter Pidgeon renewed by Metro. 





WBS ACTIVITY 


INTERESTS 
WALL ST. 


8 

With Warner Bros. common and 
preferred stocks making successively 
new highs in the stock market last 
week, considerable interest today is 
being focused in Wall Street on the 
financial outlook for the company. 
Fact that several investment houses 
have gone slightly bullish on War- 
ners’ immediate and more distant 
financial prospects, largely because 
the recent sixmonth statement show- 
ing $2,780,000 net operating profit 
indicates a better financial setup, 
has helped both issues to climb to 
new 1941 levels. Because few shares 
are outstanding, the move in the 
preferred, an advance of some 
seven points in six days, has been 
more sensational. The common 
has done well, nearly doubling its 
low of the year ($2.75) at the pres- 
ent level of $4.6214. 

The conservative system of War- 
ner Bros. bookkeeping and the fact 
that gains in financial getup which 
have been made in the face of for- 
eign losses is stressed in conversa- 
tions in financial circles lately. Re- 
ports are that theatre attendance 
for Warners is running about 5% 
ahead of a year ago in U. §S., al- 
though the theatre operations have 
not started to feel the affect of the 
defense boom. 

Same sources which are optimistic 
over the Warner outlook discount 
any early recapitalization for the 
company. Rather, some plan may 
be worked out ultimately which 
would enable preferred sharehold- 
ers to receive the option of either 
cash in payment of its dividend ar- 
rears, Or new preference shares 
with a market value substantially 
the same as the cash. However, ac- 
tion on this likely will be delayed 
until the status of income in Great 
Britain and elsewhere throughout 
the British Empire is better known. 
Also the company probably would 
not launch any such plan until it 
has ‘a clearer picture on domestic 
tax problems. 


Nine On the Line 
At WB in Month 
Keep 5,500 Busy 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Production surge at Warners calls 
for nine features to roll in four 
weeks and the continuation of em- 
ployment for 5,500 persons on the 
lot. .In addition to ‘The Man Who 
Come to Dinner,’ which started yes- 
terday (Mon), the pictures are ‘Re- 
member Tomorrow,’ ‘Bridges Built 
at Night,’ ‘Black Widow,’ ‘Back- 
ground to Danger,’ ‘Sing, Baby Sing,’ 
‘The Male Animal,’ ‘All Through the 








Night’ and ‘You're in the Army 
Now.’ 


Aside from the features, the Bur- 


bank lot has 14 shorts in various 
stages of production. 

Newest contract roster at War- 
ners lists 21 stars, 72 featured play- 
ers, 18 directors, 15 producers and 
six composers. Included in the con- 
tracted lineup are 55 writers. 





Not So Modern 





Hollywood, July 22. 

RKO’s ‘Unexpected Uncle’ is a 
modern film, but it brings un- 
expected memories to customers 
of a bygone era. 

In the picture are Clyde Cook, 
Lew Kelly, Jimmy Aubrey, 
Heinie Conklin, Russ Powell, 
Carl Stockdale and Jimmy In- 
graham, all of whom worked in 
the B. S. (before sound) age. 


5TH ANNI FOR 
INTERSTATE 
IN AUG. 


San Antonio, July 22. 

August throughout Texas will be 
observed as 35th anniversary month 
by all Interstate theatres. It will 
honor the 25 years of entertainment 
service to Texans by Karl Hoblit- 
zelle, head of Texas Consolidated 
Theatres, Inc. 

Special shows in all cities have 
been prepared for the occasion. Dur- 
ing the month there will be two 
stage units touring the Interstate 
circuit, one headlined by Abe Ly- 
man’s orch. Special midnight show, 
sneak previews and outstanding pic- 
tures have been booked here, accord- 
ing to E. E. Collins, city manager for 
Interstate. 4 

All downtown theatres will co- 
operate in the giveaway of an auto- 
mobile to a patron. Suburban houses 
will contribute over $1,000 in house- 
hold merchandise. 

Special tiein with newspapers will 
trace the beginning and growth of 
Interstate Theatres in the state, with 
a local angle brought in. 

A special radio program to be 
aired through KABC here and on 
other stations throughout the state 
will also trace the growth of Inier- 
state and tie in with the special 
shows. 














Lyman’s Texas Dates 

Abe Lyman’s orch opens for Inter- 
state in Houston, Aug. 8, thence San 
Antonio and Dallas for full weeks 
and Fort Worth three days. 

A seven-act bill will surround the 
Lymanites. Charlie Freeman set 
that while in New York. He re- 
turned to Dallas Monday (21) by 
plane. 


RKO SPEEDING UP, 15 
TO ROLL IN AUGUST 


Hollywood, July 22. 

RKO is stepping up its current 
slow production pace and readying 
15 stories to start in August. To 
date only three films are in work 
on the lot and six in the editing 
rooms. 

Slated for August filming are 
‘Playmates,’ ‘Four Jacks and a 
Queen,’ ‘The Marines. Are Ready,’ 
‘Unexpected Uncle,’ ‘Passage from 
Bordeaux,’ ‘A Date With the Fal- 
con,’ ‘Valley of the Sun,’ ‘Joan of 
Paris,’ ‘Mayor of 44th Street,’ ‘Jour- 
ney Into Fear,’ ‘Powder Town,’ 
‘Gwangi,’ ‘Army Surgeon’ and ‘I’m 
Dying to Live.’ 


Hoofers Shuffle Back To 
Set After Brief Strike 


Hollywood, July 22. 


A strike of dancers at 20th-Fox 
was ended in less than 24 hours 
when the Screen Actors Guild noti- 
fied the hoofers that the company 
was not violating its agreement by 
converting their pay to a weekly 
basis. When the studio advised the 
dancers their pay of $11 per day was 
being converted to $55 a week, 24 of 
them walked off the set of ‘Week- 
End in Havana.’ 


The hoofers appeared in front of 
the 20th-Fox casting office the next 
morning to urge other dancers not 
to accept the call. A new call had 
been issued for 50 dancers to appear 
for interview for the two weeks’ 
work. Most of the hoofers returned 
to the set after the Guild ruling. 

















DARNELL’S CRIMER 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Linda Darnell draws the top 
femme role in ‘Law and Order, Inc., 
at 20th-Fox. 
Robert T. Kane production is slated 





to start Aug. 18. 


Lefty Wouldn't Know Whom to Bawl 
Out If He Buys Pix After Seeing "Em 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., July 22, 





Dear Joe: 

Well, show business is just like the weather out here—one day it’s hot 
and the next day it’s cold. The next thing-we know we'll have double. 
feature weather, hot and cold in one day with hailstones instead of dishes 
as a premium. The other night it was so cold out here Aggie said: ‘Throw 
a log in thé air-conditioning system.’ To make it tougher the weather out. 
guessed me and on the cold night I had an Arctic picture and on the warm 
night I had a Jungle pic. 

I read in Variety where a smart manager in a nabe house in Detroit 
had a swell idea to get business; he put a lot of ironing boards in his coo] 
lobby and the local hausfraus did their ironing there while their kids were 
in seeing the show. I'll bet some of the kids after looking at some of the 
product they've been sending lately would rather do the ironing. Aggie 
thought it would be a good idea for me to put cook-stoves in our lobby 
during this heat wave and have the women do their cooking there and 
have their family’s supper ready when they come out of the show. I told 
her the only trouble with that idea was that there would be an awful odor 
from all the different stuff cooking, but Aggie sez: ‘The pictures smell, too; 
so that would make everything even.’ 

Tradeshows 

The Exchange has invited me to preview the fall products, which they 
gotta do under the new law. It’s a good thing in one way, then again it 
isn’t. After seeing them and buying them, and then if you don’t do any 
business with them, who are you gonna blame but yourself? Under the 
old method we could swear and curse and blame it on everybody, from 
the Exchange managers to the actors. I used to look at the pictures during 
my spare time, but now when I know what they are, I’ll have to find 
something else to do. Not that I got any spare time. 

Since this war has started I’ve been busier than a banjo player playing 
‘Poet & Peasant.’ Everybody in this towa seems to be doing something 
for the War Relief or something, and they all make me the head of their 
committees. They figure me being a showman I would know how to raise 
dough for them, and the funny part of it, I get great ideas how to make 
the yokels come across with contributions for almost anything, but I can’t 
get ’em to spend a dime in my theatre. As I wrote you before we have 
a camp here with nearly 10,000 boys. At first they were great customers 
of mine and they figured even looking at bad pix was better than hanging 
around camp. But now it seems they have found other places to go. I 
guess they got acquainted and don’t have to go to the theatre for recrea- 
tion. And they're getting so many F.F. (For Free) shows, besides putting 
on their own, which I am always helping them do, giving ’em gags, bits 
and skits, and I am glad to be able to help ’em, but it ain’t doing my bus!- 
ness no good. 

Panting’ Parachutist 

Aggie sez maybe the soldier and sailor boys may bring vaudeville back. 
You remember the last war had ‘The Singing Sailor,’ ‘The Gabby Gob,’ 
‘The Syncopating Soldier.’ This war should develop billing like ‘The Pant- 
ing Parachutist,’ ‘Tenor Tankers,’ etc. During the old war there were 
more soldiers and sailors on the stage than in the Army and Navy. So 
who knows—maybe they’ll do it again. 

Just read about two of my old pals going ‘Upstairs,’ Dick Carle and Sam 
H. Harris. I remember when Dick Carle was ‘imitated’ almost as much as 
Geo, M. Cohan. Dick was a great trouper and a grand man. As for Sam, 
he never said ‘no’ to a guy that asked a favor. He used the best disinfect- 
ing fluid in the world, the milk of human kindness. Show business lost 
two of the grandest guys in the world. Aggie and me are sure ‘bending a 
knee’ for these pals. 

Well, Joe, I'm goin’ home and read William C. Handy’s book, ‘Father of 
the Blues.’ He just sent me one hot off the press. If anybody can write 
about the ‘Blues’ he’s a Blackbird that can. I know it’s good before I 
even start it. Handy never did anything bad in his life. He ain't the 
Father of the ‘Blues,’ he’s the whole family. Best to the gang SEZ 

Your Pal, 
Lefty. 

P.S.—John Golden sez: ‘To travel hopefully is a better thing than to 


Link Recent Pathe UJ IN RELEASE 
DASH T0 JAN. | 


Strength to Reported 
Sphit-Up of DuPont 
Hollywood, July 22. 
This year’s production drive at 


Recent strength in Pathe Film Co. 
stock, which has pushed it to around 
peak price for the year, is attributed 
to supposed revival of the old plan| Universal is working so well that the 
whereby Pathe shareholders would| release program up to next New 
obtain a split-up of DuP il Year's Day is practically set, some- 
Mfg. Co eae ° Thi : a eer thing new in the history of the stu- 
8. Xo. shares, his pian has not! gio, By Sept. 1, official start of the 
new season, company heads assert, 
there will be a total of 32 features 


been up for discussion in more than 
ready for delivery or in the cutting 











pegged on the DuPont holdings 
Pathe Films always has retained, 
Under the latest reported plan, 
Pathe stockholders would receive 
one share of DuPont for every 10 
shares held. This would make Pathe 
stock worth around $16 per share. 
However, no definite plan has been 
agreed on, and the old stumbling 
block of getting what Pathe consid- 
ers a reasonable price for its pres- 
ently held DuPont stock (35% of 
total) may stall the latest proposal. 


Pathe Films now is strictly a hold- 
ing company, with actual operations 
carried on by Pathe Laboratories. 
Because of minor income from the 
latter the holding company has de- 
pended almost entirely on dividends 
from DuPont Film Mfg. for profits. 


a year but the new version again is 
room. 


Universal winds up its current 
season in August with the release 
of the Abbott and Costello comedy, 
‘Hold That Ghost,’ and the Frank 
Lloyd production, ‘This Woman Is 
Mine.’ First of the September re- 
leases is ‘Badlands of Dakota.’ 


Grant as ‘Mr. Twilight’ 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Top job in Columbia’s ‘Mr. Twl- 
light’ goes to Cary Grant, with the 
studio negotiating to borrow Melvyn 
Douglas from Metro as a male spar 
ring partner. Femme lead is still in 
the dickering stage. . 
George Stevens directs the Ever- 
ett Riskin production. 











INDIE’S OWN BLOCKS-OF-5 
Philadelphia, July 22. 
Herbert Given, PRC exchange 





LEISEN DICTATES 








manager, is having his own ‘blocks- 
of-five’ tradeshowing, although the 
indie outfit doesn’t come under the 
provisions of the consent decree. 


He is sending out invNations to ex- 
hibs to view his five pix Aug. 5, 6 
and 7, 





Hollywood, July 22. | 
Paramount asigned Mitchell Lel- 
sen to direct ‘Take a Letter, Darling, 
slated for early fall production. 
Claude Binyon has finished the 
screenplay, but the casting still 
goes on. 
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IMPORTANT ‘ERASER MEN’ 
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Studio Gawkers Barred Out By All 
Lots; Too Much Production Delay 





Hollywood, July 22. 

‘No visitors’ sign went up Monday 
(21) on all major studios and this 
time it goes for everyone, except 
working press. In a letter to studio 
heads, Y. Frank Freeman, Producers 
Association head, declared the mea- 
sure had to be taken due to inter- 
ference with studio production and 
to keep from public gaze certain 
Army material used in making 
training films. 

Freeman pointed out more than 
83,000 requests for visit privileges 
were received by studios during 
June and an even greater number 
this month. He said the financial 
burden, due to production delays oc- 
casioned by set visitors, was a most 
serious one. 

Producers Association board de- 
cided on the withdrawal of all visit- 
ing privileges indefinitely after an 
exhaustive study. 





Germanic Milwaukee 
Gets ‘Sieg im Westen, 


Also Free-for- Alls 


Milwaukee, July 22. 

Although late in reaching this so- 
called German city, due to the lim- 
ited number of prints available, ‘Sieg 
im Westen,’ a Reich propaganda 
film, following weeks of neighbor- 
hood ballyhoo, was at last unspooled 
here at the German Kino and the 
first week of the showing has been 
marked by varying reactions, with 
the picture now in its second week 
and slated for an indefinite run. It’s 
no secret that the FBI and local po- 
lice keep an ever-watchful eye on 
the black, white and red fronted 
Deutsches language theatre for pos- 
sible trouble, as well as checking on 
the audiences. 

Vigorous resentment that the 
showing of this propaganda should 
be permitted here has found open 
expression so far only in letters to 
the hewspapers, although the bitter 
feelings engendered have had in- 
spired numerous brawls away from 
the theatre. One recent evening in 
the Schwabenhof, a German atmos- 
phere restaurant, a woman’s request 
to the Bavarian orchestra to play 
‘God Save the King’ provoked a free- 
for-all, patrons of both sexes min- 
gling in the melee before order was 
restored. 

Its reception in Milwaukee 





is as 


might be expected—boos and hisses | 
Churchill and Halifax and out- | 


for 
bursts of applause when Adolf Hit- 
ler’s likeness appears. 

Although editorial comment lo- 
cally has been withheld, the Milwau- 
kee Journal devoted practically a 
full column to letting its readers 
know what the Deutsches Kino is 
showing—under the headline ‘City Is 
Host to Nazi ‘Sieg’.’ 





Coming: ‘Bismarck’ 
‘Bismarck,’ Nazi propaganda fea- 
ture, picturing Hitler as even ‘out- 


Bismarcking Bismarck,’ will be held 
until fall before its opening at the 
96th St. theatre, New York, and its 
release to German-language film 
houses throughout the country. Film 
arrived in this country about a 
month ago, and was okayed by cus- 
toms authorities last week. 

George Nitze, prez of UFA, which 
distribs the Nazi films in the U. S., 
declared release of the picture was 
being delayed because attendance is 
off at the German-language houses 
during the summer. The 96th St. 
and most of the others are not air- 
conditioned. 

General opinion is that ‘entertain- 
ment’ films, which Nitze says are the 
only kind he orders, won’t be com- 
ing, but that expense won't keep the 
Ppropanganda pix out. 


ted that shorts and newsreels will | 


continue to come by air. 

A second factor which anti-Nazi 
organizations claim will hinder arri- | 
val of Deutsehe pix is the recent 
closing of Reich consulates. Immun- 
ity from search and seizure of mate- 
rials addressed to them is thought to 
have been an important factor in | 

Safe arrival of some German films. 





Nitze admit- | 


4 


He No Like—Bounced 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Dennis O’Keete drew a suspension 
at RKO for his refusal to play the 
role of Kay Kyser’s manager in the 
musical film, ‘Playmates.’ 
Peter Lind Hayes was signed for 
the replacement. 


M-G RESTRICTS 
FIRST GROUP 
TO 3 PIX 


First group of films offered for 
sale under the consent decree by 
Metro won't number five features, 
but three. Companies are not per- 


mitted under the decree to offer 
more than five, but can offer any 
number less than that that they’ 
choose. Three pix are ‘Lady Be 
Good,’ ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ and ‘Down 
in San Diego.’ 

One of the objects of holding down 
to three films is apparently to test 
exhib reaction to tradeshows and 
to a fountain pen when the sales- 
men get around. Just as exkibs are 
feeling their way in buying under 
the new system, Metro is groping 
its way in selling. 


SEE PAR QUARTER NET 
PROFIT AT $2,000,000 


Although Paramount's’ earnings 
statement for the quarter ending 
| June 30 is not expected until the 
end of this month, Wall Street cur- 
rently is anticipating net profit 
slightly under $2,000,000. This would 
make nearly $4,400,000 for the first 
| half of the present year and consti- 
tute earnings at the rate around $4 
per common share annually. 


While no such earnings pace is 
|looked for in financial circles in the 
| third quarter, covering July, August 
|and September, favorable fall sea- 
son probably would bring Para- 
mount its greatest financial year 
since reorganized in the present set- 
up about six years ago. Only a 
drastic reduction in revenue from 
Great Britain is likely to put a 
crimp in this prospect. 

With such earnings, there is new 
talk in the Street about Paramount 
retiring its first preferred stock or 
some retirement plan whereby a 
substantial portion might be called 
in. Reason for this is that Par is 
covering its $6 annual dividend re- 
quirements many times over and has 
; cash balances in the parent company 

















| 





ana subsid treasuries nearly large 
|enough to retire the whole issue, 
slightly less than $13,000,000 being 


outstanding. 





‘BLUEPRINT FOR A ROBBERY 


Theatre Treasurer Tells All in Side- 
walk Interview 
San Francisco, July 22. 
Film row is nervously sitting 
around waiting for somebody to 
hold up a certain downtown deluxer. 
Radio m.c., handling a man-in-street 
show in front of the house, got the 
|treasurer on the mike and forced 
financial details out of him. Treas- 
urer continually tried to stall, but 
|the m.c. blasted away until he has 
| brought out fact that house always 
| had several thousand bucks on hand, 
| and that cashiers don’t carry guns 
'and are under orders not to resist if 
cornered, etc. 
Show was a perfect blueprint for 
a robbery and hits a new high in 








| 





'tactless miking for these parts, 





ANOTHER UNSUNG 
HEAD OF PIX BIZ 


Closeup of a Film Booker at 
Work, Plotting Playdates 
and Keeping Distribution 











RKO Draggin’ Disney's ‘Dragon’ Into 
N.Y. on Gumshoes and Picket Trailer 





Lubitsch’s 20th Starter 


Hollywood, July 22. 








First production by Ernst Lu- 


Machinery Operating bitsch under his new deal with 20th- 
Smoothly, Points Up Vast | Fox is ‘Self-Made Cinderella,’ star- 


Importance of Exhibitor 
Relations 


A 24-HOUR JOB 


By Al Selig 


Hollywood has its ‘yes-men’—but 
has anyone heard of the industry's 
‘eraser men?’ The ‘eraser men’ are 
known on the payroll of the dis- 


tributing organizations as bookers 
and here again we find another very 
important cog in the elaborate setup 
of motion picture distribution. There 
are approximately about 700 in the 
varicus exchange centers of the 
United States and Canada who have 
a most complicated job in a most 
complicated industry. 

The booker is the pivot around 
whom motion picture theatres are 
able to give daily performances as 
per schedule and as advertised—the 
bookers are the individuals who 
prove the old legitimate adage ‘the 
show must go on’—they are the men 


who have a deep responsibility for 


the flawless and foolproof routing 
of film shows throughout their re- 
spective exchange territories. 

Ripley or not, their principal stock 
in trade is a lead pencil and—an 
eraser. Relieve him of these impor- 
tant tools, motion picture theatres 
would have to close, and all in all, 
the entire industry would be in a 
mess. It is fascinating to watch with 
what expertness the booker wields 
his pencil and rubber. Before him is 
a large book—nearly as large as the 
Doomsday Book—in which is pen- 
cilled the playdates of the theatres 
in his territory. This book is as 
valuable and as priceless as a copy 
of the Gutenberg Bible. 
book and chaos would reign, the- 
atres would be dark, and branch 
managers would hire rooms in the 
nearest sanatorium. 

Watching the manipulations of 
these adept ‘eraser men,’ one is fas- 
cinated by the constant application 
of the rubber-tipped pencil—rub- 

(Continued on page 29) 


Lose this | 


|ring Ginger 


Rogers, on loan from 


RKO. 

Filming _ starts 
winds up his 
with Walter 
tember. 


when Lubitsch | 
present commitment | 
Wanger, late in Sep-!| 





SETTLEMENT 
IMMINENT. 


Hollywood. July 22. 





Disney cartoonists strike is believed 
imminent this week, 
scheduled for today and to- 
(Wed.). Understood Willie 
Bioff has agreed to withdraw 


ences 





morrow 


| 
toonists Guild leaders to make their 


but he them it 
be as favorable as the settle- 


own deal, warned 
won't 
ment he would wangle out of Disney. 
There is some talk the International 
may move in and exert sufficient 
pressure to alarm Disney into sign- 
ing. 

Understood that the impasse block- 
ing the washup is Disney’s refusal 
to meet the demand for 100% retro- 
active pay after previously offering 
to meet artists half way, but is now 
said opposed to any back payoff. 

Central labor council executive 
committee Monday (21) voted to 
continue the AFL ban on Disney 
products. At the meeting today (22), 
union heads were slated to draft a 





plan of settlement and insist that 
Disney spokesmen approve the setup. 
Should SCG reject settlement terms, 
understood the AFL withdraw 
from negotiations, lift the boycott 
ban and recommend a new charter 
covering workers at hctcsied — 


will 





Mills Soundies Sets Up Exchange 
System to Service Jukebox Pix 


-—_——— 


Film exchange to service Mills 
Novelty Co.’s Soundies machines in 


the 16 eastern states has been estab- 


lished in New York. Mills-financed, 
it is labeled Soundies Distributing 
Corp. of America. Thomas E. Mahaf- 
fey is manager. | 
Exchange supplies film to about 
500 see-boxes in its territory, slight- 
ly under 50 of them in New York 
Demands of defense industries for | 


tools and materials is making it pos- 
sible for Mills to add only very 
slowly to the number of machines | 
in locations. 

Twenty five Soundies reels, most | 
of them containing eight three-min- | 
ute subjects, are now available, with | 
new ones being issued each Monday. 
Experience hasn't been lengthy 
enough as yet to show how long film | 
will last running through the con- | 
tinuous projectors, some of the) 
prints being torn to pieces after 
four weeks, others lasting for three | 
months. Film is inspected and | 
cleaned on its return to the ex-| 
change, similar to the way regular 
35mm. product is handled. 

Three of the ‘eels have been or- 





dered cut by the New York Board | operators for projecting 16 mm. edu- 
Each time it has been cational shows. 


of Censors. 


for showing too much of the gal in 
dancing sequence Soundie be- 
cause it 1s imp ble u p the 
kavoed footage in the I ect 

eliminate the er r ree-! nute 
portion. Thus some of the machine 
ire no\ } r reels with seven 
ipiects 1n tead of eight 


Labor Dispute Adjusted 
Akron, July 22 
First coin-in-slot movies to break 
in here brought out pickets in order 


'to get members of the Moving Pic- 


ture Operators’ union to service the 
machines, 

After several days of picketing the 
union won out and now signs hang | 


in the cafes so advising the public. | 





Spotty Near Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., July 22. 

Most of the coin-in-slot film ma- 
chines now operating hereabouts 
have moved into the rural playspots 
with the coming of hot weather. 
Take is reported spotty, 
quality of films important factor in | 
popularity. 

Servicing is being taken care of | 
by company, which uses union 





DISNEY STRIKE 


Washup of the nine-week old Walt | 


with confer- 


from | 
negotiations and permit Screen Car- | 


| greeted by pickets. 


While ‘The Reluctant Dragon 
limps quietly into the Palace to- 
morrow (Thursday) under a public- 
ity damper brought on by .the 
Disney strike on the Coast, it appears 
likely that the opening will be 
And the picket- 
ing threatens to split the New York 
unit of the Screen Publicists Guild, 
which will be in a large part respon- 
sible for the pavement pounders. 

‘Dragon’ has been given slough-off 
treatment by both RKO and the 
| Disney office in the east. After toss- 
| ing around the selection of a house 
for the preem for a month, Palace 
was decided on with less than 10 
ays’ notice. That naturally gave the 
RKO press department little leeway 
for getting a campaign started, 


Aside from some breaks over the 
past weekend, the New York dailies 
have carried very little on the com- 
bination cartoon-live action picture. 
It is, as a result, by far the leas 
publicized of any Disney feature yet 
released. Cartoon-maker’s press de- 
partment, which always has done a 
tefrific job of drum-beating, has 
been reticent this time. because the 
| picture is just one big plug for the 
Disney studios, showing everything 
as sweetness and light. Strike news 
from the studio doesn’t jibe with the 
scenario, Puffery anyhow is ‘con- 
centrating’ on ‘Dumbo,’ to be re- 
leased around September. 

Threatened picketing and the SPG 
split follows the formation last week, 
at the call of the Guild, of the New 
York Disney Strike Committee. 
Organizations cooperating are 
Screen Readers Guild, United Office 
and Professional Workers of Amer- 
ica, League of Women Shoppers, 
United American Artists and the 


oF 





| Screen Guild Council of New York. 


, referendum of 


Greater New York Industrial 
Union Council, representing 400,000 
members, passed a resolution Thurs- 


day (17) in support of the Screen 
Cartoonists Guild strike against 
Disney. Council stated it will co- 


operate with the N. Y. Disney strike 
committee to bring about early set- 
tlement of the dispute. Copies of 
the resolution were sent to Disney, 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prez, and 
to the Palace. 


Guild eruption is set for the mem- 
bership meeting tonight (Wednes- 
day) when RKOites are preparing to 
launch a protest against the action of 
SPG leaders in organizing the 
Disney Strike Committee without a 
the membership. 
RKO p.a.s who are in the Guild (24 
out of the 25 employes) are pretty 
much in sympathy with the Disney 
strikers but feel they are being put 


on the spot in being made party to 
| the picketing of a picture which 
their company is distributing. They 


| signing 


| role. 


| ‘The Wizard of Arkansas’ 
| Hugh Herbert and Jay 
' ‘Dangerous Holiday.’ 


are in the further anomalous posi- 
tion of having to publicize the film 
against which they are being made 
to protest. 


‘Dragon’ publicity suffered another 
hard blow in the sudden death on 
Friday (18) of John McGeehan, who 
was handling the opening campaign. 
Film, in a few out-of-town dates, 
has done mild biz 


Penny Detours ‘Blondie’ 


Hollywood, July 22 
Penny Singleton shifted tempo- 
rarily from the ‘Blondie’ series at 
Columbia to step into the femme 
| lead in ‘Go West,- Young Lady,’ her 


| first departure from the series since 
her contract on the lot. 

Director is Frank R. Strayer, with 
Glenn Ford in the male romantic 
Picture is Columbia’s fourth 
musical this year. 





PAR SCRIBES SET 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Heavy writing schedule continues 


with the jat Paramount with assignment of 


four scribes to new tales. 

Bradford Ropes is working on 
‘Showboat Sal,’ Barry Trivers on 
and F. 
Dratler on 
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Sun Valley Serenade 
(WITH SONGS) 





20th Century-Fox release of Milton Sperl- 
ing production. Stars Sonja Henie, John 
Payne; features Glenn Miller and orches- 
tra, Milton Berle, Lynn Bari, Joan Davis, 
Nicholas Bros. Directed by H. Bruce Hum- 
berstone. Screenplay by Robert Ellis and | 
Helen Logan; story, Art Arthur and Rob- 
ert Harari; camera, Edward Cronjager; 
editor, James B. Clark; dances, Hermes 
Pan; songs, Mack Gordon, Harry Warren. 
Running time, 85 MINS. 
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ied Boot secensbbwonsneeewee John Payne 
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‘Sun Valley Serenade’ is reported 
to be the spontaneous brainchild of 
Darryl Zanuck, 20th-Fox production 
chief, who got the background in- 
spiration during a vacation sojourn 
at the resort several months ago. 
Resultant picture of Zanuck’s orig- 
inal idea is an excellent compound 
of entertaining ingredients, a. 
ing Sonja Henie as a_ sparkling 

‘comedienne of top rank without 
necessity of putting on the blades, 
and displaying boxoffce potentiali- 
ties of high calibre. Picture is a top 
attraction, which will catcn plenty of 
holdovers in the key runs. 


Sonja Henie finishes her contrac- 
tual obligations with 20th-Fox at this 
point and, although studio is said to 
be trying to renew her, the skating 
star does not.seem to be interested. 
Undoubtedly the boxoffice reaction 
to ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ will be a 
dominant factor. 


A plentiful supply of Glenn Miller 
music, a straight comedy perform- 
ance by Milton Berle, a dance by the 
show-stopping Nicholas Bros. and 
strong support all along the line, 

ive Miss Henie major assistance. Add 
te songs by Mack Gordon and 
Harry arren, and _ prescription 
blends into very palatable entertain- 
ment for wide attention. 


Story revolves around the Glenn 
Miller band, which finds engage- 
ments spaced far apart. But the 
group gets an audition through ef- 
forts of singer Lynn Bari, and nabs 
booking at the Sun Valley resort. 
Before departure, pianist John Payne 
is advised the Norwegian refugee he 
signed to assume responsibility for (as 
a publicity gag months before), has 
arrived and is ready for delivery. Miss 
Henie is the refugee, and immedi- 
ately falls in love with her guardian. 
Manager and p.a. Milton Berle sneak 
her aboard the westbound train, with 
result Payne is continually pestered 
by her romantic overtures. After a 
twosome marooning in a mountain 
ski hut, Payne realizes that love is 
mutual, and everybody’s happy. 

Story carries the basic Cinderella 
qualities. It’s light and frothy, in- 
terspersed with sweet and swing by 
Glenn Miller, some excellent com- 
edy by Milton Berle, and a rnini- 
mum of skating bv Miss Henie aside 
from a finale production number. 

Picture presents new talents of 
Miss Henie not disclosed in previous 
appearances. She’s a light comedi- 
enne, with a wealth of personality 
and vivacious eyes that work con- 
tinually. Payne advances consider- 
ably as the romantic lead, in which 
spot he turns in a topnotch per- 
formance. Berle handles a straight 
role to advantage as the breezy man- 
ager of the troupe. The material 
provided by the script focuses at- 
tenticn on him more prominently, 
and his broadly slapstick falls on the 
ski slide are effective for their 
brevity. 

Glenn Miller’s orchestra provides 
musical accompaniment for the four 
tunes contrived by Gordon and War- 
ren, in addition to a couple of spe- 
cial arrangements easily identified 
by Miller fans. Songs are all good, 
with ‘I Know Why and So Do You,’ 
and ‘It Happened in Sun Valley’ 
likely to catch pop attention. Lynn 
Bari Sings the two numbers, Payne 
cutting in briefly at times. The 
sepia Nicholases use the novelty 
Pe pesos gg Choo’ for another 

a acrobatic dance routine 
catches attention. _ 

Star’s skating skill is spotlighted in 
two ice episodes—one on arrival at 
Sun Valley when she performs on 
the resort rink, and finale production 
number with ensemble. Latter is 
not necessary, although it is show- 
manly with white costumed skaters 
on black mirror ice, which heightens 
the effectiveness of the routines with 
images projected from the ice sur- 

face. 

The winter resort activities of Sun 
a _ displayed without intru- 

on the main story unreeling. 
The ski lifts and runs are used - 
accessories for the refugee to finally 
get her man, and are worked in 
logically. Production is excellently 
mounted, with camera work by Ed- 
ward Cronjager highly meritorious. 

Director H. Bruce Humberstone 
does much to maintain interest in his 
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deft handling of the compact script 
and story. It's his first A assignment 
after a post-graduate course with 
the programmers, and demonstrates 
he’s competent for big league assign- 
ments. 





Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 


production and_ releace. Stars 
Spencer Tracy; features Ingrid Bergman, 
Lana Turner. Directed by Victor Fleming. 
Screenplay by John Lee Mahin from_novel 
by Robert Louis Stevenson; camera, Joseph 
Ruttenberg; special effects, Warren New- 
combe; music, Franz Waxman; editor, 
Harold F. Kress. Previewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., July 21, ‘41. Running time: 


Metro 


127 MINS. 
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This one is for major first runs, 
profitable holdovers and equally 
strong boxoffice in all types of sub- 
sequent showings. By virtue of a 
series of fine characterizations, 
Spencer Tracy has developed a sub- 
stantial money following. ‘Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde,’ although twice be- 
fore produced, once in sound, is 
standard material, offering a wide 
gamut for a dramatic actor. It'll 
draw ’em out in droves. 

The promise, however, of some- 
thing superlative in film making, in 
the combination of the star, the 
Robert Louis Stevenson classic and 
Victor Fleming’s direction, is not 
completely fulfilled. It won’t matter 
much to the customers. The fact is, 
that in the evident striving to make 
‘Jekyll’ a ‘big’ film, by elaborating 
the theme and introducing new 
characters and situations not found 
in the original story or earlier stage 
or screen adaptations, some of the 
finer psychological points are dulled: 
John Lee Mahin’s screenscript is 
over-length, running two hours and 
seven minutes. 

Nevertheless, it has its highly 

effective moments, and Tracy plays 
the dual roles with conviction. His 
transformations from the young 
physician, bent on biological and 
mental research as an escape from 
his Own moral weaknesses, to the 
demoniac Mr. Hyde are brought about 
with considerably less alterations in 
face and stature than audiences 
might expect, remembering John 
Barrymore and Fredric March in 
earlier versions. 
What is likely to happen when the 
new ‘Jekyll’ moves into general dis- | 
tribution after Sept. 1, is more 
generous recognition of Ingrid Berg- 
man as a screen actress of ex- 
ceptional ability. She plays the en- 
slaved victim of Hyde’s debauches. 
In every scene in which the two ap- 
pear, she is Tracy’s equal as a strong 
screen personality. In some of the 
passages Fleming has been extremely 
liberal with Miss Bergman’s costume 
drapings. 

Other important supporting roles 
are played excellently by Donald 
Crisp, as Sir Charles Emery, a name 
new to ‘Jekyll’ casts; Ian Hunter, as 
the more familiar Dr. John (Hastie) 
Lanyon, and Lana Turner, ingenue 
fiancee of Dr. Hyde. 

Despite the great amount of foot- 
age that is given to Tracy’s two-part 
characterization, the script is meagre 
on the very important phase of 
Jekyll’s inner struggle to free him- 
self from his deadly alter ego. 
Millions of Stevenson readers nave 
long found excitement and thrill in 
the angle that Jekyll’s predicament 
was self-conceived to hide criminal 
and vicious desires. Mahin empha- 
sizes that misdirected scientific re- 
search was the cause of the good 
doctor’s downfall, 

It may be that Fleming, keeping 
closer to the literal than to the spirit 
of the text, missed some of the more 
subtle points. 

General production values are of 
the highest quality. Joseph Rutten- 
berg’s photography is splendid, his 
portraits finely lighted, and the Lon- 
don exteriors, with occasional wisps 
of fog, realistic. Franz Waxman’s 
musical score never tires and ma- 
terially aids the illusion. 

‘Jekyll’ may be put down as one of 
the big ones for fall release. Flin. 


Another Line, Another Title 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Gene Autry goes south of the bor- 
der in a big way in Republic’s high- 
budget feature, ‘Down Mexico Way,’ 
slated to start Aug. 11, with Harry 
Grey producing. 
Currently Autry is riding in ‘Un- 

















Miniature Reviews 


‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th). 
Sonja Henie in topflight enter- 
tainment aiming for big grosses 
and extended bookings. 

‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ 
(M-G). Spencer Tracy in a box- 
office winner; Ingrid Bergman's 
performance also fine. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Jack 
Benny in rollicking laugh hit. 
Cinch for top biz and holdover. 

‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). Scars 
will be on the audiences who 
sit through this half-baked 
gangster meller. 

‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Neatly 
devised whodunit of program 
calibre; for dual support and the 
family houses. 

‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Poor is 
the word for this Carole Landis- 
Cesar Romero starrer. 

‘Kisses for Breakfast’ (WB). 
Whacky amnesia victim comedy 
padded with needless hokum 
that dulls it even for dualers. 

‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep). 
Weaver Family in small-town 
comedy-drama, oke for dualers. 

‘Atlantic Ferry’ (WB-British). 
Yarn deals with launching of 
steamship traveling in 19th cen- 
tury. Falls short. 

‘El Cura Gaucho’ (Argentine). 
Fine b.o. seen for native Argen- 
tine audiences. 

‘Embrujo’ (Argentine). One of 
the most ambitious films ever 


turned out by an Argentine 
studio. 

‘Joven, Viudo y Estanciera’ 
(Argentine). Top-rank Spanish 


languager. 


CHARLEY’S AUNT 


Hollywood, July 22. 

20th Century-Fox release of William Perl- 
berg production. Stars Jack Benny; fea- 
tures Kay Francis. Directed by Archie 
Mayo. Screenplay by George Seaton, based 
on play by Brandon Thomas; camera, Pev- 
erell Marley; editor, Robert Bischoff. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room, July 22, ‘41. 
Running time, 80 MINS, 
Babbs 
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Er ArT (William Austin 
CUCOMOMATIRM. « co ecceccnccesecs Maurice Cass 

Like Niagara Falls, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ stands the test of time. A half 


century ago, its initial presentation 
on the London stage started it on a 
healthy and wealthy career, with 
profitable revival on Broadway last 
year catching attention of Darryl 
Zanuck for a third film presentation. 
Solid farce of maximum 
potentialities, and with Jack Benny 


audience attracter that will roll up 
hefty grosses all along the line, and 
rate holdovers in the keys, 


Former film versions—in 1925 
with Syd Chaplin, and 1930 with 
Charles Ruggles—did well. But ac- 


quisition of Jack Benny for the title 
spot was expert showmanship. 
Benny, playing with enthusiasm and 
romping merrily and crazily along 
the route, takes fullest advantage of 


laugh opportunities. It’s a new 
angle for the comedian’s talents, 
whose previous film assignments 


comprised a lightly frameworked 
story background, on which gagmen 
built an overload of unassociated 
quips and blackout episodes. As a 
result, Benny demonstrates he can 
handle a straight farcical assign- 
ment without recourse to his retinue 
of wisecrackers, gagmen and radio 
delivery technique. 

Under expert direction of Archie 
Mayo, there’s no letdown in the fast 
pace maintained for rollicking re- 
sults. Many situations are double- 
barrelled for laughs—first when the 
audience is given advance tipoff on 
what’s going to happen; and a roar 
when it actually occurs. Only deft 
timing by both director and com- 
edian can achieve that result, and 
the Benny-Mayo team works in per- 
fect synchronization. 

Picture closely follows the stage 
farce in unfoldment, carrying Ox- 
ford background of 1890. Perennial 
student Benny is forced to mas- 
querade as Charley’s rich aunt from 
Brazil to provide chaperonage while 


Charley (Richard Haydn) and James : 


Ellison have their girl friends for 
lunch and marriage proposals. The 
oldfashioned female getup tosses 
Benny into a series of complications 
that fall on him in torrents. He's 
the recipient of amorous advances 
from fortune-hunting Laird Cregar 
and flustery Edmund Gwenn; en- 
counters troubles with his multi- 
petticoated ensemble; and wends his 
way through embarrassing passages 
with the real aunt, Kay Francis. 
When he. gets through with it all, 





der Fiesta Stars.’ 


the imposter finds he’s engaged to 
the rich aynt from Brazil: and his 


ee are amply taken eare of with 
eir romantic affairs. 

Picture is a slick combo of farce, 

urlesque and straight slapstick. 

ere’s nothing there except long 
and hearty laughs—with reaction 
from the women just as explosive as 
from the male sector. ; 

Benny clicks effectively in the title 
spot, carrying the burden of the 
story with a grand performance. 
Supporting players are selected for 
maximum results from their respec- 
tive porares. Ellison and Haydn 
are the two undergraduates who get 
Benny into the predicament; Anne 
Baxter and Arleen Whelan are the 
coy maidens whose hands are 
sought by Ellison and Haydn. Miss 
Francis, although getting limited 
footage, carries off her assignment 
in top fashion. Cregar, Gwenn, 
Reginald Owen and Ernest Cossart 
= much comedy to the proceed- 

gs. 

Picture gets fullest advantage of 
‘A’ production mounting, with Pev- 
erell Marley’s photography of high 
standard throughout. Walt. 


LADY SCARFACE 


RKO release of Cliff Reid production. 
Features Dennis O'Keefe, Judith Anderson, 
Frances Neal, Mildred Coles, Eric Blore. 
Directed by Frank Woodruff. Original! 
screenplay by Arnaud D'Usseau and Rich- 
ard Collins; camera, Nicholas Musuraca; 
editor, Harry Marker. Previewed in Pro- 
jection Room, N. Y., July 18, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 65 MINS. 
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A cheapie gangster meller that 
won’t come near ringing the bell 
with even the Saturday afternoon 
juve trade, ‘Lady Scarface’ is cer- 


value of RKO’s first block-of-five. 
It will earn no more than slough- 
off dates as a bottom-runger in the 
subsequents. 

Idea of writers Arnaud D’Usseau 
and Richard Collins in creating a 
femme ‘Scarface’ as topper of a mob 
is okay, but they failed to develop it 
for sufficient suspense and action, 
prime necessity in this type product. 
In addition to which, it suffers most 
of all from a series of holes in the 
plot through which an eight-year- 
old could drive a complaining 
wedge. Yarn hinges on a mass of 
exasperating ‘coincidences’ which 
the authors contrived to save the 
trouble of thinking up a real series 
of incidents and climaxes. 

Judith Anderson as 
Scarface’ is at once excellent and 
pathetic. Her superior acting abil- 
ity gives the role lots more authen- 
ticity and substance than it de- 
serves, but to find this player [who 
is scheduled to do Lady Macbeth, | 


the ‘Lady 





laugh | 


in the title role, picture is a strong | 


opposite Maurice Evans on the| 
Broadway stage in the fall] appear- 
|}ing in a bottom-of-the-alphabet ac- 
| tioner is a sad commentary on the 
| status of both films and theatre. 

Miss Anderson’s nemesis, the dick 


tainly nothing to add to the sales|.c 





;}who tracks her down, is Dennis 
O’Keefe. His vis-a-vis—a femme | 
mag photog who trails him around 
and gets herself thoroughly mixed 
up in the plot—is Frances Neal. 
Smart-looking pair, they deserve a 
better break than this padded, over- 
long, slow-paced vehicle. 

‘Scarface,’ unsuspected as a wo- 
man by the coppers, heads a gang | 
which commits a murder and rob- 
bery. O’Keefe trails her by means 
of a letter containing the ‘take,’ but 
an innocent couple (Rand Brooks 
and Mildred Coles) who have the 
Same name as the addressee of the 
letter arrive at the hctel to which 
it is sent just in time to receive it. 
By odd coincidence they are in 
trouble, need money and get them- 
selves suspected, only to be saved 
in the nick of time by little Miss 
Neal. She, of course, in the mean- 
time, has fallen for O’Keefe and he 
for her, so everything’s just cozy for 
the fadeout. erb. 





DRESSED TO KILL 


Hollywood, July 22. 

20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. 
Wurtgel production. Stars Lloyd Nolan; 
features Mary Beth Hughes, Sheila Ryan. 
Directed by Eugene Forde. Screenplay by 
Stanley Rauh and Manning O'Connor, based 
on novel by Richard Burke and character, 
‘Michael Shayne,’ created by Brett Halli- 
day; camera, Glen McWilliams; editor, 
Fred Allen. Previewed in Projection 
Room July 22, '41, Running time, 75 MINS. 
PEIGMOOL BWOPWO. ook. cs vcec's 00K Lloyd Nolan 
Joanne La Marr Mary Beth Hughes 
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William Demarest 
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This is a neatly concocted and in- 
terest-maintaining whodunit detail- 
ing the further adventures of Mich- 
ael Shayne, private investigator. 
It’s an acceptable program attraction 








that will stand uv okav as support- 


ing attraction in the duals and fam. 
ily houses. 

A former legit theatre and adjoin. 
ing hotel serves as background for 
a mysterious dual murder under 
strange circumstances—with oppor. 
tunity-seeking Lloyd Nolan conven. 
iently around to start investigating. 
He uncovers the family skeletons of g 
stock company operating in the thea. 
tre a quarter century before,: and 
then proceeds to piece things to. 
gether to put the finger on the mur. 
derer. 

Nolan puts plenty of lightness into 
the role of the young super-sleuth 
who beats the police inspector to 
every clue. By-play between Nolan 
and Mary Beth Hughes, whose mar. 
riage gets sidetracked when the dick 
stumbles on the murder mystery, 
provides a nominal amount of ele. 
mental humor to lighten the pro. 
ceedings. Adequate support is pro. 
vided by William Demarest, Erwin 
Kalser, Henry Daniel, Milton Par. 
sons and Virginia Brissac. Sheila 
Ryan is briefly seen, although fea- 
tured with Miss Hughes, who cap- 
ably handles her assignment as the 
burlesque dancer. 

Although picture carries same 
title as one turned out by Fox in 
1928, there is no similarity in story 
structure, and this is not a remake 
of the previous issue of oni tag. 

ori. 


DANCE HALL 


(WITH SONGS) 
20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 


duction, Stars Carole Landis, Cesar Ro- 
mera; features Willlam Henry, June 
Storey, J. Edward Bromberg. Directed by 
Irving Pichel. Screenplay by Stanley 


Rauh and Ethel Hill based on novel by 
W. R. Burnett; songs, Mack Gordon and 
Harry Revel, Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
Adamson; editor, Louis Loeffler; camera, 
Lucien Andriot. Reviewed at Roxy, N, Y 


July 18, ’41. Running time, 78 MINS, 

EAE TOW. oi ccveccencceces Carole Landis 
DUNS MGMT. ccccccvccdcasees Cesar Romero 
JOG BEOOKB. ccoccccccvcecseces William Henry 
SK <.04 teas OR 063964 RE9 60:05 8M June Storey 
Max Brandon......... J. Edward Bromberg 
BEF. MOWMOPER. occccvecccces Charles Halton 
NE £664.85 000063-5h64000006 Shimen Ruskin 
PEOOM . co ccedecscivesceseeder William Haade 
VRVIGR. co cocencesercececeess Trudi Marsdon 
RIO v0 stvececcenccsevecstereesn Russ Clark 


ee 





If ‘Dance Hall’ is a criterion, the 
technique of making pictures is go- 
ing backwards instead of forwards. 
The direction, acting and thin story 
are all remindful of Hollywood's 
prohibition era ‘B’ output. Instead 
of gangland, the setting here is a 
dancehall; what would have been the 
mugg 10 years ago is now the dance- 
hall’s manager, and the moll is now 
a hardened singer. The only differ- 
ence is that this is billed as a com- 
edy, which it isn’t. In quality it is 
a very poor ‘A,’ if meant as such, 
and the weak ‘B’ class is where it 
will wind up. It won’t mean much 
at the boxoffice anywhere. 

Neither Cesar Romero, who grins 
like an ear of corn, nor Carole Landis, 
the film’s stars, is going to bene- 
fit by their showing in this picture. 
Romero, playing the part of a per- 
sonality wolf. and Miss Landis, as 
the singer billed as Venus, play their 
parts in the jerky fashion of a tin- 
type. The script and direction are 
probably just as much at fault, but 
talented performers couldn't possibly 
look so bad. 

The plot is simple. Romero counts 
his conquests on an adding machine, 
but is thrown for a loss by Miss 
Landis, who has as many curves as 
a roller coaster. Plus this, theres 
another plot including gold-digging 
June Storey, who has as many 
curves as two roller-coasters, and 
piano-playing William Henry, who, 
in-between jamming for the dance- 
hall’s customers, has managed to 
save $2,000 ahd compose a brilliant 
symphony. It’s not quite clear what 
he accomplished with his left hand, 

J. Edward Bromberg, the best ac- 
tor in the picture, is in the role of 
a good samaritan lingerie tycoon, 
who wants to take Miss Landis out 
of her sordid surrowndings. Like all 
good guys in bad pictures, he winds 
up behind the eight-ball. 

Picture’s best features are the two 
songs, one of them. Mack Gordon 
and Harry Revel’s ‘There’s a Lull in 
My Life,” now more than four years 
old. and ‘There’s Something In the 
Air’ by Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
Adamson. also old. Miss Landis sings 
them both in fair fashion. 

Although running 73 minutes, ™~ 
direction gives the impression — 
it’s twice as long. Or is it the i 
dialog, or could it possibly be the 
unflattering photography? Scho. 





Kisses for Breakfast 


elease of Harlan Thomp- 
"Features Dennis Mores 
Jane Wyatt, Shirley Ross, Lee pend | 
Jerome Cowan, Una O'Connor. Direc 
by Lewis Sciler. Screenplay by err 
Gamet from play by Seymour Hicks, antl 
on play by Yves Mirande and os 
Mouezy-Eon; camera, Arthur Edeson; = 
tor, James Gibbon. At Fox, Brookiy® 
week July 18, .'41, dualed. Running time, 
81 MINS 
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What might have been, and what 
promised to be for the first 40 min 
(Continued on page 30) 
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Gus 


MANPOWER 


(ONE SONG) 


Hollywood, July 4. 







ber of sinister fellow-conspiraters, 
plus several sarcastic Scotland Yard 
officials. 

Although the story creates an au- 
thentic atmosphere of tension, os 
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JUNGLE CAVALCADE 


RKO production and release. Directed 
by Frank Buck, Clyde Eliott, Armand 
Denix. Narration by Frank Ruck; dialox«, 
Phil Reisman, Jr.; music, Nathaniel Shil- 
kret; supervision, W. C. Ament, At Pal- 
ace, N. Y., starting July 3, ‘41. Running 
time, 76 MINS. 










wee 


Frank Buck's jungle pictures are 
rated ‘daddy of ‘em all.’ Conse- 
quently, this ingenious compilation 
of outstanding sequences from ‘Bring 
"Em .Back Alive,’ ‘Wild Cargo’ and 
‘Fang and Claw,’ plus a little new 
material, new narration and musical 
backgrounding, stacks up as top- 
flight jungle adventure fare. ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade’ is entertaining and tops 
for this type of film. If given the 
circusy sort of bally employed for 
this Broadway engagement, picture 
looms as a first-rate grosser cur- 
rently, especially if the distributor 
picks his spots. 

Exhibitors who found the first 
three Buck thrillers successful at 
the wickets will be pleasantly sur- 
prised by the compact vehicle the 
RKO-Pathe News production staff 
has moulded from the best sequences 
of these older pictures. Bulk of story 
concerns Buck's efforts to capture 
rare jungle creatures although oc- 
casionally he uses his rifle and pis- 
tol when it’s a question of his life 
or the animal's. 


The capture of an ourang-outang, 
trapping of a 3-foot python and 
the death struggle between a python 
and leopard are spotlighted. Aetual 
trapping of a tiger in a pit, odd res- 
cue of a baby elephant from another 
jungle cat, and a breathless duel be- 
tween another monstrous reptile and 
snarling tiger are other exciting mo- 
ments. Then, of course, there's the 
familiar sequence in which Frank 
Buck tangles with one of these 
pythons which has sneaked up near 
one of his animal cages—and ie 
forced to fire a round of ammunition 
at the reptile. 


Editing job, credited ta W. C. 
Ament, keeps events moving at a 
nice clip, with humorous episodes 
neatly spaced with the more grim 


Whole picture has been re-re- 
corded, taken from the original 
clear-cut negatives, hence it’s as up- 
-to-date looking as the latest news- 
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FORCED LANDING 


e Hollywood, July 1. 
Paramount release of William H. Pine- 
William C. Thomas production, sssociate 
producer, John W. Rogers. Stars Ric 
ard Arlen: features Fva Gabor. J. 
Naish, Nils Asther, Evelyn Brent. 
by Gordon Wiles. Screenplay by 
Shane, Edward Churchill, came 
Alton; special effects, Fr x 
: editor, Robert Cranda!! 
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‘Vanities Unit Bolsters ‘Draft 


In 4th to $25,000; 


Moon’ Pale 176: 





| 


j 





(M-G) and ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 
Expect big $8,000. Last week, 
‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par), second week, $3,900, off. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—'Bride C.O.D.” (WB) (3d wk). 
Expect good $2,500. Last week 


| $2,300, okay. 


‘Manpower’ Hefty 196, L.A. Spurts 


Los Angeles, July 22. 
Business spurted upwards over the 
weekend, giving several houses 
robust grosses despite heat wave. 
Paramount is leading the town again 
in sight on one 





with a nifty $25,000 


bidae 


of those infrequent double feature | 


bookings added to Earl Carroll's | 
‘Vanities’ road unit on the stage. 
‘Caught in the Draft’ is holding over 
at this house a fourth week with 
‘Forced Landing’ ‘Par) the new| 
entry. Length of bill limits house to | 
four complete shows daily. Stage 
show is credited with bulk of the 
draw. 


‘Blossoms in the Dust’ opening at, 
the Four Star is another entry that} 
looks promising with $5,000 or more | 
likely for the week. Chinese and | 
Loew’s State are in the doldrums, 
heading for a combined total of | 
around $17,500 with ‘Moon Over! 
Miami’ and ‘A Very Young Lady.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (25th 
wk). Long run champ still going | 
strong after breaking e previous 
record held by ‘Gone With the Wind’ | 
in this house. About $5,000 indicated | 


after healthy $5,500 on the 24th! 
week. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034: 


30-44-55-75) — ‘Moon Over Miami’ | 
(20th) and ‘A Very Young Lady’ | 
(20th). Not very encouraging at| 
around $8,000. Last week, ‘Barnacle 
Bill’ (M-G) and ‘The Get-Away’ | 
(M-G), hit around $8,200, not so hote} 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) | 
—‘Manpower’ (WB) single billed and | 
off to a good start with hefty $10,000 
in sight. Last week, ‘Bride Came | 
C.0.D.’ (WB), soloed strongly on re- 
peat with $8,500. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- | 
55)—‘Blossoms in the Dust’ (M-G).| 
Strong, with approximately $5,000 | 
likely. Last week, sixth and final | 
with ‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G), petered | 
out with around $1,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2;756; 30-44-55) | 
— Manpower’ (WB) in for a sub- 
stantial] take with Edward G. Robin- | 
son, Marlene Dietrich and George | 
Raft the marquee draft. About} 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Bride Came} 
C.0.D.’ (WB) wound up in the neigh-| 
borhood of $8,000, on repeat book- 
ing, good, 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Lady from Louisiana’ (Rép) and 
‘West Point Widow’ (Par) and stage 
show built around house orchestra 
leader Al Lyons’ fourth anniversary. 
No better than $6,500 expected, after 
excellent $9,000 last week with Major | 
Bowes unit coupled with ‘Roar of| 
the Press’ (Mono) and ‘Met in | 
Argentina’ (RKO), 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-56)— 
‘Tom, Dick & Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘Big Boss’ (Col). Pointing towards 
improved gross at $12,200. Last 
week, ‘Adventure in Washington’ 
(Coil) and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col), 
not very satisfactory at $5,700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Forced Landing’ (Par) and 
‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par) (4th wk) 
and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ stage 
show. Heading for smash $25,000. 
Last week, with Wil! Osborne, strong 
$14,500 on third week. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30+44-55)— 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘The Big Boss’ (Col). Looking up, 
with $12,000 estimated. Last week. 
Ferg Washington’ (Col) and 

ondie ociety’ ( i 
$5,800. y Col), anemic 





55-75)—‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) 
and ‘Very Young Lady’ (20th). Ap- 
geen gy $9,500 estimated, n.S.g. 

ast week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
*Get-Away’ 


(M-G), 
fair. 


about 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: | 


30-44-55) —‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
‘The Get-Away’ (M-G). Poor $2,700 
estimated. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Accent on Love’ (20th) 
around $3,000, 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
Accent on Love’ (20th) (2d wk), on 
the downbeat with possible $3,600. 
Last week, around $6,000, 


Seiden’s Negro Series 


Joseph Seiden, producer of Yid- 
dish and Negro pix on his own.in 
the past, is directing a series of six 
all-colored films at Cinema Studios, 
Inc., Palisades, N. J., for Jack Gold- 
berg, of International Roadshows. 

Studio, which has recently en- 
larged its stages, is also making a 
geries of three-minute shorts for 








$11,000, | 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Wits. Week... .<sseces $280,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.............$230,400 
(Based on 11 theatres; 
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Barnacle Bill’-‘Feeling’ 


Big $8,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, July 22. 

The heat wave was stupendous 
last week, but a cooler turn over 
the weekend is helping theatre biz. 
A strong deterrent, however, is night 
baseball. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Miami’ (20th) and 
‘Getaway’ (M-G). Moveover from 





| Fifth Avenue looking for okay $2,500. 


Last week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) (3d 
wk) and ‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G) (5th 


wk), nifty $1,400, considering run 
and heat. ; 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1,900; 21-35)—‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) 
and ‘American Broadcast’ (20th) (2d 


run). Rated around $2,800, mild. 
Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
and #Wagons Roll’ (WB) (2d run), 


slow $1,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Shepherd 
Hilis’ (Par) and ‘Accent Love’ (20th). 
Anticipated good $7,000. Last week, 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Getaway’ 
(M-G), $4,000, slow. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-30-40)— 
‘This Wav Please’ (Par) and ‘Medico 


Painted Springs’ (Col). Likely to 
get good $5,500. Last week, ‘Cock- 
eyed Sailors’ (UA) and ‘Richest 


Man’ (Col), $3,400, mild. 


Metropolitan (University Bldg. 
Corp.) (1.087; 58-$1.73) — ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) (2d wk, four days). 


Garnering around $2,800, fair, on 
brief h.o. Last week $5,300, fair. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par). Extended 
run, from two weeks at Paramount, 
expect good $3,400. Last week, 
‘Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘West Point 
Widow’ (Par) (2d wk), $2,100, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Bad Man Missouri’ 
(WB) and ‘Out Fog’ (WB). Big 
$7.500. Last week. ‘Underground’ 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), 
$3,800, slow. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Sunset Wyoming’ (Rep) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U), plus vaude. Heading for 
$5,000, neat. Last week, ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U) and vaude, $3,100, poor. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Barnacle Bill’ 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—'Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (M-G) (2d run). Anticipate 
only $1,900, slow. Last week, ‘Dic- 
tator’ (UA) and ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) 
(2d run), $2,000, okay. 


GINGER NIFTY 
$19,000 IN HUB 


Boston, July 22. 

Ginger Rogers’ escapades with 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ are attracting 
approximately the same attention 
and coin as Clark Gable’s didoes 
with Rosalind Russell in ‘Bembay.’ 

Otherwise the biz is pale, but ‘In 
the Navy’ is still making news by 
grabbing a sixth week in its notable 
holdover score. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—In Navy’ (U) (6th wk in town) 
and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) (3d wk). 
Rating good $8,500, or better. Last 
week (third frame here after two 
at the Memorial), $9,500. okay. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Bride C.O.D. (WB) and 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from Met). Aiming at strong 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) (continued rv _ from Met) and 
‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep) (lst wk), 
$4,500. . 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55 )—Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) 
and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). Taking 
fine $19,000 and pointing to holdover. 
Lest week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
(RKO) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th), 
$13,000, off. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Get-Away’ (M-G). Getting blah 
biz, $11,000. Last week, ‘Bride 
C.0O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ 
(WB), $17,000 good. 

Orpheum (Lcew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and 
‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col). Flirting 
with dandy $19,000 and holdover. 
Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Adventure Washington’ (Col), $12,- 
000, okay. 

Paramount (M&P) 
44-55)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) (both con- 
tinued from Met).. Commendable 
$8,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th) (continued from Met) 
and ‘Ladv Louisiana’ (Rep) (1st wk), 
double, $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55 )— 
‘Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Sweetheart 
Campus’ (Col). Whizzing toward 
$15,000 and probable second stanza. 
Last week ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and 
‘Washington Adventure’ (Col), hold- 
over, good $9,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Angels Wings’ (Col) (revival) 
and ‘Double Cross’ (Prod) (ist run). 
Under-par $1,800 promised. 








(1,797; 28-39- 
(WB) and 





week, ‘Great Swindle’ (Col) and 
‘Thunder Afloat’ (M-G) (reissue), 
$2,000, off. 





Frisco Has All Kinds Opposish to Pix: 





Shepherd, $15,500, ‘Blossoms,’ 10156 


Key City Grosses 


re $1,518,500 
(Based on 27 cities, 172 thea- 
Estimated Total Gross 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
Bm. Ba 


Total Gross Same Week 
|. ee eee $1,327,900 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 theatres) 


‘Miami’-‘Crutches’ Dual 
Nice $10,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, July 22, 
Cool nights sent a lot of business 
to the theatres over the weekend, 
with ‘Moon Over Miami’ and ‘Bride 
Wore Crutches’ at the Orpheum 
likely to lead the town. 


Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Bride 
Crutches’ (20th). Nice $10,000. Last 
week ‘Flame New Orleans’ (U) and 
‘Reaching Sun’ (Par), fair $8,800. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 








and ‘Shining Victory’ (WB). Good 
$5,800. Last week ‘Underground’ 
(WB) and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col), 


good $5,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
——‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Magic 
Music’ (Par). Pretty fair $8,000. 
Last week ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and 
‘Wait for You’ (M-G) neat $8,500. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Great Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Lie’ (WB), split with ‘People Kil- 
dare’ (M-G), ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) 
and ‘Life Henry’ (Par) ng. $800. 
Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and 


‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB), split 
with ‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th), ‘Man 
Monster’ (U) and ‘Horror Island’ 
(U), ditto. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Pirates Horseback’ (Par), ‘Invisi- 
ble Woman’ (U) and ‘Sleepers West’ 
(20th), triple split with ‘Hands 
Across Rockies’ (Col), ‘Shadow 
Stairs’ (WB) and ‘Two-Fister Sher- 
iff’ (Col), and ‘Emergency Squad’ 
(Par) and ‘Capper Returns’ (UA). 
Improved $1,000. Last week ‘Mutiny 
Arctic’ (U), ‘Footlight Fever’ (RKQ) 
and ‘Geronimo’ (Par), triple-split 
with ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G), 
‘Couldn’t Say No’ (WB) and ‘Sea 
Wolf’ (WB), and ‘Blondie Latin’ 
(Col) and ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB), 
fair $900. 

Avenue - Military - | oe Gots 
8) — ‘ 


berg) (960-600-300; reat 
Broadcast’ (20th) apd ‘Great Lie’ 
(WB) spit with ‘People Kildare’ 
(M-G) new Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Life Henry’ (Par). Good $1,000. 
Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) 
and ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB), 


split with ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), 
‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Hor- 
ror Island’ (U), fair $900. 








Standout product of early summer release is swiftly 
| passing through the insatiable mill of first-run show- 
The newer releases that are coming into the 
exhibition field are drawing somewhat lower grosses. 


| The indications point to wide weekly fluctuations in 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44-| boxoffice figures until the new season’s productions 


| ings. 


| come to the screen after Sept. 1. 


| Group of four. or five’ sirong attractions during the 
past two months has completely contradicted the trade 
complaints that the film business has lost its public 
Survey of the exceptional grosses of ‘Caught 
in the Draft’ (Par), ‘In the Navy’ (U), ‘They Met in 
‘Love Crazy’ 


| appeal. 


Bombay’ (M-G) and 
| ample refutation to misgivings. 


and ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ (Par). 


Dick and Harry’ (RKO). 
fair. 
reached $105,000, phenomenal 


a fairish $12,000. 


spots. 


ing opening at $26,000. 





‘Mini-Films,’ jukebox pic device be- 
ing distributed by Charles Krolick. 





Following behind these features with satisfactory, if 
not smash business, are ‘The Bride Came C. O. D”’ 
(WB), ‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th), ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 


Current week also brought first reports from VARIETY 
correspondents on Ginger Rogers’ new starrer, ‘Tom, 
It rates from excellent to 
At the Music Hall, N. Y., the first week take 
for midsummer. In 
Boston it rang up a fine $19,000; in Cincinnati a good 
$12,509; in Baltimore a smash $16,000, and in Chicago 
It’s the brightest of the new entries. 

‘Caught in the Draft’ (Par) will finish its 5th week 
on Broadway after the current stanza, having rolled to 
a remarkable $35,000 for the 4th session. 
country the extended runs continue in a fewemportant 
Chicago, 4th week, and holding up; Louisville, 
4th and still strong, and 3d weeks reported in Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, Seattle, Detroit, Minneapolis and 
Newark. Second week in Brooklyn is $15,000, follow- 


_The Abbott-Costello comedy ‘In the Navy’ (U) in 
circulation ahead of ‘Draft,’ lingers at Boston for the 
6th week. at Detroit 5th; at Montreal, 2d, and opens 








$20,000. 


(M-G) furnishes 


ment. 


Across the 


NATIONAL B. O. SUMMARY 


Ginger Rogers Joins Cagney-Davis, ‘Miami’, ‘Shepherd’, Taking 
| Over as ‘Draft’, ‘In Navy’ and ‘Bombay’ Relinquish First Runs 


in Brooklyn to terrific $20,000. It’s already in the sub- 
sequents in a number of cities and registering big. 
‘Bride Came C.O.D” (WB) upholds the theory that | 
there are audiences for the starring films. In this the 
combination is James Cagney and Bette Davis. Opens 
on Broadway this week. Out of town the receipts are 
uniformly excellent. In Philadelphia, the opening is a 
big $16,000. Holdovers in many eities, as per Provi- 
dence, 2 weeks; Cincinnati, 2 weeks; Cleveland, 3 
weeks, and Baltimore, 3 weeks. Washington, Ist week, 


Extraordinary are the figures on ‘Shepherd of the 
Hills’ (Par), illustrating territorial tastes in film fare. 
Through the middle and far west the film has drawn 
exceptionally. Kansas City, 2 weeks; San Francisco, 
good $16,000; Seattle, big $7,000; Cleveland, lusty $12,000, 
and Louisville a lobby line at $8,000. In the east, how- 
ever, n.s.g. Philadelphia rings up poor $7,000, and 
Boston a weak $11,000. Evidently needs plenty of ad- 
vance exploitation. 

Some sidelights. 
capacity week at the Astor, N. Y., at $22,500. Soon to 
be switched to the Hollywood for extended engage- 
‘Fantasia’ perks up in its 37th week at the 
Broadway, N. Y. ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) responds 
to smart ballyhoo at thé Woods, Chicago, and is off to 
a run, after $11,300 Ist week, and $9,000, 2d. ‘In the 
Navy’ (U) opens with a broadside in Minneapolis and 
is pointed to smash the previous Abbott-Costello stay 
of 10 weeks in ‘Buck Privates. ‘Dare Not Love’ and 
‘Adventure in Washington’ (both W®) team it for satis- 
factory $6,000 in Montreal. ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (Disney- 
RKO) showing stronger at the b.o. with each key city 
opening. Hit $17,000 1st week in ‘Frisco. 

From now until the end of August it looks like a 
product scramble for the better type houses. 
smart booking and careful selection of duals can make 
up for the dearth of heavy draws. Maybe the B’s at 
last are coming into their own. 


‘Sergeant York’ fiinishes 


its 3d 


Only 





San Francisco, July 22. 

Nothing very exciting along Mar. 
ket street this week, things being al- 
most as quiet as last week, which 
saw all pix dipping below expecta. 
tions. 

Warmer weather, the opening of 
the Roller Derby, vacations, baseball, 
and general lethargy just about tel] 
the b.o. story. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th). Doesn’t look like much 
over average $15,500. Last (2d-fina)) 
week, ‘Bride COD’ (WB) and ‘Singa- 
pore Woman’ (WB), $10,000, fair. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44. 
55) — ‘Seattergood’ (RKO) plus 
Brenda and Cobina on stage. Selling 
the glamour-ghouls here, with March 
of Time and the feature getting equal 
second-billing, for so-so $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) and 
vaude, did better than hoped for at 
$17,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50 )—‘Monster and Girl’ (Par) and 
‘Hit Road’ (U). Five-day filler will 
do well to get within str iking dis- 
tance of $5,000. Last week, ‘Knew 
All Answers’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
Society’ (Col), fair $7,300. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
away’ (M-G) (2d wk). Holdover 
won't do more than $8,000 after 
slightly above average first week of 
$13,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ (Par) (moveover), 
Word of mouth good, but not more 
than $5,000 expected. Last week 
‘Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Shot Dark! 
(WB), fine $5,500 on second move- 
over week. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
40-50) — ‘Three Cockeyed Sailors’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Will be lucky to get 
$4,000. First week, n.s.g. $7,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 
—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Accent 
Love’ (20th). Not so forte here. with 


just average $10,500. Last week, 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par), aided by word of 


mouth to fine $13,000, 





MARX BROS., $8,000, 
HAVE B.0. IN L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 22. 

Two deluxers, Rialto and Loew's 
State, are garnering the bulk of the 
coin currently, while biz at the 
others is just fair. 

Plenty of money being released in 
this area to defense workers, but 
very little of it finding it’s way to 
first-run wickets. Department stores 
and other lines, however, are notic- 
ing increases. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) 
(2d wk). Fourth downtown week 
and still keeping cashier busy. Will 
ring up good $2,500. Last week, 
nice $3,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—'Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Cheyenne’ (U). Biz in normal sum- 
| mer tempo at this main stemmer and 
now feeling a little competish from 
the new Ohio, operated by Settos 
Bros. Pacing for medium. $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Great Lie’ 





(WB) and 





Uncertain Feeling’ (U), split with 
| ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ (RKO) and 
|‘Adam Sons’ (Col), excellent $1,500. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
| 30-40)‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Dare 
Not Love’ (Col). Marx brothers’ 
stepping to healthy $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Ad- 


venture Washington’ (Col) (2d wk), 
mild $5,000. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 


15-30-40)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). 
Oats opera in class house not getting 
any bumper returns. probably fair- 
ish $2,700. Last week. ‘Bride C.O.D.’ 
(WB) (2d wk). good $3,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par). New ver- 
sion of old story bringing in good 
number of oldsters and general b.0. 
pace okay at $8.000. ~Last week, 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Ride Va- 
quero’ (20th). fine $8,000. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40)—Dance Hall’ (20th) and 
‘Very Young Lady’ (20th). Pair of 


so-so programmers getting medium 
$2,700. Last week. ‘Sunnv’ (RKO) 
and ‘Meet Again’ (RKO), ditto. 


Glued to the Saddle 


Hallywood, July 22. 

Tim Holt gallops into a new series 
of saddle shows for 1942-43 at RKO 
after he hons off his hoss in the 
present sextet. 

Currently Holt ts doing the third 
of his 1941-42 chores, titled ‘Riding 
the Wind.’ In the meantime he is 
slated for a sea-going story, “fhe 
Marines Are Ready.’ 
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Chi Crix Don't Like Tom, $12,000: 
‘Miami -Kaye Orch Fine 386, Buck's 
‘Cavalcade, 2d, Plenty Clicko $9,000 





Cateoge, pete J .. 
money news on pictures, out- 
R ange? the sensational ‘Caught in 
he Draft,’ is the Frank Buck flicker, 
‘Jungle Cavaleade.’ Brought into 
the Woods, it came¢ up with a great 
first week and looks like a money-~- 
maker for several more weeks to 
come. 

Terry Turner and Bob Hickey of 
RKO turned in a fine exploitation 
job. 

Critics took a couple of pokes at 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry, topping the 
Palace double bill, and, with mild 
word-of-mouth as another deterrent, 
this flicker is not in line for much. 


my Kaye orchestra is the coin 
Bree the Chicago, tied in with 
oon Over Miami,’ while the State- 
Iske has a reissue, ‘This Way Please 
on ite screen, based on the new high 
radio rating of Fibber McGee and 
Molly. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Caus ht Draft’ (Par). This is the 
fourth loop week for this sensational 
money-maker and will currently cor- 
ral happy $6,500. Last week, ‘Uncer- 
tain Fee:ing’ (UA), wobbly $3,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,300; 35-55-75)— 
‘Miami’ (20th) and Sammy Kaye 
orch on stage. Kaye orchestra is 
the eoin-getter this week and will 
ride house to $38,000, fine. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) finished 
three rousing weeks, tied in on_the 

nale with Rochester and the Dick 
orale orchestra on the stage, to 
wind up with hotcha $44,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Barnacle’ (M-G). Not much for 
his one and will limp in with $3,000. 
Fast week, ‘Knew Answers’ (Col), 
was a single-session item at $4,100. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44 )— 
‘Dietator’ (UA) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO). 
Money this week will be around 

verage at $6,000. Last week, ‘Penny 
Berenade (Col) and ‘New Orleans 

U) was fine money combo at $8,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘San An- 
tonio’ (U). Not much public ap- 

roval of this one, with the Ginger 

ogers name as the best b.o. pull, 
and the total looks like $12,000, fair 
enough. Last week, ‘Dragon’ (RKO) 
and ‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO), meagre 
$8,100. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 


75)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Meading for okay $8,500, after 
eoming with neat $13,200 on _ its 
initial stanza. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44- 

)—‘This Way Please’ (Par) and 

’s Fun’ unit. With upped week- 
iy ght hg the house is getting $17,- 
600 currently. Last week, ‘Hit Road’ 

) and vaude, neat $17,900. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Bombay’ (M-G) (3d 
Wk). Clark Gable moniker still a 
magnet and this picture is making 
goin, riding to $11,500 currently after 
oming up with healthy $14,400 on 
ts second session. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 33-44-55) 
—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Proving a great freak item for 
money, with powerful afternoon and 
morning business. For the second 
week will come in with $9,000, plenty 
ine, after snagging bouncing $11,300 
on initial week. 


GINGER-VAUDE HEAVY 
$16,000 IN BALTIMORE 








Baltimore, July 22. 
The combo Hipp reopened its doors 
last week (16) after a three-week 
period of alterations and is cashing 
in heavily on ‘Tom, Dick and Harry,’ 
tied to stage layout featuring Dinah 
Shore. 
Only other new entry in slew of 
0.8 is ‘Barnacle Bill’ at Loew’s 
entury, where trade is fairish. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
28-44)—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). Hold- 
ing fairish pace to possible $10,000. 
ast week, second, ‘Met Bombay’ 
(M-G), all right $8'900. 
ippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
5-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Tom, Dick’ 
RKO) plus stage layout headed by 
pina Shore. Ginger Rogers get- 
ting a big play. Big ballyhoo around 
io aps no eo ged remodeled 
: ee fe) i 
$16,000. should reach bullish 
° Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
8-39-44) —‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3rd 
wk), Maintaining nice pace to $6,000, 
atter mopping up in record-breaking 
style at $26,700 for previous brace. 
ure (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
Hitt Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d wk). 
rg it off rather steadily at indi- 
cated 4,500, after reaching okay $6,- 
on initial sesh. 
55 tanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
G —‘Bride C.0.D”’ (WB) (3d wk). 
afore ,flong fairly well at $5,500, 
t chalking up very healthy total 
of $24,300 for previous two rounds. 












| Keith’s (WB) 
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2-Day Vaude Helps ‘Miami’ 
In Newark to Fine $16,000 


Newark, July 22. 

Closing of the Paramount theatre 
for repairs and modernization has 
boosted attendance at remaining 
three first-run houses here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—Knew All Answers’ (Col) and 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col). Good $14,- 
000 in sight. Last week, ‘Under- 
ground’ (WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ 
(WB), nice $13,500. 

Paramount (Adams - Paramount) 
(2,200; 28-33-44-55) — Closed this 
week. Last week, ‘Caught in Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Country Fair’ (Rep) (3d 
wk), pleasing $10,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th). This dual, plus 
five vaudeville acts Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, will probably lead 
to swell $16,000. Last week, ‘Devil 
Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Repent Leisure’ 
(RKO) and vaude three days, fair 
$12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Cheers Miss 
Bishop’ (UA) (2d wk). Mild $8,500 
expected. Last week, neat $14,500. 


‘SHEPHERD’ LOW 
$7,000 IN PHILLY 





Philadelphia, July 22. 

The vacation exodus has struck 
with full force here this week and 
outside of a couple of houses along 
the Film Rialto, boxoffices have 
fallen off alarmingly. 

Only bright spots are the Earle, 
vaudfilmer, and the Stanley, where 
some bright exploitation has helped 
to bring the house into the black 
ink side of the ledger. Best stunt, 
which received lots of attention 
from the dailies, was the stranding 
of a young bride-to-be in a New 
York hotel and sending her to Philly 
by cab, C.O.D. 

Estimates for This Week 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Night 
in Lisbon’ (Par) (2d run), split. 


Scant $2,800. ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) 
(2d run) opened today (Monday). 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Scraping 
bottom for poor $7,000—almost an 
all-time low for the house. Last 
week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), poor 
$11,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Big Store’ (M-G) with stage show 
headed by Harry James. orch. 
| Pulling okay $20,000. Last week, 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and Gene 
Krupa on stage, bangup $21,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d wk.). 
Slowed somewhat on third ride for 
$9 800. Last semester grabbed 
sunny $15,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB). Very 
poor $2,300 for this weakie. Last 
week, ‘Shining Victory’ (WB). also 
in the turkey class with sour $2,500. 
(2.220: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Onlv mediocre success with even 
$4,000. Last week. ‘In Navy’ (U), 
showed effects of milking with only 
so-so $2,500 for second week of sec- 
ond run and fifth week downtown. 

Stanley (WB) (2.916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Bride C.O.D.” (WB). Marquee 
names and good exploitation build- 
ing Cagney-Davis starrer to fine 
$16,000. Last week, poor $7,000 for 
second heat of ‘Moon Miami’ (20th). 


Stanton (WB) (1.457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Holdover of Berry’s latest effort 


getting okay $4,200, after 


$6,000 for initial try. 


PROV. RAIN HELPS B.0.5; 
‘SHEPHERD’ FINE $8,000 


Providence, July 22. 
Grosses are unusually high for the 
season, but the weather, too, has 
been unusually dampish. 
‘Barnacle Bill’ at Loew’s State, 
‘Man Hunt’ at Majestic’ and ‘Shep- 
herd of the Hills’ at Strand are all 
running strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Shin- 
ing Victory’ (WB) (2d run). Step- 
ping along to neat $3.000. Last week 
'*Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Cowboy 
| Blonde’ (20th) (2d run), niftv $3.000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35 )— 
'*‘Gang’s Here’ (Mono) and ‘Silver 


zingy 




















First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 24 


Aster—‘Sergeant York’ 
(4th wk.). 


Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(37th wk.). 
Capitol—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 2) 
Criterion—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 3, 1940) 
Globe—‘Bullets for O’Hara’ 
(WB) (26). 


Music Hall—‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 
Palace — ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 11) 
Paramount — ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ (Par) (5th wk.). 


Rialto—‘Murder by Invitation’ 
(Mono) (23). 


Roxy-——‘Parson of Panamint’ 
(Par) (25). 
(Reviewed in Vaniety, June 25) 
Strand—‘Bride Came C. O. D’’ 
(WB) (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 2) 
Week of July 31 


Astor—‘Sergeant York’ 
(5th wk.). 

Broadway—'‘Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(38th wk.). 

Capitel—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 


(WB) 


(WB) 


Glope—‘Bullets - for O’Hara’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 
Music Hall—‘Tom, Dick and 


Harry’ (RKO) (3d wk.). 
Palace — ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 
Paramount—‘Shepherd of 


Hills’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 18) 
Rialto—‘I Was a Prisoner’ 
(Col). 


Strand—‘Bride Came C. O. D’’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 








GABLE - RUSSELL 
HIGH $19,000 
IN WASH. 





Washington, July 22. 

This time it’s different; nobody’s 
complaining. Grosses aren’t astro- 
nomical, but there’s a solid spread of 
business all over town. 

Davis-Cagney ‘Bride Came C.O.D.,’ 
at Earle, has slight edge for lead 
over Palace’s ‘Bombay.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 

-——‘Moon Miami’ (20th) plus vaude. 


good enough $18,000. Last week 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and vaude, fair 
$18,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) (2d run). Second 
main stem week just average $4,760. 
Last week ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) (2d 
run), third downtown stanza, sweet 
$6,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.”’ (WB) plus vaude. 
Davis-Cagney combo good for fine 
$20,000. Last week ‘Out of Fog’ 
(WB) and vaude, weak $15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55 )—‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO). Good. no- 
tices and word-of-mouth boosting it 
to unexpected $9,000, and it may 
draw second term. Last week ‘In 
Navy’ (U) (3d week), profitable 
$6,800. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Plainsman’ (Par). Revival smash-~ 
ing through to excellent $7,500. Last 
week ‘Underground’ (WB) (2d 
week), excellent $4,900. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Bombay’ (M-G) Gable-Russell 
draw a sure magnet for top-notch 
$19,000. Last week ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) (2d week), held up to fine 
$13,500. 





Stallion’ (Mono). Kids are helping 
plenty for good $2,800. Last week 
‘One Million’ (20th) (reissue) and 
‘Men Tiberlands’ (U), good $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U). Nifty $10,000. Last week ‘Bride 
C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB), swell $12,000. 

State Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Prisoner 
Devil's Island’ (Col). Looks like 
good $11.000. Last week ‘Met Bom- 
bay’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure Wash- 
ington’ (Col) (2d wk.), great $11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Angels 
Wings’ (Par). Proving attractive 





|} ton Blackie’ 
' $7,500, 





Booted in by critics, but managing | 








and shooting for swell $8,900. TLast|‘Wings Steel’ 
| week ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Bos- | Last week ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) 
(Col) (2d wk.), bright | 








Dog Days Hit Broadway Holdover Biz 
But ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ Strong $105,000; 





Dance Hall Drab 2G; York’ $22,500 


bf 


Bride’ Hot $9,000 
In Cooler Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, July 22. 

Cooling breezes apparently having 
a good effect on the b.o, in the 
Hoosier Capitol this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) plus ‘San 
Antonio Rose’ (U). Good $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th), average $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not 
Love’ (Col). Poor $8,000. Last week, 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adventure 
Washington’ (Col) (2d wk), okay 
$7,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
‘Paper Bullets’ (Rep) and ‘Wake Up 
America’ on stage. Fair $8,500. Last 


week, ‘Passage Hong Kong’ plus 
Phil Harris orch, swell $17,000. 


GINGER, $12,300, 
PEPPY IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, July 22. 

Cinema center’s trade this week is 
holding to mid-year par, same as 
last week. . 

B.o. ace currently is ‘Tom, Dick 
and Harry,’ at Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tom, Dick arid Harry’ (RKO). Gin- 
ger Rogers’ starrer nice $12,500. 
Same last week for ‘Bride C.O.D.’ 
= which put on steam in last 
half. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Held for sec- 
ond week of moveover run. Swell 
$6,000, following last week’s big $8,- 


500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Shot Dark’ (WB) and ‘Redhead’ 
(Mono), split with ‘Passage From 
Hong Kong’ (WB) and ‘Silver Stal- 
lion’ (Mono). Summer tempo $1,800. 
Ditto last week for ‘Wranglers Roost’ 
(Mono) and ‘Big Boss’ (Col), divided 
with ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) and 











‘Gang’s All Here’ (Mono). 
Grand (RKO) (1.430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.” (WB). Moveover 


from Albee for second week. Good 
$4,200. Same last week on ‘Moon 
Miami’ (20th) (2d run). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Blondie Society’ (Col). Slow $3,- 
500. Last week. ‘Tight Shoes’ (U), 
disappointing $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 33-40-50)— 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th). Second move- 
over for third week on front line. 
Fair $3,000. Ditto last week with 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) (3d run). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Getting $9,- 
000, under expectations based on 
pic’s showing in other key spots. 
Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), slow 


| $8,000. 





‘FLAME N.0.’ TORCHY 
$8,500 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 22. 

Attractive film fare is keeping the 
grosses at summer par up and down 
the main stem. ‘Flame of New Or- 
leans’ is stacking up impressively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Barnacle Sill’ (M-G) and ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB). Looks over $10,- 
000, satisfactory. Last week ‘Kiss 
Boys’ (Par), $10,000, oke. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Passage 
Hong Kong’ (WB). May go to nice 
$8,000. Last week (8 days), “Met 
Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘West Point 
Widow’ (Par), extended session drew 


over fine $8,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Kiss 
Boys’ (Par) (2d run) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th). Indicates profitable 
$7,500. Last week ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Accent Love’ (20th) (2d 
run), neat $8,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Flame New Orleans’ (U) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U). Bowling along for very 
gratifying $8,500. Last week ‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col), (reissue) and ‘Blondie 
Cupid’ (Col), thin $4,500. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—‘Shining Victory’ (WB) and 
(WB). Lean $5,500. 





and ‘Here Comes Happiness’ (RKO), 
under $6,000. 











‘band 





Summer weather is plainly re- 
flected at the Broadway wickets this 
week although flock of holdovers, all 
past their second weeks, are standing 
up comparatively well. Newcomers 
varied from disappointing to power- 
ful, with ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ at 
the Music Hall heading for a hefty 
$105,000, which means probably two 
more weeks. Disappointer is ‘Dance 
Hall’ at the Roxy, liberally panned 
by critics. Likely will not top 
$24,000, lowest first week here in 
some time. Succeeded by ‘Parson of 
Panamint’ on Friday, house breaks 
away from recent solid 20th-Fox 
bookings with a Paramount picture. 


‘Sergeant York’ continyes scaling 
the heights at the Astor for near- 
capacity $22,500 on third session. 
Only booked for six weeks at this 
theatre; so moves to the’ Hollywood 
for extension of two-a-day after ex- 
piration of this term. 


Paramount’s ‘Caught in Draft’ is 
the topflight extended runner, head- 
ing for a robust $35,000 on its fourth 
stanza concluded last (Tuesday) 
night. Picture and stage show, out- 
side of Will Bradley’s band, stays for 
a fifth week. Joe Venuti crew opens 
today in place of Bradley. Cab Cal- 
loway and ‘Manpower’ managing to 
get around $24,000 for third session 
at the Strand. 

Ted Lewis and his Rhythm Rhap- 
sody revue, feeling the summer biz 
dip, is accounting for most of $19,000 
on tap at the State. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (WB) (1,012: 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20)—-"York’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Week ending last Monday (21) night 
hefty $22,500, mighty close to ca- 
pacity. Picture stays here to Aug. 
10, original booking, and then con- 
tinues run at Hollywood. 


Broadway (Disney) (1,895: 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Dis- 
ney) (37th wk). Running along at 
around recent levels, with $8,800 re- 
ported for 36th week, slightly ahead 
of previous stanza. Present pace in- 
dicates it may stay until fall season. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Bombay’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Sticking up close to second 
week level, $14,000, not so bad. De- 
cision to hold came after ads had 
gone out on ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), 
coming in this week. Film did better 
than expected at $17,000 second 
week. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (35-44-55-75)— 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G). Opens 
here today (Wednesday) after ‘In 
the Navy’ (U) finished sixth week 
with $9,500. That’s a comedown 
from recent takings, but nice profit. 
Previous week okay $10,000. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G) (re- 
issue). Satisfactory $7,000 or there- 
abouts, but stays only one week. 
‘Underground’ (WB) collected $7,500 
on fourth and final week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)-——‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) 
(3d wk). Fair $6,000 this week, after 
slick $10,000 on second week. ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO) opens to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Caught in Draft’ (Par) (5th 
wk) and Joe Venuti band, plus Jane 
Froman, Danny Kaye and same stage 
show as with Will Bradley’s crew on 
stage previous four weeks. Rousing 
$35,000 for fourth week concluded 
last (Tuesday) night. Bradley band 


out this week because of previous 
date. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Tom, 
Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and stage show. 
Ginger Rogers’ latest bringing back 
happy days, with powerful $105,000. 
Stays at least two more weeks. 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) registered 
$68,000 for third week, in ahead. 

Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)— 
‘Getaway’ (M-G). Only mild $5,500 
in prospect. ‘Time Out Rhythm’ 
(Col) fairish $5,500 in previous ses- 
sion. ‘Murder by Invitation’ (Mono) 
opens today (Wednesday), after pre- 
view last night. 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85 ) 
—Dance Hall’ (20th) plus stage 
show. Highly disappointing with 
under $24,000 in prospect. Goes out 
in favor of ‘Panamint’ (Par), opening 
Friday. ‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) 
and Bowes’ Star Parade on stage. 
$28,000 in second and final week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) 
(2d run) and Ted Lewis on stage. 
Lewis combo helping to get $19,000, 
okay takings, since film had extended 
run on Broadway. Last week, ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) (2d run) and ‘vaude, 
fair $19,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Manpower’ (WB) and Cab Cal- 
loway unit on stage (3d wk). Sagged 
in final session to $24,000, after sturdy 
$32,008 on second week. ‘Bride 
Came C,O.D”’ (WB) and Phil Harris 
olen Friday. 
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Defense Coin Unloosens in Cleve.: 


‘Miami 12G, Underground’ 64, 6 OK 








i. 
— ? 


Cleveland, July 22. 

Defense money in airplane plants | 
and tool-making factories is being | 
thawed out at last by mid-summer 
crop of films, It’s evident in fact 
that even the RKO Palace, which 
had been hitting bottom-scraping 
grosses up to now, is running ‘Un- 
derground’ up to a respectable fig- 
ure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Bride C.O.D. (WB). Off to races 
for moveover (3d wk), breezy $4,- 
000 and a fourth round in sight. 
Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), fine 
$4,500 on third stanza. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—'Moon Miami’ (20th). House 
could stand more musical sunshine 
like this, heading for strong $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d 
wk), jim-dandy $9,300. 2 

Palace (RKO? (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Underground’ (WB). One of first 
all-out war thrillers to make money 
without any marquee help; augurs 
at least $6,500. Last week, ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th), very poor $3,700. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Going over 
the $12,000 mark, more than satis~ 
factory, since it’s pulling better than 
last week’s ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), 
which caught nice $10,250. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55 )—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G). Fits into 
its shiftover niche here smoothly, 

ood for $5,000. Last week, ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) (2d wk), traveled fast 
at $8,900. 


HEAT NIPS PORT., ORE., 
‘NAVY’ DUAL GREAT 96 


Portland, Ore., July 22. 

Heat struck these parts with such | 
ferocity last week the burg just} 
curled up—and biz died. In spite of| 
cooled theatres, people headed out! 
of town fast as super-sixes and 
jalopies would run. 

‘In the Navy’ holding up well at 
the Broadway currently, with ‘Moon 
Over Miami’ doing okay at the 
Paramount. Both are cooled houses. 
‘Caught in Draft’ still rolling along 


in a fourth stanza moveover at May- 
fair. 











enough $2,200. Last week, fair $2,500. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘Feu de Paille’ (5th 
wk). About $700 is moos outlook, 
fter poor $900 last week. 
. St. all (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—'Le Petit Roi’ and ‘Donodoo. 
Average $2,500 in sight. Last week, 
‘Beaux Jours’ and ‘Adhemar Avia- 
teur,’ mediocre $2,600. 


Odd Statistics 
On Type of Fans 
For Drive-Ins 








Chicago, July 22. 

Click of the northside Drive-In 
has prompted N. S. Barger to obtain 
ground for two additional auto the- 
atres, one on the far southside and 
the other on the west. Construction 
immediately is stalled by lack of 
materials caused by the various de- 
fense projects. 

Meanwhile the northside Drive-In 
has corralled some interesting show 
business facts in the month of its 
operation. Initial point is the fact 


that the majority of the patrons use 
the more expensive autos. Statistics 
are checked through license num- 
bers carefully assembled for mailing | 
lists. 

Anéther point is the steady climb 
of children patronage. Starting off | 





‘at some 100 to 150 kids a day, the | Wings’ (Rep). Quiet $12,000. Last 


place is now playing to as many as | 
600 minors nightly. On the other | 
side is the predominance of the very | 
old people, including many who are | 
not generally seen in downtown or 
even nabe houses, 

Station wagons are popular and 
even trucks have been used to haul 
in parties of 10 people and more. 





Goldsteins’ Outdoorer 
Holyoke, Mass., July 22. 
The Goldsteins, Samuel and 





Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘In the Navy’ (U) and ‘Flame of 
New Orleans’ (U). Opened ahead of 
schedule and going over for great 
$9,000. Last 10 days, ‘They Met in 
eer’ (M-G), single, strong $13,- 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50) — ‘Caught in Draft’ 
(Par) and ‘Melody for Three’ (RKO). 
Moveover from Paramount for 
fourth week, satisfactory $4,000. Last 
week ‘Love Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Suez’ 
(20:h) took good enough $3,100 in 
third week. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800: 35-40-50) —‘Man Hunt’ (20th) 
and ‘Time Out for Rhythm’ (Col). 
Taking good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Cow- 
boy and Blonde’ (20th) closed a sec- 
ond week for nice $4,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Moon Over Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par). 
Looks like nice $7,200 considering 
the weather. Last week, ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par) and ‘Melody for Thrée’ 
(RKO) ended third week at high 
$5,000 and moved to Mayfair. 


United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 35- | 


40-50) — ‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) 
and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). In line 
high $7,500. Last week. ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G) and ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB) 
Mice $5,500. 





Dragon’ Neat $6,500 


In Spotty Montreal 





Montreal. July 22. 


The ‘A’ houses along Main street 


taking all the picture biz current 
with the balance poor. y, 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700; 30-45-62)—In 
Navy’ (U) (2d wk). Sighting good 
$5,000, after fine $6.800 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 30-45-62) — 
‘Dare Not Love’ (WB) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (WB). Juicy (for 
season) $6,000 ahead. Last week, 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Bride 
Criitches’ (20th), fair $4,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-53-67)— 
*Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). Pointing 
to good $6.500. Last week. ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G). h.o., fair $4,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 
“Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G). Weak $2.500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Shining Victory’ (WB) 
and ‘Devil Dogs’ (WB). voor $2.200. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1.100: 30-40-60 )-— 


for | 


Nathan, of the Western Massachu- 
setts theatre chain, are not planning 
to erect any outdoor cinema on 
Easthampton Road. Land ‘covers 
about 30 acres, situated near the 
lookout tower of Anniversary Park. 





BEERY’S $9,500 LEADER 
IN DULL KANSAS CITY 


Kansas City, July 22. 

Light is the word for film grosses 
currently. 

Three of five first-run houses have 
holdovers, and new films are of 
medium calibre. 

Weather over the weekend was 
ideal but biz held up better than ex- 
pected. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire- Uptown (Fox Midwest) 
(820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Man Hunt’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Holdover is not 
strong and may not last week out; 
$4,500. Last week, cheerio $8,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Campus’ (Col), Beery doing 
above average $9,500. Last week, 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
ture Washington’ (Col), second week, 
acceptable $7,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—'Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) 
(Ist wk). Combined pair should 
gurner around $6,500, good. Last 
week, ‘Shepherd’ solo, cheery $8,300. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Many Blondes’ (U) with Irene Ver- 
million heading vaude. Draw only 
fair $5,900. Last week, ‘San An- 
tonio Rose’ (Rep) with Little Jack 
Little band, gave house one of its 
better weeks at $8,500. 


‘NAVY’-‘FEELING’ FINE 
$20,000 IN B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, July 22. 
Fine biz at Loew’s Metropolitan 
with ‘In the Navy’ and ‘That Un- 
certain Feeling.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Big Store’ (M-G) and ‘Girl News’ 
(20th). Mild $13,000. Last week, 
‘Man Hunt’ (20th) (2d wk) and 
‘Young Lady’ (20th), okay $14,500. 
Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Angels 











week, ‘Underground’ (WB) and 
‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), good 
$15,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 


‘In Navy’ (UA) and ‘Uncertain Feel- 
ing’ (U). Strong $20,000. Last week, 
‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Hello Sucker’ 
(U), good $16,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 
‘Poison Pen’ (Rep) (2d wk). Neat 
$15,000. Last week, good $26,000. 





‘Answers’-Vaude Tops 
Denver, Strong 146 


Denver, July 22. 
‘She Knew All Answers’ and ‘Fun- 

















Ft. Worth’s Ist Drive-In 
Fort Worth, July 22. 


which opened Friday night (18), 
played to capacity crowds the first 
two nights—the spaces for 408 auto- 
mobiles being quickly taken. Henry 
A. Brownlee is manager, The Drive- 
|in is the sixth to open in Texas, and 
all proving successful. 





Apollon-‘Widow’ Blend 
For Big 1036, Memphis 


Memphis, July 22. 
A terrific local favorite, Dave 
| Apollon has done a land office trade 
lat the Malco the five days ending to- 
day (22) with his ‘10th Anniversary 
Revue.’ Siraight film houses are also 
faring pretty well. 
Estimates for This Week 











disappointment at $3,500. Last week, 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d wk), $4,200. 
swell. 

Palace (Loew) 
‘Barnacle Bill’ 


(M-G), eight 
Good title 


for Beery is priming to 


Miami’ (20th) (2d wk), $4,300, great 
for repeater. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). Picture got 
rave notices, might nab $5,000. Last 


week, ‘Man Hunt’ (20th), $4,700, 
okay. 
Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 33-44- 


55)—‘West Point Widow’ (Par) and 
Dave Apollon stage show, five days. 
Tremendous Apollon appeal pulling 
this twin bill to socko $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) h.o. 
three days, and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U), 





four days, $2,700, weak, 
Strand (Lightman) (10-22-33)— 
‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Sweethearts 


Campus’ (Col), split week, Fright 
flickers good and Nelson-Hilliard 
following might up this one to $1,700. 
Last week, ‘Roundup’ (Par), three 
days; ‘Roar Presses’ (Mono) wo 
days; ‘Was Prisoner’ (Col), two days, 





Fort Worth’s first Drive-in theatre, | 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— | 
‘Underground’ (WB). Without 
marquee names, Nazi expose is no 


(2,200; 10-33-44 )— | 
days. | 


acceptable $4,700. Last week, ‘Moon } 


| zafire’ unit on stage is drawing one| 
| of the best grosses this week in 
;some time. ‘Shepherd of Hills’ is 
strong in second week at the Den- 
| ham, and staying. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40) — 
| ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB). After a 
week at the Denver, good $5,000, | 
Last week, ‘Moon Over Miami’! 
| (20th), after a week at the Denver, | 
| fair $3,500. | 
Broadway (Fox) (1.040: 25-35-40) 
—‘Met in Bombay ’(M-G) and ‘Hurry, 
| Charlie’ (RKO). After two weeks at 
| the Orpheum, fair $2,600 here. 
| week, ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), after 
| a week at each the Denver, Aladdin 
| and Rialto, poor $2.500. 
|; Denham (Cockrill) 
| 40)—‘Shepherd of the Hills’ (Par) 
(2d wk). Good $8,500. Last week. 
‘Shepherd’ (Par), big $14,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 
‘Knew All the Answers’ 
‘Funzafire’ on stage. Fine $14.000. 
Last week. ‘Bride Came C.OD’ 
(WB) and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) big 
$12,000. 
Orpheum 
—‘Big 
(M-G). 
‘They 


(1,750; 25-35- 


(Col), and 


(RKO) 
Store’ (M-G) 
Fair $8,000. 
Met in Bombay’ 


(2,600; 25-35-40) 


Last 


(M-G) and 


‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO) dropped to | 


| $6.000 for their second week. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40) — 
‘Kisses for 


Breakfast’ (WB) and 
Lady from Louisiana’ (Rep). Fair 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Shining Victorv’ 


, (WB) and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (1) 
oe $4,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) — ‘Moon 
| Over Miami’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin. and 
‘Men of Timberland’ (U). Good 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 
| Baby’ (WB), after a week at each 
| the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Affec- 
| tionately Yours’ (WB), fair $1,750. 


Maria’s Top Perch 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Maria Montez moves into her first 
top role at Universal in ‘Captive 
Wild Woman,’ currently in prepara- 
tion with George Waggner as asso- 
ciate producer. 
| Picture goes before the cameras as 
| soon as Waggner finishes ‘Bad Lands 
of Dakota,’ nearing completion, 














$21,000 with ‘Saint’s Vacation’ (RKO) 


| (WB), 
Last | $1,000 in five days. 


25-35-40) — | 


and ‘Getaway’ | 
week, 





Pitt Upbeat Continues 





Phil Harris-‘Bad Men’ Nifty $20,000, But ‘Shepherd’ 
Weak $10,000 . 





> 


‘BRIDE,’ NICE $16,000, 
ONLY NEW PIC IN DET. 


Detroit, July 22. 

First-runs here, coming up to the 
new buying season, are jockeying 
themselves into a nice spot by back- 
ing up plenty of product. 

is week finds the town, which 
for weeks has been strong on_hold- 
overs, with only one house, Michi- 
gan, with a fresh bill, ‘Bride Came 
C.O.D.’ and ‘Singapore Woman.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
(U) (5th wk). Still moving briskly, 
this may tuck another $5,000 on last 
week’s $5,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d wk) 
and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col). Should 
top $14,000 neatly, after last week’s 





in the secondary picture spot. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Makings 
of nice $16,000. Last week, ‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) and ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (2d wk), slick $16,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Sea Wolf’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Latter moved from two weeks 
at Michigan. Looks like $9,000, after 
the same figure last week when ‘Sea 
Wolf’ was paired with ‘Scattergood 
Baines’ (RKO). 


Abbott-Costello 
Great $9,000 In 
Healthier Mols. 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
The boxoffice skies continue 
brighter and clearer. A number of 
respectable takings during the past 


fortnight has inspired the hope that 
a sustained turn from the long down- 
ward trend is in the making. While 
rainy and cool weather and strong 
pictures undoubtedly are important 
factors in the stimulated grosses, 
there’ apparently is a generally bet- 
ter feeling and atmosphere, too. 
Loop is still talking about the re- 
markable achievement of Paul 
Whiteman in pulling $17,500, which 
was $3,500 above the original esti- 
mate, into the Orpheum in the face 
of opposition from numerous. tough 
Aquatennial celebration attractions, 
including five street parades. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— | 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) and ‘Cowboy | 
Blonde’ (20th), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB) and ‘Mu- 
tiny Arctic’ (U). Galloping toward | 
okay $1,800 in eight days. Last week, | 
‘Black Cat’ (U) and ‘Thieves Fall’ | 
dual first-runs, 











satisfactory | 


| 
| 


Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— | 


| ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d wk). Moved | 


| here after copping terrific $20,000 in | 


| fortnight at State. Still showing box- 
| office vitality and should wind up to 
| mild $2,600. Last week, ‘Man Hunt’ | 
(20th), good $4,300 in eight days. 

| Esquire (Berger) (290; 28)—‘After 
Main Kampf’ (Indie). Timely ee | 
ture grabbing some attention, Satis- | 
factory $800 in prospect. Last week, | 
‘Race Suicide’ (Indie) and ‘Sally | 
Rand’s Nude’ (Indie) (2d wk), good | 
$1,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (998: 28)—‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ (UA), Hitting good $3,400 clip. 
Last week, ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U), | 
$2,200, okay. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44 )— 
| ‘In Navy’ (U). ‘Abbott and Costello 
all the rage here now following 10- 
week run of ‘Buck Privates’ and this 
comedy cashing in for big $9,000. 
Last week, ‘She Knew All Answers’ 
(Col) plus Payl Whiteman’s orch, 
zoomed to stupendous $17.500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)—‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G). Clark Gable greas- 
ing turnstiles. Picture well liked. 
too, and catching plenty of feminine 
trade. Nice $7,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d wk). 
fine $6,500 after térrific $13,200 first 
canto. 

Uptown (Par) (1,300: 28-35)— 
‘Wanted Wings’ (Par). First neigh- 
borhood showing. Looks like pretty 
good $3.000. Last week, ‘Woman’s 
Fare’ (M-G), bie $4,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 28-29-44) 
—‘Cheers Miss Bishop’ (UA). Heav- 
ily sold and highly praised bv critics. 
Looks like a natural for this car- 
riage-trade house and likely to climb 
| to «nnd $2.000. In ahead, ‘Great Dic- 








;} mer 





Pittsburgh, July 22. 

Recent | msgpan locally looks per. 
manent. It’s continued now for seve 
eral weeks, in face of weather, day- 
light savings and all the other usual 
alibis, so everybody’s considerably 
encouraged in these parts. 

Only one exception currently to 
the upper brackets is ‘Shepherd of 
the Hills,’ which is nose-diving at 
the Penn. Outdoor color drama took 
a beating from crix. 


Estimates for This Week 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35. 
50)—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par); Pic. 
ture isn’t there and they aren't buy- 
ing. Doubtful if this one will hit 
$10,000, making it first film here in 
months that hasn’t held over at 
either Warner or Ritz. Last week 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par), better than 
$16,000, fine. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—'Bride 
C.O.D.’ (WB). Landed here via the 
usual Penn to Warner to Ritz route, 
Should grab around $3,500 or more, 
good at this small-seater. Last week 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G), which played 
the same route, around $2,600. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Time Out 
Rhythm’ (Col). The old Garbo pic- 
ture is really an antique, but it’s 
apparent they’re eager to see the 
star again. No other way to explain 
surprise $3,400, since ‘Rhythm’ can 
hardly be credited with any of it, 
House following it with another re- 
issue, ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G). 
Last week, second of ‘Blood and 
Sand’ (20th), way off at $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60)— 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and Phil 
Harris band. Jack Benny’s maestro- 
assistant keeping up the recent pa- 
rade of hits at WB deluxer and 
drawing most of the very good $20,- 
000. Last week, Sammy Kaye with 
‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par), got blazing 
$24,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). Moved here 
from Penn and banging away for 
$8,500. Will probably stick here for 
another stanza. Last week ‘Bride 
C.0.D. (WB), also on move-over 
from Penn, around $5,300, not up to 


nusual h.o. average. 





‘Shepherd,’ $4,000, Best 
In Very Poor Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., July 22. 
‘Shepherd of the Hills’ is hogging 
the take here this week, proving that 
between June 15 and Sept. 15 only 
one house can make any real coin. 
Only one other house, Lincoln with 
‘Model Wife,’ has a chance of break- 
ing better than even. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Texas Marshal’ (Mono) 
and ‘Devil Commands’ (Col), split 
with ‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col) and 
‘Desert Bandit’ (Rep). Off key $800. 





Last week, ‘Melody Ranch’ (Rep) 
and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), split with 
‘Jane Arden’ (WB) and ‘Gangs 


Sonora’ (Rep), average $900. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-20-25 )}—‘Model Wife” (U). Sum- 
prices still not in gear here, 
Maybe $2,500 in six days. Last week, 
‘Cowboy Blond’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Train’ (20th), eight days for terrible 
$1,400. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236: 10-15-20)—‘Get Away’ (M-G) 
and ‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB). Prebably 
will pull not-too-bad $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Power Dive’ (Par) and 
‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), fair $1,500 
considering price slash. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) — ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) 
Gobbling up all the shekels in sight 
for robust $4,000. Last week, ‘Bride 
C.0.D.’ (WB), dandy $3,700. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
20-25 )—‘First Beau’ (Col), split with 


‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). Despite 
fancy juggling of playdates, won't 
|corral more than poor $2,100. Last 
week, ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), dismal 
$2,000. 





Par’s Borschter 


Borscht circuit, incubator of scores 
of Broadway and Hollywood writers 
and players, takes credit for another 
hatching with the inking by Para- 
mount of I. A. L. Diamond to a term 
scripting pact at a comparatively 
fancy figure. Twenty-one-year-old 
scrivener, just out of Columbia Uni- 
versity, is currently serving as social 
director of Camp Copake, in the 
Catskills. 

Par, Metro and Columbia were all 
bidding for the kid as result of the 
Columbia varsity show he wrote last 
season. He scripted the undergrad 
shows every one of the four years 
he was in college. They won special 
prizes donated by ASCAP in 1939 
and 1941. He was also editor of 





| tater’ (UA) (4th wk), satisfactory 
$1,200. 





Columbia’s daily Spectator. 
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Schreiber's Twin-Theatre Plan 


May Solve the Dual-Bill Headache 


—— ¢ 


Detroit, July 22. 

They pays their money and they | 
takes their choice. 

That seems to be the solution of} 
the twin-bill evil as seen here by | 
Alex Schreiber, president of Asso-| 
ciated Theatres, who plans to hark 
back to the World War days for a) 
revival of the then-popular idea of, 
building duplex theatres. 

Part of an extensive building pro- | 
gram by Associated includes the | 
dual-theatre idea for the solution of | 
the dual-pictures problem. Numer- | 
ous polls have been tried here, ex: | 
periments with solo pictures nights, | 
but Schreiber figures on suiting all | 
the customers by letting them lay | 
their money on the line, walk in and | 
take their choice of two features or 
a single and shorts. 

The chain already has started con- | 
struction of the 900-seat theatre | 
which will adjoin and wing out from | 
the present 1,200-seat Wyandotte, a) 
nice location for the experiment | 
since Associated owns the only other 
two houses in the suburb. 

The plot is that one boxoffice will 
serve for the two houses. The cus- 
tomer comes up, lays the admission 
on the line and can go into one sec- 
tion where the double feature is the 
policy or branch off to the house 
where the main feature runs solo 
with a full bill of short subjects. No 
wear and tear on the management 
with fans grousing one way or the 
other on the policy. 

It also provides the management 
with a nice tab on the trend, what 
type of fare will stand up under solo 
treatment, various comparisons and 
contrasts which can be_- experi- 
mental. There will be no diliffer- 
ence on admission. The duplex thea- 
tre idea also will lend itself to other 
types of experiment but for the in- 
itial work it will be toward sifting 
out some data on the possible solu- 
tion of the twin bill ‘evil.’ 





solidly double-feature, although the 
downtown Fox experimented for a 
while with soloing its major feature 
at night with some beneficial in- 
dicatives. While nobody had broken 
with tradition yet, the single feature 
adjunct at the Wyandotte is ex- 
pected to be a revelation on how the 
workers in the defense industries, 
working long hours, will respond to 
another attempt to solo pictures 
here. There have been indications 
that despite the prevalence of bar- 
gain hunters here, strong single fea- 
tures can do business. 

The chain in its building project 
also will spend $30,000 remodeling 
the Iris, newly taken over, for fall 


opening and will replace the Nor-| 


wood, one of the oldest neighbor- 
hood theatres here being torn down 
for a street widening, with a new 
house. 


Theatres, This Time, 
Collect (Don’t Give) 








WB HOLDING SCHOOL | 
For Its Field Publicists—Einfeld and 
Blumenstock the Profs. 
Detailed schooling in how adver- 
tising, publicity and _ exploitation 
must be geared to mesh with new 
conditions brought about by the con- 
sent decree is being given Warner 
Bros.’ field men this week. Mort 
Blumenstock, eastern pub-ad chief, 
is instructing at the sessions in New 
York, attended by Monroe Rubinger 
and Jack Yergin from Chicago, Sam 
Clark and Martin Weiser from Los 
Angeles, Bill Lewis from Dallas, 
Bill Brumberg from Washington, 
Phil Engel from New England and 

Glenn Ireton from Toronto. 

Men were addressed Monday and 
yesterday by S. Charles Efnfeld, 
pub-ad head, and Joe Bernkard, WB 
theatre chieftain. Frank Seltzer, in 


charge of the ‘Sergeant York’ cam- | 


paign, is slated to come up from 
Washington to explain what has 
been done for the opening there. 


Geo. T. Eager, of Philly 
Bulletin, Tells More 
Of ‘Movie Vacash’ Idea 


Philadelphia, July 22. 
Plan of summer sales promotion 
| for the Evening Bulletin, one of the 
| older Philadelphia dailies, by which 
| George T. Eager of the staff con- 
| ceived the idea of stimulating pub- 
| lic attendance at theatres through a 
| series of ‘movie vacations’ displays, 
| has brought scores of inquiries to 
| the publication from all parts of the 
| country. Newspapers as_ distant 


| from Philadelphia as the Pacific 














|} coast area have written for copies | 
At present the Detroit area is| 


| of the promotional material. 

| Eager has been a member of the 
| Bulletin staff for the past three 
| years. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
| versity of Pennsylvania, and prior to 
| coming here he was connected with 
|B. B. D. & O., advertising agency. 

| Eager’s first promotional stint was 
to persuade the Bulletin to switch 
its editorial attitude on radio adver- 


| tising competition. 


From a ‘radio hater,’ the Bulletin 
| has become a leading propagandist 
| for radio in this territory. The pub- 
| lication has an application pending 
| before the FCC for an F-M license. 
| If granted, Major Robert McLean, 
| publisher, will enter the air field on 
| an elaborate scale. 

Commenting on the reactions to his 
‘movie vacation’ campaign, Eager 
says: 


great need for high grade salesman- 
ship of an idea that appeals to the 
public. If the thought that the films 
bring relaxation, change and an es- 
cape from daily troubles is put 


| 
| ‘The amusement industry has a 
| 


° ° across, the public will believe it and 
Utensils (Aluminum) | subconsciously associate films with 





RKO circuit.in Greater New York 


the pleasures of a vacation. 


‘But this campaign cannot suc- 


last week placed its theatres at the | ceed if the industry looks upon it 


disposal of Mayor LaGuardia’s com- 
mittee in the national aluminum 
drive. 

Result is that starting this week 
RKO houses designated by the 
mayor and borough presidents serve 
as collection depots for pots, pans 
and other aluminum utensils in the 
four boroughs where circuit theatres 
are located, 

Lesser’s Aluminum Drive 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Sol Lesser was appointed industry 
chairman in the drive to collect alu- 
minum for national defense. First 
move was to order large bins in 
every film studio and request for 
employes to donate old aluminum 
utensils, 


Giving ’Em Action 


Philadelphia, July 22. 

Joe Conway, operator of the 
Egyptian, in the swanky Main Line 
section, has inaugurated a weekly 
‘father and son’ night at which only 
action and Western films are shown. 

Conway evolved the idea after 
questioning 100 men and boys on 
why they were staying away from 
pictures. Answer was: Too much 
fove stuff.’ 








as a nine-day wonder, and after a 
| Short time looks around for some- 
thing new. The idea must be ham- 
mered and hammered until it sticks.’ 


‘John Doe’ Suicide Hoax 
Upsets a Police Force 


Charlotte, N. C., July 22. 

Charlotte police last Wednesday 
(16) had several uneasy hours when 
it appeared that a real-life enact- 
ment of ‘Meet John Doe’ might be 
given local thrill-seekers, including 
a leap from a 22-story building. 

Two 19-year-old youths wrote the 
Charlotte Observer that they saw the 
pic, which played here all last week, 
and that they had decided to‘jump 
off a local skyscraper on Wednesday. 
They asserted they had tried unsuc- 
cessfully to get work and were pen- 
niless. The story was played 
prominently by paper and next day 
crowds thronged streets to view de- 
velopments, Police nabbed two boys 
when they wandered to roof of Lib- 
erty Life building, where jump was 
to have taken place. They were re- 
leased when it was proved they were 
|Only curious and had gone to get a 
jlook. Incident finally wound up as 
ia hoax. 








|} much of it. 


Washington, July 22. 
take their 
vacations and press agents sub- 
stitute for them, no one thinks 
But when the tables 
are turned—well that’s news. 

And that’s what happened 
when Dan Terrell, p.a. at Loew's 
Capitol here, took his summer 
time-out last week. Each of the 
Washington critics took over his 
chores for a gay, servicing op- 
positton papers with stories on 
the Capitol. 


ANOTHER IN CHI 
GOES SINGLES 


Chicago, July 22. 
Still another nabe has joined the 
increasing switch to single features 
despite the general double-feature 


|policy of exhibitors in Chicago. 
Latest to go to singles is the north- 
side Teatro del Lago, operated by 
Sam Meyers, veteran exhib leader in 
this territory. 

Other single-feature houses, the 
Schoenstadt southside Piccadilly and 
the far westside Essaness Lamar, are 
doing excellent business, particularly 
the Lamar, which is located in Oak 
Park suburb and has little competi- 
tion. More interesting to single- 
feature advocates is the click of the 
Piccadilly with its solo policy, since 
that house is surrounded by com- 
petition stili running twin bills. 

Double features will be up for an- 
other discussion at the Allied gen- 
eral meeting, called for tomorrow 
(Wednesday) by leader Jack Kirsch. 
Anti-doubles bill, which was before 
the state legislature, was killed in 
the senate committee rooms after 
having successfully passed the house. 
This second failure now means that 
Allied must wait another two years 
before another attempt can be made 
to put over a bill which would elim- 
inate twin bills by ordering a 15- 
minute intermission every hour for 
every show which runs more than 
two hours initially. 


NATIONAL SCREEN’S 


When columnists 


| Man-Bites, Etc. 
| 














Minneapolis, July 22. 
National Screen here is launching 
an innovation in ‘neon-effect poster’ 
| advertising, called Neo-Art display, 
| for theatre lobbies. Poster is set in 


|a shallow box and behind the poster 
|is a fluorescent lighting setup which 
| gives the poster lettering a neon look 
|which can’t be told from original 
neon, 

Considerable reduction in original 
and operating costs is claimed. 


CHURCH BINGO MOVES 











Atlantic City, July 23. 

While the elaborately appointed 
bingo parlors remain closed on the 
Boardwalk here, local churches are 
attracting big crowds to their week- 
ly bingo games. 

At one of the largest churches 
announcement came from the pulpit 
that ‘a bingo and card game will be 
held Wednesday night in the school 
hall.” Visitors were told they would 
be welcome. 

Commercial bingo parlors closed 
before July 4 weekend as result of 
underground dispute between groups 
vieing for control of Enoch L. 
“Nucky” Johnson's political ma- 
chine. 





Arch Reeve Returns to 
H’wood as Press Liaison 





Arch Reeve, former studio pub- 
licity chief for Paramount and Fox 
Films and later advertising Manager 
of 20th-Fox in New York, returns to 
Hollywood after eight years as sec- 
retary of Publicity Directors Com- 
mittee of Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, 


Working in conjunction with Jock 
Lawrence, Reeve will serve as di- 
rect contact with newspapers, Na- 
tional Defense agencies and charity 
groups. 








IN ON SHUTTERED A. C. 





Warners in K. C. and RKO St. Louis 
Revamp; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


er 


Kansas City, July 22. 

Warner exchange setup under- 
went some sudden changes last 
week in this area with Russell Borg 
being brought in from Omaha as 
exchange manager. On the road for 
same company in this territory. 
Jimmy Winn takes over as manager 
at the Detroit exchange, and H. R. 
Williamson, who has been KC. chief, 
returns to Memphis, from whence he 
came about a year ago. Winn was 
divisional manager with headquar- 
ters jn K.C. 

Bob Suits is in from the Loew, 
N.Y., office to handle the mana- 
gerial reins of the Midland, while 
John McManus, reffular chief, jaunts 
to California for a vacation spell 
with his family. 





RKO St. Louis’ New Setup 
St. Louis, July 22. 


Personnel changes in the _ iocal 


RKO exchange resulted in the up-! 
ping of Herman Gorelick from head 


booker to office manager; Heine 
Ahrens switched from office man- 
ager to salesman in North Illinois; 
Pat Byrne, former country booker, 
to head booker. Jack Allender, for- 
merly with Universal in Salt Lake 
City, now city booker. 

Mike Godshaw, former Chicago 
city salesman for Universal, joined 
sales staff with Southern Illinois for 
his territory. He replaces Len 
Greenberg, transferred to the man- 
agership of the Salt Lake City ex- 
change. Mark Raymon continuing 
in his Southern Illinois field as film 
seller, 





Winn’s Detroit Post 
Detroit, July 22. 

James Winn, Warner Bros.’ district 
manager in Kansas City until the 
district manager posts were elimi- 
nated by the company a few weeks 
ago, has been named branch man- 
ager in Detroit. He succeeds Fred E. 
North, who has resigned. 

The competition started much too 
soon for Raymond Freedlander, pic- 
ture operator in suburban River 
Rouge. 

He has filed suit for damages in 
Circuit Court here alleging that his 
own house caved in while they were 
excavating next door to him for the 
erection of a new theatre. He 
brought his claim against the Rouge 
Theatre Co. and Bernard Brooks, 
who was building the new house. 

Breaking up of the partnership of 
N. Dow Thompson and Albert F. 
Martin, who operate several south- 
ern California theatres, was re- 
ported by the former, who is re- 
turning here. 
Coast after Thompson had been a 
former house manager and Martin 
an auditor for the United Detroit 
theatres. 

One of the numerous commercial 
film producers, Industrial Pictures, 
Inc., is folding here. According to 
Herbert V. Book the company has 
Suspended operations and will com- 
plete its final business arrangements 
within the next month. 

Warren A. Slee, Metro publicity 
director, here, appointed state chair- 
man in the same capacity for the 
National Defense Reels, 


Par’s New Mpls. H.O. 
Minneapolis, July 22. 

Construction has started here on 
a new ultra modern all-steel and 
concrete Paramount exchange build- 
ing to be located one block away 
from the present structure and to 
represent an estimated $250,000 in- 
vestment. The new branch will be 
air-conditioned, much larger than 
the old one and will be ready for 
occupancy about Dec. 1. 

Martin Lebedoff, locaj indie exhit, 
with a net score of 67, was winner 
of the Twin City Varsity club golf 
tournament. Lowell Kaplan, Wel- 
worth circuit booker, and Max Win- 
ters, night club owner, tied for sec- 
ond, chalking up 68. Tony Stecher, 
wrestling promoter, was medalist. 
finishing with 77 gross. The trophy 
for the exhibitor with the low gross 
went to Charlie Rubenstein, who 
had an 80, 








Odeon’s Takeover 
Victoria, B. C., July 22. 
Odeon circuit leased Oak Bay 
theatre from Major R. F. Castle, 
owner, who will remain in charge. 





Levy Over 8 Houses 
Sioux City, July 22. 

Herman Levy, manager of the 
Orpheum here, leaves Aug. 1 to be- 
come manager of eight Ralph Gold- 
berg houses in Omaha, an_ indie 
chain. He'll headquarter at the State, 
Omaha. No successor named to 
Levy by Mort Singer, who controls 
the Orpheum. 


Schlaifer Hospitalized 
San Francisco, July 22. 

Charles Schlaifer, manager of Her- 
man Cohen’s United Artists, in Uni- 
versity hospital, where he went un- 
der the knife Tuesday (15). 

RKO branch manager Red Jacobs 
has added Bradley Fish, former head 


The pair went to the! 


of Grand National here, to sales stat 
to handle San Joaquin Valley, re. 
placing Earl Stein, moved into the 
city to fill gap left by George Seach 
on three months’ leave of absence. 
Charles Crowley continues in Sacra- 
mento Valley territory. 


George Bole of the Golden Gate 
had the unique experience of being 
kept out of his own theatre this week 
until okayed through the door by his 
cashier. New doorman, who hadn't 
been introduced to the boss, was tak- 
ing no chances on gate-crashers. 





Joe Weiss Upped 
Atlantic City, July 22. 
Joe Weiss named manager for Capi- 
tol (Wielland-Lewis), formerly as- 
sistant of the Apollo. 





Bair’s Toledo Spot 
Toledo, O., July 22. 

E. E. Bair, manager of the Valen- 
tine and Strand, Defiance, O., leaves 
there about Aug. 15 to become man- 
ager of the new Colony, 1,700-seat 
house here (Associated Theatres 
Corp.). 

Lou Essick named assistant man- 
ager of the Savoy, Toledo nabe 
owned by Skirball. 





Tom Rogers to Metro 

Tom Rogers, for the past eight 
years associated with Loew's pub- 
licity department under Oscar A, 
Doob, has joined the Metro home- 
office publicity staff. He succeeds to 
the post recently vacated by Milton 
Weiss, who left M-G to join Frank 
Orsatti on the Coast. For the past 
two years Rogers was press repre- 
sentative for Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Forty-four additional promotions 
}among M-G field personnel brings 
| the total of recent advancements, all 
from within the ranks of the organi- 
zation, to 91. Eight have been added 
|}to the selling staff: Frank Sculli, 
| Philadelphia, formerly fourth book- 
ler; Alex Arnswalder, from Jersey- 
| Staten Island booker; Albert Wheeler, 
| Boston, from_first booker; John P. 
| Harrington, Cleveland, from office 
| manager; Thomas B. Kirk, Memphis, 
|from office manager: Grover Liv- 
'ingston, Oklahoma City, from first 
| booker; LeRoy Smith, Minneapolis, 
| from second booker, and Voight B. 
Trent, Omaha, from office manager. 
| Appointed office managers, replac- 
|ing Harrington, Kirk and Trent, re- 
| spectively, are Dorsey Brown, from 
| first booker; James F. Heard, from 
first booker, and Howard E. Clark, 
| from checking supervisor. 

Robert Ellsworth, N. Y., and 
|Charles Repec, formeriy master 
|bookers, have been made circuit 





; contact men. 


| Edward Richter, formerly Jersey 
| booker, made N. Y.-N. J. master 
| booker, and Charles Lazarus, for- 
|merly first booker at New Haven, 


| becomes master booker at Boston. 
Others are new bookers. 


| 





WB Akron’s Facelift 

Akron, July 22. 
| Strand, Warner downtown stand 
| here, went dark Sunday night (20), 
|for extensive facelift. Will reopen 
Aug. 14. Dick Wright, district man- 
| ager, here for the repair work. 
| Construction began this week on 
|remodeling of the Clifford, Urbana, 
;purchased recently by Warren 
| Grimes, airplane light manufacturer, 
|from Grant Wooley, longtime thea- 
tre owner and Ohio fair concession 
operator 

Phil Chekeres, central Ohio opera- 
tor, will operate the Clifford for 
Grimes. This marks the first time 
any chain operation has gone into 
Urbana, a town of 8,000, although 
Schine and Warners are in other 
Ohio towns adjacent to Urbana. 
Johnny Wagner, assistant man- 
ager, Palace, vaudfilmer, resigned to 
join the NYA office here. Paul Wil- 
liamsen, at the house four years, 
made assistant manager. 





Fulton, Pitt, Shutdown 

Pittsburgh, July 22. 
Fulton (Shea) closed for remain- 
der of summer; according to John 
Waish, manager, will reopen around 
Labor Day. It’s an annual custom 
at this spot, due to shortage of prod- 
uct; house gets only half of U out- 
put and one-third of 20th-Fox in ad- 
dition to sluffs from other first-run 
spots, although closing was late! 
than usual this year due to recent 
two-month roadshow run of ‘Fan- 

tasia.’ ; 
Sammy Roen, asst. mgr. of White- 
hall theatre, transferred to WB pub- 
licity department, where he replaces 
Bob Laux, resigned recently to 3018 
Koppers Co. here. Roen with WB 
in various managerial capacities 
since his graduation from U. of Pitt. 
New setup in WB booking depart- 
ment, result of consent decree, 
brings Saul Bragan here from Cleve- 
land to share major booking chores 
with Tony Stern. Harry Feinstein, 
formerly head booker for circuit JP 
this territory, becomes chief ['™ 
buyer, working directly under He! 

Kalmine, zone manager. : 
J. Eddy Wiliams, formerly of 'e 


| (Continued on page 18) 
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ELIMINATE THE 2??? 
FROM YOUR BUSINESS! 

DATE FROM NOW TO NEW YEAR'S 
vith UNIVERSALS BONDED RELEASES! 





















































" Sheeting completed! New being edited! 








Robert-STACK «Ann RUTHERFORD 


cyslee Rint ; ine BADLANDS of DAKOTA 





aut es: ye 

Berne stor * : wwe RICHARD. DIX 
plesk 100", ~~ FRANCES FARMER - BROD CRAWFORD - nucH HERBERT - ANDY DEVINE - FUZZY 
Pas af pefis KNIGHT - LON CHANEY, Jr. and THE JESTERS: Dwight Latham +> Walter Carlson « Guy Bonham 
Set : Directed by ALFRED ¥. GREEN - Associate Producer GEORGE WAGGNER 








Now shooting! 


: a Trene UNNE « * Robert MONTGOMERY | Another ° 
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7, Ti GREGO| ORY Flac Av, om , (S 
“UNFINISHED BUSINESS Bima gt AVA | 
Old With 4 i. 
OSTER 2a So bag yg AF PEMAN | 
with PRESTON F $ _ da ag aed gee = yi “Mey 
” 7M agi pio "ders 
acres: Palleite « Esther Date « Walter Catlett «June Clyde « Dick Foran « Samuel 8. Hinds ” BIMROSE pption os 0 Poor” — 
Screener by Eugene _ f : thrilling 
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WwW A showman’s dream of casting comes trie! | oe a 
DEANNA A Henry Koster Production : 


DURBIN * LAUGHTON m ALMOST an “ANGEL | 


In @ surprise, different choracterizo- Back to his great human roles, 


tian your patrons have clomored for! warm and comedy-filled. ROBERT ‘TTT s 
Directed by HENRY KOSTER : Always wintios. this time besttl ‘. 

| ASTERNAK _- MARGARET TALLICHET - GUY KIBBEE ~ 

Produced by JOE Pi ) : : CHARLES COLEMAN - WALTER CATLETY 








Now shooting! 





jane FRAZEE 
THE MERRY MACS 
- Leon ERROL * Mischa AUER 


 Screenploy by Morton — 
Grants james Gow « Erne 
 Lexerva © Original story © 
by Eve Greene 
Directed: by Cherles ta- 
mont * Associate Producer, 
Ken Goldsmith 























Completed! ie 
A As pinyed on Broad: 
wey and through }- 
G the country for ¢ | 
Hk monev-mint years! 
starring : 





OLSEN .. JOHNSON 
MARTHA RAYE | 


with 

Directed by Associate Producer JANE FRAZEE - MISCHA AUER 
H.C. POTTER - GLENN TRYON #§= CATHERINE JOHNSON - ROBERT 
A MAYFAIR PRODUCTION PAIGE - LEWIS HOWARD 


rar 














Now shooting! 











A title that’s a heart-throb by itself... and a As Timely as Tomorrow's Headlinest \ 
star whose emotional depth will stir the country! 


— "amen BURMA CONVOY - 
SCOTT « BERGNER nem 


Charles Bickford - Evelyn Ankers - Keye | 


."PARIS CALLING’ ae Fn ht» Ce El 
tn Original screenplay by Stanley Rubia and Roy Charsior ee, 
- 


(Tentative Title) Produced by : Directed by Noe! M. Sefith 


BENJAMIN GLAZER Associate Producer, Marshall Grant 


Now shooting! W. 


: The on f ce Charles BOYER . Margaret SUL LAVAN ; 
POINTMENT f for LOVE 


-  gictate is ane of ee? “A r 
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Now shooting! 
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Here are the most robust moments in the 
life of a real man...a big shot who dabbled 


with short shots—and put them all away! 
'W. C. FIELDS Wey ACS °** _ 


“The GREAT MAN" ‘MELODY Lane” 


“™ GLORIA JEAN, BUTCH ond BUDDY 
Directed by EDWARD CLINE (TENTATIVE TITLE) 


Baby 


* ; capture the intarest of 
the nation’s sensation-lov. 
: ie! x movienerrt! 





























Bud ABBOTT and Lou COSTELLO 
RIDE EM COWBOY 





birected hy with 
- Arthur Lubin The Merry Macs : Dick Foran - Johnny Mack Brown 
Associate Producer Anne aldo a Ss. Hinds 





Now shooting! 

















ee THERE has never been a year in the his- | 
H ug h ; tory of the motion picture industry withour 


: | | some figure of grotesque horror stimulat- M ERMAID . 
7 ee HERBERT ing the boxoffice to surprising heights... IN DI ST R ESS 
d- 
ght in 
| The WOLF MAN i main 

4 f A fanciful tale of an impatient mariner 
- | N OBO DY S Fi 00L A picture and a character that will catapult itself to land and a sea-girl he met in a dive... 


among the top imaginative masterpieces of all time! Associate Producer, VAUGHN PAUL 


























Shooting starts August 4th! Shooting starts September Sth! Shooting starts September 2nd! 











| AS AMERICA WANTS HER 


in a story touched with heart and humor! 


Deanna DURBIN .. ruey urvep atone 


Hentotive title! 





Produced by 


BRUCE MANNING 


Original Story by SONYA LEVIEN 











Shooting starts September 15th! 























. : Thrill-laden, sweeping adventure pictures Hoof-pounding, lead- ant JOHNNY MACK BROWN 
ye | vorrne DICK FORAN - LEO CARRILLO - ANDY DEVINE spitting pictures #” POLZY ENIGHT and NELL DAY 
7 | P-sumarea” rae sonora kip” " zampezi 'MAN ton MONTANA™QP The MASKED RIDER” NUP-ARIZONA CYCLONE” 
ORTS for BETTER E 5 
|B TECHNICOLOR 13 TWO-REEL “a noponed ches ae Mia igs veuvens 
|, CARTOONS PERSONALITY and 15 VARIA TT carne ATWo-nteL . ‘SUPERIOR SERALS = sowsttti 
el tee NAME-BAND MUSICALS — 15 STRANGERtan FICTION SPECIAL FEATURETTE = “msi unten of he anos" 


5 ff { ki 
{Each with different titte} The Gong Busters 2 issues weekly} 


by Wolter Lantz 





{Each with different titte} 
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TRADE SHOWINGS 


(From July 23-Aug. 1) 








(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and chronologically 
equenced according to calendar date and hour of screenings. A ready 
eference for all exhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
chedule of releases for the ensuing 10 days from Vaniety’s date of publica- 
ion. Legend: T. for Theatre; P. R. for Projection Room.) 





ALBANY ‘ 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

NED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange PR. 
NED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

NED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
CHURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
CHURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
CTHURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
CHURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
7RI., JULY 25 (10 am.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
7RI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Paramount T. 
MON. JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Delaware T. 
MON., JULY 28 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Delaware T. 
rUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Delaware T. 
C{UES., JULY 29 (3:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Delaware T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Delaware T. 


ATLANTA 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Rhodes Center T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exehange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
rHURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P. R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Belmont T., Nashville. 
MON., JULY 28 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), S. Marco T., J’ks’nville | 
MON., JULY 28 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exhge. 
MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Par. Exchge. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Par. Ex. 
WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par). Par. Exchange. 
WED., JULY 30 (11 a.m.). ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Rhodes Center T. 
FRI., AUG. 1 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Belmont T., Nashville. 


BOSTON 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), “Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), “Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Capitol T., Augusta. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
MON., JULY 28 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (11 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Par. Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Exeter Street T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 


BUFFALO 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), “Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Niagara T. 
MON., JULY 28 (12 noon), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Niagara T. 
MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Elmwood T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Niagara T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (3:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Niagara T. 

WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Niagara T. 
THURS., JULY 31 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Regent T., Syr’c’se. 


CHARLOTTE 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), State T., Asheville. 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG), Wayne T., Goldsboro. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 am.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sum Valley Serenade’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Dilworth T. 
MON., JULY 28 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Par. Exchge. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par). Par Ex 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), 5 Pts. T. Col’bia. 
TUES., JULY 29 (12 noon), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), State T., Ashville. 
WED.., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Wayne T., Goldsboro. 
¥ ED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Par. Exchange. 


CHICAGO 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th). Exe 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ M- . Bacenmny 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), World Playhouse 
MON. JULY 28 (11:40 a.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), World Pl’yh’se. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 am.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Madison T Peoria. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 am. ), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Orph. T Spr’gfield. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Studio T : 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Aldrich for President” (Par) World Pl’yh’se 
TUES., JULY 29 (11:40 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par). World Playhouse 
WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), World Pl’'yhouse. 


CINCINNATI 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchan eP 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th ), ibe rk” 


(Continued on page 20) 














Exchanges 


Continued from page 14 


Strand, Johnstown, Pa., manager of 
Alex Alexis’ Ligonier (Pa.) as. 





Briefies: Carl Miller resigned 
exchange ... Ray Allison, of Cres- 
son, ill for several months, in) 
Miami hospital again . . . Rudy Bi- 
ordi, son of Frank Biordi, Ellwood 
City exhib, entered Naval Academy 
as midshipman .. . Billy Kerr, for- 
merly with RCA, now WB salesman 
for Bobby Dunbar in Cincinnati... 
Joe Moritz, of Olympic in Verona, 
back from a three-week vacation in 
Hollywood ... Jake Blatt _ (Blatt 
Bros. circuit) has left with his 
family for Wyoming where they will 
make their home for the next year 
or so. Blatt is ailing and during his 
absence, brothers Bill and Charlie 
will take over. 





Gleaves’ Switch 

San Antonio, July 22. 
E. E. Collins, city manager of In- 
terstate Theatres, appointed Maurice 
Gleaves, manager of the Broadway, 
té manpage the Empire. Vacancy 
caused by recent death of V. D. 
‘Buddy’ Welker. Lynn Krueger 
named manager of the Broadway, 

coming from staff of the Uptown. 





Another fer L. & J. 
Atlanta, July 22. 
Arthur M. Lucas (& Jenkins) an- 
nounces construction will get under 
way immediately on new 1,600-seater 
theatre for Savannah. Hudson Ed- 
wards, local manager for the chain, 
hopes theatre will be finished in 
time for opening about first of year. 





WB N. J. Outing 
Jersey City, July 22. 

Annual outing of the Warner Club 
of New Jersey at Bertrand Island 
Park, Lake Hopatcong, Aug. 11-12, 
will draw some 800. Under chair- 
manship of George Kelly, manager of 
the Stanley here, the outing will in- 
clude free transportation, lunch and 
dinner for the employees of Wafner 
Bros.’ 42 New Jersey theatres and 
for the Warner office crew in 
Newark. 





Phillyites Inte Service 
Philadelphia, July 22. 

Al Orodenker, assistant manager at 
Stanley-Warners’ Uptown, inducted 
into Army. Also set to don the olive 
drab in near future is Larry Cohen, 
Warner accounting department. 

Lou Weisz, Warner artist, has be- 
come father of son. 

Roland Haynes, manager of the 
North Philly Keystone, back after a 
hospital siege with his appendix. 

George Aarons, Lewen Pizor and 
Bill Butler have just returned from 
a tow of U. S. and Canada en route 
from the MPTOA conclave in Los 
Angeles. 

Fred Gladdeck, former exchange 
exec, now assistant booker for Pizor 
chain. 

Mike Wolfish replaced Curtis Hil- 
debrand as booker at RKO. Hilde- 
brand sent to Washington office. 

Al Fisher, Keswick, elected secre- 
tary of Tent 13, Variety Club, to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of 
John Monroe. 

Ted Abner rejoins local Paramount 
office as salesman. 





Hal Daigler’s Post 


Seattle, July 22. 

Hal Daigler, former assistant to 
John Hamrick, city mgr. Hamrick- 
Evergreen theatres, now field man- 
ager for B. F. Shearer theatres. 
This includes Alaska circuit and 
house in Everett and the new Roxy 
in Bremerton, boom navy town. 
Roxy seats 750. 

Rivoli (Sterling) family vaude 
house and ex-burley spot, has 
opened with musical comedy stock. 
Cast includes Tony Hanlon, Nellie 
Clark, Allen Sher, Hal Harris, Lee 
Preedy and a line. Biz catching on. 
Current title is ‘Bare Facts of 1941.’ 





Exhib Alse Gelf Pre 
Fayette, O., July 22. 
George Wakely, who operates the 
Fayette here, has a sideline—he is 
the professional at the Chippewa 
Country Club, near Toledo, and 
Swings a talented golf club. 





Patricia Ochs’ Job 
Burton, O., July 22. 
Irving Field, manager of Colonial, 
Burton, O.. drafted in army; suc- 
ceeded by Patricia Ochs. 
Shumew Vice Borg 
Omaha, July 22. 
Jack Shumow of the Warner of- 
fice in Chicagq replaces Russell 
Borg as branch manager of the WB 
Omaha exchange. Shumow, a 
younger brother of Harry Shumow 
of Metro’s local exchange, was here 
last 21 years ago when he was at- 
tached to the local General Motors 
setup. Borg’s plans are not known. 


Fen Hills Twin Buy 
Waynesville, O., July 22. 

Kenneth R. Hill, Marysville, O., 
purchased the Twin theatre in 
Waynesville, which was reopened 
Wednesday (23). Hill, former man- 
ager of the Avalon and Strand, 
Marysville, will move here per- 
manently about Oct. 1. The Twin, 
300-seat house, was named that be- 
cause it was originally owned by 





twin brothers. 





FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre end film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 

a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 

VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY. INC. ALL BIGHTS RESEKVED 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W— Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantiec Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VaRIEtTY’s review and running time. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—5/3@/41 














ashington (Col) D 84 V. Bruce-H. Marshall 
Ata 3 (MG) 5, ~ w % OR. Tayleor-B. Donlevy 
Silver Stallion (Mono) 6 18 Ww 60 D.Sharpe-J. Walde 
I Wanted Wings (Par) 3 26 D 131 R. Milland-V. Lake 
Sunny (RKO) 5 21 MU ‘%” A. Neagie-R. Bolger 
Blood and Sand (20th) 5/21 D 123 L. Darnell-T. Power 
Abbott-Costelle in the Navy (U) 6/4 Cc %& Abbott-Costelle 
Million Dellar Baby (WB) 5/28 . CD 102 P.Lane-J. Lynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/6/41 








Mata Hari (M-G) D G. Garbo-R. Novarre 
Wrangler’s Goose (Meno) 6/25 W 57 RK. Cerrigan-J. King 

Saint’s Vacation (RKO) 6/13 M 61 #S«. Gray-H. Sinclair 

For Beauty’s Sake (20th) 6/25 CD 66 M. Weaver-N. Sparks 

Men of the Timberlands (U) M R. Arien-A. Devine 

Devil Dogs of the Air (WB) 2/12/35 D 90 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 
Shining Victory (WB) 5/238 D 78 J. Stephenson-G. Fitzgerald 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/13/41 











The Get-Away (M-G) 6/Ii1 D 838 R. Sterling-D. Adams 
Richest Man A Town (Col) 6/12 cD 7 F. Craven-J. Todd 
Gang’s All Here (Mono) 6/25 Cc F. Darro-M. Moreland 


M. Carroll-F. MacMurray 
T. Holt-R. Whitley 

L. Roberts-T. North 

J. Howard-B. Barnes 

V. MeLaglen-M. Woodworth 
J. Garfield-1. Lupine 


One Night in Lisbon (Par) 5, 14 
Cyclone on Horseback (RKO) 6/18 
Bride Wore Crutches (20th) 7/24/40 cD 
Tight Shees (U) 6/11 
Broadway Limited (UA) 6/18 
Out of the Fog (WB) 6/11 


Craver 
RULLE SZ 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/2@/41 








Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5/28 MU 74. R. Vallee-R. Lane 
Hands Across the Rockies (Col) w Bill Elliot-M. Daily 

The Big Store (M-G) 6/11 Cc 84 Marx Bros.-T. Martin 
West Point Widew (Par) 6/11 CD 63 A. Shirley-R. Carlson 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 73. Disney Cartoon 

Nevada City (Rep) 17/16¢ Ww 358 R. Regers-G. Hayes 
Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 D 100 J, Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
Sam Antenie Rose (U) 6/25 MU 62 &R.z. Paige-J. Frazee 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) D K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/27/41 





Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 6/25 MU 64 R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
Medico of Painted Springs (Cel) 6/25 W 59 C. Starrett-T. Wa’ker 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) w T. Keene-B. Miles 
They Met in Bombay (M-G) 6/25 92 C. Gabie-R. Russell 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 84 E. Drew-C. Ruggles 
Jungle Cavalcade (RKO) 7/39 76 =F. Buck 

‘A Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 80 J. Withers-N. Kelly 
Poison Pen (Rep) 7/2 F. Robson-R. Newton 
Puddin’ Head (Rep) 7/2 80 J, Caneva-F, Lederer 
Kansas Cyclone (Rep) D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Hit the Road (U) 7/9 62 G. George-B. MacLane 
Undergreund (WB) 6/25 9 J. Lynn-K. Verne 


io] 
ecstouekes 
& 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 








I Was a Prisoner on Devil's Island (Col) D 7 PD. Woods-S. Eilers 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 17/2 CD © W.Beery-V. Weidier 
Murder by Invitation (Meno) D W. Ford-M. Marsh 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 C 8 B.Hope-D. Lamour 
Tem, Dick and Harry (RKO) 7/16 C 85 G. Rogers-G. Murphy 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 MU 92 D.Ameche-B. Grable 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 17/2 Cy 6 Baby Sandy-E. E. Horton 
Kisses for Breakfast (WB) 7/23 C 81 D.Morgan-J. Wyatt 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/1i/41 





Twe in a Taxi (Cal) D- G62 A. Louise-R. Hayden 

Navy Blue and Geld (M-G) (reissue) D 9% RB. Young-J. Stewart 
Father Steps Out (Mone) Db F. Alhbertsen-L. Grey 
Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 M 63 R. Arlen-E. Gaber 

They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Gangs ef Senora (Rep) 7/16 Ww 8 3Mesquiteers 

Mountain Moonlight (Kep) cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 
Accent on Love (20th) D 61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U) 7/2 C 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 
Bride Came €.0.D. (WB) 17/2 cD MM OB. Davis-J. Cagney 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41 





Blondie im Seeiety (Cel) 7/2 
Son of Davy Croekett (Col) 7/9 
Stars Leok Down (M-G). 1/3/40 
Arizona Bound (Mone) 

Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) 

Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 

Dance HalK (20th) 7/23 

Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Rawhide Rangers (U) 

Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 


77 +P. Singleten-A. Lake 
59 B. Elliett-I. Meredith 
104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
838 J. Wayne-B. Field 
R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 
73° +C. Romere-C. Landis 
60 RK. Arilen-A. Devine 
J. M. Brown 
J. Perry-R. Pryor 


eeeedovsvec 





WEEK OF BELEASE—7/25/41 





The Officer and the Lady (Col) 1/16 59 R. Hudsen-R. Pryor 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
The Deadly Game (Mono) J. Lamg-C. Farrell 
ona ay — (RKO) 17/8 65 L. Erroll-K. Hewell 

en ghts im a r Room (Rep) R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
Bad Men of Missouri (WB) J. Gaumee th Mancane 


ekas 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 





Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 
Blossoms Im the Dust (M-G) 6/25 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mone) 

Fugitive Valley (Mono) 

Kiss the Boys Goedbye (Par) 6/25 
My Life With Carolime (RKO) 7/16 
Rags to Riches (Rep) 

Cracked Nuts (U) 

Three Sens o’ Guns (WB) 


C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
98 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 

W. Hull-L. Gercey 

R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
83 M. Martin-D. Ameche 
78 R. Colman-A. Lee 

A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 

M. Auer-U. Merkel 

W. Merris-T. Brown 


Sakocsurs 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/3/41 





Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M 68 RB. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Mary Names the Day (M-G) D L. Ayres-L. Barrymore 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) w ¥. Keene-E. Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) w W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Six Gun Gold (RKO) w T. Helt-L. White 

Hold That Ghost (U) Cc Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) MU L Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7/3 D 1@3_ E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 





WEEK OF BRELEASE—$/15/41 





Tillie the Toiler (Col) Cc K. Barris-W. Tracy 
Medice Hits the Trail (Col) w C. Starrett 

Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) Cc M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
Aloma of the South Seas (Par) RD D. Lamour-J. Hall 

This Woman Is Mine (U) D F. Tone-C, Bruce 


~ 
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U. S. Exhibs—Take Notice! 





U. S. exhibs worried about dual 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 


s should have a look at a program 


offered by the Metropolitan, second-run downtown B. A. house, for 


one peso—two bits, U. S. 
On the bill were: 


‘I Love You Again’ (M-G), 99 minutes: ‘North West Mounted Police’ 
(Par), 125 minutes; ‘That Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), 83 minutes; ‘Danc- 
ing on a Dime’ (Par), 73 minutes; ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par), 118 


minutes. 


Uncertain how many of the patrons actually sat through the cellu- 


loid marathon but house reported pretty good biz. 


‘Super-monster’ 


program brought plenty of remarks from the trade, however, Heraldo 
del Cinematografista in particular pointing out that general custom of 
no protection on release of second-runs meant that patrons who ordi- 
narily would have to pay $1.50 for the picts shown were able to get 
trem for 25c in less than a month. 


Paper called on Exhibs Associati 


they were helping kill everybody's biz by permitting such showings. 


on to take action, pointing out that 








Ex-Par Freach Chief 
Arrives in U. S. With 
Kin After Many Snags 


Adolphe Osso, his wife and two 
children, a boy of 17 and daughter 
of 19, arrived from Lisbon yesterday 
(Monday ), following a series of frus- 
trations in getting an exit visa from 


Paris which, were it not for its per- | 
would be almost | 


tragedies, 
farcical. Osso, longtime head of 
Paramount in France, and more re- 
cently a native film distributor, was 
set to four different 
times over a period of several 
months, only to be halted by one or 


sonal 


leave Paris 


another technicality, 


Once Vichy presented some hurdle , 


which the Nazi authorities in Occu- 
pied France had to follow. Thence, 
all set, a civil court issue arose due 
fact that Osso’s car had 
with that of Edouard Bour- 
det. the French dramatist. 
Marshal Petain’s personal influence 
offset that. else Osso might have 
had to wait around until trial 


nm 


the civil action. Then arose the fact 


to the 


crashed 


of 


that all French males under 40 are 
not supposed to leave the borders. 
Osso’s son is 17. 

















| ‘Laura Lee 


——— _ Continued from page 2————— 


Alfred P. Walker, morale 
the Fort, and he provides U. S. Army 














conveyance to expedite swift trans- | 
port of Broadway talent to and from | 


the camp 

Last week Mrs. Payne lined up 
Belle Baker, Gus Van, Joan Merrill 
and others 


The Monmouth camp has a lot of} 
musicians | 


show people, including 
from the Anson Weeks, Guy Lom- 
bardo and Tommy Dorsey orchestra 
hence the professional bunch is very 


much at ease with the accompani- 
ment, 

Garson Kanin, RKO film director 
and former legit stager, is a new 


recruit to Monmouth, and already 
starting to help out on the entertain- 
ment. 


Hollywood and Vine Branch 
Fort Monmouth, N. J., July 22. 
This army post, which already 
looked like a hunk of Hollywood and 
Vine, has received another batch of 
Coastites. They're being assigned to 
School and the 
Film Production 


the Photographic 
Army’s Training 
Unit. 

Among the Frank 
Roche, Universal contractee who 
was featured in many of the studio’s 
westerns, 
in stock 
before 


newcomers is 


He had formerly appeared 
and was married two days 
he was inducted 
Army. His will follow 
east later 

Another addition is Chuck McKim- 
80n, an animator at the Harman- 
Ising cartoonery for the past nine 
years. Also William Marks, who's 
been a freelancer in pix and has ap- 
eared at the Pasadena Playhouse and 
on numerous Hollywood radio shows. 

Bernard Ofner, until recently in 


into the 


bride him 


the Hollywood and Broadway pres- | 
has 


entations of ‘Meet the People,’ 
also checked in. He worked unde 
the tag of Barney Phillips and be- 
fore the Hollywood Theatrical Al- 


liance offering made appearances in | 


Sha] ; President, Luts Alfonso Calderon; 
hakespearian stock, on the Dr.! secretary, David M. Fierro, and | 
Christian radio series, the Lux Ra- | treasurer, Alfonso Acevedo. 
dio Theatre, Woodbury Playhouse | st hae ree 


and Hollywood Hotel. 


_ Dramatic group in Replacement | 
Center here started rehearsals last! 
week for ‘Room Service,’ which it | 


Will present at the 
hearby Long Branch. 


camp and in 


Only | 


office at) 


| ‘Third Finger’ OK $7,100 
To Lead Buenos Aires 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 

| Star appeal and good notices, plus 
| the added lure of a theatre-going 
| local Independence Day crowd, kept 
clicking energetically 
in a majority of downtown first run- 


| 


| 
| 
| 


|; the turnstiles 


ners this week and grosses were 


generally strong although nothing in 
ithe way of new records. 
Estimates, all given in pesos cur- 


rently at 26c. U. S. (4.19 to the} 
dollar) follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
valo) (1,400; $2, $1.50) — ‘Sea Wolf’ 


{(WB). Very nice $15,000 with no- 
tices particularly responsible. 

| Ideal (Lococo) (1,046; $3, $2.50)— 
|‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). Only fair 
' $10,000 for this top-price house on 
the second week. First week drew 
an estimated $20,000 and word-of- 
mouth apparently n.s.h. 


Aussie Theatre Deal 
Links Hoyts, . G.U.T. 
To Working Accord 


Sydney, July 4. 

Consummation of a new deal be- 
tween General Theatres and New- 
castle Theatres for 10 years further 
| stresses the fact that Hoyts and 
Greater Union Theatres, which 
formed GT years ago, have a work- 
ing agreement despite their ap- 
parent opposition. The old GT setup 
carried a 10 years’ agreement with 
Newcastle Theatres on a film-buying 
poo] idea, and renewal for a further 
10 years’ term indicates the close as- 
sociation of Hoyts and GUT without 
open announcement. 

Newcastle Theatres controls some 
22 theatres in one of the major in- 
dustrial centers of New South Wales, 
/headed by Charles Munro, Sam 
| Snider and George Dean, with Stan- 
ley Crick on the directorate. Nor- 
| man B. Rydge is the chairman of 
GUT, which runs houses in conjunc- 
tion with NT apart from its own 
major loop setup in the principal 
city spots. 

VARik&TY 





recently learned that, 


working agreement in operatio 
on film buys, plus opposition stay- 
aways, in order to oust any added 
1competition from making an _ at- 
tempt to break into the territory al- 
ready controlled by these two major 


loops. 


U.S. FILM COS. 
IN MEX LABOR 
WRANGLE 








Rex (‘Lautaret, Cavalo and Cor- 
dero) (3,305; $2, $1.50) — ‘Third 
Finger, Left Hand’ M-G), $30,000 | 
‘about $7,100 in U. S.), pretty good. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2, 
$1.50) ‘Man-Made Monster’ (VU). | 
Picked up after a slow first week 
to little over $10,000; worth the} 


holdover. 
Monumental (Coll 
(1,830; $2, $1.50) —‘Viente 
Una Noche’ 
Night’) (EFA, Argentine-made), Ex- 
cellent $20,000, which, while not 
quite as good as the preceding na- 
tional ‘Embrujo’ (‘Betwitched’) (Lu- 
miton), is very o.k. 
Opera ‘Lococo) 
‘Mi and Mrs. Smith’ 
$26.000 and about the best 
first-runs for the week. 
Broadway 


Anos y 


(2,500; $2, 


of the 


| (1,863: $2, $1.50) — ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ (M-G). Nice $10,000 for this 
second run First showing at the 


Gran Rex was tops locally. 
Suipacha (Lococo) (950; $2, $1.50) 
‘Back Street’ (U). Strong $14.000 

for the second run at this ordinarily 

first-run house. 


PEOPLE’S THEATRE FOR 


MEXICO READY IN AUG. 


Mexico City, July 22 
A theatre of the people and for 
the people is being readied for in- 


auguration in the headquarters hall | 


here of the national electricians 
union by the Theatre Arts Group, | 
headed by Seki Sano, Japanese im- 


who has recently become 
active in Mexico. 

The theatre to open early in Au- 
ill permanently present ‘true 


dances, 


presario 


Pust, w 
Mexican dramas, comedies, 


g 1] ] 
songs and music for ali the peopie 


Perkins OK to Go East 


James E. Perkins, Paramount's 
managing director in the Orient, 
has recovered sufficiently from a 
minor operation in N. Y. to return 


to his headquarters in Shanghai. 

Perkins will take the China clip- 
per from San Francisco late this 
montn. 


Mex Exhibs Elect 
Mexico City, July 22. 
Officers for the ensuing year have 


ican Film Exhibitors’ Union, head- 
quarters of which are here. 





RKO has made a deal with Argosy 
productions whereby it will distrib- 
ute 


tralian-made feature, throughout the 
territory. 


} Anzac 


and DiFore) | 


(‘Twenty Years and One| 


$1.50) | 
(RKO): 


(Lautaret and Cavalo) | 


been picked as follows by the Mex- | 
ers, producers and U‘S. distribs, in- 
| dications 


‘That Certain Something,’ Aus- | 


| Labor situation in Mexico again 
came to the fore this week as the 
new union contract for employes in 
the film exchanges of that country 
brought up for discussion by 
major company foreign man- 


Was 


U. S. 





| 


} 
} 


apart from the pool continuance in | 
Newcastle, Hoyts and GUT have a | : 
n| the first strongly anti-Nazi play to| 


presently whereby each side will aid | 





lagers Monday (21) at the Hays office. | 


‘New pact is up for renewal on 
Aug. 1, with the unions again making 
demands. 


versities 


A. L. Pratchett, Paramount's for- | 
eign manager in Central America, 


who arrived in N. Y. this week, out- 
lined the Mexican situation to the 
foreign chiefs. He has been closely 
in touch with conditions in Mexico. 

Subject taken under advise- 
ment, with decision likely later this 
week on what joint action should be 
taken. 


Was 


Urbina’s UA Huddles 
J. B. Urbina 


United Artists man- 
ager in Mexico, planed into New 
York Monday (21) from Mexico 
City for homeoffice confabs. 


Understood that part of these hud- 
dies will be over the pending union 
| contract for exchange workers in 
Mexico. 


U to 0.0. Scripts at 
The Source to Spare 


Latin Sensitivities 


Joe Seidelman, 
distribut 


Ur i\ ersal foreign 


ion head 


|} parture 


British Exhibitors Ask Jack Warner 
To Refrain From Maxwell Theatre Buy 





,’ 
+ 


STOLL THEATRE GOES 
VAUDE IN LONDON 


London, July 22. 


Stoll theatre inaugurates vaude- 
ville plus films Sept. 1, the only 
vaudfilmer in the West End with 





such a policy. Vaude will be shown 
on a twice-daily policy, at 3 and 6) 
p.m., with five acts and a picture. 
Several names have been lined up, | 
first being Billy Cotton's band, with | 
Ronald Frankau following. 


Reception to Anti-Nazi 
Play in B. A. Indicates 
Pro-Democracy Feeling 








} 


| 
Buenos Aires, July 15. | 
Surprisingly warm reception given | 
be presented in this No. 1 nietropolis | 
of South America—an original in 
Spanish called ‘Infiltracion’—is taken 
as a barometer of public sentiment, 
which indicates that the average 
man is lined up with the democra- 
cies and knows what Fifth Column- 
ists are up to in Latin America. 

Smash biz being registered by the 
production current at the Teatro 
Comedia, is cited by many as proof 
that recent governmental bans on 
such picts as Chaplin’s ‘Great Dic- 
tator’ and ‘Pastor Hall’ were not in- 
dications of public feeling. ‘Infil- 
tracion,’ which while it avoids nam- 
ing the Nazis outright, leaves no 
doubt as to its intent and has so far 
drawn frowns from the German and 
Italian Embassies but to date there 
have been no formal protests. 

Audience response indicates that 
all the jibes at the blonde Ambassa- 
dor of a certain foreign country 
whose ‘country aspires to the domi- 
nation of the world and needs South | 
America for its granery’ are com- | 
pletely understood and that evidence 
of Fifth Columnists in Congress, uni- 
and the press as drama- 
tized are as telling as in newspaper 
headlines. ; | 

Fact that an investigation of pro- | 
totalitarian, anti-Argentine activities | 
by a local ‘Dies Committee’ is now | 
underway aided the play con- | 
siderably and the management hasn't | 
been denying apparently well- 
founded reports that some of the 
footlight goings-on are based on evi- 
dence already uncovered. 





| 
} 


| 


} 
| 


has 


PHIL REISMAN TREKS 
TO SO. AM. IN AUGUST 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign man- 
ager, has delayed his New York de- 
for South America until 
the end of August. 

Originally Reisman planned going 


| to the Latin-Americas late this 
month. At that time, Reisman had 
hoped to accompany John Hay 


| 
! 


Whitney, head of the film commit-| 


tee for the Latin-American hemi- | 
spheric defense, but now latter may 
postpone his Latin-American trek 


| indefinitely. 


plans to name a 
Latin-American expert to supervise 
all scripts at the studio, when he 
goes to the Coast early next month, | 
as a means to eliminate any angle 
that might offend in South America 
Up until now, Universal has been | 
going over scripts at the N.Y. for- 
}eign department office, but this is 
|tedious and not altogether satis- | 


factory. 


Argentina Pix Tax 


Buenos Aires, July 15. 
Despite protests by theatre own- 


are that the Ministry of 


Finance will push through a new bilb 


slapping a 10% tax on grosses of all 


: Argentine pic houses. 


Dwindling government revenue, 


i; due to lessening of import and ex- 


| port trade resulting from the war, 


i} based on the capacity of the house. 


| voted to readjustment 


}has brought about search for new 
sources of income. Currently film | 
houses pay a tax of between 2-3%, 


Joe Hummel Returns 
From Latin-Am. Trip 


Joseph Hummel, assistani to Rob- 
ert Schle Warner Bro foreign 
manager, is due in New York today 
(Wednesday ) fron a two-week 
plane trip through the Latin Amer- 
icas, 

Part of Hummel’s trip was de- 


of personnel. 
One change, already announced, is 
that in Mexico, where Oscar | 
Brooks, assistant manager, has be- 
come manager, replacing Joseph G. 
Mullen, who's resigned. 


The Indian Sign 


Calcutta, June 1. 
cinemas in Rangoon 
(Burma), all of which show English, 
American and Indian films, have 
closed down as a result of the enor- 
mous increase in customs duty on} 
films entering Burma. 

Films showing Burmese films only 
affected 
usual, | 


Thirteen 


are not and continue as 


London, July 22. 


Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn, 
has entered the pending Warner deal 
for John Maxwell holdings in Asso- 
ciated British Cinemas, Ltd., with 
an outright request to Jack War- 
ner that he refrain from buying it, 
Cable sent to Warner said: 

‘British exhibitors like Warner 
Bros. and would like them better if 
you would not buy into British cine- 
mas. British exhibitors ask you to 
call off the Maxwell deal, which 
they strongly oppose. 


No Word Until Milder Returns 


No definite word on terms, or on 
whether the proposed Warner Bros. 
buy-in on Associated British is ac- 
tually going to be consummated, will 
be forthcoming until Max Milder, 





Warners’ manager in Britain, returns _ 


to London. Presently he is still in 
New York awaiting appr of 
visas, which would permit him to 
clipper home. 


uw. 
,a 


Axis Influence Makes 
Portugal Tougher On 
Visas; Milder Stalled 


Delay in getting a visa from 
Portugal, which is holding up the 
departure of Max Milder, Warners 
managing director in Great Britain, 
prompted Milder and Karl Mac- 
Donald, assistant in the company’s 


foreign department, to plane to 
Washington this week in an effort 
to expedite such papers. They hud- 


dled with the U. S. State Depart- 
ment. 


Refusal by Portugal to issue a visa 
to U. S. film company officials is a 


new thing and may be premilinary 
to general toughening up of visa 
regulations by the Portuguese be- 
cause of additional axis domination 
in recent weeks. 


3,000 Miles to Goodman’s 
Just Like Commuting 


St. John, N. B., July 22. 

Touring Canada’s 3,000 miles wide 
territory, on his first coast-to-coast 
inspection of Paramount exchanges, 
was just commuting for Del Good- 
man, new Paramount g.m. for Can- 
ada. 

He came to Canada from the lands 
across the Pacific, where he was gen- 


eral manager of distribution for 
| 20th-Fox, for almost 20 years. He 


| spent about 75% of nearly 20 years 
in the Orient, in traveling on film 
sales missions. For about 25% of his 


time, he was at his Shanghai home 
and offices. 


BOOSTING U. S. 


Moore-McCormack Line Makes Pix 
for S.A. Consumption 
Buenos Aires, July 15. 
Campaign to show South Ameri- 


cans what the U.S. is really like— 


|and possibly also to get a few cus- 


started 
Line 


specially-made 


here by 
via a se- 
films Picts 


both in theatres 


tomers—has been 
Moore-McCormack 
ries of 
are shown 
nd privately, hous« here 


, 3 
ing commercial advert 


being 
accept- 
ing shorts as 
a standard item. First pic deals 
with New York 

William C, 
senger traffic 
determined 
that film 
dium than radio, 
dubbed in Spanish. 
also made a series on S.A. for 
audiences, distributing these 
tirely on a non-commercial 
through eight key offices. 


tote 


tant 


the 


Neven, ass pas- 
manager o line, 
recent survey trip 
far better 
Shorts 
Company 


i 
f 
on a 
would me- 
are 
has 
U.S. 
en- 
basis 


pe a 


Rose Preps Return 





Paramount’s man- 
Great Britain, is 
N. Y. frorn Holly- 


aging director in 


due to arrive 


wood, Aug. 4, preparatory to clip- 
pering back to London later in the 
week, 

He has been on the Coast look- 


ing at new product and attempting 
to signature new players for con- 
templated British quota pictures Par 
plans making in England. 
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WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Dr. Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G), Capitol T., Charleston. 
WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Orpheum T. 

MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Forest Z: 

MON., JULY 28 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par,), Forest : 3 


TUES., JULY 29 (330 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Forest . A 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Capitol T., Charleston. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Forest T. 


CLEVELAND 


WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG), Uptown T., Youngstown. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyil-Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Ohio T., Toledo. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (10 am.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Lake T. 

MON., JULY 28 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Lake T. 

TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Lake T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (12 noon), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Lake T. 

TUES., JULY 29 42 pm.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Metropolitan T. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Lake T. 
THURS., JULY 31 (2 p.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Uptown T., Yo’ngst’n. 
THURS., JULY 31 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Ohio T., Toledo. 


DALLAS 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Texas T.,San Antonio. 
WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 ($:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (10 am.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G) B’way T., Lubbock. 
MON., JULY 28 (10 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), White T. 

MON., JULY 28 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), White T. 
MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Roswin T. 

TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), White T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), White T. 

WED., JULY 30 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Texas T., San Antonio. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 am.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), White T. 

FRI., AUG. 1 (10 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Broadway T., Lubbock. 


DENVER 


WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS,, JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Santa Fe T. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Par. Ex. 
WED., JULY 3@ (2 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange. 


DES MOINES 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Ingersoll T. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Forest T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Ingersoll T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (11:30 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Ingersoll T. 
WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Ingersoll T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Ingersoll. 


DETROIT 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 am.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th ), Exchange P.R 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Vogue T. 
MON., JULY 28 (12 noon), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Vogue. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Majestic T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG ), Mich. T., Saginaw. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Vogue T 
TUES., JULY 29 (3 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Vogue T. . 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), E’st'wn T., Gr. Rapids 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Vogue T. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Esquire T. 

WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed tu Kill’ (20th), Esquire T. 

THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Esquire T. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Esquire T. 

FRI, JULY 25 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Esquire T. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Talbott T. 

MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Hamilton T. 
MON., JULY 28 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Hamilton T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Crescent T., Louisville 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Hamilton T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (3 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Hamilton T. 

WED, JULY 3¢@ (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Hamilton T. 


KANSAS CITY 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 


cs 


WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| THURS@ JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
| THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange PR. 
| THURS., JULY 24 (3:50 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

' FRI, JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| MON., JULY 28 (10:30 am.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Vogue T. 
MON., JULY 28 (1 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Vogue T. 


TUES., JULY 29 (1 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Uptown T., Wichita.’ 
TUES., JULY 29 (1 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Vogue T 
| TUES. JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par), Uptown T., Wichita. 


| TUES., JULY 29 (2:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Vogue T. 


WED., JULY 3@ (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Vogue T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Uptown T., Wichita. 


LOS ANGELES 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Victoria T. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Victoria T. 
MON., JULY 28 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Victoria T. 


TUES., JULY 29 ‘3 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par}, Victoria T. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Victoria T. 


MEMPHIS 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Palace T. 


MILWAUKEE 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20ih), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m ), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRL, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Colonial T. 
MON., JULY 28 (2:40 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Colonial T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Varsity T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Colonial T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2:40 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Colonial T. 

WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Colonial T. 


7 MINNEAPOLIS 


WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 pm.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
| THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| FRI, JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Rialto T. 

| MON., JULY 28 (2:40 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Rialto T. 

| TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 am.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), State T., Sioux Falls 





| TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Rialto T. 


| TUES., JULY 29 (11:40 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Rialto T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), West T., Duluth. 


TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Park T. 
WED., JULY 3@ (2:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Rialto T. 


NEW HAVEN 


| WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (1 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Caliing’ (20th), Exchange P.R 
| THURS.. JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| THURS., JULY 24 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
| THURS., JULY 24 (3 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| FRI, JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| FRI. JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

| MON., JULY 28 (10 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Whitney T. 

| MON., JULY 28 (11:30 a.m.). ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Whitney T. 

| TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Whitney T 
| TUES., JULY 29 (11:30 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Whitney T. P 

| WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Whitney T. 

| WED., JULY 30 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Law rence if 


NEWARK 


THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (MG), Cameo T. 
| THURS., JULY 31 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Cameo T. 


NEW ORLEANS 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th ), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par ), Paramount Exch. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Clabon T. 





TUES., JULY 29 (12 noon), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange 
WED., JULY 30@ (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


NEW YORK CITY 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th). Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Astor T. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R 

WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
(Continued on page 24) 
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WED., JULY 30 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Uptown, Wichita. | 


THURS., JULY 31 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Uptown, Wichita. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Forest T. | THURS., JULY 31 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par), Uptown, Wichita. 


THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenide’ (20th), Exchange P.R. | 
MON., JULY 28 (10 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Strand T., Phoenix. | 


TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Victoria. 


MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
MON., JULY 28 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Par. Exchange. | 
TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Par, Exch. 
TUES., JULY 29 (11 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Prospect T., Little Rock. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange. 
WED., JULY 39 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 


TUES., JULY 29 (1 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Pillar T., Valley City. 


MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Par. Exchange. 
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| eanteens and decided to turn them 
| back to the boys in the form of free 
entertainment. What these profits 
ameunt to in a camp of 55,000 se- 
lectees and National Guardsmen 
where every tube of toothpaste and 
every pack of ciggies is sold at 
| standard prices can only be guessed 
at. 

The major’s action in handing the 
| proceeds back to the boys in the 
|form of entertainment is _ being 
highly applauded by privates at both 
this camp and other camps. Too 
often, disposition of the post ex- 
change profits s¢ems to be a deep 
mystery, with indications that they 
buy furniture and other improve- 
ments for the officers’ quarters. 

Major Sossaman’s plan is to bring 
/ down a first-rate show and possibly 
a name band every 10 days or two 
weeks. Each show will play three 
performances at the camp, one for 
each division. Start is scheduled 
for October with the season te run 
until the following May. 

Rep now in New York—formerly 
in show biz—is lining up availabili- 
ties and prices. He'll take his lists 
south with him and huddle with 
Sossaman before contracts are inked. 
Idea is to get two name performers 
for each of the regular shows, spac- 
ing these with the name bands every 
once in a while. Expenses from 
Atlanta to the camp (110 miles) and 
room and board will be provided. 

An angle to enable the camp to 
get better talent by creating a south- 
ern circuit is under way by Sossa- 
man—who is getting his first taste of 
show biz. He wants to line up the 
five other camps in the vicinity of 
Benning to take the shows, too, so 
that traveling expenses for the acts 
will be pro-rated and it will make 
the trip more attractive to the per- 
' formers. Other camps are Stewart, 
McPherson, Wheeler, McClelland and 
| Blanding. 

How anxious Benning is to have 
entertainment was evidenced by 
| negotiations entered into by its rep 
| in New York for Phil Spitalny and 
his all-girl crew to broadcast from 
there. Sunday, Aug. 2. Spitalny 

° 
| agreed to go down if planes were 
provided for the trip. Sossaman 
| okayed the $1,650-expense bill but 
| it was then discovered that the Army 
and Navy had left commercial air- 
lines so short on planes there was 
none available for the flight. 

Soldier sent to New York from 
Benning is also shopping for lights 
and other stage equipment. Camp 
has a 6,500-seat outdoor stadium 
available, plus a giant tent and sev- 
eral 1,238-seat theatres (minus dress- 
| ing rooms). 

6th Unit Going Out 

| . USO-financed Citizens Committee, 
with purchase of the giant trucks it 
|/has been using to send vaude troupes 
into camps, will send a sixth unit 
bout this week. It has had five on 
the road since mid-June, one having 
been called in but sent out again 
when it was discovered that field 
j}maneuvers wouldn’t interfere with 
the shows, as expected. Excellent 
reaction to the shows from camps in 
‘all parts of the country has resulted 
‘in the War Department requesting 
the CC to keep them going indefi- 
i nitely. 

| Adjunct sent out on a 16-day tour 
‘with Unit E (Don Cummings. m.c.) 
this week is the Fort Dix (N. J.) 








-| band. Most of crew of 14 tooted with 


'name bands before the Khaki got 
‘em. Maestro is Sergeant Herbert 
Bernfeld, who as Herbie Fields 
|played sax and clarinet with Ray- 
i}mond Scott. Among others are 
|Private Sidney Macey, former 
ltrumpeter and arranger for Hal 


-/Kemp; Mort Kahn, yclept pianist- 


leader Gerry Morton (Savoy Plaza 
and Hotel Pierre, N. Y.); James 
Morreale, trumpeter for Paul White- 
man: George Johnston, trumpeter 
for Will Osborne; Don Matteson, 
‘trombonist for Jimmy Dorsey; Lou's 
|Counihan, trombonist for Otto 
Suzannos, and Jack Seery, trom- 
bonist for Reggie Childs. 


Best ‘Goodwill’ 


Continued from page 1! 




















it is resulting in focusing attention 
on U. S. distributors, and later often 
producing additional taxes, restric- 
tions, etc. 

New restriction in the Latin- 


-| Americas is a decree by Peru which 


would keep that nation clear of all 
propaganda pictures. Citing its de- 
sire to avoid taking sides in the pres- 
ent conflict, the edict would prevent 
the showing of any motion pictures 
favoring one side or the other in the 
present European war. Order vir- 
tually bans every American feature 
with an anti-Nazi theme. 
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Trade Showings | 








Continued from page 20 


THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 








al 





FRI, JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange PR. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. | 
MON., JULY 28 (10 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Normandie T. 
MON., JULY 28 (11:45 a.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Normandie T.. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Normandie A 
TUES., JULY 29 (11:45 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Normandie T. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 am.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Normandie T. 
WED., JULY 30 (10:45 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Astor T. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 am.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Majestic T., Tulsa. 
WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R, 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Uptown T. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchge. 
MON., JULY 28 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange. 
WED., JULY 30 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Majestic T., Tulsa. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 


OMAHA 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Dundee T. 
MON.,, JULY 28 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Dundee T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:15 p.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Dundee T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (3 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Dundee T. 

WED., JULY 30 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Dundee T. 
WED., JULY 30 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Dundee T. 


PHILADELPHIA 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 





WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. | 


THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI, JULY 25 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI., JULY 25 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (11 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Aldine T. 

MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Aldine T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘Henry Aldrich for President’ (Par), Aldine T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (3:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Aldine T. 

WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Aldine T. 

WED., JULY 30 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Aldine T. 


PITTSBURGH 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Academy T., Meadville. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Morgan T., Morgantown. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Shadyside T. 
MON., JULY 28 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Rialto T. 

TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Shadyside T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (3:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Shadyside T. 
WED., JULY 30 (11 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Morgan T., M’rg’nt’wn. 
WED., JULY 30 (11 am.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), Academy, Meadville 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Shadyside T. 
WED., JULY 30 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Rivoli T., Altoona. 
WED., JULY 30 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ ’(Par), Shadyside T. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Star Filn: Exch’ge. 
WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
WED., JULY 23 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Star Film Exch’ge. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Star Film Exchange. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10 a.m.), ‘Sun Val. Serenade’ (20th), Star Film Exch’ge. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Sun Val. Serenade’ (20th), Star F. Exch’ ge. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Esquire T. 

MON., JULY 28 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Esquire T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Esquire T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (3 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Esquire T. 

WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Esquire T. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Esquire T. 


ST. LOUIS 


WED., JULY 23 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
. WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (2, p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

ED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
TI-IRS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

FRI, JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), S’Renco P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (M-G), Norside T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), S’Renco P.R. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), S’Renco PR. 
WED., JULY 30 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), S’Renco P.R. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), 8’Renco P.R. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


WED., JULY 23 (11 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Fox T., Butte. 
FRL, JULY 25 (1 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 


MON., JULY 28 (1 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 


MON., JULY 28 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


TUES., JULY 29 (10 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Studio T. 


TUES., JULY # (1 p.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 


TUES., JULY 29 (2:30 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 


WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 


THURS., JULY 31 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Fox T., Butte. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


WED., JULY 23 (10 a.m.). ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (11:30 a.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (4 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

THURS., JULY 24 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 
MON., JULY 28 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Paramount Exch. 
TUES., JULY 29 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., JULY 29 (2 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Alhambra T. 

TUES., JULY 29 (3 p.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Paramount Exchange. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Paramount Exch, 


SEATTLE 


WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (MG), State T., Spokane. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exch. P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Egyptian T. 
MON., JULY 28 (3 p.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Egyptian T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Egyptian T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (12 noon), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Egyptian T. 

TUES., JULY 29 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Greenlake T. 
WED., JULY 30 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Egyptian T. 


WASHINGTON 


WED., JULY 23 (10 am.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Park T., Roanoke, 
WED., JULY 23 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
WED., JULY 23 (12 noon), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (1 p.m.), ‘Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde’ (M-G), Circle T. 
WED., JULY 23 (2 p.m.), ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 

WED., JULY 23 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:15 a.m.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Rialto T., Balt. 
THURS., JULY 24 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (12 noon), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (2 p.m.), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
THURS., JULY 24 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Private Nurse’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (11 am.), ‘Jekyll & Hyde’ (M-G), Capitol T., Richmond. 
FRI., JULY 25 (11 a.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
FRI, JULY 25 (2 p.m.), ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th), Exchange P.R. 
MON., JULY 28 (9 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Rialto T., Baltimore. 
MON., JULY 28 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Sylvan T. 

MOQN., JULY 28 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Buy Me That Town’ (Par), Capitol T., Richm’d. 
MON., JULY 28 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Rialto, Balt. 
MON., JULY 28 (11 am.), ‘Nothing But the Truth’ (Par), Sylvan T. 
MON., JULY 28 (11 a.m.), ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par), Capitol T., Richm’'d. 
TUES., JULY 29 (9 a.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Rialto T., Balt. 
TUES., JULY 29 (9:30 a.m.), ‘H. Aldrich for President’ (Par), Sylvan T. 
TUES., JULY 29 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Aldrich for President’ (Par), Capitol T., Rich. 
TUES., JULY 29 (10:30 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Rialto T., Baltimore. 


TUES., JULY 29 (11 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Sylvan T. 

TUES., JULY 29 (11 a.m.), ‘New York Town’ (Par), Capitol T., Richmond. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Sylvan T. 

WED., JULY 30 (10 a:m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Rialto T., Balt. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), Capitol T., Rich. 
WED., JULY 30 (10 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Park T., Roanoke. 
WED., JULY 30 (1 p.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Circle T. 

THURS., JULY 31 (10:15 a.m.), ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), Rialto T., Balt. 
FRI, AUG. 1 (11 a.m.), ‘Down in San Diego’ (MG), Capitol T., Richmond. 























archives. The occupants made a 
great effort to push across their own 
product but it was no go for French 
audiences, with the later showing a 
decided preference for old French 
pictures. Even with the release of 
relatively new pix, revivals have be- 
come very popular all over France. 
Availability of the new film to audi- 
ences was necessary, however, to 


‘| keep them from trekking to legit and 


music hall performances, where they 
were heading in ever-increasing 
numbers, 

There are about 60 theatres giv- 
ing legit, music hall, variety, revue 
and operetta shows. Of this num- 
ber 28 alone stick to straight legit. 
Each week sees several new plays 
released and producers report in- 
creasing receipts and say that box- 
office returns compare favorably 
with those of pre-war days. 

Encourage Entertainment 


It’s obvious that the Germans are 
encouraging any and all kinds of biz 
upbeat in the amusement line so that 
their propaganda can help dispel 
reports of drooping spirits and ever- 
decreasing morale in the Occupied 
Zone. 


If a curtain could be drawn on 
some of the grimmer aspects of life 
in the French capital, and judged 
only by what is going on in the en- 
tertainment world, things might be 
said to be normal. Entertaining 
goes on merrily as if the war had 
taken place on some _ neighboring 
planet, and as if the German sol- 
diers seen about the boulevards were 
only visiting boy scouts or uniformed 
members of some lodge here on con- 
vention. Showcase, theatre and res- 
taurant owners even seemed to for- 
get about blackouts and marquees 
were beginning to shine conspicu- 
ously in the blackness of the night. 

ut now the authorities have finally 
put down their foot and warned 
everyone that the blackout is just 
as much in force as ever, and that 





in the future lighted marquees 


Franco-Nazi Show Biz 
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would be yanked down at the ex- 
pense of their owners. 

Food, drink and money may be 
short, but one would never suspect 
it to look at some of: the prices and 
menus at some of the boites. 

Maxim’s, with Albert still running 
things, is as popular as ever, the best 
draw spot in town for the Germans. 





convinced and before long the audi- 
ence was treated to a free-for-all 
with both intent on mayhem. Police 
jumped on the stage and stopped 
fight and show. The St. George's 
is now having a more tranquil ex- 
istence with ‘Les Jours de Notre 
Vie’ (‘The Days of Our Life’). 


Several of the more successful 
plays now packing ’em in are the 
Theatre Edouard VII with Steve 
Passeur’s ‘Le Marche Noir’ (‘Black 
Market’), with Jany Holt, Mary 
Morgan, Suzet Mais and Jean 
Chevrier holding down top toles, and 
Bouffes Parisien, with Michel 
Duran’s ‘Bolero,’ a threeé-acter with 
Jeanne Aubert, Denise Grey and 
Daniel Lecourt. 


Sacha Guitry still holds down the 
Madeleine with another of his crea- 
tions, ‘Vive l’Empereur,’ with Guitry 
centering the play around himself, 
without his usual partner, Rou- 
manian Elvire Popesco, who found 
she couldn’t get along with Sacha on 
money matters—or at least no better 
than anyone else ever has. 


Cecile Sorel, the latest of French 
thesps, who had to prove she was 
all Aryan, is back on the Paris stage 
at the Ambassadeurs in a classic, 
‘Andromiaque,’ with Tonia Navarre. 
Andre Luguet has top billing in 
‘Carton Pate,’ first play by Pierre 
Brive and Robert Beauvais ai the 
Michel. 

Other Legiters 


Alice Tissot and Mlle. Darfeuil 
share top roles in Paul Nivoic’s 
‘Amour a l’Ombre’ (‘Love in the 
Shade’), an amusing skit at the 
Palais Royale. Edouard Bourdet’s 
comedy hit, ‘Hymenee,’ is holding 
down the fort at the Michodiere. 
Jean Tranchat is appearing in the 
latest version of the ‘Vie de Boheme’ 
at the Monceau. ‘L Megere Ap- 
privoisee’ is at the Montparnasse, 
Sarment’s ‘Mamouret’ at the Atelier, 
‘Pavillon Brule’ with Marcel Her- 
rand and Jean Marchat at the 
Mathurins, Henry Bataille’s ‘Femme 
Nue’ at the Gymnase, and Maurice 
Rostand’s  ‘Enchanteresse’ at the 
Oeuvre. 


On the lighter side there’s a new 
operetta, ‘Le Scandale de Pithiviers,’ 
by Saint Granier, with music by 
Georges Van Pary, at the Nouveautes. 
In the cast are St. Granier, Ginette 
Leclerc, Robert Burnier Maried 
Chiard and Frank Aubert. Another 
operetta is being staged at the Op- 
timistes under the name of ‘La 
Tendre Aline’ by Michel Carre. Still 
another is the “Trois Jeunes Filles 
Nues’ (‘Three Nude Girls’), by 
Albert Willemetz, at the “Marigny, 
with Suzanne Dehelly. 

The Casino de Paris and Folies 
Bergeres are still running along on 
their opening revue of the season. 
Charles Trenet and Victor Boucher 
head a music hall show at the Ave- 
nue, while it’s ditto for Georgius 
at the Etoile, Mauricet and Edith 
Piaff at the Bobino and Pierre 
Larquey at the Deux Anges. 

Cafe life also is doing well, and 
although the drinks are not as strong 
or as plentiful as they were in the 
millenium before the new order, the 
crowds are kept reasonably happy. 
The Triomphe, the largest and most 
gaudy of the cafes on the Champs 
Elysees, has reopened under new 
management. The Rendez Vous is 





Leon Volterra’s Lido with ever- 
changing floor shows, the Boeuf Sur 
Le Toit, Henry Lartigue’s Ciro’s, 
Lucienne Boyer’s Chez Elle, the| 
Sheherazade, the oldest boite in 
town, and the Aiglon, built but never | 
operated by Harry Pilcer, are all 
doing a roaring business. Others 
that cannot complain are Agnes| 
Capri, Chez Mimi Pinson, Night Club, | 
Boites a Sardines, L’Imperatrice, | 
Badinage, Suzy Solidor’s, Monseig- 
neur, Eve, Grand Jeu, Monte Cristo 
and others. Some of the lesser lights, 
like the Villa, Gypsy’s, Jockey, 
Poisson D’Or and danceries like 
Melody’s, Paradis, Olympia and Car- 
dinal are serving to a steady clien- 
tele. 
Latest Legit Preem 

The latest legit premiere was 
Jean Cocteau’s ‘Machine a Ecrire’ 
(‘Typewriter’), at the Theatre des 
Arts, and it was accompanied by the 
usual fanfare and scandal of all 
Cocteau openings. It was banned the 
second night, and after a compro- 
mise between the management and 
author on one side and the authori- 
ties on the other, the play reopened 
on the third night and has since had 
a successful, uninterrupted career. 

Another truly Parisian premiere 
was ‘La Nuit de Printemps’ (‘Spring 
Night’), at the St. George’s, on the 
picturesque square of the same name. 
The play lasted one performance. 
The author, Pierre Ducrocg, who 
didn’t like the crowd's reaction to 
his play jumped on the stage and 
accused the theatre director of hav- 
ing formed a cabal against him. The 
director also leaped the stage and 
publicly denied the charge, but it 





seems that Ducrocg just wouldn’t be 


the latest thing in American bars in 
the same neighorhood. 

Restaurants are getting along as 
best as they can under an increasing 
number of restrictions. 











| Carrillo 
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Canadian Grand Fiesta in Mult- 
nomah Stadium for three nights 
(14-16). He was there one night, 
but then the ‘inside story’ is better 
left untold. Chief Niles and Mayor 
Riley politely explained that Mr. 
Carrillo had an urgent call to re- 
turn to his picture work. Local 
radio man, Johnnie Carpenter, spe- 
ciai events b-caster for CBS station 
KOIN, took over the m.c. job. 

It was the correct, polite and of- 
ficial explanation of the host at a 
party explaining the missing guest. 

‘It was a pity,’ said Mayor Riley, 
‘that Mr. Carrillo should have been 
called away so suddenly.’ That was 
Portland’s dignified farewell to Leo 
Carrillo. It was the language used 
by reporters who hunted down the 
story and decided to leave it alone. 
Unofficially, newsmen put it in an- 
other way. . 














BRAHM’S FLYING DOC 
Hollywood, July 22. 

John Brahm was assigned to di- 
rect ‘Flight Surgeon,’ the William 
LeBaron production at 20th-Fox, cur- 
rently in the writing mill. 

Recently Brahm completed ‘Wild 
Geese Calling.’ 








. 
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First Runs Will Continue to Pace 


The Industry, 





Milwaukee, July 22. 

Exhibitors for the most part don’t 
know pictures and, regardless of 
tradeshows, Consent Decree or any 
other regulation, they will book, buy 
and exploit product just as they have 
in the past, blindly following the 
leaders like a flock of sheep. This 
was the view of one veteran Wis- 
consin showman, following the first 
week of Tradeshows in which RKO 
screened its first block of five. 

‘First runs will continue to set the 
pace for the others,’ said this ex- 
hibitor, ‘and what clicks in the key 
houses will be played on the as- 
sumption these pictures will likewise 
click in the subsequent runs, the su- 
burban houses and the state towns.’ 

Some exhibs voiced their inten- 
tion of seeing every Tradeshow, not 
only to pick the good ones, but to 
spot the bad ones, figuring their 
time and money will be well spent 
in knowing for themselves just what 
to lay off of in making up their 
budgets and exploitation plans. 

Milwaukee operators seem to like 
the idea of screening only one pic- 
ture a day, as this doesn’t interfere 
much with their routine activities, 
while some of the out-of-towners 
think it would be to their advantage 
to show two or three pictures a day. 

The secret screening committee of 
the Independent Theatres Protective 
Association of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan went into action for the 
first time and their confidential re- 
views of pictures shown went out 
today (Tuesday) to aJl state exhibs. 


Portland Likes Idea 
But Wants ’Em Bunched 


Portland, Ore., July 22. 

Consensus so far seems to approve 
the tradeshowing idea. However, Al 
Fink, Portland manager for Ham- 
rick-Evergreen, believes it is still in 
experimental stage and changes will 
be necessary. Both he and William 
McCurdy, manager of Parker’s 
Broadway, agree that the present 
system of showing one picture a day 
is too long drawn out. 

Distances are great in the north- 
west, and Portland is the only screen- 
ing spot for all of Oregon and small 
portions of Washington and Idaho. 
It’s a two-day trip (or more) for 
many theatre men to come here for 
screenings. Fink’s suggestion is that 
at least three pix be screened a day, 
instead of stretching through the 
week. McCurdy believes it might be 
possible for five pix to be shown in 
one day, recessing for lunch, thereby 
permitting out-of-towners — particu- 








larly small house owner-managers— 
to hurry back to work. | 

Portland sweltered under 103 de- | 
grees the three opening days of the | 
tradeshows, but theatre men turned | 
out strong in spite of the heat. 


Only 3 at 1 Screening 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

Virtually ignored by independent | 
exhibitors, including even those in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, consent 
decree trade screenings at the St. 
Louis Park, local 1,200-seat suburban 
house, continue to draw pathetically 
Small crowds of 25 to 30 people, with 
only ‘Citizen Kane’ an exception and 
attendance for that none too gratify- 
ing, either. 

One of the decree tradeshowings, 
Metro’s ‘Lady Be Good,’ drew what 
is believed to be a record low of 
three independent exhibitors. It was 
at Valley City, N. D. However, the 
screening went on as announced. 

At Duluth the attendance was only 
seven; at Sioux Falls, S. D., 12, and 
here in Minneapolis 27. This was by 
actual count. 

_It’s considered significant in trade 
circles here that 20th, sizing up the 
Situation, is holding its first group- 
of- five screenings this week in its 
Own small screening room seating 
Only 44. Both Metro and RKO, the 
Only other two companies so far to 
have the showings, rented the de 
luxe St. Louis Park for the purpose, 
expecting good turnouts, although 
Northwest Allied leaders had pre- 
dicted that the screenings would 
Prove flops as far as attracting any 
Sizable crowds of independent ex- 
hibitors is concerned. 

‘Kane’ Attracts More 

The fact that ‘Kane’ brought out 
approximately 75 exhibitors, as 
compared to the 25 to 30 for the 
Others, sustained some exchange 
managers’ contentions that the 
majority of independent exhibitors | 
aren’t enough interested in their 
Ousiness, dislike pictures generally 








| ciates, 


One Exhih’s Idea 


and haven’t any confidence in their 
judgment on a film’s quality or b.o. 
possibilities. 

Branch managers scoff at the claim 
that independent exhibitors can’t 
spare the time for screenings. As far 
as most Twin City independent ex- 
hibitors are concerned, they aver, 
time is one thing that hangs heavy 
and that they do have. 

One Northwest Allied district, 
comprising independent exhibitors 
from a number of towns in the sec- 
tion, solved ‘the tradeshowing prob- 
lem’ by delegating one of their 
number to attend and report back to 
the others. With considerable dif- 
ficulty they were able to induce an 
exhibitor to take the assignment. 

Strom believes that, in conse- 
quence of the decree, independent 
exhibitors will depend more on 
trade paper reviews io determine 
whether they want to buy particular 
groups of five and how the various 
groups will fit into their exhibition 
scheme. His own office has inaug- 
urated a service for Northwest Allied 
members in connection with the 
showings. It will furnish a report 
on every picture screened for the 
trade. The report will give a box- 
office and censorship rating and play- 
date and booking suggestion, and 
state the bracket allocation and type 
of picture along with other com- 
ment which it might consider perti- 
nent. 





Great for the Wives 
San Franciseo, July 22. 

First week of consent decree 
screenings in Frisco’s Alhambra 
didn’t prove much except fact that 
wives and friends are finding the 
showings a nice chance to get an 
advance look at new pictures. High- 
est attendance for the week was 
around 125. On that day only 25 
actual exhibitors were present, the 
other 100 being along for the ride. 
A few exhibitors came from a 50- 
mile radius of Frisco, but there were 
no long-distance trips represented. 
Exhibitors and bookers who did at- 
tend (mostly circuit-affiliated), how- 
ever, come every day for the most 
part, and caught all _ pictures 
screened. 


Harry Arthur Calls 


Tradies a ‘Nuisance’ 


St. Louis, July 22. 

‘More or less a nuisance, and cost- 
ly with exhibitors,’ is the summa- 
tion of Harry C. Arthur’s reaction 
to the tradescreenings, now in prac- 
tice throughout the country as a re- 
sult of the governmental consent 
decree. 

Arthur, writing to St. Louis from 
Los Angeles, where he is conferring 
with his Fanchon & Marco asso- 
is one of the largest indi- 
vidual purchasers of film in the St. 
Louis territory, operating for F&M 
and the St. Louis Amus. Co. over 
30 first-run and subsequent run the- 
atres. 

‘After awhile, exhibitors will re- 
sume choosing films in their old, es- 
tablished way,’ he wrote, ‘via private 
screenings of several films at a time, 
and by means of trade paper ads and 
reviews, as well as the word-of- 
mouth of other exhibitors.’ 





Tradepaper Influence 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Metro’s trade screening of ‘Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ at the Am- 
bassador yesterday (Monday), drew 
the largest attendance of any of the 
showings to date. There were 139 
present, with a checkup revealing 
118 exhibs, representing 336 the- 
atres. 

Opinions on the tradeshows of 
those attending was divided. Opera- 
tors of houses in highly competitive 
territories requiring numerous week- 
ly changes do not feel it is neces- 
sary to look before they buy as they 
need every available film, good, bad, 
or indifferent, to keep their houses 
open. 

Ops of deluxe houses are equally 
indifferent to the consent decree 
screenings as far as final decision on 
picture buys is concerned. They 
say that buying is strictly a formula, 
especially with circuit-affiliated the- 
atres and that screenings simply give 
them a chance to see what they will 
get. 

One exhib stated that tradepaper 
reviews wield some influence on 
picture prices in the final trading, 
but are not always the determining 
factor as to value. They are ad- 
mittedly helpful to an exhibitor 
some distance from the trade show- 





Who’s Who at Trades 


Unusual aspect of first week’s 
tradeshowings in New York was 
lists sent out each day by dis- 
tribs of the exhibition people 
attending the screenings. Names 
were taken at the door of all 
persons attending and later sent 
out in publicity releases. 

RKO started the scheme with 
the initial tradeshow in response 
to demands of trade newsmen 
for a figure on number of those 
attending, and Metro followed it 
up at its screenings. Idea is ex- 
pected to peter out after first 
blocks of five have been shown. 


eater rmemmnanieey a 











ings in deciding whether a film will 
be profitable in his house and how 
he must sell it. 





Back to Projection Rooms 
Philadelphia, July 22. 
Interest in tradeshowings con- 
tinues lukewarm in the Philly area, 
with exhibs staying away in great 
numbers. Even ‘Citizen Kane’ last 
Thursday (17) at the Aldine failed 


an estimated 70 exhibs present. 


Other screenings did much. worse | RKO as a test. 














| | Buyers-Sellers 


Continued from page 5 








tradeshows are dropped, is that 
they will be moved to projection 
rooms wherever available. 
Decisions by Metro and RKO on 
the future of their screenings will 
probably be reached this week, with 
both companies gathering data and 
attempting to draw _ conclusions. 
RKO wound up screenings of its 
initial block-of-five last week, while 
Metro is showing its second this 
| week and its third next week. Its 
|first group consists of only three 
| films. 
| Screening of 
| Thursdey (17) 





‘Citizen Kane’ last 
Was regarded by 
If they didn’t come 


with as low as 35 theatre operators | Out for that they wouldn’t come out 


in attendance. 


In the future, it is believed that 
distribs will hold screening in ex- 
change projection rooms rather than 
go to the expense of rigging up and 
operating the shuttered Aldine. The 
theatre was hired because exchanges 
expected crowds too large for their 


own screening rooms. 


K.C. Distances and Costs 





for anything, it was figured. And 
they didn’t come out. Metro had a 
slightly more generous crowd than 
usual for ‘Jekyll’ in some spots this 
week, notably Los Angeles, but the 
national average was pretty much 
the same. 
General Apathy 

Reports from VARIETY correspond- 
ents for the second consecutive week 
sustain the view that exhibitors gen- 
erally have slight interest in ac- 





Major Stumbling Blocks. tually attending the showings and 


Kansas City, July 22. 

Consent decree screening was in- 
troduced in this area with great lax- 
ity, less than 10% of exhibs in the 
territory taking advantage of the 
filming schedules. Average attend- 
ance at the six screenings this first 
week was less than 50 per film, with 
more than 450 exhibs in the terri- 
tory eligible to the previews. 





Charlotte Votes "Em OK 
Charlotte, N. C., July 22. 

Charlotte distributors who showed 
their wares during the first week of 
tradeshowings were pleased with re- 
sults. Although the turnout of ex- 
hibitors was meagre, the distribs 
drew optimism from several: angles 
of the results. 

Farthest distance covered was 300 
miles by Roanoke Rapids, N. C., ex- 
hibitors who stayed four days seeing 
all showings but last one, and who 
expressed himself as pleased with 
tradeshow idea. 





Tradeshows—a Holiday? 
San Antonio, July 22. 

First local tradeshowing here 
Wednesday (16) saw only eight out- 
of-town exhibitors in 
Local showmen believe that the next 
few weeks will tell the true siory. 
It is observed here that out-of-town 
exhbiitors will] only come in for 
some outstanding showing, and then 
it will be as a sort of a vacation from 
the home town routine. 

In some cases it was pointed out 
by local theatre men that the ex- 
penses incurred on the trip, either 
here or to other showings in Dallas, 
will be more than what the profit of 
the picture will be after it is shown 
by the exhibitor. 

Northwest Kinks 
Seattle, July 22. 

Exhibs in this part of the N. W. 
have had a fair sampling of the 
tradeshows. And they like them, in 
general. 
to curl out. 

Biggest local chain, Hamrick- 
Evergreen, is passing them by, and 
will follow the tradeshows with 
showings for its own executives. On 
the whole it is still experimental and 
results thus far are mixed. 


WB Tradeshowing ‘York’ 
In All Keys on Aug. 4 


Warner Bros. yesterday (Tuesday) 
decided to tradeshow ‘Sergeant York’ 
at all exchange centers, excepting 
Portland, Ore., on Aug. 4, as one of 
the 1941-42 pictures. Will be shown 
in Portland Aug. 6. 

As one of the pictures Warners 
will distribute under the consent de- 
cree, ‘York’ will be scold separately, 
and not in any group of three or 
five. Production probably will not 
be released for general showing un- 
til next year, indications being that 











all playdates will be at advanced 
| prices, not lower than $1.10 at night, 
until well into 1942 


attendance. | 


But there are some kinks | 


viewing the films, which are set for 
forvie after Sept. 1. Some observ- 
|ers interpret the small attendance 
|at tradeshowings to be indicative of 
| the apathy of exhibitors to the new- 
|ly imposed terms of selling under 
|the consent decree. Others declare 
| that, having won in the courts, the 
| long-drawn-out fight against block- 
booking and blind selling, exhibitors 
are content with the situation. Their 
apathy, according to this theory, is 
ordinary buyers’ reticence to start 
l!any trading. 

Par and WB to Go 

More than likely, a full vision of 
|the tradeshowings will not be 
grasped before late August. Para- 
mount and Warners have yet to 
|show any of their new productions. 
| Sales managers, always alert to any 
|change in exhibitor attitude and in 
'the effectiveness of their own sales 
| forces, are not inclined to let trade 
| Showings’ apathy dull the boxoffice 
keenness of their product. Under 
the decree any of the five majors 
may place its films for showing in 
| its own affiliated theatres prior to 
|offering them for sale generally. 
| Thus, the distribution departments 
| are provided with the means of cre- 
ating commercial values for their 
films, based on actual performance 
before the public. 


‘Run Structure’ 

Because the ‘run structure’ of the 
exhibition field is well 
through bartering practices over fhe 
past score of years, independent op- 
erators generally are reconciled to 
their spot in the sequence of feature 
showings. Experience of former 
years has been that any company’s 
program of pictures is not avail- 
able until first runs are set and 
clearance periods established. 

Longer Dickering 

It may require a longer period of 
negotiations for the majors to set 
first runs in their own and com- 
peting affiliated circuits this au- 
|tumn. Under the decree, such nego- 
tiations must be conducted in the 
various geographical trade centers 
instead of New York, as heretofore. 
Prices for film rentals and terms 
agreed upon in one section shall not 
bear upon terms in other sectors. 

Reports to home office sales’ su- 
pervisors from branch offices bear 
out fears expressed a year ago by 
some sales managers that film sales- 
men, under the new conditions, will 
take the fuli impact of the then 
proposed trade showings. Selling 
pictures unseen on the reputa- 
tion of players and_ directors 
already is being regarded as the 
‘good old days.’ It is tougher to ne- 
gotiate with an exhibitor after the 
| latter has seen the film or films un- 
| der discussion. It is practically im- 
| possible to make the best deal, field 
| reports say, until the pictures have 
| proved themselves at the boxoffice. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 22. 











‘High Towers’ became ‘Bridges 
Built at Night’ at Warners. 
Monogram switched from 
Boom, Bah’ to ‘Give My Kid a 
Choncre 





established | 














Industry Prepared to Crack Down On 
Blackmail Tipster (Review) Sheets; 
Sound War at 20th-Fox Convention 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Potential danger from dozens of 
blackmailing tipsters sheets that will 
spring up under the consent decree 
to condemn pictures by professing to 
give exhibitors advance notice of 
poor product has stung studios, dis- 
tribution offices and the Hays or- 
ganization into action. Lists of film 
row hangers-on, renegades from the 
exhibition, production and distribu- 
tiog ranks, daily, trade paper and 
and others con- 
nected with the industry, are being 
scanned and doubtful cases will be 
carefully examined to establish 
whether they are bona fide or likely 
to use pictures for racketeering pur- 
poses. 

Fearing that parasitical dope sheet 
peddlers would soon plague the film 
industry by wiring exhibitors or 
sending printed notices that would 
hold back product deals, Herman 
Wobber, in the closing sessions of the 
20th-Fox sales convention, said that 
the need for expert advance exploi- 
tation will be greater than ever be- 
fore under the consent decree. 
In order to ofiset damage from 
racketeering tip sheets, Wobber said 
that the first-runs must be protected 
in order to give pictures a strong 
sendoff. The 20th distribution head 
said that adequate exploitation has 
now become as important to pic- 
ture as securing proper terms, a 
good theatre or favorable playing 
time. 

Charles E. McCarthy, publicity and 
advertising chief, re-echoed Wob- 
ber’s opinion and told the delegates 


fan mag writers, 


that nine field men, each with 
jurisdiction over three exchanges, 
have been engaged to protect A 


product in all key points and terri- 
tories. McCarthy announced that 


| $2,000,000 will be spent in exploita- 


tion this year, about 65% of that 
sum being set aside for newspaper 
and advertising campaigns. 

Other important trade practices 
to be followed during the coming 
year, as outlined by Joseph M. 
Schenck, Wobber and Darryl F. 
Zanuck at the convention which 
wound up last Saturday (19), fore- 
shadowed a return to showmanship 
in theatre and studio operation, 
Zanuck impressed the _ delegates 
forcibly with the announcement 
that he intends to build up relatively 
unknown studio contract players by 
gambling with them in big money 
pictures. 


EXCHANGES SAY 
EXHIBS ARE 
TOO LAZY 





Minueapolis, July 22. 

L. E. Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager here, has a different slant 
on independent exhibitors’ failure to 
attend decree tradeshowings. He in- 
sists they’re remaining away ‘in self- 
defense’ so that they can maintain 
their ‘sales resistance.’ 


Other district and branch man- 
agers have still different explana- 
tions for the slim exhibitor attend- 
ance. ; 

One branch mnaager believes there 
are too many screenings at one time 
or bunched together. However, he 
doesn’t see any way to get away 
from the conflicting dztes, pointing 
out that the decree requires the 
screenings and that he, for example, 
isn’t going ‘to back away’ for his 
competitors. 

Another branch manager calls at- 
tention to the fact that independent 
exhibitors have been ‘bellyaching’ 
for years about blind and block 
booking. Their reaction to its elim- 
ination shows they were insincere, 
in his opinion. 

Still another manager accuses the 


‘@'verage independent exhibitor of be- 
| ing 
‘zig | SCreenings—and deciares that’s one 


lazy—too lazy even to attend 
of the main tkrings wrong with the 
hovoffice tedcw 
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AT THE PREVIEW OF ‘RINGSIDE MAISIE’ 


(California Theatre, Huntington Park, t-1 9) : 








es ance ncaa! 













ee A EGRET ATE EE 


i 
' 
: 
| 
i 











| “From the “Bock! : 

| opening She’s got 

| gong they them on 
Hi cheered the ropes!” | 
| her.” 
| 

! “She’s wading x 

| in for a y oie xe 

knockout!” “\ A\\ \\) ¢ S we 








“The 
winnah!" 


s 
a 
3 
* 
= 





: | M-G-M’ s Great f a 


Summer Shows i 


pack one wallop . R | co G S | D 
after another. , ; 
are sizzling with 

een Play by Mary C. McCall, Jr. - A 


Here’s a new 
starring 
reports of still 
ro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture + Directed by 


honey to sweeten 
another M-G-M | 
: in L.Marin + Produced by J. Walter Ruben 













Pe See re eee eae any ep Ne 


















i the gate receipts! 
And as we go to 
hit just previewed. by LLU Lee SC SO dad 
Watch for a ROBERT STERLING 
“WHISTLING 


press, the wires 
IN THE DARK”! » irginia O’Brien + Natalie Thompson « Original 


























” 








Wednesday, July 23, 1941 


VARIETY 





PICTURES 27 





—_ 


| _ Radio’ 


ents; (2) stay with the army they’re 
assigned to; (3) operate under super- 
vision of Army Intelligence as in 
actual war. Radio personnel, as well 
as newspaper reporters, photograph- 
ers, newsreelers, etc., who fall in 
the path of ‘panzer units’ will be 
promptly captured and treated as 
prisoners. 

While special consideration is be- 
ing shown radio, the scope of the 
operations and the insistence on 
realism will mean unavoidable head- 
aches. Announcers will not be turned 
loose and there will be an equivalent 
of real wartime censorship. Lack of 
wire lines looms as one of the op- 
erating worries, though telephone 
companies in the Louisiana area 
have promised to do everything pos- 
sible to supply facilities. 

Tested on Smaller Scale 


Arangements for radio coverage 
of the biggest training exercises in 
U. S. history still are in the prelim- 
inary stage, but special provisions 
are being worked up to minimize the 
physical difficulties as much as can 
be done. Surveys are under way to 
see just what will be required in the 
way of special lines, how many mo- 
bile units may be needed, what spe- 
cial programs can be devised, etc. 
The War Department, through the 
radio section of the Bureau of Pub- 
lic Relations, seems disposed to go 
whole hog in helping radio get fea- 
ture and color stuff, while the stra- 
tegists expect to use broadcasting 
stations for propaganda, morale, and 
information purposes as would be 
the case during a real conflict. Ideas 
were tested during the recent 
smaller scale maneuvers in Tennes- 
see, where various unexpected 
snarls occurred. 

For instance, special attention 
probably will be given radio in re- 
gard to blackouts. While transmit- 
ters in some areas may have to be 
silenced to increase the realism, fea- 
ture programs may be possible, on 
the other hand, buiit around the ac- 
tual secrecy. 

It’s uncertain yet how ambitious 
the radio coverage will be, but the 
major networks are expected to have 
crews working with both ‘armies.’ 
Individual stations in the exercise 
area probably will have to pool re- 
sources, since the Army can’t be 
bothered with large crowds of en- 
gineers and announcers liable to get 
in the military’s way. Special liaison 
officers will be on hand, however, to 
run interference for the radio boys. 

Censorship in Operation 

Spot broadcasts will be restricted, 
just as press dispatches are due for 
formal blue-penciling. Military in- 
telligence officers will decide what 
can and can’t be said, so that radio 
does not spill secrets. Partial off- 
set, though, probably will be round- 
robin programs, such as the webs 
have been staging from European 
capitals, so that dialtwisters can 
piece together information from dif- 
ferent areas and try to put the pic- 
ture together for themselves. 

While the Army will forbid the 
use of civilian automobiles in gen- 
eral, mobile radio units will be ac- 
credited to different military units 
and given the utmost freedom of 
movement under close Army super- 
vision. Only authorized vehicles will 
be permitted to accompany troops, 
motor convoys, etc. In this connec- 
tion, it is hoped that stations will 
pool their resources to reduce the 
number of outfits that have to be 
accommodated. 

Radio will be expected to help the 
Army. In such circumstances as 
warning civilians to keep off high- 
ways, announcing emergency black- 
outs, and otherwise maintaining pub- 
lic morale. 

Explaining the restrictions, the 
War Department Sunday (20) said 
‘premature dissemination of such in- 
formation (about action as well as 
tactical plans) will vitiate the value 
of the maneuyers not only from the 
standpoint of training but also from 
the standpoint of the expense in- 
volved. The maneuvers will be a 
real laboratory test of command and 
leadership. Any commander who 
can read in advance the detailed 
Plans of his opponent in a news- 
Paper or hear them on the radio—it 
has happened in past maneuvers—is 
not relying on his own resources. 
The venturesome correspondent, 
therefore, will be taking chances 
when he pushes too far forward in 
the combat zone. If he happens to 
be captured by the ‘enemy’ he may 
lose pace in the coverage of his own 
army but he may have the consola- 
tion of writing his experience in the 
Prisoners’ ‘stockade.’ Press repre- 
sentatives (this also means radio) 
who are captured will not be per- 
mitted to transmit stories or photo- 











s War Rehearsal 
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graphs until they are returned to 
their own army. They will not be 
interrogated nor will their photo- 
graphic and other equipment be dis- 
turbed. And they will not be ex- 
pected to divulge information about 
their own army.’ 

Applications for credentials must 
be filed with the War Department 
Public Relations Bureau by Aug. 4. 


Near Record ($75,000) 
Pre-Publication Price 
Set On ‘Sun Is Undoing’ 


Almost a record pre-publication 
price has been set on “The Sun Is 
My Undoing,’ 1,200-page historical 
novel slated to hit the bookstalls 
next month. Figure being asked is 
$75,000, with Metro showing princi- 
pal interest at the moment. 

Inducement in the price is that the 
author, Marguerite Steen, is Eng- 
lish and the payoff can be in pounds 
which all of the film companies have 
frozen in Britain. Literati dope- 
sters have volume picked as a sure 
best-seller. Viking Press is gambling 
that it will be to the extent that it 
is the only fiction work on its fall 
list. It’s about 18th century slave 
trade. 











Story Buys 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Sam Wood purchased ‘Bill Haw- 
kins, Sailor,’ by Carl Kemm. 

Stanley Roberts and Lynne Frank 
sold ‘Penthouse Serenade’ to Uni- 
versal. 

United Producers Corp. took an 
option on ‘V for Victory’ by Jacques 
Thiery. 


LOEW’S WANTS ASTOR, 








‘Sergeant York,’ currently in its 
fourth week of roadshowing at the 
Astor, N. Y., moves to Warner Bros.’ 
own theatre, the Hollywood, on 
Broadway, Aug. 12. WB deal for the 
Astor is limited to six weeks, and 
Loew’s refuses to extend it as Metro 
has slated ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ 
in the house for Aug, 12. 

Astor is now getting $2.20 for 
‘York’ on a two-a-day basis, while 
policy is yet to be determined after 
the switch to the 1,300-seat Holly- 


wood. Biz has been extremely 
strong at the Astor. 
When ‘Sgt. York’ goes into the 


Broadway Strand for its regular run, 
following roadshowing at the Holly- 
wood, it will probablg# be pre-booked 
for four weeks. Phil Spitalny’s or- 
chestra is slated with it. 


Reel Fellows, New Fil. 








Detroit, July 22. 


Being groomed for a national set- 
up, the Reel Fellows Club has been 
organized by Michigan’s film sales- 
men with Jack Stewart, of Universal, 
heading the first officers. Present 
plans call for a national organiza- 
tion, with branch clubs in all ex- 
| change cities. 


Reel Fellows are setting up a fund 
from which members can borrow 
without interest when sick or un- 
employed with the obligation to re- 
pay dependent on their future wel- 
fare. Because of their numerous 
contacts, the organization also plans 
to find employment for jobless in 
the industry. 

Besides Stewart the other officers 
are Jack Ryder, Paramount. v.p.; 
Harold Sandelman, Metro, secretary, 
and Irwin Pollard, Republic, treas- 
urer. 





Welles’ 3 for RKO 


Hellywood, July 22. 
Orson Welles has three pix on his 
schedule for RKO, he disclosed yes- 
terday (Tuesday). First will be 
Booth Tarkington’s ‘Magnificent Am- 





bersohs,’ which won 1919 Pulitzer 
prize. Shooting is slated for mid- 
September. 


Second is ‘Journey Into Fear,’ from 
novel by Eric Ambler, with screen 
| adaptation by Ben Hecht. Third is 
‘It's All True,’ his own original. 





50 ‘YORK’ T0 WB H’WOOD 


Salesmen’s Club, Set Up | 


| Aimed along fraternal lines, the | 





20th-Fox Sues 21st 
Century Film Co. On 
Infringement of Title 





Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp. 
is suing Twenty First Century Film 
Corp., Arpad Szemere, Juliette Brill 
and Emery I. Stern, officers of 
Twenty First, charging the defend- 
ants with attempting to capitalize on 
the established name and good will 
of 20th-Fox, and to deceive the 
public and trade into believing the 
companies are affiliated. Defendant 
corporation was organized Oct. 23, 
1940. 


Twentieth-Fox seeks an injunction, 
accounting of profits derived from 
the use of the name, and damages. 


DANZ ADDS 2, MAKING 
IT 23 IN HIS STRING 


Seattle, July 22. 

John Danz, president of Sterling 
Chain, announces first expansion, 
outside of Seattle, by acquisition of 
two theatres in Anacortes, fishing 
and lumber. town in northwest 
corner of the state. Inland and Em- 
pire are the houses involved, bought 
from Bud Benson who operated 
them the past eight years. 

This makes 23 houses in the Danz 
string, all in Seattle, except these 
two, and two in The Dallas, Ore. 

Anacortes is a burg of some 6,000 
pop., slightly under Dallas in size. 
Fred Lee, L.A., will be Anacortes’ 
manager, 
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exists ‘a dearth of informative news 
from the war areas,’ with the com- 
muniques of the belligerents being 
sparse and, frequently, downright 
untruthful. 

Dotty Close Mouthed 

Miss Thompson wasn’t quite sure 
about it all. She was off to England 
to ‘visit my friends’ but beyond that 
reporters had little yen to penetrate, 
for Miss Thompson was rather close- 
mouthed. 

Another Clipper-tripper on the 
American was Evarts S. Scudder, 
the writer, off to collect himself a 
hatful of things worth penning in 
the land of four o'clock tea and 
midnight t.n.t. Among the Bermuda 
vacationers off on the same flying 
boat were James Sherman, III, the 
actor and John Bigelow Clark, who 
averages better than coffee-and-cake 
currency on a typewriter. 

Hit of the week for the gals on the 
promenade deck came Sunday (20) 
afternoon when Tyrone Power and 
|Annabella blew into town aboard 
| American Airlines’ Mercury from 
‘Los Angeles. The girls didn’t get 
out of the ‘oh’ and ‘ah’ stage, how- 
ever, 
missioner Valentine’s 
port squad, who well remembered 
tales of Power’s ardent—and rough 
admirers. The couple were off the 
|port in a few minutes headed for 
Westport, Conn., where, for two 
weeks, they’ll play in ‘Liliom,’ be- 
ginning Aug. 11, to mark the first 
time they’ve appeared on legit 
boards together. 

The inbound Dixie Clipper wit- 
nessed the arrival at the Interna- 
'tional Marine Terminal (16) of Ste- 
|}phen Laird, and his wife, Lael, who 
| had been doing a Pulitzer in Ger- 
jmany for Life. Laird indicated the 
R.A.F. wasn’t hitting as well as Joe 








DiMaggio and observed that the Ger-.| 
iman people have little ‘heart’ for the} 


|war, taking their victories with. a 
‘so what’ attitude. 
Pascal Off 
The mid-week outbound Yankee 
Clipper saw Sheilah Graham, Holly- 
wood columnist for the North Amer- 


the war from the woman's point of 
view.’ Gabriel Pascal, the film pro- 
ducer, off aboard the same flying 
collection of 42-tons, was so busy 


secretary that he didn’t notice that 
Max Milder, of the Warner produc- 
tion clan, had, at the last moment, 
cancelled passage back to England. 

Pascal planned, he said, to chat 
with the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion concerning his next pic, Paul 
Gallico’s ‘The Snow Goose,’ and will 
be back in four weeks to begin work 
—probably in Canada—on the film 
history. 

American Airlines this week 
ordered its flying freighters to steer 
clear of the Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., 
area when concerts are being offered 
as ‘the drone 





itracts the audience.’ 


to. the relief of Police Com-! 
guard-of-the- | 


ican Newspaper Alliance off to ‘get} 


dictating last-minute notes to his} 


of the motors some: | 
times interrupts the artists and dis- | 





Reverse Prosperity 





It’s the back-to-work move- 
ment brought on by the impetus 
of defense industries that has 
caused the slump in theatre at- 
tendance. That’s the opinion of 
a number of RKO execs and they 
cite figures from their own cir- 
cuit to prove it. 

Biz is off 25% at the mati- 
nees, they say, while only 1% or 
2% in the evenings. That's taken 
as indication that the idlers who 
used to be steady patrons are 
now no longer idle. 





US. Tax Collector 
Loses $78,000 Claim; 
Schines Ruled Legal 


The circuit court of appeals in 
N. Ys Monday (21), aifirmed a rul- 
ing of the federal court, and dis- 
missed a suit by the Collector of In- 
ternal Revenue against Schine Chain 
Theatres, Inc., in which the Govern- 
ment had claimed Schine had failed 
to pay proper income tax returns. 
Amounts sought were $68,955 on in- 
come, and $9,202 in excess profits. 

Action involved the inclusion in 
income by Schine of $629,805 re- 
ceived as unamortized advance rents 
on 12 theatres operated by Fox 
Metropolitan Playhouses under a 
1929 lease. Schine claimed, and was 
upheld by both courts, that this was 
proper income in 1929 and not 1933, 
as the U. S. claimed, and since the 
statute of limitations barred the 
earlier date, the Government had no 
standing in court. Both courts 
agreed that no attempt at evasion 
had been made, and the the Govern- 


ment was too late in bringing its 
| action. 


Krellberg Has U’s Anzac 
Production for the U.S. 


‘Forty Thousand Horsemen,’ Aus- 
| tralian-made feature which Uni- 
| versal acquired for world distribu- 
tion, is not going to be handled by 
U in this country. Deal has been 
| made whereby U.S. distribution goes 
‘to. Sam Krellberg, indie distrib. Uni- 
| versal, however, will distribute in 
| the Latin-Americans. Film preems 
| in N.Y. at the Globe probably Aug. 2. 
| Feature, made by Charles Chauvel, 
| glorifying the Australian cavalry of 
| World War I, was partly financed by 
Universal and the New South Wales 
government. Understood that’ U 
earried a heavier portion of pro- 
duction load than originally planned 
when the Anzacs halied outlays for 
local film producing because of the 
European war. 


























Close Calls at Mitchell 
Field Shooting ‘Yank’ Pic 


| Hard luck, which has dogged cam- 
era crews shooting 20th-Fox’s ‘Yank 
lat Oxford,’ continued at Mitchell 
| Field, L. L, Monday (ll). Lenser 
barely escaped injury, $12,000 camera 
| was completely wrecked and a plane 
was damaged when cameraman crept 
too close in taking shots of a squad- 
ron of P-40’s leaving the ground. 

Two photogs were recently killed 
over enemy territory while up with 
a British pursuit squadron getting 
footage for ‘Yank.’ 





Republic’s Coast Deal 


San Francisco, July 22. 





| dent, on a trip here last week closed 
|a deal with Mike Naify and R. A. 
McNeil for Rep product in the 75 
houses in California controlled by 
| them. It covers houses in the Golden 
State circuit, United California The- 
| atre circuit and the T’& D circuit. 
Sid Weisbaum, Rep’s S. F. branch 
manager, handled the deal 
| Grainger. 












ment; 


James R. Grainger, Republjc presi- } 





with 


Only 220 of H'wood's 20,000 Picture 
Workers Called for Military Training 





Hollywood, July 22. 


The draft has given the picture in- 
dustry only a once-over lightly so 
far. A check of personnel in major 
studios reveals that of more than 
20,000 employess only about 220 
have so far been called to the colors 


with one of these, Major W. S. Van 
Dyke 2d, director, returning to 
Metro when the army tossed him 
back for health reasons. Aside from 
Major Van Dyke the only outstand- 
ing actor personality currently on 
active service is James Stewart, al- 
though Wayne Morris has been 
called for the U.S. Naval Reserve, 
and Orson Welles is pencilled in. 
Likewise, Laurence Olivier, of the 
British contingent in Hollywood, is 
in service overseas, stationed at an 
airdrome. Richard Greene, David 
Niven, John Farrow and others are 
also in some branches of the British 
service. Director Garson Kanin has 
also reported for army service. 


Of the 220 film employees in mili- 
tary service there are a few actors, 
animators, property men, technic- 
ians, assistant directors, scripters, 
publicity men, and one ‘inbetweener,’ 
Sidney Searls, of the Leon Schles- 
inger studios—an ‘inbetweener’ be- 
ing the guy who handles cartoons 
in the phase between rough sketch 
and the completed drawing. 


Though comparatively untouched 
by the vast military schedule as yet, 
the film colony is anticipatiing a 
much heavier drain on its manpower 
before long, as the training program 
gathers momentum, since numerous 
draft-age employees have already 
been called upon to report for phy- 
sical examination within the past 
few weeks. 


Scarcely any of the topnotch people 
in the more important acting, direct- 
ing or writing posts seem likely to 
be affected, however, due to age 
limitations. Of the 220 men in the 
army to date, the preponderant ma- 
jority is from the laboring ranks, 
with the technical deparments the 
next to be most heavily represented. 


RKO’s Lone Selectee 


RKO has only one employee, from 
the film cutting department, Sid 
Katz, in the ranks. The others in 
service, 17, are from construction, 
maintenance, messenger and electri- 
cal departments. Universal has Ja- 
son Bernie, editorial department, and 
Norman Rivkin, publicity, in service 
with the eight others from miscell- 
aneous departments. 

Metro has two from the editing de- 
partment, Marshall Neilan, Jr., and 
Russell M. Selwyn; two from pub- 
licity, Emil Pepin and Reeve Spurr- 
ier; one from scenario, David Shep- 


pard; four scripters, Charles Mau- 
ceri, Robert Hofmann, James Dale 
and Charles Crawford; one actor, 


James Stewart; five from production 
including William H. Ginn, Joseph 
Lichtman, Leslie Martinson, Jerome 
Bergman, Joseph E, Dushock. Others, 
numbering 48, are from police and 
fire department, transportation, con- 
struction, accounting, etc. 

The Warner studio list shows two 
actors, George Campeau and Keith 
Douglas, with Wayne Morris on call; 
one assistant director, Oren Haglund; 
one reader, Lester Cooper; one flack, 
Leonard Mark. Other 28 WB em- 
ployees in khaki are from technical 
and labor departments. 

Columbia has been least affected 
by the draft with only four em- 
ployees called, all in the labor de- 
partments, out of an average of 1,900 
on the payroll. Republic, with aver- 
age employment of about 500, has 10 
men in the service. Among them are 
three writers, Franklin Adreon, Sol 
Shor and Ben Roberts, and two as- 
sistant directors, Morris Abrams and 
Arnold Kunady. 

Freeman, Jr., In Par’s 22 

A total of 22 Paramount employees 
are now in military service including 
Ensign Y. Frank Freeman, Jr., who 
was assistant to producer Jack Moss; 
Crawford L, Sorenson, art depart- 
Algernon Mason, publicity; 
Francis Burgess, cameraman. The 
list from 20th-Fox equals that from 
Paramount numerically. All from 
20th-Fox are from the technical and 
labor departments. 

Under the United Artists banner, 
those in the service, U. S. or British, 
in addition to Laurence Olivier, are 
John Justin, actor, in the Royal Air 
Force; Basil Bleck, Korda vice-presi- 
dent, in naval aviation; Lee Sholern, 
second assistant director with Sol 
Lesser, and one or two from the 

(Continued on page 50) 
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“The SHEPHERD of the HILLS’....... John Wayne : Betty Field - Harry Carey 


wit) Beulah Bondi * James Barton + Samuel S. Hinds Marjorie Main + Marc Lawrence - Directed by HENRY HATHAWAY 


Screen Play by Grover Jones and Stuart Anthony * Based“on the Novel by Harold Bell Wright + A» Paramount Picture 
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bing here, there and everywhere, re- 
entering with another set of hiero- 
glyphics in one space, rubbing dex- 
trously in another, thumbing pages 
with lightning like diligence that 
would put a magician to shame, an- 
swering the telephone from some 
irate exhibitor in one hand, while 
the other is rubbing and pencilling | 
a playdate for another. All this | 
time, too, trying to juggle the num- 
ber of prints he has on hand for a 
feature to cover his bookings, and 
jumping up from his desk several 
hundred times a day to talk over 
knotty problems with the office or 
branch manager. 


How It Works 

When a picture is sold to an ex- 
hibitor by the salesman, the next 
important step is to get a playdate, 
for no credit for a sale is given 
until the picture has been definitely 
booked and paid for. Once the play- 
date is set, the booker’s job starts. 
He pencils in the date and the attrac- 
tion. but not before he has checked 
closely that it does not overlap an- 
other similar playdate—for he has 
only so many prints to go around, 
and they must be booked in such a 
manner as to be circuited from one 
theatre to another. 

Now comes the part of the job that 
sends most of the bookers haywire 
and starts the sprouting of prema- 
turely gray hairs. An exhibitor, who 
has a picture booked and playdated, 
after deep study decides on the spur 
of the moment to advance the play- 
ing time of his picture or set it back. 
He doesn’t bother the branch man- 
ager or the salesman—he makes a 
beeline for the booker and without 
any preliminaries asks brusquely for 
the desired change. The booker 
looks over his dates and finds that 
for the day the change is desired. 
all prints will be working. ‘No soap,’ 
says the booker firmly, placing his 
rubbered pencil firmly inside of his 
vest pocket. But this does not feaze 
the exhibitor—as a matter of fact 
it makes him very belligerent. 

Over to the office manager he 
stalks and asks him to instruct the 
booker to make the desired change. 
‘How about it, Bill,’ shouts the of- 
fice manager above the din of pound- 
ing typewriters. ‘No can do,’ shouts 
the ‘eraser man’ curtly, holding his 
pencil tight in his vest pocket. 

The next road leads into the 
branch manager’s office. A buzzer 
buzzes near the ear of the booker, 
who automatically picks up the half 
ton volume, hoists it on his shoulder 
and marches into the boss’ office. 
As he enters the exhibitor greets 
him with a malevolent leer. He’ll 
get what he wants. Three heads then 
bend over the book, pages are 
turned backwards and forwards—a 
pinching of chins, a scratching of the 
head—and a stalemate—it just can’t 
be done—just so many prints, just 
so many dates and not a print avail- | 
able for the date wanted by the now 














bellowing exhibitor. Wearily the 
booker lifts his tome arid irudges | 
back to his desk to start all over | 
again with another chap in the! 
lineup. 


A ‘Great Guy’ Sometimes 
Once in a while an exhibitor gets | 
a break; he can shout ‘bingo,’ he has | 
the right number, the rubber works 
effectively—a space is rubbed clean, 





Important ‘Eraser’ Men 
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| to his ear, and on the other end is 








(it still looks new—he has such little 
occasion to use it), he has just 
turned over the first page, when the 
telephone rings. The good wife an- 
swers, “Oh, Russ, you're wanted on 
the phone.’ Russ lifts himself wear- 
ily from his chair, puts the receiver 


Jack Jope, of the Jope’s theatre of | 
Punkytunk, who needs a picture im- 
mediately for the following day, as 
he’s pulling the one he’s playing. ‘If 
you don’t do this for me,’ he pleads, 
‘I'll have to shut up the theare and 
go into 77B.’ Trying to contain him- 
self in the hearing of his wife and 
kiddies, our ‘eraser man’ tells Jope 
he can't do anything this late at 
night, but he'll see what he can do 
the first thing in the morning, and 
hangs up. 

With the agonized cry of the man 
still dinging in his ears, Russ starts 
back wearily for his chair—hesitates 
sees visions of a closed theatre 
and a lost account. Without a word, 
he goes to the clothes closet, puts 
on his hat and coat, tells the kids to 
goto bed, gets into his car (some 
of them have cars), and drives down 
to the darkened exchange. e 
switches on the lights, hauls out the 
big book and pores through it, his 
rubbered pencil in his hand. He 
finds a place, does the necessary 
erasing, calls up Jope to give him 
the glad tidings, leaves a ‘must’ note 
for the shipper, switches off the lights, 
jumps into his car and wends his 
weary way home. He’s saved an- 
other exhibitor and kept an account. 

Branch managers will agree on 
one pertinent and important fact 
about bookers—they can either be 
the means of bringing in extra rev- 
enue to their exchanges in the 
amounts of from $20,000 to $30,000 a 
year, or also can be the means of 
that much loss. It is through the 
bookers’ knowledge of their respec- 
tive territories and the exhibitors 
they come in contact with that they 
can manipulate the routing of shows, 
get earlier playing time and keep 
the prints working day after day. 
They are also the means of making 
the exhibitor either their staunchest 
customer and rooter or a bitter ene- 
my. The booker must be diplomatic 
yet forceful; he must know the idio- 
syncrasies of each man he deals 
with, how to handle him and how to 
placate him when the occasion 
arises. 

Exhibitors are unanimous in say- 
ing that the bookers are the most 
valuable men they come in contact 
with in the exchanges. Once they 
have signed a picture contract, and 
playdates are needed, the booker 
reigns supreme. As Sid Bowdin of 
the Wilder Theatre Enterprises, of 
Norfolk, Va., summed it up: 

Also a Good Tipster 


‘After we have bought the picture 
from the salesmen, we must make 
room for its showing. Salesmen get 
the playdates and turn them into 
the bookers. Then we discover that 
in playing a certain picture we are 
following one that had a similar 
theme. It is in one of these predica- 
ments that the booker can extricate 
us out of the situation and we de- 
pend upon him to do so. The booker 
also knows what a picture is doing 
throughout his territory, and he can 


a new date inserted, and in the eyes| be of value to us by tipping us off 
of the exhibitor the ‘eraser man’ is| about the good business it is doing 
a great guy, a real friend in need.| and switch us 4o an earlier playdate. 
If there isn’t a chance for the change, ‘I believe that the distributing 
the booker is a so-and-so, and the| companies should have their bookers | 
procession starts all over again, to | attend the various exhibitors’ con- | 
the office manager, to the branch| ventions that are held regionally all | 
manager, the buzzer, the book, ad/ over the country from time to time, 





Rule Against Blumenthal 
In Schenck Subpoena Case 


A. C. Blumenthal lost plea to set 
aside an order directing the service 
of a subpoena on himself in connec- 
tion with his failure to appear as a 
witness in the Joseph M. Schenck- 


Joseph H. Moskowitz trial. The pro- 
moter had been subpoenaed in 
Mexico, but, claiming illness, had 


failed to show up. 

Federal Judge John Bright in N. Y. 
federal court rejected Blumenthal’s 
contentions of sickness, stating that 
‘I am not convinced that Mr. Blu- 
menthal at the time of the service 
was physically unable to obey the 
process of the court or that such 
obedience would have seriously en- 
dangered his life. The court also 
rejected Blumenthal’s statement that 
his fare had not been proffered, 
finding that vice-consul Ross had 
offered the necessary $300. 

As a result of the ruling the Gov- 
ernment may now proceed to attach 
Blumenthal’s property in the U. S. 
up to $100,000, the amount being 
discretionary with the court. 


Lambs Wash 


—tHime, continued from page 2 














of which he was a member, men- 
tioned that ‘On some June Sunday 
each year they held an_ outing 
known in Lamb parlance as ‘The 
Washing’; this function Was a gentle 
and joyous affair usually held near 
Dover, south of England, noted for 
its fine breed of sheep; and where 
at this season of the year the lambs 
were weaned and washed, thus mak- 
ing an ideal pastoral and Arcadian 
setting to the frivolities, immersions 
and gastronomic evolutions of the 
human lambs and lambkins.’ And so 
Montague’s suggestion found favor 
and the Lambs gave their first wash- 
ing on the Greene estate at Bayside, 
L. IL, in 1875. It has been a yearly 
feature with the Lambs ever since. 
Flagpole Exercises 

After arriving at the Percy Wil- 
liams Home, the members and their 
guests, headed by ex-New Jersey 
Gov. Harold Hoffman’s 115th In- 
fantry Band, marched to the flag- 
pole, where they were welcomed on 
behalf of the Home by Harry G. 
Sommers, pinch-hitting for A. O. 
Brown. Latter is recuperating from 
pneumonia. The Lambs’ Shepherd, 
Fred Waring, then made an address 
of welcome and in turn was wel- 
comed by Ray Peck, the Boy of The 
Lambs and now acting head of the 
Percy Williams Home. Latter ex- 
tended the hospitality of the Home 
to the Lambs for the day. Walter 
Armin recited an original essay, ‘I 
Am An American,” after which the 
Stars and Stripes and the Lambs’ 
colors were raised while everybody 
sang the National Anthem. 

From then on it was a case every 
man for himself. Tex O’Rourke, 
chairman of the sports committee, 


had a list of over 20 events ready, | 


everything from bean-guessing to 
a hole-in-one contest won by Ed 
Locke, the playwright. Locke, 74, 
is a guest at the Home. The sports 
program ended with a_ treasure 
hunt in which over 50 prizes were 
given. 

Then the big feed started, after 
which everybody adjourned to the 
lawn of the main building, where 
an entertainment was given, with 
the guests of the Home as the guests 
of the Lambs. Hoffman emceed and 
was voted the one who contributed 
most to the entertainment of the 
day. He was given an appropriate 
prize. There was a theatrical quiz 
in which the guests of the House 
participated. They included Wil- 





infinitum. | so that they can mingle with us, for 
The above just gives a faint out- | in many instances some bookers and | 
line of the trials and tribulations! exhibitors have never met—it is all | 
that beset the ‘eraser man.’ Of! done over the phone. Personal ac- | 
course, one could get a more com-| quaintanceship would be valuable to | 
prehensive idea of it all with a| both.’ _<° | 
sound film track, the choice and The booker’s job is with him 24 
highly colored language and the re-| hours of the day. He must have at} 
partee back and forth. But, suffice | his finger tips a complete picture of | 
to say, that after all these give and|the contract playoff, clearances, | 
takes, windows are hastily opened to} availabilities, casts, in addition pe 
get the sulphur out of the air, and| taking care of the playdating o 
the girls remove the cotton from) hundreds of short subjects. Errors 
their ears, | are costly when hundreds of dates 
But, like the good housewife, the | are to be filled and there are no 
booker’s day is never done—he | prints available. For a valuable first 
works from early morn to the set- | run that wants to switch in a hurry 
ing of the sun—and after. Many | calls are sent to the nearest com- 
— will see him poring over his | pany exchanges for loans of a og 
arge volumes trying to catch up| and then the booker must see to i 
with his work, straighten out the/ that it is returned in time so as to 
os so that the shipping room will not upset the other exchange sched- 
j correct instructions and shows | ule. 
80 out on schedule. Then he will go! All errors are kept to a minimum 
home, give the little wife a tired! by these Veneer tain, One Sees 
kiss, take off his coat, kick off his} to deftly, swiftly and surely rub out 
brogans, and settle down to read | and replace playdates that bring in 
Mewes (which he took out of the| the steady —. — Bowe ye 
ranch manager’s office on one of| which in turn are the life blood o 
his etn ny trips). Comfortably | Hollywood; for no rental money, no 
€sconced in his favorite easy chair | pictures, 
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Allied Fights Majors’ Attack 
On Minnesota Anti-Consent Law 





NLRB Setback Miffs 


Screen Readers Guild 





Sharp protest was launched by 
the Screen Readers Guild of New 
York this week against the National 
Labor Relations Board decision ex- 
cluding outside readers from col- 
lective bargaining. In a letter to the 
NLRB, SRG termed the findings ‘at 
complete variance with the facts.’ 

Despite the setback, Guild mem- 
bers voted unanimously at an emer- 
gency meeting to seek a contract 
with the companies covering both the 
inside (salaried) and outside (piece- 
work) readers. NLRB decision that 
the outside readers are ‘independent 
contractors’ and thus not eligible 
for membership in the same collec- 
| tive bargaining unit with the in- 
siders came as a particularly hard 
blow because there are only 20 in- 
siders to about 50 outsiders. 

SRG letter to the NLRB listed nu- 
merous points in the decision which 
are not in line with the facts, it is 
alleged. 


Extras’ Com Stumps 
But Daily Average 
On Rise to $11.52 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Earnings of film extras continued 
to nosedive in June, although the 
players were handed a premium in 
the form of $32,004 for overtime 
work. There were only 16,346 job 
placements during the month, for 
which the extras were paid $156.407, 
plus the overtime. This was $8.500 
less than the amount earned in May. 

The average daily wage scale was 








| $11.52, an increase over previous 
months. This was caused by the 


large number of $11 calls, the classi- 
fications the Producers and Screen 
Actors Guild are proposing to elimi- 
nate, together with the $8.25 bracket, 
to be replaced by a $10.50 classifica- 
tion. The SAG claims the switch 
would materially increase the an- 
nual earnings of a big majority of 
the regular extras. 


The calls for June were distributed 
as follows: 











Rate Number. Amount. 
$5.50 1,052 $5,786 
6.50 1,158 7,527 
8.25 5,946 49,054.50 
| 11.00 7,471 82,181.00 
| 16.50 718 11,847 
Total 16,346 $156,407.50 


| 


STRIKE STALLS FILMS 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 
deliveries here were prac- 
tically shut off Friday (18) when 
80 truck drivers employed by Ex- 
hibitors Service Co. went on strike 
|demanding 10c-an-hour wage _ in- 
| crease and other concessions. 
| George F. Callahan, company presi- 
|dent, said strikers gave only 48 
| hours’ notice of their intentions and 
| he emphasized that ‘it was our first 





Film 


. 2 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

Northwest Allied, sponsors of the 
Minnesota anti-consent decree law, 
will employ legal talent to aid the 
St. Paul and Minneapolis county at- 
torneys and the St. Paul county 
sheriff in defending the measure’s 
constitutionality which i8 being at- 
tacked by five major decree com- 
panies in the Ramsay county district 
court. 

The long-delayed attack was 
launched in separate court actions, 
first by Faramount, Warner Bros, 
and RKO, and then by Metro and 
20th-Fox. Claiming the law is un- 
constitutional, they ask for a court 
declaration to that effect and also a 
temporary restraining order and 
permanent injunction against its en- 
forcement. It is expected that the 
Paramount, Warners and RKO ac- 
tions will be joined in a single hear- 
ing, with a similar procedure fol- 
lowed in the cases of M-G and Fox. 

Minneapolis filed its suit Monday 
(21), contesting the Minnesota anti- 
consent decree law’s constitutional- 
ity, and seeking temporary and per- 
manent injunctions to restrain en- 
forcement. 20th-Fox’s similar ac- 
tion will be ready for filing in a few 
days. Metro action is an exact re- 
plica of those of Par, RKO and WB 
previously filed. Suits are expected 
to be tried jointly. 

Since the law was passed 11 weeks 
ago, none of the major decree com- 
panies has done any 1941-42 selling 
in Minnesota. Whether they will 
sell under the state law, if it is pos- 
sible to du so, in case that their ap- 
plication for a temporary restraining 
order is refused, has not been indi- 
cated. RKO had intended to sell 
groups-of-five under the decree in 
violation of the state law in order 
to invite prosecution that also would 
pave the way for a fight against its 
validity. However, with the filing 
of the present action it has altered 
these plans and will continue to 
mark time for the present. 


Law’s Stipulation 


The Minnesota state law contra- 
venes the consent decree’s groups- 
of-five sales’ plan by requiring dis- 
tributors to sell their entire season’s 
product, the same as before the de- 
cree, subject to a minimum 20% can- 
cellation privilege. It also prchibits 
forced selling of any pictures. 

Hearing on the motion for a tem- 
porary restraining order has been 
set for July 29 before Judge Carl 
McNally in St. Paul county district 
court. David Shearer of Minneap- 
olis and Joseph F. Finley of St. 
Paul and their law firms, Shearer, 
Byard & Trogner and Bundle, Kelly 
& Finley will represent RKO, Para- 
mount and Warners. 

In their complaints, the plaintiffs 
allege that the law violates both fed- 
eral and state constitutions. It is 
claimed to be an undue interference 
with interstate commerce and a de- 
nial of due process of law. Another 
contention is that the classifications 
| under the law are arbitrary and un- 
reasonable. So indefirlite and vague 
is the law that anyone cannot be ap- 
prised of the crime with which he 
might be charged in violating it, ac- 
cording to the complaint. 

Furthermore, according to the 
|complaint, the law’s objectives have 
|no valid relation to any state police 
| powers. The measure, too, is an un- 








| 





liam S. Harkins. a noted leading | 24 only labor trouble in 30 years.’ | authorized delegation of legislative 


man of the ’90s; Fred S. Lewis, 


popular Shakesperean actor; Kate 
Blancke, a star of the ’'90s;: Jo- 
sephine Savel and J. Royer West 
(West and Van Sicklen), two vet 
vaudeville headliners. 
Entertainment 

Smith and Dale, 4 Esquires, Major 
Ray Perkins and the Lambs Glee 


Club under the direction of Bob 
Shaw entertained. Kenneth Daig- 
neau was chairman of the arrange- 
ments and financial committee. The 
affair was a b.o. click. Jerry Shea 
and Joe Sullivan were chairmen 
of the prize committee and got the 
greatest collection of prizes (nearly 
$2,000 worth) ever given at a Wash. 
Arnold Johnson and Fritz Loewe 
were the musical directors, while 
E. C. Lilley chairmanned the enter- 
tainment committee. 
done by Wallace Munroe, 
Kiraly and Bruno Wick; tickets were 
in charge of Al Morgan. 

And so, about 10 p.m., The Lambs 
called it a day and the boys limped 
to the train, a happy, smiling, tired 
and sunburned bunch of troupers. 
Another great Wash was over. 


Promotion was 
Victor | 


Men have been receiving $1 an 
i hour for an eight-hour day. In ad- 
dition to pay hike, Callahan said, 
|union demands pay for all holidays, 
| whether they work or not, and 
double time for those who do work, 
‘also time-and-a-half over 48 hours 
a week and two-week vacations with 
pay. He estimated this would cost 
the company, if demands were 
granted, more than $75,000 a year 
since Exhibitors’ Service operates 
seven days a week. 


ASC Wants Own Charter 


Hollywood, July 22. 

The American Society of Cinema- 
| tographers is making a determined 
| move to get a separate IATSE char- 
ter in the film industry. At a re- 
cent meeting the membership voted 
to contest any action to force them 
into IATSE Local 659. 

Leaders say they have no quarrel 
with Local 659, but picture respon- 
sibility and salary range place them 
in a different bracket from other 











|power and an unauthorized inter- 
ference with rights guaranteed 
| under copyright laws, it’s alleged. 





U’S $8 TO BECOME ITS 
REGULAR DIVIDEND 


While no official announcement 
has been made, the $2 dividend re- 
cently declared by Universal's di- 
rectorate on the $8 preferred shares 
is to become the regular quarterly 
declaration, it was reported this 
week. U directors would not have 
started payments on the preference 
issue unless feeling certain they 
could maintain quarterly payments 
of $2 per share. 

Although the regular quarterly ap- 
parently is assured for some time 
to come, no action is to be taken on 
clearing up arrears on Universal’s 








'8% preferred until the tax situa- 


tion in the U. S. is clarified and the 
company knows more. definitely 
how much money to expect from 








659 members. 


business in Great Britain. 
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Film Reviews 








Kisses for Breakfast 





utes, a first-rate program comedy, | friend, , 
‘Kisses for Breakfast’ turns out as a | Subordinate 
curious admixture of slapstick and | pl 


farce comedy. Promising comedy 
angles of the amnesia plot are buried 
by silly hokum. Resulting overlong 
‘B’ film appears destined for minor 
business entirely. 


Metro's ‘I Love You Again’ (Loy- | 


Powell), made last spNng, used the 
amnesia plot with real effect. 
Though far from being a carbon of 
this earlier film, this one might well 
have profited from its smarter 
angles. Where Powell reverted back 
to habits of a con from that of a 
staid citizen, after being conked on 
the head. such potentialities are 
missing in this picture. 

Here, the just - married groom 
(Dennis Morgan) forgets his identity 
when struck during a fight—all ex- 
cepting the address of his bride’s 
cousin (Jane Wyatt), which he finds 
in his coat. He hoofs it to South 
Carolina, stops in for lemonade and 
stavs a year to bring the southern 
gal’s plantation out of debt, and 
finally to wed her, not knowing 
about his previous marriage. 

When these two go visiting the 
northern cousin, Morgan's first wife, 
things begin to happen because wife 
No. 1 has been told her hubby of a 
few hours is dead, and she is about 
to marry another man, and, of 
course, Morgan doesn’t recall his 
previous marriage or first bride. 

The situations are there. and the 
comedy clicks along until it sud- 
denly goes slapstick when Morgan 
and Miss Wvatt are dunked in an ink 
shower bath. Later, bride No. 1 
(Shirley Ross) gets the same treat- 
ment. Also there is a pillow fight 
as the two femmes try to grab the 
guy. All far-fetched and extremely 
deadening, where intended to be up- 
Troarious. 

Morgan again convinces as a 
comer despite the stupid things he 
has to undergo, and some overdone 
ballading at the start.. Miss Wyatt, 
as the southern cousin (wife No. 2), 
{fs thoroughly convincing in this 


{ characterization. 
| vincing. 


j 
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Continued from page 8 = 





Miss Ross is con- 


Lee Patrick. portraying her blase 
is outstanding despite the | 
role. Una O'Connor 
avs an exaggerated maid charac- 
ter. Jerome Cowan, Barnett Parker, 
Louise Beavers and Romaine Callen- 
der head the support. Lucia Carroll, 
in a minor bit, apparently was over- 
looked by the casting boys. 

Dialog mainly is smart until the 
film turns completely slapstick. Di- 
rection and editing are uneven, al- 
beit Harlan Thompson has provided 
production values worthy of a bet- 
ter picture. Wear. 


ARKANSAS JUDGE 


release of Armand Schaefer 
Stars Weaver Bros, and Elviry. 
Directed by Frank McDonald, Screenplay 
by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan; adapted 
by Ian Hunter, Ring Lardner, Jr., Gertrude 
Purcell from Irving Stone's novel; camera, 
Ernest Nims; musical 


Re publie 
production, 





Ernest Miller: editor, 
director, Cy Feuer. At New York, N. Y., 
week July 16, ‘41, dualed. Running time, | 
71 MINS. 
Abne! Leon Weaver 
ROTO nc cces ce ibe csetasdeuae Frank Weaver 
Elviry... Cis tbebenedeuwewenn June Weaver 
Wom Martel. .6ssccesceseoessess Roy Rogers 
Mary Shoemaker.......++-- Spring Byington 
ee eee ee ee eee Pauline Moore 
August Huston.......... rank M. Thomas 
HMettio Musto, .«soccccccees Veda Ann Borg | 
Widow Smithers.........+e.e- Fily Malyon 
J err rere rr rey er Loretta Weaver 
Miranda Wolfson........+.. Minerva Urecal 
BEVR, Nei. oc ccevccccevesees Beatrice Maude 
BOP. MOU. cccsnttavewocgnsonc Harrison Greene 
Mr. Melvany......<- ioe tae Barry Macollum 
Mr. BOGwEry 2. cs ceccovesvese George Rosener 
BP. TOMRGOR s <5 os ccpesveeesecees Monte Blue 
Beery Maredet...<cccescocssse Frank Darien 
SN EE coy 6146 64.6.0 264408 Russell Hicks 
Sudes Carruthers. ....0620% Edwin Stanley 
The Weaver Family, who have 


been brought along nicely in pictures 
during the last year, takes a fling at 
more serious drama in ‘Arkansas 
Judge. Shift from absurd comedy 
is an improvement. Employing a 
typical ‘Way Down East’ melodra- 
matic theme, picture shapes up as 
program fare suited for twin bills, 
either secondary or as the No. 1 fea- 
ture, as spotted at this Broadway 
grind house. Presence of Roy Rog- 
ers, generally starred in westerns by 
this studio, is a helpful marquee 
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| been serene for years. 


| decoration in spots where he’s a | 


favorite. 
Outright meller yarn is not slowed 
down by rustic hoke generally asso- 


ciated with the Weaver Bros. and 
sister Elviry. Fable is that concern- 
ing Peaceful Valley, where the 
|scripters describe everything has 


Theft of $50 
from Widow Smithers’ cracker-bar- 


|rel stirs up dissension, results in a 
| slander suit (offering the chance for 


an absurd but funny courtroom 
scene), the anticipated mob sequence 
with the innocent scrubwoman near- 
ly run out of town, and the familiar 
capture of the real thief at the cru- 
cial moment. 

Judge Abner, the kindly influence 
in this rustic settlement, is faithfully 
portrayed by Leon Weaver, transi- 
tion from the comedy oldster to a 
sincere one being neatly done. The 
other Weavers go through their now 
familiar maneuvers, including the 
always present homey singing by 
Elviry, cast here as the loyal wife of 
the judge. Pauline Moore, as the 
chief heart interest, lends a refresh- 
ing note, and hints future possibili- 
ties. Veda Ann Borg, her rival, 
makes a comely villainess. Roy 
Rogers, as the young attorney who 
is befriended by the judge, has little 
to do, doing none of his western 
tricks. Spring Byington is the much- 
abused scrubwoman who is nearly 
run out of town. Frank M. Thomas, 
as the town banker, heads the sup- 
port. Both scripting and direction 
are evenly paced. Wear. 


ATLANTIC FERRY 


(BRITISH-MADE) - 
: London, June 13. 
production and release. 
Stars Valerie Hobson, Michael Redgrave, 
Griffith Jones. Directed by Walter Forde. 
Screenplay and dialog by Gordon Welles- 
ley, Edward Dryhurst from original story 
by Derek Maclver, Wynne Maclver:; adapt- 
ed by Emeric Pressburger; camera, Basil 


Warner’ Bros. 


Emmott. At Phoenix theatre, London. 
Running time, 108 MINS. 

Charles MacIver..........Michael Redgrave 
Mary Ann Morison......... Valerie Hobson 
SPBVIG MACEVOP. kc sceesveseces Griffith Jones 
eel CURRIE... ccsiseccs Hartley Power 
Susan Donaldson......... .Marguretta Scott 
MOMOMIA TOORNOE . occsceccdéces . Bessie Love 
George Burns....... ......-Milton Rosmer 
Re err or Frederick Leister 
Robert Napler...cicccoces Edmund Willard 
MS 50s cekedestnceeseces Henry Oscar 
NN ss.5 5 s4-waeebaawasdeuns Charles Victor 
SIR. Sada 06 hin Sama he tee < Frank Tickle 
Stubbs. . ipcpeSeee hee sbeeees David Keir 
Bank President... ..»-Felix Aylmer 


Latest entry in the lineup of big 
budgeteers from Warners’ British 
studios doesn’t reach the entertain- 
ment peak of some predecessors, but 
measures up -to something like 
achievement. Sketchiness in dra- 
matic outline holds it short of solid 
appeal. 

Acknowledged confines of British 
production have been minimized in 
effect by the lavish treatment Max 
Milder has accorded his picture, 
dressiness nearly lifting it to epic 
standards. But in view of the spec- 
tacular background of a yarn con- 
cerning the heartbreak and chiseling 
which preceded the coming of steam 
to the Atlantic, its unfortunate 
screenplay should not have centered 
heavily on a weak, patchy romantic 
structure wherein too many scribes 
seem to have had a hand. Walter 
Forde’s direction aces in the spec- 
tacular stuff of shipwreck, storm and 
free-for-all; is unable to shake off 
lethargy of the script once away 
from these. Straight dramatics are 
unfolded ponderously and under a 
heavy hand. 

_ Yarn treats of 1837 and the incep- 
tion of fast, clean travel to replace 
Sailing, with the “young’ Maciver 
Brothers eventually succeeding in 
launching the pioneer operator, Cun- 
ard. Michael Redgrave shares the 
pioneer brother role with Griffiths 
Jones. He suffers from restraint. 
Jones is polished as the swankier of 
the brothers. Method of his sacri- 
ficial demise is poorly handled in the 
writing. Valerie Hobson is excellent 
as the magnet of both men, and gives 
picture much of its lightness. om- 
edy is lamentably absent throughout. 

Good performances come from 
Hartley Power as Cunard, Milton 
Rosmer and Frederick Leister as 
hard-nut bankers, Ian Maclean as 
captain of the Britannia and Mar- 
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garetta Scott. Acting standard is 
| high among the numerous speaking 
|parts. In a bit as a Yankee, the 
American silent star, Bessie Love, 
| seemingly has never been away from 
| pictures. It’s her first film role in 
| years. 


EL CURA GAUCHO 


(‘The Gaucho-Priest’) 

(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, July 10. 
Pampa Films production and Ariston 
International release. Starring Enrique 
Muino; featuring Aida Alberti, Eloy Al- 
varez, Homero Carpena, Salvador Lotito, 
Mecha Lopez, Marino Sere, Jose Cagsa- 
mayor, Horacio Priani, Horacio Torres, 
Lilia del Prado, Gracillano Batista and 
Jose de Angelis. Story, Hugo Mac Dou- 
gall and Miguel Mileo. Directed by Lucas 
Demare. Reviewed at the Broadway the- 
atre, Buenos Aires. Running time, 82 MINS 


_ (n Spanish) 

Pampa’s most touted production of 
the season, ‘El Cura Gaucho’ (‘The 
Gaucho Priest’) lives up to its ad- 
vance billing and should be a top 
money-maker for Argentina although 
its handling has been kept so local 
that it’s not likely to do much out- 
side the country. It’s the first re- 
lease with a religious theme to be 
tried by the recently reorganized 
studio and has clicked with the 
clergy, which should make it espe- 














cially solid in the provinces, where 








native films are especially strong | zil, then gets involved with one Do. 


anyway. Dialog by Hugo MacDou- 
gall and Miguel Mileo is such that 
it's hard for any but Argentines to 
fully appreciate it. The localites 
seem to love it, but it means that 
Cuba and Mexico, customarily a No. 
2 market for the national product, 
will be n.s.h. 

Story is based on the true adven- 
tures of an oldtime priest, Father 
Brochero, who in the last century 
set up a church in a mountain vil- 
lage, fought against the apathy of his 
flock, and finally won their support 
by helping stamp out a plague and 
then aiding them defeat a rich land- 
owner seeking to drive them from 
their farms. Love story of a young 
boy he brought up and then lost to 
the wanderlust is a side note. 

Director Lucas Demare has han- 
dled the story with restraint, avoid- 
ing melodrama and making his char- 
acters very human. 

It's. Enrique Munio in the role of 
the priest who dominates the pic 
from start to finish. Horacio Praini 
as the lad brought up by the Cura 
Gaucho, and Aida Alberti as the girl, 
are excellent but chief supporting 
honors go to Eloy Alvarez, whose 
comedy, purely local and often 
earthy, draws plenty of laughs. 

Photography, work of Bob Roberts, 
only U. S. cameraman in an Argen- 
tine studio, is especially good. Many 
of the scenes were shot in the Sier- 
ras de Cordoba, where the priest ac- 
tually lived, and full advantage has 
been taken of the locale. Director 
also depends on the camera for the 
finale and uses it to show the effects 
of the water just released for the 
farmers by the priest. Handling of 
the details retains interest in what 
otherwise might have been an over- 
climax. Music is by director De- 
mare. Roy. 


EMBRUJO 
(‘Bewitched’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, July 10. 
Lumiton production and release. Features 
Jorge Rigaud, Alicia Barrie, Pepita Ser- 
randor, Ernesto Vilches, Santiago Gomez 
(ou, Carlos Tajes, Maria Ruanova, Amery 
Darbon, Pablo Donadio, Carlos Bouhier, 
Pabl» Lagarde and Bola de Nieve. Story 
by Enrique T. Susini and Pedro Miguel 
Obligado. Directed by Enrique T. Susini. 
Reviewed at the Monumental theatre, 
Buenos Aires. Running time, 100 MINS, 


(In Spanish) 

One of the most ambitious picts 
ever turned out by an Argentine 
studio, ‘Embrujo’ (‘Bewitched’) is 
something never before seen here— 
a half legendary, half-historical film 
dealing with another South Ameri- 
can country that manages to pack 
in plenty of excellent screen fare 
while not getting to the point of 
causing diplomatic strain. Plot, 
which deals with the life of Pedro I, 
first emperor of Brazil, had many 
worried when it was first announced, 
but director Enrique T. Susini—who, 
with Pedro Miguel Obligado, wrote 
the story—has managed to avoid 
most of the pitfalls. A week after 
opening there were no protests; so 
apparently there'll be none. Uncer- 
tain now if the pic will be shown 
in Brazil, however. 

Film has no stars and depends on 
Pedro’s color and background for its 
appeal, something that’s also unusual 
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mitila de Castro, for whom he tosses 
over his wife. Affair leads him to 
further mistakes in handling the 
thrpne and finally, when his wife 
leaves him, he sets off to the wars 
of the Rio de la Plata, then in force 
When he finally returns on the death 
of his wife, the mistress, whom he 
decides to marry, refuses—for the 
good of the country. 

Period has been recaptured with 
music, ritual dances and African- 
Brazil ceremonies which may not go 
down so well in Brazil, where they 
don't like to remember too much of 
the primitive. But it should make 
the pic an excellent draw in other 
parts of Latin America and also a 
possibility for the States. Action is 
relatively fast with numerous histori. 
cal and imaginary personages intro- 
duced to liven the story. Details and 
period scenes are generally well 
handled although cost has caitised 
Susini to use miniatures which could 
be spotted across the Andes. Empha- 
sis on femme costumes has been 
strong, with handling far above the 
local average 

Alicia Barrie shines in the most 
difficult role of her career. Jorge 
Rigaud, an Argentine raised in 
France, got raps from practically all 
critics over his accent, and general 
opinion is that he lacks expressive- 
ness in a role that’s perhaps too dif- 
ficult for him. Pepita Serrandor is 
tender in a featured role and Er- 
nesto Vilches and Santiago Gomez 
Cou get honors. Dances by Maria 
Ruanova are among best ever spot- 
ted in a local production and music 
supplied by George Andreani is in- 
teresting although at times excessive 
and inopportune. Ray. 


Joven, Viuda y Estanciera 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, July 8. 


EFA production and release. Stars Mecha 
Ortiz; features Santiago Arrieta, Santiage 
Gomez Cou, Segundo Pomar, Lucy Galian, 
Papita Munoz, Pepito Petray, Enrique 
Garcia Satur, Rodolfo Rocha, Irie Portillo, 
Billy Days, Mabel Urriola, J. . Dorado, 
Armando Bo, Antonio Maida end Las Pore 
tenitas, Story, Claudio Martinez Puyvva, 
Directed by Luis Bayon Herrera Ke- 


viewed at Monumental theatre, Huenos 
Aires. Running time, 99 MINS, 
‘Joven, Viuda y Estanciera, Luis 


Bayon Herrera’s latest for EFA, one 
of Argentina’s Big Five, is another 
top-rank Latin film with a well- 
handled story, colorful background 
and first-rate cast that suffers only 
because the stage plot from which 
it was taken sometimes gets over- 
talky. Pic is based on the play done 
by Eva Franco’s company two years 
ago, and in Mecha Ortiz’ screen ver- 
sion plenty of traces of the footlights 
can be spotted. Once it gets away 
from this, the result is excellent. 
Action in outdoor shots moves with 


all the gusto of the oldtime U. S. 
westerns. 
Story is about a young estancia 


(cattle ranch) owner who runs the 
risk of losing her fortune to an un- 
scrupulous administrator. Interven- 
tion of the foreman, who has loved 
her from childhood, manages to get 
rid of the villain, in this case a 
young university student, and at the 
same time finishing off the love story. 
Tone is that of a dramatic comedy 
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EYTON ESTATE YIELD 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
Estate of Charles F. Eyton, pio- 
neer film director, yields $10,000 a 
year to his divorced wife, Kathlyn 
Williams, star in many of_his silent 
films. 
Eyton died July 2, willing most of 
his wealth to his former wife and 
the rest to his sister and niece. 




















In Person 


| 
JOE VENUTI | 
and Band | 
| 
| 
| 


HOPE - LAMOUR 
LLM 
THE DRAFT 


DANNY KAYE 


JANE FROMAN | 








ee uAIR-CONDITIONED 
Y taste BROADWAY {35.5337 N 
Widdexira Show Sunday ot 5:40 P.M} show Sunday ot 5:40 P. M.| WS 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


GINGER ROGERS in 


‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











RADIO 
cIry 
































s 


Wednesday, July 23, 1941 


VARIETY 





PICTURES 31 








Continued from page 1 








the new names that by the time they, were, for the upcoming talent, the 
have their second or third role, in| hazards are still there, and to win 
numerous instances, they already are! public favor in the one or two roles 


favorably familiar to hordes of cus- 
stomers, and the gamble has been 
converted into a sure thing. 

Behind these ventures with film 
novices, on whom often is risked a 
proportionate part of pictures budg- 
eted up to $1,000,000 and more—ven- 
tures requiring plenty of executive 
fortitude as well as showmanship— 
is, for one thing, the effort and the 
necessity of enlisting new motion 
picture audiences; i, an appeal 
especially to younger audiences. 

The youngsters are the lads 
and gals who are participants and 
fans of competitive amusements, to 
whom pictures must be sold in com- 
petition with bowling, night base- 
ball, the beaches, all kinds of sports, 
dancing, etc. These potential but 
not at all confirmed film customers 
look at most established players over 
30 as old people, the film producers 
discovered—their problems, their 
fun, their antics on the screen, writ- 
ten for mature and _ sophisticated 
characters, being not toc closely re- 
lated to the first interests of the 
younger customers. 


Get ’Em Young and Groom ’Em 


In a recent canvass of college 
youngsters, it was found that many 
in two of California’s foremost uni- 
versities didn’t even know the iden- 
tity of two celebrated femme stars of 
a few years ago, and one who is at- 
tempting a comeback. Hence, to 
considerable extent, the concentra- 
tion of producers and talent execu- 
tives on grooming youngsters. Find 
promising ones and gamble with ’em, 
is the slogan. Time moves faster for 
the picture biz. 

So, while the established older 
lights of the film firmament are not 
going to blaze out if sudden. catas- 
trophe, they are going to get plenty 
and increasingly active competish 
from the novae. 

The gamble isn’t cheap, at best. 
Darryl F. Zanuck told the 20th-Fox 
sales conventioners here last week 
that, contrary to popular and perhaps 
most professional belief, it 


top stars or to go out and borrow 
them from other companies, than to 
use a newcomer for an important 
picture. 

The added time, the preparations, 
the attempts to throw reasonable in- 
surance about youngsters or com- 
parative newcomers for the risky 
venture, Zanuck told his associates, 
the dialog coaching, the wardrobe 
testings and all the technical experi- 
menting which in case of the 
veterans is all set, is very costly and 
taxes the ingenuity and the ability 
of every sttudio department. The 
problem of winning the gamble re- 
flects to the cameraman, the direc- 
tor, the associate producer, to every 
major and minor employe on the lot. 

Instances of talent gambling on 
the 20th-Fox lot in pictures just hit- 
ting cameras or soon to be released 
are Gene Tierney in the title role 
of ‘Belle Starr,’ Dana Andrews and 
Anne Baxter in ‘Swamp Water,’ 
Carole Landis with Victor Mature in 
‘Hot Spot,’ Cobina Wright, Jr.. in 
the femme lead in ‘Week-End in Ha- 
vana.’ George Montgomery, 
known until he appeared with Mary 
Beth Hughes in ‘Cowboy and the 
Blonde,’ now has the lead with Car- 
ole Landis in ‘Cadet Girl.’ Sheila 
Ryan, obscure, gets the romantic 
femme lead with Laurel and Hardy 
in ‘Great Guns.’ Bruce Edwards, 
an auto salesman, had never 
seen a. film camera when he was 
given the male lead opposite Brenda 
Joyce in ‘Marry the Boss’ Daugh- 
ter.” Roddy MacDowall, known in 


England, but virtually a stranger to | 


film-goers here, was entrusted with 


one of the top roles in 20th’s forth- | 


coming budget biggie, ‘How Green 
Was My Valley.’ 


Overnight Sensations 


Producers and talent executives 
do not pretend that many of the 
Persons they take chances with are 
not good actors. They may or may 
not be. Many of them are, coming 
from the stage and from the little 
theatres. It isn’t necessarily the 
Possession of talent that determines 
the gamble. It’s the almost incal- 
culable weight. which filmgoers place 
on the name—names which will 
draw them. But it has been proved 
Over and over again recently that 
venerable names can’t hold audi- 
ences if the material is poor, and, 
On the other hand, ycung unknowns 
can leap to prominence almost over 
night, in one or two striking per- 
formances, if the vehicle is right, 
the direction good, the entertain- 
ment values there. So, while hurdles 
are not as formidable as they once 


costs | 
much less to use a company’s own! 


un- | 


which will justify the producers’ 
gamble on instant success, is an 
enormous test of a novice player's 
capacities and showmanship. 

At Paramount, Stirling Hayden is 
the outstanding example of recent 
talent gamble with a complete un- 
known. This really was a chance- 
taker, when Y. Frank Freeman, op- 
erating head of the studio, as one of 
his first official acts, promoted the 
lanky young yachtsman from New 
England into one of the three top 
roles in ‘Virginia.’ Hayden made it 
in one. He'll be seen next in Ed- 
ward H. Griffiths’ ‘Bahama Passage,’ 
co-starred with Madeleine Carroll, 
and is favored at Paramount for the 
role of Robert Jordan in ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls. Freeman’s gamble 
thus far has paid big dividends. 

Veronica Lake at Paramount also 
made it in one—I Wanted Wings.’ 
There also was a chance-taking ven- 
ture that meant money, one way or 
another, depending upon her capaci- 
ties. She consolidates her perform- 
ance in the forthcoming Preston 
Sturges picture, ‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ 
co-starring with Joel McCrea. Su- 
san Hayward had done nothing 
spectacular previously, having turn- 
ed in her best job in Columbia’s 
‘Adam Had Four Sons,’ but gets a 
zoomer in C. B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind’ as second femme lead. 
Martha O'Driscoll, 18, also gets a 
good chance in ‘Reap’ after having 
been at Paramount in minor assign- 
ments for two years. Philip Terry 
forges up in Harry Sherman's pro- 
duction, ‘Parson of Panamint,”’ and 
has romantic male lead in ‘Sweater 
Girl’ on the strength of the ‘Parson’ 
click. 

Par’s Parade of Youngsters 


Other beneficiaries at Paramount 
of talent promotion, if not a gamble 
in every case, are Rod Cameron, 
who has played only in ‘Parson of 
Panamint,’ but is regarded by execu- 
tives on the lot as one of the com- 
|pany’s best contract bets; Don Cas- 
tle, in the Bill Thomas-Bill Pine pro- 
ductions, ‘Power Dive’ and “Torpedo 
| Boat’; Donna Drake, young orchestra 
leader who was billed under the 
name of Rita Rio, making her film 
debut in ‘Aloma of the South Seas’; 
Macdonald Carey, to be co-starred 
with Fred MacMurray, in® “Take a 
Letter, Darling’; Brad King, who 
succeeded Russell Hayden in Harry 
Sherman’s Hopalong Cassidy pictures 
—right off the ranch; Charles Smith 
and Jimmy Lydon as Dizzy and 
Henry in the Henry Aldrich’ series; 
Eddie Bracken; Alberto Villa, Ar- 
gentine singer who will be starred in 
two pictures as his first efforts after 
| careful coaching in English—‘The 
|Gentleman from Buenos Aires’ and 
|‘Hula Honeymoon’; Richard Denning, 
| with Dorothy Lamour in ‘Her Jun- 
| gle Mate’; Eva Gabor, now up for 
| femme lead opposite Ray Milland in 
| ‘Channel Port.’ 
| Warners’ examples in chance-tak- 
jing, more or less, with unfamiliar 
| talent on the screen in fecent 
i|months, include Richard Whorf, 
whose first film role is with Pris- 
‘New Orleans Blues.’ 
|\He is a distinguished stage actor, 
| but completely unknown to vast ma- 
| jority of film patrons. 

Monty Woolley, who will have the 
title role in Warners’ version of ‘The 
| Man Who Came to Dinner,’ is, of 
course, a stage actor who has proved 
|his Broadway mettle in the Kauf- 
| man-Hart play, but is unknown to 








|cilla Lane in 


picture audiences—although he once 
tried to land in Hollywood previous- 
ly. Richard Travis, who will play 
the role of the reporter in ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ also is unfa- 


miliar to pictures. These able per- 
formers are certain to give good ac- 
count, but they go into their parts 
without film draft. Joan Leslie, who 
had her first comparatively good role 
in ‘High Sierra,’ has the star spot op- 
posite Gary Cooper in ‘Sergeant 
York’—and that, say Warners, de- 
spite the girl’s promising gifts, was 
taking a real gamble in this studio’s 
most expensive production of the 
year. 
Metro is a_ proverbial, proving 
ground for youngsters. Here, too, 
the acceleration recently in zooming 
talent has been marked. New names 
getting the Metro grooming and 
breaks are Red Skelton, seen in 
‘Lady Be Good’ and now practically 
carrying ‘Whistling in the Dark’; Ray 
MacDonald, who initialed in the 
forthcoming ‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ and featured in “Babes on 
Broadway’; Rise Stevens, a Metro- 
politan opera star, who has a star- 
ring role with Nelson Eddy in ‘The 
Chocolate Soldier’; Donna Reed, new 





in films, spotted in ‘The Get Away.’ 
Kathryn Grayson, first in ‘Andy 
Hardy’s Private Secretary,’ repeats 
in ‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy.’ 

Most of Metro stars were built 
from youngsters on the lot—and that 
includes Clark Gable, Robert Tay- 
lor, Joan Crawford, James Stewart, 
Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, Lana 
Turner. 














|| Tyro Scripters 
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| and other forms of literary efforts 
turned in, studio picks 
promising to undergo 
interviews, which is the 
sonal contact Metro has 
potentials. 

Interviews delve deeply into the 
personalities of the student finalists, 
as well as probing to find out if 
promise shown in their submitted 
work can be successfully turned to 
profit for the screen. Checkup on 
personality is figured mecessary by 
Metro as newcomers must conform 
to studio practices without losing the 
freshness that will make them 
valuable. 

Turned Loose on Their Own 

Those passing the rigid question- 
ing are handed six-month optional 
contra@ts paying around $50 a week, 
shipped to the studio and put to 
work under the guidance of Richard 
Schayer. Juniors are not required to 
follow any particular pattern, but 
are given the freedom to develop 
whatever material they feel they 
can best prepare. 

In selecting writers for the film 
try, Metro does not limit the field to 
newly graduated college students, 
but will consider recent graduates 
who might be recommended by their 
university. Metro is emphatic about 
its contact with writing possibilitiés. 
It must be a student, or graduate, 
whose work is first recommended by 
a school board. Studio will read no 
material or have any personal con- 
tact with a would-be scribe except 
through the university channel and 
the interviews are given only to 
those remaining after elimination of 
material submitted from the colleges. 

Metro’s writing department, under 
Kenneth MacKenna, is budgeted to 
carry 10 of the junior writers 
through six-month optional contracts 
each year and figures that if one out 
of the 10 makes the grade, the 
money has been well spent. Two 
years ago when training division was 
resumed, studio called in a total of 
12, and of this group two carry the 
title of full-fledged writers now, Tom 
Seller of Yale and Annalee Whit- 
more gf Stanford, both having 
worked on a number of ‘Hardy 
Family’ features. 

Last season, studio started 10 
embryos through the writing mill 
with one, Devery Freeman of Brook- 
tyn College, having graduated so far 
into the ranks of term-contract 
writers. 

Seven Make the Grade 


This year only seven made the 
grade in the final selections and have 
arrived to start their six-month trial 
period. Newcomers were chosen 
after reading material of 47. Several 
of these join the studio with previ- 
ous writing experience, but their 
selection was made inthe same gen- 
eral manner Metro uses to chose its 
juniors. 

David Lang, U.S.C., drew his ap- 
pointment after a period in the 
studio cartoon department and has a 
number of radio scripts to his credit. | 
DeVallon Scott, same school, has | 
| previously done some studio writing, 
| and Jolly James, Vassar, had been | 
|employed in the script department | 
'at Warners. 

Others in the new contingent are 
Brainerd Duffield, University 
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Kurtz, Carnegie Tech; Warren Law, 
California, and I. A. L. Diamond, 
Columbia. In making its selections, 
Metro usually confines its search to 
eastern and Pacific Coast colleges be- 
cause of ease in handling the inter- 
views at either the studio or in the 
New York home offices, although any 
exceptional talent unearthed in the 
central states would not be dis- 
criminated against because of geo- 
graphical location. 





Seiter Calls Clinch 
Hollywood, July 22. 


William Seiter, director, gave the 
starting signal to ‘Appointment for 
Love,’ co-starring Charles Boyer and 
Margaret Sullavan. 

Picture is a Universal production, 
but the first scenes were shot on the 
theatre set at the oid Vitagraph stu- 
dio. 
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| Thomas R. Sullivan, was at the Boston Museum, May 9, 1887. 


the most 
| : = 
| production (silent) starred John Barrymore, and was produced in 1920. 


| Amtorg, 


of | Russian war. 
California at Los Angeles: Jerome | there because the manager, a personal friend, has been called to the front. 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 


New version of ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,’ starring Spencer Tracy, pro- 
duced by Metro and directed by Victor Fleming, directs attention of 
scenario departments of all companies to the interesting history of the 
Robert Louis Stevenson story as the basis for earlier stage and screen 
productions. In the theatre. Richard Mansfield is the star mast frequently 
associated with the dual characterization. 

First performance of the play, on which Mansfield collaborated with 
Version 
currently listed in the French catalog is credited to Luella Forpaugh and 





| George F. Fish. 


It appears that ‘Jekyll’ comes to the screen once every 10 years. Para- 
mount has made two highly successful adaptations of the classic. First 


The script was written by Clara Berenger, and John Robertson was the 
director. In the two leading femme parts were Nita Naldi and Martha 
Mansfield. Their cast names were Therese and Millicent Carew. Neither 


‘character is in the original Stevenson story, which probably accounts for 


the fact that scenarists have felt at liberty to invent new names in any 
adaptations, 

In the sound version of ‘Jekyll,’ produced also by Paramount in 1932, 
with Fredric March starred, the women leads were played by Miriam 
Hopkins and Rose Hobart. That dialog version was written by Samuel 
Hoffenstein and the late Percy Heath, with Rouben Mamoulian directing. 
Cast names of the two women piayers were Ivy Parson and Murial Carew. 
Latest adaptation, prepared by John Lee Mahin, provides a new set of 
names. Ingrid Bergman and Lana Turner are designated as Ivy Peterson 
and Beatrix Emery, respectively. 

Readers of Stevenson will scan the characters in the new Metro version 
with some surprise to find that the character of Utterson, the lawyer, is 
omitted entirely from the screenplay. In the original story, Stevenson 
used the barrister as the main secondary figure. 





_ Sizzling monograph denouncing the film industry majors and the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distributors of America, citing the business as 
a ‘pattern for monopoly,’ is on the best seller list at the Government 
Printing Office. Controversial booklet, which blasted the Justice Depart- 
ment consent decree and warmed over the old NRA hash, has brought in 
$335.25 since being put on the market under the imprint of the Temporary 
National Economic (monopoly investigating) Committee. 

Survey recently showed 2,235 copies sold, with 3,064 still on the shelves. 
Document retails for 15c. A dozen other TNEC titles have enjoyed a bet- 
ter response, though few are selling in very much bigger quantity. The 
film industry study is chiefly valuable for its historical data rather than 
its critical contents, which follow the pattern of evidence aired often at 
hearings on blockbooking bills and shows marked. resemblance to the 
critique of the NRA code. : 





Jesse L. Lasky’s success with ‘Sergeant York’ recalls another tell-tale 
incident in his career, one of many that have been told about him since 
he ‘came back.’ Once a top exec in pictures, Lasky was down to his 
life insurance policy a year ago and borrowed $25,000 on itt to buy the 
rights to the York story. It was a tough job to whittle the tale into a 
film play and a still tougher task to sell the idea to a producer. Now the 
picture is estimated to gross $3,060,000 in the United States and another 
$1,000,000 abroad, meaning about $500,000 for Lasky and plenty of major 
executives offering him contracts. Many of them worked for him 15 years 
age when he was tops in Hollywood. 





Katharine Hepburn’s rooting from the sidelines is reported to have 
stimulated a new record for an original story and screen play. Price is 
said to be $100,000, paid by Metro to Michael Kanin and Ring Lardner, 
Jr., for “Woman of the Year.’ Actress had nothing to do with the writing 
of the yarn but sat in on several story conferences with the boys, and her 
influence as cheer leader had much to do with the final score, Naturally, 
the picture stars Katharine Hepburn. 

Kanin is an older brother of Garson Kanin, RKO producer-director, 
now in service at Ft. Monmouth. Miss Hepburn’s reported romantic in- 
terest in Gar Kanin may explain her concern in this deal. 





Industry wasn’t inclined to take at face-value the full-page ads signed 
by Russell Birdwell in Time and Newsweek last week demanding that 
the U. S. declare war now. With the Coast press agent about to open an 
office in New York, on the avowed intention of getting industrial clients, 
ads were seen as more of a publicity campaign for R. B. than as an appeal 
to war. One point raised was why the ‘New York’ after the signature 
when Birdwell’s g.h.q. are still in Hollywood, where he is much »better 
known, 





Eric Knight’s novel, “This Above All,’ written about the retreat from 
Dunkirk and other phases of the siege of England, is slated for high- 
budget production by 20th-Fox in London, using some of the company’s 
frozen assets. Studio paid $30,000 for the film rights and kired R. C. 
Sheriff to do the screenplay. Robert Kane, recently in Hollywood for 
studio huddles, is on his way to England to take over the production job. 

Plan for 20th to dramatize “This Above All’ for a Broadway presenta- 
tion before filming has died. 








Russia is going Hollywood in a mechanical way. After weeks of in- 
spection of major studios, Gregor Irsky, chief engineer of the Soviet Com- 


| mittee on Motion Pictures, placed heavy orders for Mitchell cameras, 


Teague background projector units and--Bell & Howell lab equipment. 
Delivery, for cash at export shipment points, are being made through 
the Russian buying_unit in New York. Russia, Irsky asserts, 
has 50 studios at work and 40,000 film houses; 


Harry Hammer, Paramount’s manager at Helsinki, states his office there 
is being operated by himself and a couple of girls because of the Finnish- 
In addition, he has undertaken to run the Savoy theatre 


Because of regular bombings of Helsinki, the various distributors have 
been ordered to move all film stgck outside the city limits. 


Known as a leisurely producer, John M. Stahl brought in ‘Our Wife’ at 
Columbia more than $50,000 below the original budget. Total production 
costs were about $650,000, the lowest for Stak] in a decade. Stahl moves 
over to 20th-Fox this week. His associate, Irving Starr, also checked off 
the Columbia lot and is negotiating an independent production setup. 

Captain Flagg and Sergeant Quirt, character names, remain in the 20th- 
Fox vaults while Edmund Lowe and Victor McLaglen, wko originated 
the picture roles years ago, carry on at RKO as Captain Curtis and Ser- 
geant McGinnis in “The Marines Are Ready.’ RKO tried to buy the 
names for exploitation purposes but 20th-Fox set the price too high. 








Victor Jurgens, former March of Time cameraman in the Far East, 
Australia and New Zealand, has been switched to South America, and 
will be there about six months preparing material for a release on the 
south of the border countries. Maurice Lancaster, former London man, 
who was in the U.S. for two months recently, is now in Bombay. 





Richard Himber, the maestro, pulled a nifty ad in Damry Variety with a 
pseudo-film review (as part of the paid ad display) of a yarn he authored 
with Mel Ronson. It’s titled ‘Root of All Evil,” and the pseudo-critique 
not only cast all the roles but also the producer, director, lenser, etc. 
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Uniformity of Policy on Baseball 


Sought as 


Mutual Sales Asset 





St. Louis, July 21. 
Mutual, contemplating a possible 
uniform policy regarding local base- 
ball broadcasts, has asked its affiliate 


stations for suggestions on the ques- 
tions and has suggested that such 
broadcasts be scheduled so as not 
to conflict with network commer- 
cials. Action was taken at a meet- 
ing last week of the Mutual board 
of directors and operating board, in 
New York. Memorandum on the 
situation has been sent by Fred 
Weber, network general manager, to 
all affiliates. 

According to the Mutual execs, 
the local baseball broadcasts, partic- 
ularly double-headers, frequently 
run overtime and thus disrupt other 
programs. In the case of network 
commercials, the shows must be re- 
broadcast later in transcribed form, 
usually at irregular hours. Sponsors 
naturally dislike that, so Mutual is 
hereby placed at a sales disadvan- 
tage in competing with the other 
networks, especially NBC-Blue. 

In its communication, Mutual asks 
the affiliates to outline their present 
policies regarding daytime baseball 
broadcasts. It notes that where the 
play-by-play accounts can be term- 
inated at 5 or 5:30 p.m., there is 
usually little interference with net- 
work commercials, most of which 
are kid shows that go off the air 
early in the summer, before most 
double-headers are played. Network 
therefore suggests that all daytime 
game broadcasts be ended by 5:30, 
local time, until the first week in 
July. 

In regard to night games, Mutual 
notes that it expects to line up a 
number of evening variety programs 
with name casts and suggests that 
since sponsors of such shows would 
balk at interference with the habit 
factor that all evening baseball 
broadcasts be delayed until 10:30. 





CBS’ Uniform Policy 

Columbia, wkich dropped baseball 
broadcasts at the end of last sum- 
mer, now has an extensive lineup of 
serials scheduled during the after- 
noon hours. 

Latter contracts extend over the 
52-week period, instead of for the 
summer months only. 


Jean Paul King Back 
In Tacoma On Publicity 
For Buckley-King Firm 


Tacoma, July 22. 

Jean Paul King has joined the firm 
of Buckley-King here as director of 
public relations. This represents a 
a to his home town by the ra- 

10 announcer, who has been identi- 
fied with dozens of network shows 
out of Chicago and New York in the 
past decade. Lately King has been 
prominent in Lambs Club activities. 

Originally King was a dramatic 
stock actor for Henry Duffy in San 
Francisco. 


FIDDLE, BANJO RALLY 
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SHELL BACK 


Coast Trial of Party-Going Formula 
—Account May Spread 








Hollywood, July 22. 

After five years off the network, 
Shell Oil is returning with a Coast 
regional hookup for its half hour 
program, ‘Shell Goes to a Party,’ 
Format is similar to ‘Life (mag) 
Goes to a Party,’ with Art Linkletter 
busting in here and there with his 
yards of cable and a mike. CBS 
gets the show beginning Aug. 7. 

It’s in the nature of a test and 
spreads eastward if it impresses the 
sponsor. Shell has been spotting 
transcriptions since it parted with 
Joe Cook around five years ago. 


WJR, DETROIT, 
SIGNS HARMON 


Detroit, July 22. 

Tom Harmon, the football player, 
signed today (Tuesday) as sports di- 
rector of WJR. G. A. Richards, 
president of the station, completed 
the deal in Hollywood, where the 
ex-gridder is making the picture, 
‘Harmon of Michigan,’ at Columbia. 
When the film is completed, Harmon 
will go to Chicago to train for the 
all-star game at Soldiers’ Fields on 
Aug. 28. 

Following that, he will come to 
Detroit to assume his job at WJR. 
First assignment is likely to be cov- 
ering Michigan’s eight home games 
this fall. 

Harmon majored in speech and 
radio at the university and his con- 
tract with the station is in line with 
his determination to pursue a radio 
career, 


RINTOUL’S WSRR STARTS 
SEPT. 7 IN STAMFORD 


Stamford, Conn., July 22. 

WSRR, new Stamford station be- 
ing hoisted by Stephen R. Rintoul, 
starts puffing Sept. 7. 

Slocum Chapin, ex-WKBN, 
Youngstown, O., and WOC, Daven- 
port, will manage -exhaler, which 
will be nearest Connecticut exhaler 
to Bronx. George Backus, formerly 
at KOY, Phoenix, Ariz., heads com- 
mercial department. 


Ed Wolfs Click 25 


The Ed Wolfs celebrate their 25th 
anniversary today (Wednesday) and 
Wolf’s radio production colleagues 
around New York are throwing 
them a banquet. 

Songwriter-brother L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert is flying in from the Coast for 
the occasion, 























Philadelphia.—Edward Allen, for- 
merly of WBFG, Altoona, has joined 








IN CAROLINA HILLS 


Asheville, N. C., July 22. 
With more than 500 performers en- 





tered, a fiddle and banjo show will 
get under way here July 24 for three 
days and nights. Event is 14th an- 
nual Mountain Dance and Music 
Festival. Draws crowd of around 
20,000. | 


No ASCAP worries as most tunes 
date back 100 years or more, being 
of Revolutionary period and some 
having been brought over by settlers 
from England, Scotland and Ireland. 

WWNC, Asheville, will ether large 
portion of show. 


Orson Welles Deal On? 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Orson Welles is reported set to do 
a radio series this fall for Lady 
Esther. Exact nature of the show 
isn’t known, but it’s expected to be 
a guest-star dramatic series. 
Account has previously been men- 
tioned as intending to sponsor Freddy 
Martin’s orchestra. Its Guy Lom- 
bardo winds up Monday (28) night, 
the orchestra switching to Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet sponsorship Aug. 2. 








the announcing staff of WFIL. 

| WCAU ‘farm system’ has brought 
| in Neal Harvey to take the place of 
| Lew Fisher, who went on active duty 
|aS an ensign in the Naval Reserve. 


TELEVISION PARADOX 


Farnsworth Exec Sees a Modern 
Humpty-Dumpty Tale in Situation 








Fort Wayne Ind., July 22. 

E. A. Nicholas, president of the 
Farnsworth Television & Radio 
Corp., said that the ruling of the Of- 
fice of Production Management—that 
owing to defense priorities, there will 
be no more aluminum for civilian 
purposes for the remainder of 1941, 
—effectively vetoes the long-awaited 
‘green light’ for commercial televi- 
sion. 

He pointed out that when ma- 
terials basic to the television indus- 
try were abundant, the FCC would 
not permit commercial use. Now 
that the desired permission has been 
given, another branch of the govern- 
ment feels that it cannot release the 
,necessary materials. 





G. E.’s Channel 3 License 
Washington, July 22. 

Another experimental television 
station for the Albany-Schenectady- 
Troy area was on the way last week 
when the FCC granted a construc- 
tion permit to General Electric for 
a transmitter to be operated on tele- 
vision channel No. 3 (66,000-72,000 
ke), which is expected to serve 3,320 
square miles and approximately 
572,000 residents. 

Application (which suggests re- 
modeling its present experimental 
station, W2XB, in the Helderberg 
Hills, New Scotland, N. Y., for com- 
mercial purposes by Sept. 1) pro- 
poses ‘incidental experimentation’ 
with color television for the new 
venture. 


KVOS IN COURT 
TO STOP LEE 
SHUTOUT 








Seattle, July 22. 

A dispute between KVOS, of 
Bellingham, Washington, and the 
Pacific Broadcasting Co. (KMO), of 
Tacoma, has reaclied the courts. Ap- 
plication by KVOS for an injunction 
to prevent Pacific (associated with 
the Don Lee network) from cutting 
off Don Lee or Mutual programs 
from KVOS ‘was argued yesterday 
(Monday) before Superior Court 
Judge Fred G. Remann. No decision 
was announced and further hearings 
are expected. 

Action seeks to prevent Pacific 
Broadcasting from terminating a 
five-year contract signed a year ago 
and providing for KVOS to use net- 
work programs. Station claims the 
agreement permitted it to use the 
network service any way it saw fit. 
However, failure of KVOS to use 
the network shows before 9 p.m. 
daily was cited as reason for KMO’s 
refusal to relay further broadcasts 
the complaint stated, although the 
original contract is claimed to have 
a clause requiring one year’s written 
termination notice. 





‘Lone Ranger’s’ Plaque 


Detroit, July 22. 

For the second time in five years, 
‘The Lone Ranger’ program, pro- 
duced at WXYZ here for the Mutual 
system, has been presented with the 
annual award of the C.1T. Safety 
Foundation. 

The previous 


plaque was pre- 





sented in 1937. 





With Result Biz Picks 





Originate WBNY Disc Show in Dancery 


Up and Musicians Union 
Demands Standbys for Recordings 





Buffalo, July 22. 
Running WBNY’s platter show 
from a suburban dancery proved a 
big draw in its first try here and 


promoters hope to make a regular 
thing of it, if a musicians’ union 
; squabble can be cleared up. Union 
clamped down right after first 
broadcast with demand that standby 
men be hired and matter is pending 
at that point. Spot is dancery at 
Williamsville Glen, which has a 
union band, led by Bernie Sandler, 
on other nights of the week. 

Experiment was tried on Mondays, 
when Sandler band is off. Previous 
try at Monday shuffling drew only a 








very slim handful, but 356 guys and 
gals showed up to watch Roger 
Brown run platters on a remote 
pickup. Park plan dancing to the 
discs was tried at 3c a throw and 
very few stood around. Promoters, 
Brown and Harry Altman, who tuns 
dancery, netted an encouraging sum. 

At this point union stepped in with 
demand that disc show employ stand- 
by men. Brown claims union has no 
rules stipulating regular musicians 
as a standby for recordings, and mat- 
ter is up in air. Possibility exists 
broadcasts, done ordinarily from 
WBNY studios, may be moved for 
winter months to vacant ballroom, 
where no union band plays. 





Disc Jockey Solves Vacation 





Buffalo, July 22. 


Turning a program over to the public while the emcee is vacation. 
ing is big stuff from a listener’s angle, WEBR is finding. Whole town’s 
younger set is talking about Pete Krug letting fans run his noon dise 
revue for next two weeks. First time such stunt has been tried here. 

Some 200 turned up at auditions to try out and more, seeing long 
line at studios, gave up without trying. A score, ranging in age from 
a nine-year-old girl to a middle-aged Niagara Falls fireman and his 
wife are getting a chance to spin discs and try out their own line of 
chatter. An announcer will stand by to help them out if they stutter 
but all taking part in this new twist to audience-participation are 
pretty confident of their own mike prowess. 


— 











Ontario Tourist Program May Go 
26 Weeks on Columbia Next Year 





SKELLY ROTATES SPIELERS 





Hill, McNamee, Shirer Follow Mc- 
Gibeny and Utley 





Chicago, July 22. 

Skelly Oil and the Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald agency are not yet finally 
set on a news commentator. They 
have now used two, Donald Mc- 
Gibeny and Clifton Utley, as replace- 
ments for the date Capt. E. D. C. 
Herne, but still others are to be 
heard before a long-term contract is 
awarded. 

Frank Ferrin, agency radio chief, 
leaves shortly for an eastern audition 
trip on the hunt for an outstanding 
commentator. 


Following three weeks each of Mc- 
Gibeny and Utley, the show will 
have three weeks each of Edwin C. 
Hill, Graham McNamee and William 
L. Shirer. 

From these five names and any 
others that Ferrin can dig up, the 
final contract commentator will be 
selected. ‘ 


NOBLE MUSIC 
FOR BERGEN 


-— = 





Hollywood, July 22. 

Ray Noble is set to supply the 
music for the Chase & Sanborn show 
with Edgar Bergen, which returns to 
the air Sept. 7. Contract will prob- 
ably be signed when Jules Stein, 
Music Corp. of America president, 
huddles in New York this week with 
John Reber, radio head of the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency. 

Robert Armbruster directed the 
music on the show last season. No 
vocalist is set for the fall, but indi- 
cations are that John Dickinson will 
not return. 





Tommy Bartlett Replaces 
Betts for Morrell Acct. 


Chicago, July 22. 

Morrell & Co. will replace the 
‘Doggy Dan’ series for Red Heart 
dog food with a shopper-interview 
program handled by Tommy Bart- 
lett of WBBM. ‘Doggy Dan’ was on 
for three years on WMAQ with 
Harold Betts. 

New show will be tagged ‘Shop- 
ping With the Missus’ and will con- 
sist of recorded interviews in stores, 
and will start early in August. 

Handled through the Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald agency, the show will 
try to bring to life some laughs based 
on the appearance of ‘the talking 
dog’ which was one of the key items 
in the ‘Doggy Dan’ show. In the 
‘Missus’ show it will be used strictly 
for comedy, with a special comedy 
dog masquerade being prepared for 
the effects man. 


WHN’s 50 Kw. Ad-Rates 


Station WHN, New York, starting 
operation under its increased power 
of 50,000 watts within a couple of 
months, has issued a revised rate 
card, effective Oct. 1. 

Basic rates for the periods be- 
tween 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. weekdays 
and 1 p.m. and 11 p.m. Sundays are 
to be $750 per hour, $450 per half- 
hour, $300 per quarter-hour, $150 per 
five-minute spot, $75 per one- 
minute spot and $45 per half-minute. 











Rates for all other periods are to be 
just one-half the above. 








Ontario Travel Bureau radio 
series, which folded with the July 
13 broadcast, is tentatively slated to 
return next winter on a 26-week 
schedule. Executives of the Walsh 
agency, of Toronto, are due in New 
York within the next couple of 
weeks to huddle with CBS on pre- 
liminary plans, Understood the 
show will again be a variety offer- 
ing, originating in Toronto, with a 
couple of names piped in from New 
York and with different guests each 
week. Also a prospect of the series 
being extended to the Coast. 

Sponsored by the tourist service 
of the province of Ontario, the pro- 
gram started last April with Ned 
Sparks starred and with production 
handled from the Canadian end, 
After one week the setup was 
changed. Phil Cohan, of the CBS 
staff in New York, went to Toronto 
as producer. Scripting assignment 
was given to Al Lewis and Hank 
Garson in New York. Stoopnagle 
and Keenan Wynn were added as 
regulars in the cast, being~ piped in 
from New York. Cast from the 
Toronto end included Sair Lee, Dave 


Davies, Wally Armour octet and 
Luigi Romanelli orchestra. 
Talent for next winter isn’t set, 


but probably Cohan will again pro- 
duce, with Lewis and Garson re- 
suming the writing assignment. 





Quebec Also Interested 
Quebec, July 22. 

Success of the Province of On- 
tario in drawing tourist trade this 
spring with a radio program in the 
U. S. has the Province of Quebec 
interested in trying a similar splurge. 
Officials are sounding out several 
advertising agencies for suggestions 
for such a venture. 

When and if a likely prospectus 
is presented, networks and producers 
in the U. S. will be asked to submit 
possible shows. 


Phil Spitalay Breaks His 
Rule Not to Record 
Any Radio Arrangements 


The Columbia album, for which 
Phil Spitalny broke his rule against 
recording anything he does on the 
radio, goes into the wax works next 
week. It will be ‘Hymns of the 
Hour of Charm,’ eigkt secular songs 
he has broadcast for General Elec- 
tric with his all-girl orchestra: 

The hymns are ‘Now the Day’s 
Over,’ ‘Lead Kindly Light,’ ‘In the 
Garden,’ ‘Abide With Me,’ ‘Holy, 
Holy,’ ‘The Day Is Dying in the 
West,’ ‘Old Rugged Cross’ and ‘Rock 
of Ages.’ 


FIVE WEEK EXTENSION 
FOR LUM & ABNER SHOW 


Chicago, July 22. 

Wade, agency for the Miles (Alka- 
Seltzer) Laboratories, has okayed 
five more weeks for Lum & Abner 
on the coast NBC-Red web of six 
stations, as of Aug. 25. 

It’s a four-week 15-minute show 
on the Coast and in addition on the 
burp capsules, Lum & Abner will 
sell One-a-Day Vitamins for Miles. 


Guy Hedlund Off WTIC 


Hartford, July 22. 
Guy Hedlund’s leaving WTIC on 
Aug. 1 after 10 years in charge of 
drama production. Veteran stager 




















founded Playhouse stock troupe and 
directed more than 1,000 broadcast 
performances as well as acting in 
many of them. 

Troupe recently wound up series 
of weekly sustainers on NBC-Red. 
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a.m.—News—Sponsored by soap. 
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7:45 a.m.—News—Sponsored by clothing store. as k | 
8:30 a.m.—News—Sponsored by department store, or ’ ; es to une 
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9 a.m.—News—Sponsored by headache remedy. Broadcasters Tire of Wait- 
’ 10 a.m.—News—Sponsored by sizz-phizz. ing for Government 7 a 
12 noon -—News—Sponsored by participation. Agencies to Agree on Winchell’s Staying | The private licensees of American 


radio stations have been lavish in 
their support of the Defense Bonds 
| of the United States treasury. Sta- 
‘tistics for the first two months, May 
|and June, that these bonds have been 


*. .m.—News—Sponsored by bakerv. 
2:30 p New , “eae + 7 ory What’s Most Important at anions 
: p.m.—.News-——From New Ork. Some radio editors around the 
6 


peal “Saat ey Thi i —_ iti 
30 p.m.—New s—Sustaining. s Time Recruiting country have gratuitously read 
p.m.—News—Sponsored by cigar company. and Defense Bonds Rate| ‘warmongering’ implications into 











6:30 p.m.—News—Sponsored by wine company. 1, 2—Programs Not Con- ae Sabiiuae seu ak Wee on the market reveal the following 
/ p.m.—News—From network (sponsored ), cerned With Defense Least| Winchell away from the NBC- a evidence of radio qoepera- 
g p.m.—News—Sponsored by sizz-phizz. Considered Blue network. The supposed ees May — 
9:15 p.m.—News—From Network. switch became a_ prospective TTS eee 
10:30 p.m.—News—Sustaining Aa i problem in the light of the | nouncements .. 79,293 72.800 
Pie hot ‘ 4 7 P P FCC’s anti-monopoly orders un- | S , i ra signi — 
Note that the above schedule is not a formal ‘every-hour-on- PREFERENCES’ der which the Blue web would . — asain ‘ i 
the-hour’ policy such as some stations follow and which might ee be sold under compulsion. panels 
be justified as ‘public service.’ The schedule is stri¢tly hit-or Jergen’s will continue Win- | om sponsored 
miss, indiscriminate dotting of the log with news. ' Washington, July 22. siamee Mag na lg ta bog RR a tccaws 65 81 
But extended editorializing on the above program schedule|, Simce the Federal Government BC BI enantio Foreign language 
K > S : doesn’t seem to be making much N ue. The original story announcements, 10,090 22.802 
would merely labor the point. It is presumably laziness by |headway, the National Association| Comcerned theoretical network poh aces. 33 arr 
the station’s salesmen and inertia or disinterest by its manage-|of Broadcasters Wednesday (16) de-| SWitching and reported Mutual Radio stars aid- 
ment that permits such a disproportionate emphasis upon news- |¢ided Inst week to set up a schedule} 45 eager to have the Winchell- ing 15 30 
of priorities for gratis broadcasts Jergen’s show should desirable ; : cee , 
casting, It’s the easy way, news being so beautifully plausible Taking things in their own heads, time not be available on NBC All of this radio publicity, which 
during these times. tho indusiey’s, Mationsi Geteans| @& oe. does not include the full hour Treas- 
And laziness, too,-or disinterest may also explain the adver-|Committee declared members hence- ury programs on CBS time donated 
. y Texaco and the Frank Hummert- 








- -jes’ ino forth should > 
tising agencies’ blind buying. ae cea Se ee Frank Black show ‘For America We 
Isn't it" Ww arm? en ed Sing on the NBC Blue (which be- 
7 ‘ . ; be during July), has been arranged 
The N.A.B. group, noting that gov- nd serviced by a radio press di- 


| : t outfits are swamping many 
rosley Mobile Unit To yore ni ie on of the Treasury Department 
stations with requests for cuffo air- 
McAVITY QUITS | ings, explained a balanced program | which mone ban lg tae 
Follow Army Maneuvers structure is imperative and acknowl- . — ware F & 





| Irving Sulds and Frank King, ail of 


edged listeners may get fed up with . 
ee iis ; ati T | them recruited from the broadcast- 
For Spanish Shortwaving Federal ballyhoo, information, and A WKRE | ing industry. 


propaganda. Requests from public 


servants should be filled in the fol- $707,000,000 in Sales 
-_——— Cincinnati, July 22. lowing order, the industry commit- are | As of June 30, the Treasury has 
Thomas A. McAvity has resigned | In cooperation with the War De-/|tee advised: | disposed of some $707,000,000 in De- 
as vice-president and radio head of | Partment’s radio publicity division, 1. Programs relating to enlist- Cincinnati, July 22. | fense Bonds, a total said to more 
: Lord & Themas. Future connection | WLW-WLWO and Cadena Radio In-| ment of manpower for both the Signing of a 25-page agreement, | than meet sanguine estimates. Ra- 
j is unknown, but before doing any- | ter Americana, Crosley's shortwave armed services and defense in- ert AP ~ Cie eae t | dio is credited with doing much to 
thing else he will take a three-|metwork, will do special daily} qustries. 6 a — a roll up this continuing public in- 
weeks’ vacation in Canada, Mrs. | >roadcasts of the war maneuvers by 2. Defense financing, such as ended Sunday (20) at 10 p. m., con- | yvestment in the future of the coun- 
McAvity, film and radio actress | the US first, second and third sale of bonds and stamps. cluded mediation proceedings which try. 
Helen Mack, plays Marge in the }4‘mies during September in a 20,000 © Shenste bolita. bright final settlement in the pact! It is highly significant that the 


| square-mile area of Louisiana. 











‘Myrt and Marge’ serial, oo she can- Plans for the airings were worked 4. Programs of other Federal between the American Federation of | foreign language stations are going 

not accompany him. aa haa ieee : ‘ hia ; eo a _, | to town for the Defense Bond pub- 
Sacl Sauuan ; . ~~ out last week in Washington be- units not primarily concerned Radio Artists and WKRC, Mutual ‘licity. WGES, Chicago, is carrying 

ar anton, in charge of the!, ati Wheaientadine hn. e _ ‘ ; ; y: , » i ) 

Sse: inten aeadenh tx Menborarile |tween Cecil Carmichael, assistant to with the defense program. affiliate. Inking was done by Hul- 150 announcements weekly. WJBK, 
4 b rs all, : OL Aa > | , ne } ce - — age - " sae - - 7 \= k : . J 

in charg »partme a|James D. Shouse, general manager) Under the enlistment category the| bert Taft, Jr., general manager of | Detroit, is averaging 400 a month. 

in charge of the department, but a g 


permanent successor may not be ap-|°% Crosley stations, and om Kirby, | committee listed four subgroupings. | the station, and his attorney, John |WBNX, New York City, spots 10 
. of the War Departments bureau of| First, requests for men _ for the | Clippinger, and by Emily Holt, na- | every day, and WHOM, Jersey City, 


pointed, ‘ eet eee: ae . 
ie relations. ; 'Army, Navy, and Marine Corps; | tional executive secretary, and Hy- | tops that with 15. 
Crosley’s newest and largest mo-/second, workers in industries carr y- | man R. Faine. 


: national field repre- | -ersonages Ww , p ‘O- 
ROYAL COLA BUYS PART pile unit, with a crew of five men, | ing out defense orders; third, candi- | sentative, of AFRA. Mrs, Lillian ee a gy Sst 
| will do the radio coverage job. Men/dates for industrial training for de- | poses, of New York. was the media cates “ : ngewe BH . oe See 

I , We a- | over radl 4 : 


va ’ 1c ¢ inator fens ' « f 4 : Acs BS 
OF Sw’ S YAM SESSION are Joe Ries, ccivatage need of a | fense job Reach wor kers for gov |tor, by appointment of the U. S. Me- | ie “vs gO ON ee 
ee »acte: amec ass r irector > . > "er c ) . > 2 = - | a ( ase, ibbe MCA1ee ane MO! 
WW broadcasts: Jame Cassidy, directo! | ernment ureaus. The committee diation Service. Paderewski, Cecil B. DeMille. 








: ’ Ignace ewski, Helen 
lof special events; Jorge Mayoral,|reiterated managers’ right to yond Of th feintitinal | Menken, Gene Autry, Kate Smith, Eve 
ee R |Spanish language announcer for)their own judgment but urged ac- t tl ° ape ee — “om See sad "aon “ge ~— ne tag ~ cl 
T ~ , } . > cnloryv yr ‘se . “erber, yrone ,ower Mischa uer, tt 
_ Nashville, July 22. | wrwo: Dave Conlon, engineer, and |ceptance of this formula in the pub-|S¢t the rate of salary for local and | Fert Dorothy Lamour, Edward Arn 
Another national account has pur- Carmichael. In ranging the field|lic interest. | network sustaining programs at $8 | jonnny Mack Brown, Ronald Reagan, Jane 
chased time on WSM’s Grand Ole - é . t | “rew + rill | I ti t per quarter hour during the first | Wyman, Edward G Robinson William 
Opry Rov ~ - | W ith the mobile unit, the crew wi | reget ien , f the c< tract t saat | .undigan Wayne Morris Priscilla Lane, 
he oyal ¢ rows Cola began par- |make recordings of highlight action. While showing signs of impatience | Y©4% Of tne contract, t 1€ scale UPPINE | Hred MacMurray, Penny Singleton, Brian 
Heipation (19) with a half hour. 'Two 15-minute discs, one on Eng-|at the Federal gimme outfits, the| to $13.50 with termination date fixed | ponlevy, Ruth Hussey, Fred Waring, Fred 
Contracted by BBD&O, New York. | eas hess " ¢ ; NY . |at Nov. 1, 1943. Another clause ad- | Allen, Eddie Cantor, Irving Berlin, Ben 
=~ y —— ‘|lish and the other in Spanish, will | N A.B. body repeated the Executive ’ ac | Bern e, Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Bob Burns, 
| be cut each day and air-expressed to|Committee’s declaration that radio} vanced the pay of staff announcers | parry’ Wood, Carole Landis, Cesar Ro- 
sills | ll d the | should make facilities available $2.50 to $42.50 per week, "| mero, Joan Blondell, Rud Vallee, Mary « 
¢ aul ] ] $ al | Cincy. Ries and C assic y wi " . : ‘ ‘ , . % | Martin, Lynn Overman, Dick Powell, Bob 
'English chatter and Mayoral, the | without charge for broadcasts relat- The arbitration adjustment was | Stack,’ Hugh Herbert, Dennis Morgan, 


| Spanish. ing to defense efforts. They also re-| reached six days after WKRC com- ~ ws be sa a tg — on 
. ° P ° . 14 risp, A ale, | oO - 
Paul Phillips, pene ‘ly a writer at | i minded members of the need for im-| plied with an agreement between | las, Claudette Colbert, Joe Louis. 


CBS and author of ‘Golden Treasury | partiality in scheduling talks on con-| AFRA and Mutual applying to the | were: 
of Song’ for Squibb, has joined the | JOHN HUTCHENS NEW [troversial public questions--meaning| net’s affiliates. The earlier settle- 
NBC script staff and is fRasner 08 on | ithe war issue, which has been a| ment halted an AFRA walkout at | BLOCK, SULLY 


» programs for fall production. MES RADIO ED major headache what with iso lation- | WKRC, which had been in effect 25 
He wrote Columbia’s ‘Flow Gently | ists and interventionists both yowl-| days. 
7 | ing for gobs of time. - 


Sweet Rhythm’ series, so he is now | : | ‘Rad rT = 
. . ~e ] l 1S a g on oO ne ¢ ’ " 
sharing on the authorship of NBC's | John Hutchens, duounne ly in the | - “5 . P nate & ee e.g “ Ba oad | (It’s expected that Mutual may | 
‘co P JOT ‘ ir 2S lallona Tense, givin l | P 
Chamber usi . r ¢ ywer | y > ag | TOS I Me , ropose that Mrs. Lillian Poses 7 
Music Sociéty of L« N. Y. Times drama department, has lsparingly of its time and talent to | prot 4 
' 
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Basin Street’ show with Welbourn | been appointed radio editor of the ied th ation ia » semnecta’! who mediated the AFRA-WKRC 
Kelley, who recently resigned the daily. Several years ago he re- ne ska — Pig vat a settlement, be named permanent 
NBC staff to become radio script ola nad from the staff to write a|. sei Beg oii nage a eon phe ding | arbitrator under the recent ar- 
head for the Navy Department. | book, then went to Boston where he a Bea nic sleet oe en bitration agreement between the | Block and Sully will tee off in 
|joined the Transcript. When that paconentul. It is selling " defense network and AFRA. Union's at- ‘Joe and Ethel Turp, Damon Run- 


, tit } les « \emaahh alee New Yo 
Lochman Heads Callers | | publication suspended he returned |i ands It is collecting aluminum. It rg Br indicated.) sugges born s Lae on tigre erlang 
Kansas City. July 22 to the Times, being assigned to the | ;. helping to find the right man for itih ntininntihre: | July rogram wi air irie fe 
in. ot KMBC. is new|city department. the right job in defense industries - jweekly, Tuesday, Wednesday an 
Walt Lochman, of KMBC, is new : 


24s Jr.. who has been | ang to train m:z rer for these in- | Thursday. 
head i at T. E. Kennedy, and to train manpowel1 s 
baseball i ncaa Ror aro acting radio editor since Orrin Dun- | qustries. These are but a few of Dan Sutter, Frances Carlon| At least one sponsor is reported 


: 1s, handlin 2 iviti : ‘interested, a final deal dependent on 
Connie Desmond of Toledo is the lap went RCA, remains, ees . many defense activit es the industry To New York From Chi. ‘the rt Gcschiod te ae ottanee 
new vice-prexy. Occasion for the|technical and feature malGils'. |is engaged in. 


annual election was the convening of | 4/S°_09 the staff are Sid Lohman| Chairrnan of the group is John} Daniel Sutter, former Chicago | 'as a sustainer. 
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e _,.; and Rudy W. Stewart. Shepard of Yankee-Colonial. Other | radio actor, has joined the NBC pro- 
ir sings sac of ade “eo -—— committeemen are H. Vernon An- ducer- -director staff and is now ia 
a a neeeene Oe derson, WJBO, Baton Rouge; Leo J.| ting in on various network shows DELEHANTY INSTITUTE 


eee ee enael lenges abl-ster Dick Gilbert on Wax Fitzpatrick, WJR, Detroit; A. J.| out of New York to familiarize him- 


é : 
"eke seid in Shi teil Dick Gilbert, night manager of | Fletcher, WRAL, poet ge Ludy, | seif with production. Has no defi- | SPONSORS PAT BARNES 
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| WIBW, Topeka; Russell,| nite director assignments so far. 
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now of WBBM, Chicago. pagel gnc er cea be! |'NBC, and Harry Butcher, CBS. a wes sconenpanted te New ry aaa ll 
or y his wife, Frances Carlon, | at Barnes star anothe Na a 
7 VRONSKY, BABIN ON KRAFT | sings Rage hg a et Gees IDA B. ALLEN OFF WMCA formerly on ‘Mary Marlin,’ ‘Kitty | mercial this week. He has the Dele- 4 
Vronsky and Babin, duo pianists, | ords 4 = ces at's band Monday Ida Bailey Allen winds up at | Keene’ and other Chicago programs. | hanty Institute, civil service training 3 
interrupted their summer schedule eee a “ |WMCA, New York, this Saturday |She is now appearing regularly on/| school, as sponsor M-W-F at 7:45 a.m. dg 
of composing to appear on the Kraft "ae tter will not be released com- | after about a year of household-|‘Ellen Randolph’ and ‘The Gold-| Uses a band of week phonograph i 
“— seewneay 65) lat Ms... by Columbia Records, for | hinting for the station. bergs,’ with occasional spots on | record stunt and interviews. First 3 
Weig nghigm Pig Pe |whom Cugat records. Was heard at 11 a.m. other shows. | interviewee: Schoolman Delehanty. 
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THIRD INSTALLMENT 


Continuing from the July 9th and July 16th issues of VARIETY the 
Research Director of the Raymond Spector Agency further elaborates 
the tests he has conducted over a considerable period of time using 
the Stanton-Lazarsfeld program analyzer mechanism which enables 
research to obtain tapé readings of audience reaction to specific con- 
tent of radio programs. 
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Reaction to Public Affairs Program | 


What Studio Audience 


Stanton-Lazarsfeld 


Response Traced on the 
Program Analyzer 


TEST NO. 4 
The Show: A program urging the 
preservation of Civil Liberties in 
the United States. It presents, 


throughs dramatizations, monologs 
and narrations a series of situations 
in which freedom of the press and 
the right of free speech have been 
curtailed during times of crisis. 

The method of presentation is 
complicated. It includes, in addi- 
tion to the short dramatic sketches, 
a narrator who points out the Ies- 
sons which the program attempts to 
teach, and a voice chorus, used to 
emphasize some portions and to act 
as a bridge between various parts 
of the program. 


Audience Reaction: Audience re- | 
action to this program was definite | ( : 
* ‘It sounded awfully stilted. 


and tended to be extreme. Favor- 


able impressions were consistently | 


recorded whenever the narrator, 


{able reaction. At various points, an 
organ interlude was used as a bridge 
between sections of the program. 
The music tended to be loud and 
discordant. Listeners commented: 
‘It was too weird’ and ‘I don't think 
organ music was fitting there.’ 


The chorus of voices also caused 
strong, unfavorable reaction. This | 
‘chorus would repeat parts of the, 


narrator’s words to provide empha- 
sis. It was also used as a transi- 
‘tional step from one part of the pro- 
gram to another. The audience 
tended to find this device difficult 
to understand and generally ,con- 
fusing. Some said that the chanting 
effect frightened them. The com- 
;}ments were: 

‘I dislike the quality of the 
voices and the sensationalism.’ 


‘It was going nicely and all of 
a sudden you got that rasping 
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GRAPH ‘G’—Here surely i 
showmanship-wise, of all tl 
Note the jagged dips when 


s one of the most significant, 
1@ program analyzer graphs. 
a program dealing with in- 


volved abstractions (civil liberties) attempted to use sound 


effects and a Greek chorus 


simple, direct thought. (See graph 
‘G’.) Both the voice and the thought 
were important to this response. 


_. The audience would make such 


comments as: 


‘It is the principle that under- 
lies that thought. I believe in it 
firmly.’ ‘ 

‘I know that is true” 

‘I like the voice. It was very 
earnest.’ 

‘I like the wording of it. We 
all feel we have the right to life, 
liberty, etc.’ 

‘I like the way he appealed to 
you personally when he said ‘lis- 
tener’.’ 

‘His was the only voice in the 
broadcast that seemed real.’ 

‘He made me feel patriotic’ 


Other narrator portions, however, 
involved abstruse statements which 
tended to confuse the audience. 
Though the voice was still liked, the 
listeners objected to such portions 
as: 

‘Listeners—we are all guilty, we 
shout hatred after other dreams than 
ours—call every ‘ism’ from the limbo 
of abortive hopes, and in a nervous 
world, fear for our own safety, the 
safety of the world we made. BUT, 
when we deny these men the right 
to talk in public places, we deny 
free speech, the right to peaceably 
assemble. Only in death does man 


{deny himself, and democracy lies 


dying if the people are afraid of the 
dreams that blossomed in their 
father’s blood!’ 

‘These are days of witches flying 
in the minds of men, and fear and 
rumor spread from mouth to mouth 


‘arty’ background effect. 


like November blown taste of snow.’ 

Certain portions of the program 
tended to evoke a strong, unfavor- 

Though an attempt was made to 
}ascertain the exact gestalt or total 
;pattern that this program produced 
jin the listener’s mind, the results 
were sO complex and contradictory 
| that no satisfactory conclusion was 
|reached. Quite possibly the listener, 
| himself, was too confused by the 
| diversity of content and by the in- 
tricate form of presentation to have 
any coherent or consistent reaction 
pattern. 


As evidence of this confusion, we 
have the answers of listeners to the 
| question: ‘What ideas was this pro- 
gram attempting to put over?’ Al- 
|}most invariably, the answers were 
confused and _ uncertain. Typical 
responses were: 


‘The program shows that it is 
wonderful to live in the United 
| States.’ 
| ‘It was simply a patriotic pro- 
gram.’ 
| Actually, the program was at- 
| tempting to explain that in times of 
| crisis, like the present, civil liber- 
| ties are often curtailed. The appeal 
| was to prevent this from happening 
|in the United States today. 

This message was lost to the audi- 


| ence. It did not get over because 
(the manner of presentation was 
| hopelessly complex. The only por- 


| tions that made a clear impression 
on the audience were those in which 
| the narrator spoke simply and di- 
rectly. 

This program would seem to indi- 











GESTALT DEFINED 


Gestalt, a term of psychologists, 
| is employed throughout these re- 
ports as indicating the total pat- 
tern of emotional and intellec- 
tual reactions which the listener 
experiences while listening to a 
radio program. 











cate what many advertisers have 
found through experience—that the 
best presentation is a simple, direct 
one. 

It dramatizes a point often over- 
looked in writing radio shows and 
that is the average audience can 
only absorb straight-forward sim- 
ple ideas. This factor of a com- 
plexity and confusion has been 
found time and time again in 
shows and’ commercials that we 
have tested. 





5. A SERIAL STORY 


The Show: A serial story, spon- 
sored by a large industrial associa- 
tion. The purpose of the sponsor 
was to portray a typical American 
family that listeners would associate 
with themselves and their neighbors. 

Our study indicated ‘hat though 
ithe audience to this program en- 
| joyed and wanted to hear future in- 
| Stallments, it by no means thought 
j}the family portrayed typical. In 
| other words, though the sponsor had 
| all the outward signs of a successful 
| program, he was failing totally to 
| get over his message. 

The particular gestalt or total pat- 
| tern produced by this program is, of 
| course, of no importance, since the 
| program failed completely to hit the 
| intended mark. 











‘THIS IS WHAT YOU DO’—Researcher Schwerin explains 
the program analyzer mechanism to a member of the test 
panel audience in a recent experiment. 
mechanism which punches telltale marks on the tape. 


Not shown: the 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
SHOW MANSHIP 








On this and the facing page appears the 
| third installment of Horace Schwerin’s sum- 
|mation of his audience reaction studies using 
the mechanical device developed by Frank 
|Stanton of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem and Paul Lazarsfeld of Columbia Uni- 
i versity. A fourth—and final—installment 
| will appear in next week’s Variety with 
[Schwerin at that time stating some of his 
| conclusions. 


Many radio research men believe that the 
| ‘push-button’ technique of tracing audience 
‘likes’ and ‘dislikes’ in instantaneous correla- 
tion to specific parts or moments in an enter- 
|tainment or a commercial is one of the most 
| provocative advances in trade history toward 
| bringing the methods of science to the sup- 
port and elucidation of the practices and de- 
\cisions of showmanship. It is out of regard 
for this interesting possibility that Varrery 
‘has published this data. 
| Author Schwerin and Variety said in the 
first installment of the series, and it is per- 
haps desirable to repeat it again, a word of 
warning, namely, that nobody should sup- 
pose that radio research is, or can ever be, 
in programming or copy-writing a substitute 
for imagination, for judgment, for creative 
ability. Research is instead more intel- 
ligently considered a stimulant of imagina- 
tion, a fortifier of judgment, a confirmation 
of creative ability. What these Schwerin re- 
ports represent is fairly clear. They are 
scientific contributions to the better under- 
standing of the arts of broadcasting. That 
is a lot but that is all. Neither Schwerin, 





the Spector agency, nor this publication as 
the medium of trade and general publicity 
for the data suggest that herein lies a radio 
showmanship panacea or a magic shortcut to 
high ratings in the popularity surveys. 

Schwerin in his preface declared that he 
believedsthese experiments do shed light on 
such matters as: 


1, How the public reacts while listening to 
various types of radio programs. 


2. How to increase the number of people 
who listen to commercials. 


3. How to gain more regular listeners to 
a program. 


4. How to determine in advance what ma- 
terial should be stressed and what omitted 
in a program. 


5. Where to place commercial announce- 
ments so that they will be most effective. 


6. How to evaluate the propaganda effect 
of a program. 


7. How to edit news. 


8. How to make programs and com- 
mercials sell more merchandise. 


The purpose of this series Schwerin has 
said, and Variety echoes, is to help the radio 
entertainment-advertising trade to carry out 
the showman’s goal: ‘Give the public more 
of what it likes; less of that which it dislikes.’ 
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teed 3 wience2o's eva om 2 | HOW TO INCREASE THE AUDIENCE AND MAKE 
ar VS ccasion teners programming angle and involves the 
| é e question of the hour, days and sta- E FECTIVELY 
tion that will be best for your pro- COMMERCIALS SELL MOR EF 
gram. ee ee 
: trive|of th ti ‘ (S n|. For the purposes of this study, : 
Whom should your program strive | 0 e reaction varies. ee grap ; sidering For the sponsor, commercials are; Therefore, the first rule in creat- 
the regular or the occa-|‘H’.) But the same portions of the; ®°wever, we are only considering seful tobe te that 
’ to please, aby . . the increase of audience as it may be probably the most important part ing successful commercials is tha 
y y Pp 
gional listener? |program which produce high and siahad tar th meena uel the program and the commercial 
CBS has recently released a bro-|low points for regular listeners pro- y peSe ' of any program, ‘must select the same audience. 
chure, based on studies compiled by |duce them for occasinal listeners as The character of this problem can| A nationally known reducing prod- 
Dr. Frank Stanton, Director of CBS | well. ; | be better appreciated by taking the | uct, for example, has a weekly dra- 
Research, titled ‘The Passing of the| There is, therefore, no conflict bes SUMMARY | actual situation of a certain sponsor. | matic program which attracts one of 
One Night Stand.’ This work is a/| tween making your program more whose average middle news com-' the smallest listening audiences of 
q study of the extent of audience turn-) interesting and more intensely lis-| Summarizing briefly the practical |mercial contains 218 words ... his) any national program. In spite of the 
over. : tened to by your primary audience significance of our work, laverage closing news commercial small number of listeners, this pro- 
Dr. Stanton presents facts which | and in making it more attractive to ieee = | 188. gram sells large quantities of the 
suggest a problem long discussed by | new listeners. Both ends will be pa panapndaren- Preareen: Seven This average middle commercial product. The explanation for this 
radio men—Should one attempt to/| served by one policy, that of mak- /a mood or thought pattern in the lis- | tines one minute—14 seconds (1:14 seeming paradox is that the audi- 
make his program more attractive )ing your program more interesting | tener’s mind which we call the’ sec.) and the average closing , ence selected by the program is come 
to those who are already regular lis- | to your regular audience. In this | gestalt, or total pattern of the pro- times one minute—six seconds (1:05 posed almost exclusively of poten- 
teners, or should he put his prin-| way, you will raise the high points The list 41] tend t sec.). Therefore, his total effective | tial buyers of the product. The pro- 
cipal efforts into gaining new audi- | of your program and increase their | 8'4™. or we _— 0 Te-\ commercial time, including the | gram has been so conceived that it is 
| ences? —— number. Since occasional] listeners | sent and dislike any portions of the | opening, is approximately two and psychologically sound in its appeal 
i Stanton shows that every radio) tend to react in the same way as/ program which violate this gestalt.’a half minutes. to stout women. Therefore, though 
program has a large audience | your — ones, JOU "ee — Conversely the greater the amount; The Iowa Radio Audience Survey, | 4 re ae who do are 
which hears the program occasion- | you have also increased the inter- of material which you present in the aS well as other authoritative sur- | ones whom the sponsor wants to 
ally. This phenomenon he calls; est of the group which listens oc- | veys, indicate that the average radio reach, 
‘Audience Turnover.’ He points out | casionally. gestalt or total pattern of the pro- | set is on daily for approximately five | This consideration is fundamental 
that this group of occasional listen- There is, of course, another ap-| gram, the higher will be the inter- hours to the creation of good commercial 
rs i - to the problem of increasin , : . ; ; 
ers is usually larger than the num-/ proach to Pp f 8 est of your audience. This sponsor’s commercials, there- | 2™n0uncements. | 
(2.) The gestalt of any program is | fore, take up two and a half minutes} THE PROBLEM: Assuming that 
REGULAR LISTENERS REACT MORE ascertained by studying the reac- | of the five daily listening hours— | you —. = ee fundamental = 
: ’ . which is about 8/10s of one percent | Quiremen at your commercia 
INTENSELY THAN OCCASIONAL LISTENERS tions of that pragram © peamary Gu-/ of the listening time providing, of | and your program audience are the 
00 we dience while listening to the Pro- | course, that one of his programs is | Same, so that you do not run the 
241 | m gram. | heard. Furthermore, his commer- bop of a to sell age 
90} } 1 (3.) Because of the ‘carry-over’ | cials take less than 3/10s of 1% of | Jet us say, to a feminine audience, o 
ffect t of aria rill ithe 16 hours wakin; time—of the | books to illiterates—assuming that 
80} 100 jao | | CHect, any part of a programa wi!) | time in which people are consciously | you have solved this problem, the 
RECULAR a | affect those portions which follow it. receiving impressions. |rest of your difficulties may be di- 
70} ; 470 Thus, a portion of a program to | Hence we find that people are re- | vided into two parts: : 
y |which your audience reacts favor-| ceiving multitudes of impressions | 1. How to get a larger percentage 
60} ; 7 | | ably will tend to improve their re- | and pry teery sopnete's re, preebeee Joell poekbe nnygoem to LISTEN to your ; 
: : can, at best, have an infinitesima -rcial, : ; 
remé ‘ é rO- ; : t 
50+ 450 — a — — - ~_ ” _ | part of the audience’s conscious time | 2. How to make your commercial ' 
|gram. Likewise, if the reaction is | in which to make a sufficiently vivid | SELL a greater percentage of those 
a0 jgq || | unfavorable, it will tend to color | impression to motivate the listener | who hear it. ! 
| negatively the reaction to what fol- | toward purchasing the product. | As with advertisements in visual 
) xo} 430 || | lows. | media, both elements of the problem 
, cies i tant. It is never enough 
Therefore, it is always advisable | BASIC CONSIDERATIONS i erty 
, to know how many people a maga- 
L 20 ‘ ait’ a ti fe P &é 
20 to put your most interesting items | We have seen before that every | zine ad, for example, succeeds in 
. ho first. In the case of a news broad- | radio program selects it’s own audi-| ‘Stopping’—you must also know how 
oe | OCCASIONAL LISTENERS east, this means putting your ‘hot-/|ence. Commercial announcements | ™any people are sold the product. 
test’? news in the beginning of a pee ag 4 “4 a Lees chery Our a ee beet — jee all here 
7 : ; : show that commercials, as well as, ™ : : - 
< ONE BROADCAST OF A HEALTH PROGRAM ————> newscast. As we shall see in the programs, select their own audience. | duces small sales. Or, conversely, 
aa ; ‘ ; roe fe next part of this report, the ‘carry- | However, the audience for commer- that an ad which sells a high per- 
GRAPH ‘H’—The showmanship lesson implicit in this | over’ also influences the reaction to | cials is limited to the people listen- ;centage of those who read it, at- 
study is that-while both groups react similarly the pattern | eommercial announcements. There,|ing to the program. Obviously, | tacts few readers. 
of interest of ‘regular’ (i. e. habitual) listeners starts and too, the first reaction to your com- therefore, both commercials and For convenience, we will discuss 
a hich ‘nt th th tt = 1’ list ’ eee program must appeal to the same these two phases of the problem 
Stays at a higher point than the pattern of casual listeners mercial colors all subsequent reac- people or the. commercials are | separately. 
interest. tions. doomed to failure from the start. . — — an 
+ i : || GETTING MORE LISTENERS | 
ber of regular listeners. babe id e e e Turning to the first problem, we 
example, approximately  8,000,00 D d W | t h k find that when the listening be- 
people listen to a certain national ecl Ing. la ey l e havior of over 3,000 radio families ' 
program every Sunday, oo nen. was observed, often families having ’ 
mately 20,000,000 DIFFERENT peo- _— , their radios tuned to an evening : 
ple hear the program in the course é a | broadcast, only two attentively 
of a month. Here the turnover ratio, : sae | listened to the commercials when : 
to use Stanton terminology, is 2.5 they came on.** Eight out of 10 : 
since 244 times as many people were families were inattentive; that is, : 
reached in a month as in a week. probably failed to hear the sponsor's i 
. Every program has this large bor- | messages. Although attention is not 
derline fringe of listeners. We may | fundamentally the same as listening, 
assume that this group does not lis- | it is a convenient yardstick which 
ten regularly for a number of dif- seems to indicate that a large part of 
ferent reasons. Some of them may the listening audience does not hear 
not always be available at the time | commercials 
of the broadcast. Some keep chang- | Therefore, our first problem is to 
‘ ing from one station to another, | increase the size of the group who 
seeking a_ satisfactory program. hear our commercials 
Others—and this is the group which | . 
has special significance for every | a oe r wf 
commercial sponsor—do not listen | a uc that is. the 1 
regularly because they do not enjoy j pemennes Sen, Spentns Mar- 
the program enough to make a point ly "Prt gr 4 as 
of listening to it each time that it es 
is on the air. We are all familiar eR * , a Anite 
from our own experience with this | t as high as D 
attitude toward a radio program. It ek --anee pada toll ccuiiaes”. Lammas 
may be summarized with the state- to our report, 57% of the regw@lar listeners 
ment: ‘If my radio happened to be Bd gor Age epee or, Rave he spon- 
tuned to this program, I would not This might appear inconsistent with the 
turn it off, but neither would I fact that only one out of five families 
make it a point to actually tune in ed et raat ly to a particular news 
the broadcast.’ The apparent inconsistency Is eliminated 
It a program is to increase the by noting that we are discussing the 
size of its regular audience, that listening to each individual program—and 
increase will come from this group j not the effect of an entire series of pre 
of occasional listeners. The problem ieee tan 
























































for every radio sponsor is: ‘How can 
I attract the greatest percentage of 
this transient audience and make 
these occasional listeners regular lis- 
teners?’ 

The answer to this problem is not 
80 complex as it may seem. 


| INTENSITY OF REACTION | 


In actual tests, we have found that 
occasional listeners to a program re- 








act in the same way as do regular | 


listeners, except that the intensity 
































NEW STYLE RULE OF THUMB—Another photograph of an actual studio audience at 
WOR. New York. The representatives of the listening audience have been equipped 
with push-buttons, which connect by cable with a moving tape. One press of the thumb 


for ‘I don't like this’; another for ‘I do like this.’ 








(Fourth and final instal!ment next 
week.) 


Editorial Note 


which the final one will appear next 
week is now in the United States 
Army, stationed at Ft. Dix, N. J. 





There is also a Mrs. Horace 
Schwerin as of June 14. 


The author of these articles of 
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A EPS. 
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PUBLISHER-OWNER HEARINGS START; 


FCC EXPECTED TO SPRING SURPRISES 


—————— 


Plays Favorites Editorially, Can’t Be Trusted 





Washington, July 22. 


Vigorous resistance to the anti- 
press bias of the FCC is promised 
for the hearing on licensing policy 
due to open tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Two separate publisher groups are 
operating on a they-can’t-do-that-to- 
us theory. Regulators indicated last 
week they have no intention of put- 
ting off the sessions until cool 
weather, though some of their own 
membership would like to have 
things deferred until after Labor 
Day. 

With only six members in office 
and one or two likely to be absent, 
the Commish declared it will sit 
from 10 to 4:30 daily at the National 
Archives building auditorium and 
indicated expectations that several 
days will be required for everybody 
to unload. Chief question is the 
amount of evidence the kilocycle 
cops will offer, since they have been 
holding their cards close to the chest 
while snoopers have been digging 
into private files and pencil pushers 
have been quietly extracting data 
from the tell-everything question- 
naires. 

The Commish has amassed a 
mountain of data through the quiz 
blanks and the prowling carried on 
under the protection of subpoenas. 
All industry people expect the FCC 
will confront protestants with a 
bunch of conclusions along the line 
that newspapers, accustomed to play- 
ing favorites editorially, can’t be 
trusted to serve public interest. All 
indications are that the New Deal 
faction on the Commish will ap- 
proach the question from the have- 
you-stopped-beating-your-wife view- 
point. 

Faint Hope 

Faint hope is entertained that the 
proceedings will be called off as 
asked by the American Newspaper 
Publishers Association through 
Elisha Hanson, ANPA general coun- 
sel. 

Second challenge of the FCC's 
right to prescribe station ownership 
by any class of individuals was 
docketed Saturday (19). The News- 
paper-Radio Committee (Harold V. 
Hough group) did not ask for any 
further delay, though originally they 
squawked that insufficient time was 
allowed to prepare for such funda- 
mental proceedings. Houghites said 
they would offer voluminous testi- 
mony designed to prove newspapers 
are particularly well equipped to de- 
liver high quality service. 

The Hough group, like the ANPA, 
declared the Commish lacks author- 
ity to discriminate between publish- 
er-applicants and other license-seek- 
ers. Rules must be the same for 
everybody, the notice of appearance 
contended. Any attempt to put the 
press-broadcasters in a special dog- 
house will violate the Constitutional 
guarantee of free speech, the FCC 
was told, Strong hint was thrown 
out that the Newspaper-Radio gang 
at the start of the hearings will 
move to have the proceedings called 
off—even though it is acknowledged 
there is no chance of success. Hough 
notified the FCC his group will pre- 
sent a ‘statement’ at the opening of 
the hearings. 

14th Amendment 

The petition alleged that imposi- 
tion of further restrictions in the 
broadcasting field directed solely at 
publishers will violate two provi- 
sions of the U.S. Constitution—the 
14th Amendment involving due-pro- 
cess of law before taking away 
property and the free-speech clause 
in the bill of Rights. 

Others have shown clearly they 
will ask the FCC where it gets legal 
authority to single out newspapers 
for any kind of special treatment. 
Among these is WGN, the outlet of 
the violently anti-Roosevelt Chi- 
cago Tribune. 

Brief delay in opening the inquisi- 
tion may result. Fly indicated at a 
press conference Saturday (19) there 
is a possibility the Commish will 
[oes Brant the oral argument—on the 

question of jurisdiction raised by 
Hanson and the ANAP—but few 
watchers think there is any real 
prospect the Commish will back 
down. The regulators insist they 
have not made up their minds on the 
basic issue and the proceeding is 





| 
' 


only to get information on which to 
base decisions whether (1) there is 
authority to draw a line between 
newspapers and applicants and (2) 
newspaper ownership is or is not 
in the public interest. 

Wishful Thinking? 


Reports that possibly a majority 
of the regulators have changed their 
minds about going ahead with the 
proceedings do not seem to have 
much foundation. Trade circles heard 
that Commissioners Ray C. Wake- 
field and George Henry Payne were 
wavering. But that gossip seems to 
be wishful thinking. Payne reputedly 
has told intimates he thinks the hear- 
ing ought to go on, inasmuch as 
there are no commitments one way 
or the other, implied or actual, con- 
cerning basic policy. Wakefield is 
the member who signed the catch- 
all subpoer.as which FCC snoopers 
waved as justtification for demand- 
ing that all records be laid on the 
table. 

Disclosure that a new Frequency 
Modulation web is in the offing was 
one result of filing of appearances 
in connection with the press-owner- 
ship prowl. Numerous publishers 
are interested in an enterprise known 
as the American Network, Inc., a 
Delaware corporation formed by 23 
individuals and organizations putting 
up $500 each toward cost of survey- 
ing the prospects of making money 
through combined operation. This 
crew said it wants to present evi- 
dence showing that prohibition of 
newspaper ownership or operation 
would have an adverse effect on the 
promotion of FM. 

Test of tke Commission’s right to 
insist on examining private files may 
be an outcome of the inquiry, though 
the regulators generally seem to have 
been anxious to avoid a showdown 
on the validity of the subpoenas. In 
one case, FCC attorneys were told 
they could not wander through the 
records and invited to make forcible 
entry under a subpoena, but the 
snoopers reputedly withdrew. Ap- 
parently the Commish did not want 
to have the question of power to de- 
mand exposure of records inter- 
mingled with the issues of jurisdic- 
tion. 





Newspaper Plea Denied 
Austin, Texas, July 22. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission has dismissed the ap- 
plication of J. M. West, J. Marion 
West, T. H. Monroe and P. M. Stev- 
enson for a new station here using 
the facilities of station KTBC, here 
on 1,120 kilocycles with a power of 
1,000 watts. Station to operate on 
specified hours. At present time 
station operates on a frequency of 


1,150 kilocycles with 1,000 watts 
power. 
J. M. West owns the Austin 


Tribune and the Dallas Dispatch 
Journal, u , 





Nathan Fleisher, WDAS, Philadel- 
phia, news analyst, recuperating 
from a recent illness, will make his 
daily newscasts for the rest of the 
summer from the Breakers hotel, 
Atlantic City. 


| change in the setup of its ‘Inside of 





+ 
| hic Stumbl 
Newspapers in ‘They-Can’t-Do-This-to-Us’ Mood on| Geographic Stumbles 


Eve of Showdown—Commish May Charge Press| 


Radio announcers have been 
doing a better job on those jaw- 
breaking Russian towns than on 
some of their American burgs 
with Indian names. 

Recent stumbles: 
Muskegon. 


BAYUK MAY SPONSOR 
TINNEY ON MUTUAL 


Oswego, 











— 








From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Dorothy Lowell, the title actress on ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ due back from 
cruise next week....Fay Wray, Jimmy Jemail and Ella Logan join Keenan 
Wynn and Stoopnagle on the Schaefer beer show Tuesday (29) night. a. 
Gertrude Niesen guests Friday (25) night on ‘Double or Nothing’..,, 
Bryan Field will cover the Saratoga race meet for W7INY, FM outlet for 
WOR....‘Court of Missing Heirs’ retitled ‘Are You a Missing Heir?’..,, 
Dick Dudiey upped to NBC’s senior announcing staff. 

John Connery added to ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ cast . . . Hugh 
Marlowe joined ‘Stella Dallas’ troupe ... Elspeth Eric into ‘Front Page 
Farrell’ cast . . . Clayton Collyer added to ‘Just Plain Bill’ lineup . , , 
Boyd Crawford, ‘Amanda’ juve lead, doubles next week in ‘Western 
Union, Please,’ at Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, N. J. ... Vic Knight, 
producer-director of the Cantor show last season, will shift to the Fred 





Bayuk cigar will probably revise 
its radio lineup some time next 
month. Account may sponsor Cal| 
Tinney on an extensive Mutual 
spread, likely originating out of WIP, 
Philadelphia. There may also be a 


Sports’ show. 
Ivey & Ellington, Philadelphia, is 
the agency. 


Strotz West to Attend 
The Bohemian Grove 


San Francisco, July 22. 

Sidney Strotz, NBC v.p. in charge 
of programs, is here to attend Bohe- 
mian Grove hijinks Saturday (26) as 
guest of Harry Anderson, former 
NBC coast sales chief now heading 
public relations for General Mills 
out of Minneapolis, 

Local radio folks participating in- 
clude William Pabst, KFRC, stage 
manager, Larry Allen, Consolidated 
Radio Artists, production manager 








of the affair Frank Denke, NBC 
who wrote the music; Cameron 
Prud’homme, NBC actor, Dinty) 


Moore and Red Knorp of CRA.| 
Book is by Bud Landis, Shell oil ad 
manager. 








Walt Gorman of Yank Net. 
= | 
Joins Compton Agency 
Walter Gorman, formerly with the 
Yankee network in Providence, has 
joined the Compton agency as a pro- 


gram supervisor. Assignments so 
far include ‘The O’Neills’ and ‘Vic 
and Sade.’ 


He succeeds George Brengle, who 
resigned to take several technical 
courses at Columbia University in 
anticipation of call for active service 
in the navy, in which he is a mem- 
ber of the reserve. 


Keith McLeod at NBC 











from the pioneer days of radio, has 


der Wilfred Roberts, 
director. For the last five years he 
has been production manager for the 
Henry Souvaine office. 

Joining station WJZ, New York, 
right after the last war, McLeod be- 
came musical supervisor when NBC 
was formed, resigning in 1933 to be- 
come program director of WFIL, 
Blue network outlet in Philadelphia. 


NBC Appoints Magidoff 


Robert Magidoff, U. S. newspaper 
correspondent in Moscow, has been 
appointed NBC representative there. 

He succeeds Herman Habicht, who 
returns to the U. S. soon. 











Meet ‘Stabilizing 


—o 


Two-Year License for Stations? 


James L. Fly Is Apparently Sympathetic — Would 


Needs’ of Industry 





Washington, July 22. 

Chances that the present one-year 
license term may be doubled was 
suggested Saturday (19) when FCC 
Chairman James L. Fly reported to 
the press on conferences with web 
executives about adjusting the mo- 
nopoly reform rules. 

Though he would not commit him- 
self Fly suggested some of the fear 
about stabilizing network-affiliate re- 
lations until the controversial com- 
mandments could be diminished by 
extending the permit tenure. The 
Communications Act allows licenses 
up to three years, and papers last- 
ing for this period have been urged 





repeatedly by broadcasters and by 
Commissioners Norman S. Case and 
T. A. M. Craven. 

The two-year license idea is get- 
ting study, Fly acknowledged, as a 
means of overcoming objections that 
there would be insufficient stability 
with affiliation pacts limited to 12 
months. He seemed sympathetic to 
longer permits. 

Two years ago the FCC extended 
the license term to a full vear. From 
the inception of strict government 
control in 1937 until then, papers had 
to be renewed every six months, 
burdening both the regulatory 


Keith McLeod, veteran broadcaster | 


joined the NBC production staff un- | 
production | 








agency and the industry. 


Allen series this fall . . . Howard Reilly will continue to assist on the 
latter... William J. Moore, secretary and commercial manager of WBNX, 


to South Hero, Vt., for vacation . . . House Jameson added to ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ cast ... Effie Palmer and Richard Gordon returned to ‘Orphans 
of Divorce’... Lester Gottlieb, Mutual publicity rep, vacationing in New 
Hampshire, 


William Ramsey, Procter & Gamble radio chief, in New York last week, 
but won’t return until early September ... Meanwhile, he’ll vacation at 
Gloucester, Mass . John Hunter, of the Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
editorial staff, left last week to become assistant to Sanford Griffiths, of 
the Temporary Committee for Shortwave ... Jerry Danzig, WOR press 
department head, visiting San Francisco, due back in about two more 
weeks .. . Charles Baltin of WHOM to be married Aug. 10 to Evelyn 
Gertrude Hoffman, a school teacher of New Market, N. J... . Eleanor 
Brogan, of the WHOM secretarial staff, will marry Edward A. Campbell, 
a non-pro, Aug. 2... She’ll remain at WHOM. 


Jack Runyon, radio head of Ted Bates agency, sending Guy Lombardo 
record albums to managers of all CBS stations carrying the band’s series 
for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, starting Aug. 2 ... Selena Royle’s private 
party Friday (18) for the cast of ‘Woman of Courage’ was turned into 
a big benefit blowout for USO and defense bonds and stamps. . . Trudie 
Becker, WWRL vocalist, changed her name to Babs Bolton ... Earle 
McGill, CBS director, treks to Ann Arbor to produce radio shows Aug. 
9-11 at the drama Festival there ... Edna Garrity, WWRL vocalist, back 
from trip to Duluth ... Procter & Gamble began last week using ‘news’ 
commercials on its Ivory soap serials . .. Paul Stewart, ambushed be- 
hing a week-old beard he let grow to play the part of Duke Mantee, the 
gangster in ‘Petrified Forest,’ at White Plains, drew uneasy glances from 
the waiters in Louis & Armand’s last week .. . Incidentally, that res- 
taurant is known among the radio gang as ‘10% East 52d Street.’ 


Ralph Edwards bought place at Bedford Village, N. Y.....CBS audition- 
ing a variety show with Frank Fay for Chesterfield....Because she'll be 
rehearsing preliminary to the reopening of ‘Lady in tke Dark,’ Gertrude 
Lawrence will be unable to do one of the ‘Forecast’ shows for CBS, as 
originally planned....Virgil Thomson composing the score for ‘Samson,’ 
one of the Biblical trilogy for ‘26 by Corwin’....Deems Taylor and Lyn 
Murray are scoring the other two....Albert Morgan,‘ writer-director of 
WWRL’s Studio Players, also producing ‘Memoirs of Caroline Brooks’ 
serial over WBYN....Frank Hanna and Sherman Atwood joined NBC 
technician staff....Jarmila Novotna and Burgess Meredith guest Friday 
(25) night on the Ilka Chase ‘Penthouse Party’... Cornelia Otis Skinner 
will be on the same show the following week, Aug. 1....Walter Lurie, 
free-lance producer-writer, has incorporated under the name of Radio 
Showmanship, Inc. 


Clifford Goldsmith vacationing in the Canadian northwest....Robert 
Bright returned to the NBC television production staff as a scenic artist 
....Maria Pichler, ex-Viennese actress, in cast of recorded serial, ‘As the 
Twig is Bent’....Barbara Kent, English legit-film actress, will be on ‘War_ 
Letters from Britain’ program Friday (25) night via WMCA....NBC-Red 
airing Grant Park (Chicago) symphony concerts Saturday and Monday 
nights....Roy Shield will baton the Women’s Symphony on the series 
Saturday (26)....June Hynd starts ‘What Can I Do?’ a women’s defense 
series July 31 on NBC-Blue....Florence Reed guests tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) night on ‘Sky Over Britain’ via WOR....William Kitay, who does 
‘Just Bill’ series on WWRL, will marry Ida Eisman, his secretary, Aug. 
10....Prescott Robinson and Alois Havrilla taking over Mark Hawley’s 
two WOR news programs....Hawley has free-lance plans....Cab Callo- 
way’s ‘Quizzicale’ series cn WOR, spreads to the metwork Sunday night 
(27), with the band going on tour....Lars Skattebol, of NBC special events 
department, has resigned to take a job with the AP. 


Alvin Josephy in charge of WOR special features during Dave Driscoll’s 
vacation in Minnesota....Phil Cohan, who produced the recent Ontario 
radio program, back on the CBS staff and readying a musical show for 
the ‘Forecast’ series....Gene King going on the road to produce-announce 
the Cab Calloway ‘Quizzicale’....Phillips Holmes will be guest-lead 
Wednesday (30) night on ‘Grand Central Station’....Jane Kilbourne, for- 
merly secretary to John McMillin, Compton agency radio head, now with 
the John Blair station rep office. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Hal Hudson, Pacific network commercial program manager for CBS, has 
again turned to profit kis hobby of fiction writing. Last week he sold ‘That 
Uncertain Woman’ to Republic after having previously received checks 
from Paramount and Universal....Ed Helwick, writing partner of Carroll 
Carroll on Kraft Music Hall, and Nathan Scott, NBC page, having their 
ditty, “You Ain’t Kiddin,’ published....Lewis Allen Weiss back from two 
weeks’ eastern sojourn with daughter, Patsy, a Stanford sophomore.... 
Frank Healy, radio agent, joined the army air corps at Moffett Field, near 
Frisco. ...Bert Praeger sits in for the summer at Benton & Bowles while 
Mann Holiner rests up for the fall....Sam Hayes starting his 11th year in 
radio as a newscaster and third for Sperry flour, his current sponsor.... 
Isabel Randolph (‘Mrs. Uppington’ of Fibber & Molly) set for two pic- 
tures. ...Haven MacQuarrie closes out his ‘Marriage Club’ series for Con- 
tinental Baking Aug. 7, doing the last four programs from here... .Parks 
Johnson taking in the sights on his first vacation from vox-popping in nine 
years....Carlton Morse hitting the gypsy trails till September. Mike 
Rafetto and Myron Dutton looking after his ‘One Man’s Family’....Al 
Jarvis resumed his ‘Syncopated Summer School’ over KFWB under spon- 
sorship....Newest wrinkle in gratis guesting is the invention of George 
Fisher, Mutual's film gebber. While he lolls at Lake Tahoe for a month 
his program will be sparkled by Shirley Ross, John Payne, Bruce Cabot 
and Mitchell Leisen....Pete De Lima, who held various executive posts 
with major networks and artists bureaus in the past 15 years, has joined 
the writing staff for KFI-KECA. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


Evelyn Lynne of NBC vocal joins the Russel M. Seeds agency stock com- 
pany as vocalist for the ‘Uncle Walter Dog House’ and ‘College Humor’ 
shows, replacing Virginia Verrill early in August....Dick Baker has taken 
over the m.c. job on the ‘Fun, Incorporated’ show on WJJD:...Peggy Wall 
in from Miami for a ride on the ‘Betty and Bob’ disc show. ...Carolyn 
Montgomery, pianist and vocalist, added to musical staff of WJJD.... 
Lum and Abner will guest on the Alka-Seltzer National Barn Dance show, 
cutting in from the Coast. 
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‘TALKS CONSTRUCTIVE —FLY 


| 


EBS GET FCC 
DELAY TO-EPT. 1 


Nothing Very Specific Settled 
Yet as Industry-Regulators 
Huddles Continue — But 
Chairman Says He’s Sym- 
pathetic and Willing to 
Modify—But He’s Suspi- 
cious of ‘Dilatory Tactics’ 











M. AND O. TAXES 





Washington, July 22. 

Postponement of the FCC’s anti- 
monopoly orders for six weeks was 
requested by the three national 
chains Monday (21) following four 
days of direct parleys about possi- 
ble agreement on mutually accept- 
able changes in established business 
practices. The webs asked the 


regulators to delay enforcement of 
the rules from Aug. 2 until Sept. 16. 

Announcement was made by 
Chairman James L. Fly, who said 
NBC and CBS, without opposition 
of Mutual, was taking this step to 
provide more time for discussions 
in the hope of reaching some kind 
of accord. Fly earlier had given 
clear indication he would agree to 
put off application ‘of the command- 
ments, if requested by any of the 
affected parties. 

FCC formally postponed ef- 
fectiveness of monopoly reform 
as requested until Sept. 16. 
Meantime there is no action on 
challenge of the FCC’s authority 
to hold press ownership hearing. 
With only sketchy information 

available about the nature and re- 
sults of the huddles last week Fly 
voiced appreciation for ‘the coop- 
erative attitude of the network offi- 
cials and for their willingness to 
devote themselves continuously to a 
discussion of the problems.’ He 
added the web executives are hope- 
ful that with another six weeks to 
thrash out the issues ‘a satisfactory 
solution of the various problems in- 
volved’ will be reached. 

After several confabs in New York 
and conversations with Chairman 
Burton K. Wheeler, of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Commission, 
leading officers of the three skeins 
tackled Fly Wednesday (16). Ses- 
sions were held the next two days 


and again Monday (21), most of 
them lasting several hours. 
There was little information in 


trade circles about the progress be- 
ing made, although decidedly minor 
points had perhaps been settled. At 
the same time, the two webs fight- 
ing the principal regulations re- 
putedly kept on insisting the rules 


are invalid. Both CBS and NBC 
were said to be armed with for- 
midable opinions by nationally- 


known New York law firms called 
in to reinforce their own regular 
attorneys. No move has been made 
so far, however, to challenge the 
FCC’s action in court, the reason- 





ing of NBC and CBS seeming to be | 
that it is better to explore the pros- | 
pects of some compromise. 
Most of the discussions to date 
ére understood to have revolved 
around the time option question, 
with NBC and CBS adamant in re- 
fusing to agree that the principle 
should be thoroughly scrapped but 
indicating a willingness to dicker 
about a formula either limiting the 
€armarked hours on a quantitative 
asis or granting affiliates more 
latitude in filling periods reserved 
for but not used by the networks. 
‘Very considerable progress’ was 
reported by Fly, Saturday (19), and 
the head whipcracker stated at a 
Press conference he is ‘pretty opti- 
mistic about the ultimate outcome’ 
of the parleys. He admitted, how- 
€ver, no definite conclusions or un- 
derstandings had been reached and 
any possible revision of the rules 
will require formal requests from the 
affected parties. Conferees included 
Niles Trammell, Frank Mullen and 
Frank M. Russell of NBC; William 





S. Paley, Edward Klauber and Harry | 





C. Butcher of CBS: Louis G. Cald-| 
well and Fred Weber of MBS. 

Fly said the talks were ‘construc-| 
tive’ with all parties in a ‘splendid’ | 
frame of mind. The discussions were | 
Cn a give-and-take basis, with Fly | 
insisting he was not trading for the! 
Commish or in a position to make) 
any binding pledges. He declared| 
the Commish will be ‘sympathetic’ | 
if there is evidence of efforts to con-| 
form to the rule, repeating assur- 
ances the regulators will not be un- 
reasonable in requiring disposition 
of stations. While no attempt was! 
made to fix the period needed to un- 
load properties, Fly said whatever 
time is needed will be allowed, indi- 





cating. he by no means makes any 
concession about the regulations for- 


bidding dual network operation or| at. this stage of proceedings. 


| 
limiting the number of chain-owned 
outlets. 

On the question of option time, Fly 
seemed a little more disposed to ad-| 
mit this business practice is funda-| 
mental and vital to stable operation. | 
Remarking this issue is a tough baby, | 
he suggested the number of outlets} 
in individual markets might have) 
something to do with the final de-| 
cision. Implication was that the) 
Commish might be willing to allow 
the chains to reserve specific num- 
bers of hours if it feels sure there is 
ample competition and program 
service will not be curtailed. 

Conflict between the FCC regula- 
tions and the tax laws loomed in the | 
talk about network ownership, which | 
Fly said is of secondary importance | 


He| 


| having its own outlet will be taken 


hinted that each instance of a web| 
up separately and threw out the idea 
that the chains can get around a 
limitation by incorporating their 
transmitters separately. Practical 
objection to this, however, is seen 
in the revenue statutes, which pen- 
alize corporations with numerous 
subsidiaries and which encouraged 
CBS in recent years to shift all 
its licenses to the parent company, | 
liquidating the operating offspring. | 
offspring. 

Fly wants to put reforms—what- 
ever their nature—into effect speed- 
ily, the industry discovered. He | 
will not tolerate any action he deems | 
dilatory and time-consuming, though | 
so far he has been more lenient than | 
many industry people expected. | 








NBC JUNIORS 
PRESS ONWARD 


Four members of the NBC page 
staff have left to take other jobs, 
three in radio and the fourth with a 
magazine. Latter is Evan Wylie, 
who has gone with Newsweek. 


Others are Webb Tilton, now with 
the Yankee network; Mervyn Platt, 
who became an announcer at WAIR, 
Winston-Salem, N. C., and Lester 
Bachrach, who joined the Chekhov 
Theatre, at Ridgefield, Conn. 
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her “boys.” . 


the finest home economics broad- 
cast," serves lemonade and her 
delicious deep dish apple ple to 


Myron and his Bald Face Hereford Bull. 
Myron, a soil fester for AAA, he listens to WLW"s $o!! Conservation 


AS “ 


complete Weathe 
News 





Mr. Gearhart is a 


feature—“Fortune’s Washed Away.” 


Paul Wendell— 
youngest son helps ‘ 
Dad at harvest 
time. Paul likes 
Fibber McGee and °°: 
Molly. Henry Ald- ky; 
rich, too. 
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“MEET THE PA 
The Paul Gearhart’s are progressive, 
practical farm people who live in Ross 
County, R. R. Ne. 1, near Chillicothe, 
Ohio. Here is another family who, 
living one hundred miles from WLW’s 


towers, in the rich, fertile lands of the 
Midwest rely constantly on WLW for 


end evening entertainment. 
Mr. Gearhart is, at present, eultivating 
250 acres. Approximately one-third of 
this area is devoted to wheat, the re- 
mainder to corn and soy beans. 


vidual, who Is a firm believer in “‘such 
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staunch 


progran. 


r and Market Reports, 
Wendell, 


straight-forward Indi- 


at night. 
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Myron, 17, takes over the duties of his older brother Fred, now 
@ Sergeant in the U. $. Army Air Corp. 


UL GEARHART FAMILY” 


modernism” as is deemed practicable 
for the farmers of the Midwest. As a 


member of the AAA Com- 


mittee, he heartily endorses the Gov- 
ernment’s policy in this vast farm 


Those are three children in the Gearhart 
Family, Fred, 19, Myron 17, and Paul 


the youngest, 14. Mrs. Gear- 


hart says, “Believe it or not, when we 
get up we turn on the radio at 6:00 
A. M. and it stays on WLW fill 10 
" The whole family agrees 
that WLW ranks as their favorite station 
both collectively and individually, 
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‘Heat Wave Blues’ Sidewalk Gag Is 





Sold to Apparel Shop by KOL, Seattl 


Seattie, July 22. 
KOL sold a_ stunt broadcast to 
Franklin’s, local apparel shop, using 
record heat wave to focus attention 
on sidewalk program in front of the 
store, on Wednesday (17) at three 
o’clock. Roy Grandey, production 
manager, and Bill Ward, continuity, 
were outfitted in heavy overcoats 
and hats, Johnny Forrest, announcer, 
bowed to the weather with swim- 
ming trunks, tie, straw hat and um- 
brella, and Fair Taylor, publicity 
and continuity head, wrapped her- 
self in a long fur coat, with Helen 
Lund, receptionist, attired in bath- 
ing suit and short fur coat. Titled 
‘Heat Wave Blues,’ program got 
statements from passersby on the 
weather, hitting 100 degrees, an all- 


time high, and plugged Franklin’s | 


stock of new fall clothes. 

KOMO-KJR is doing a job on pro- 
moting and publicizing 
Roundup Week in cooperation with 
Washington State Defense Council, 
Stations sent six men, headed by 
Hugh Feltis, manager, and Charles 
Bailie, promotion and advertising 
manager, out into the state to call 
on editors of dailies and weeklies to 
get papers’ support in drive. Radio- 
ites visited all editors within a hun- 
dred-mile radius of Seattle, doing 
the job in three and a half days. 
Followed up by notifying editors of 
appointments of local chairmen and 
invited newspaper men to ‘Editorial 
Rally’ held in Seattle, Sunday night 
(20). Editors were guests of station 
for dinner and ball game, followed 
by hour program aired over KJR at 
8 p.m. Half-hour show was also 
broadcast over KOMO on Monday 
night wtih a daily 15-minute spot at 
noon on KJR to be used for the rest 
of the week to report progress and 
stunts in cities throughout the state. 

KIRO showed increases in all 
categories to up total units this week, 
with radio biz surprisingly good in 
face of heat. Station is putting on a 
big local campaign to plug increase 
in power, using 37 billboards and 
bulletin boards on a year’s contract, 
and placing space in 19 Washington 
and three Alaska dailies to call at- 
tention to station programs. Not do- 
ing anything in eastern trade pub- 
lication apparently. 





1 Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

July 19, July 12. Change. 

Network 7,365 7,185 +2.5 
Local ...... 6,891 6,833 +0.8 
Nat'l Spot.. 761 742 +2.6 
Total ...... 15,017 14,760 +1.7 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


FCC Inspector Run Down 


San Antonio, July 22. 
S. C. Pancoast is in a serious con- 
dition in a local hospital after being 
struck by a car last Wednesday. 
He is an inspector for the Federal 
Communications Commission, 











Edward E. Hill, managing director 
of WTAG, vacationing in Nova 
Scotia. 


Aluminum | 


‘Chamberlain Uses 
WFIL to Advertise His 
Aircraft Workers Acad. 


Philadelphia, July 22. 

Clarence Chamberlain, trans-At- 
lantic flier and director of an aircraft 
workers’ training school here, signed 
)a contract last week with WFIL for 
| eight spot announcements weekly ad- 
|vertising the course. The deal was 
‘set through the Stewert Jordan 
‘agency. Other new business re- 
ported by the stations: 


Procter & Gamble Co., three spots 
| weekly, through Compton advertis- 
ling: L. Nachman (business school), 
18 participations weekly in ‘service 
| period,’ through Philip Klein; Morris 
| Plan Bank, six 15-minute musical 
programs, through Philip Klein; 
Lydia E. Pinkham Co., 130 e.t.s, 
through Erwin, Wasey; Sley System 
Garages, 234 spots, through Adrian 
Bauer; Bandler’s (furniture), 130 
spots, through Harry Feigenbaum; 
Biseglio Bros. (wines), 18 spots 
weekly, through J. M. Korn; Knox 
Co. (crystex), two 15-minute tran- 
scribed programs weekly, through 
Barton A. Stebbins; O’Shea System 
(employment agency), three spots 
weekly, through Albert H. Dorsey; 
Perrymen (men’s clothing), 18 spots 
weekly, through Philip Klein. 

WIBG reported: Roys, Inc. (elec- 
trical appliance), 182 spots; German- 
town Fur Co., five-minute musical 
program daily, 13 weeks, through 
Thos. F. Harkins; M. E. Arnold (elec- 
trical appliances), 15-minute partici- 
pation on ‘Danceland,’ 13 weeks, 
through Julian Pollock; Equitable 
Auto Loans, 15-minute participation 
on ‘Danceland,’ through Harry Feig- 
enbaum; Dubrow & Sons (furniture), 
15-minute musical program daily, 13 
weeks; Greystone Wines, 273 e.t.s, 
through Harry Korn. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 














% of 

July 19. July 12. Change. 

Network ... 9,598 9,653 —0.5 
Local ...... 20,431 19,881 +2.7 
Nat’] Spot.. 4,579 4,553 +0.5 
Total . 34,608 34,087 +1.5 


(Included: WCAU, KYW, WIP, WFIL, 
WDAS, WIBG, WPEN) 


FM LICENSE GRANTED 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Washington, July 22. 

Supplemental non-commercial edu- 
cational broadcast facilities for the 
| University of [Illinois were granted 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission. College which already 
operates an educational service un- 
der the non-profit laws of the State 
institution proposes the addition of 
a new FM station to be operated on 
42,900 kc with 250 watts power. 

Urbana, IIL, institute will use the 
antenna of its existing standard 
transmitter, WILL-—-South of Cham- 
paign, Ill—for the new service. Ac- 
{cording to the FCC. 
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Blah Time in Detroit 


Detroit, July 22. 

Doldrums have set in here with 
the heavy vacation season, even lo- 
cal business, a bulwark here, having 
| slid off during the week. Sustained 
high above last year’s level, local 
business hit the greatest skid for the 
week, dropping off two percent, 

However, seasonal dip still is not 
as drastic as those in the past, and 
if the six stations can continue to 
record gains on the heels of the dips, 
Detroit will go into fall in the best 
position ever attained, more than 
2,000 units above the past peak. 
| Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 
July 19. July 12. Change. 


| 








Network ... 7,723 71,823 —1.3 
Local ...... 12,239 12,490 —2.0 
Nat’l Spot.. 4,669 4,718 —1.0 
Total ...... 24,631 25,031 —1.6 


(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, 


WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


SAN ANTONIO 
SELLS ACTORS 


San Antonio, July 22. 

A little upswing in local units and 
a leveling off of national spot and 
network units is found here this 
week. An on-the-spot broadcast of 
the local Soap Box Derby by KTSA 
was the week highlight. 

WOAI: Shuptrine Co., through 
Harvey-Massengale, three one-min- 
ute e.t.’s per week. Aurora Apart- 
ment Hotel, through Marion John- 
son, 14 spot announcements per 
week. Corpus Christi Chamber of 
Commerce, two spot announcements 
only. Tom Houston Peanut Co., 
through Tucker, Wayne & Co., Inc., 
three one-minute e.t.’s per week. 
South Texas Cotton Oil (Crusten 
shortening), 25-minute program over 
the Texas Quality Network, through 
Segall & Weedin. Liberty Mills of 
San Antonio, through Coulter- 
Mueller - Grinstead, twice weekly 
quarter-hour studio program for 52 
weeks with Red River Dave. Patri- 
otic Plaques, through Pitluk, one 
announcement per week. 

KABC: Novadine Chemical Co., 
three quarter-hour newscasts per 
week. Arthur Baird Real Estate Co., 
one five-minute program per week. 
Alamo Distributins Co., 10 announce- 
ments per day. First Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Association, through 
Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead, one five- 
minute program per day. 








Salesmen Will Hear About This 





Will Aubrey Was Good So Newcomer Closed Deal] 
For Him—Just Easy-Like 





San Francisco, July 22. 
Will Aubrey, ‘Bard of the Byways,’ 
has been sold to Dr. Phillips Grape 
Juice for three five-minute shows 
weekly on KPO at 8 a.m. starting 


Tuesday (29). Sale is significant, 
due to fact that Aubrey, although a 
heavy fan-mail draw, has ridden sus- 
taining for years, largely because he 
has been offered around for so long 
that salesmen and agencies have 
taken him for granted. Radio row 
reeled when word broke that a junior 
NBC account executive, Bill Shea, 
had tied the bard to a breadwinner. 
Bewildered Shea explained apolo- 
getically that he just happened to 
hear Aubrey, thought he was good, 
so went out and sold him. Shea for- 
meérly was with KYA. 

KGO: Standard Beverages, Oak- 
land, through Emil Reinhardt, three 
participations, Ann Holden Home 
Forum; Denalin Co. (plate cleanser), 
through Rufus Rhoades, 26 Monday 
spots; Sommer & Kaufmann (for 
shoes), through W. J. Wilkin, 16 spots 
(two daily); Golden Gate theatre 
(for RKO-Disney), through Milton | 
Weinberg, five spots; Marvelous 


Stewart, Schilling, Fitzer 
Reports Summer Not: 
Dippy As Last Season 


Kansas City, July 22. 








Marin, Inc., through Theodore 
Segall, two spots. ; 

KPO: Standard Beverages, through 
| Emil Reinhardt, three participations, 
International Kitchen: Kellogg Co 
Battle Creek (for ‘Pep), through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, N. Y., 90 spots 
(renewal); Sommer & Kaufmann 
(for shoes), through W. J. Wilkin, 
eight spots; Marvelous Marin 
through Segall, three spots. ‘ 


Comparative Unit Count her 








% of 

July 19. July 12. Change, 

Network ... 8,915 8,975 —O0.7 
eee 3,998 3,964 +0.9 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,706 1,586 +7.6 
Total ...... 14,619 14,525 +0.6 
(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO 
KSFO) 
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G Fort Industry Market 


31,427 
Strong 





Summer inroads are showing up 
in all departments, but only slightly | 
all around. This is in contrast to | 
previous years, and summer biz gen- 
erally better than past two years. 
Jack Stewart of KCMO states his 
outfit is 20% ahead of last summer, 
while John Schilling of WHB and 
Dean Fitzer of WDAF have both re- 
cently checked in with similar com- 
parisons, and trend is_ general 
throughout the town’s six stations. 


KCKN reports contract with Van 
Camp’s Pork and Beans placed by 
the company here, and verified by 
Calkins & Holden of New York Gity. 
Sked calls for eight announcements 
per week for 13 weeks. Fineberg 
Ice Cream Co. bought half-hour mu- 
sical variety program on Saturday 
for 13 weeks. 


| 





Comparative Unit Count | 


| Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
July 19. July 12. Change. 
Network . 5,502 6,105 —9.9 
BOGE iscce 10,007 9,582 —4.4 | 
| Nat’] Spot.. 1,826 2,039 —10.4 
17,335 17,726 —2.2 





| Total a acaale 
»Aancluded:..KARC  KMAC  KONQ, | 
KTSA, WOAI) 





de seges 


Active National Accounts ; 





-».. Alley & Richards... 





% of 

July 19. July 12. Change. 
Network ... 7,105 2,710 —1.5) 
| iarerree 5,407 —1.1 | 
Nat’l Spot.. 6,857 7,113 —3.6) 
Total . 19,309 19,730 —2.1' 
(Includes: .KC*KN, KCMO, KITE,! 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 





TIME 
ACCOUNT AGENCY PURCHASES 
PN Wisc inc cctacksdeeweee Blackett-Sampie-Hummert .......... 5-Mins. 
American Chicle Co........... Badger, Browning & Hersey, 
Announcements | 
American Home Products..... Blackett-Sample-Hummert. ...%4-Hour News | 
California Fruit Growers...... Lite & THOMAS. os ccccccsvcs Announcements | 
California Fruit Growers..... BiOEG Ge TRGMIOG, oo vécccccccs Announcements | 
Carter Preducts. ........scccece Spot Broadcasting.......... Announcements | 
SINE NINE 5 ss o-os a:0 6 <0 0 eae%n N. W. Ayer & Son........... Announcements 
Consolidated (Kolorback)...., ER EER s arovareé cennde sank sade % Hours 
Doyle Packing (Dog Food)....H. M. Alexander.............. Participations 
Florida Citrus Growers....... Atinur BwGner......icecss Announcements 
Gardner Nursery............. Northwest Radio Adv......... Participations 
Hecker Products.............. NS CN i Poh ee sain bes eee e Gakic’ Y% Hours 
BO & POTTING. ... ...00ccccecs So ee ee Participations 
fe See Walser TESEY. . .dk cccccsccves Announcements 
Lever Bros, (Rinso)........... Ruthrauff & Ryan........... Announcements 
Lydia Pinkham............... a Ny ae Announcements 
Dr. Lyon’s toothpower........ Blackett-Sample-Hummert......... Y% Hours 
Macfadden (True Story)...... WRN GHIUE, DRTUIOIO 5.5 oo a's’ 0 vse were Chain Breaks 
Manhattan Soap (Sweetheart).Franklin Bruck.............. %-Hour News 
Marlin (razor blaces)......... Craven & Hedrick......... Announcements 
Jos. Martinson & Co......... Neff-Rogow........... eeee++-% Hour News 
Northwestern Yeast........... Hays MacFarland.......... vos deals %4-Hours 
nr EE Lord & Thomas.......... ...-Announcements 
IEE See al eee Newell-Emmett ............ Announcements 
ERP ar erro Aitken-Kynett .......0c00.. Announcements 
Price Flavoring Extract €0...N. W. a eee . Announcements 
Procter & Gamble............ Blackett-Sample-Hummert. . Announcements 
Procter & Gamble (Dash).....Pedlar & Ryan... ............055. %4-Hours 
Procter & Gamble (Duz)......Compton Adv............. veee ¥%-Hours 
Roma Wine Co............. .. Cesana & Associates............... Y% Hours 
aoe «+ +eeRaymond Spector............ % Hour News 
Southern Pacific Railroad..... Lord & Thomas............ Announcements 
| Tru-Ade Beverages........... Beaumont & Hohn.an....... Announcements 
| Wilson & Co. (Ideal Dog Food).U. S. Adv. 2 Se Temperature Reports 
| RB. C. Williams (Royal Scarlet 





.-% Hour News 





They 
Came! 


Talk about = your _iiving, 
breathing, downright action- 
provoking interest in a radio 
station and its personalities— 
WE HAVE IT IN MEASURE 
GALORE AT WWVA! 


During the month of May 
31,427 persons from 60 thriv- 
ing towns in Western Penn- 
sylvania, Eastern Ohio and 
Northern West Virginia, the 
Steel and Coal Belt of the 
Nation, visited and paid ad- 
mission to their own local 
auditoriums to see and hear 
WWVA entertainers appear- 
ing in such spots. 


it’s great to enjoy such loyal 
support—great for our own 
satisfaction and GREAT FOR 
THOSE RADIO ADVERTIS- 
ERS IN OUR MARKET 
WHO DEMAND RESULTS! 


N.B.C. Basic Blue 


Blair Represents Us 
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IL00 BOOM 


QUALITY 60005 
ONLY TO ALASKA 


As With Nearly Everything 
Else, Radio Advertising 
For Alaska Clears Through 
Puget Sound Metropolis— 
Isolation and High Wages 
Are Unique Aspects 








RADIO IS VITAL 





By DON REED 


Seattle, July 22. 

Alaska, to the average American, 
and particularly the Easterner or 
Mid-westerner is still a far away 
land of ice and snow, where people 
live in huts and igloos made of ice, 
and get their entertainment in fron- 
tier saloons such as Lou’s where Dan 
McGrew was shot. Like many pop- 
ular suppositions, based mostly on 
novels and pulp-paper fiction, these 
ideas are far from the truth. 

Alaska is a territory as large as 
one-fifth of the United States, where 
the population has grown more than 
50% in the past year, and where a 


boom is in progress that makes the 
gold rush of '98 look like a backyard 
expedition. The U. S. Army and 
Navy, various branches of the Fed- 
eral government and _= individual | 
businesses are spending millions in 
the Territory, so that Alaskans, al- 
ways far above the U. S. in per- 
capita income, are receiving more in 
wages and salaries than ever before. 
Government and private expendi- 
tures are of such vastness and are 
being expanded so rapidly that it is 
impossible at present to get any ac-| 
curate figures as to the amounts be- 





ing spent. However, it is a matier 
of record that in 1940 exports to} 
Alaska from the States were val- 
ued at more than $48,000,000. It is} 
also certain that Alaska will con- 
tinue to receive much money and at- 
tention during the next few years. 
90% Radic 
All of which means much to radio | 
in Alaska, and radio in Alaska is a| 
much more important medium both | 
as to entertainment and advertising 
than it is in the States. Less than | 
25% of the population live in towns 
where there is a daily newspaper | 
and a substantial percentage 


live 
where mail is received very irregu- 





larly. Also, there are more than two | 
radio. receivers in Alaska to each | 
newspaper subscriber; with more | 
than 90% of the homes radio 
equipped. 

In this huge territory there _ 
four commercial radio _ stations. 
KINY, Juneau, with 1,000 watts 


power; KFAR, Fairbanks, with 1,000 | 
watts; KFQD, Anchorage, with 250 
watts; and KGBU, Ketchikan, with 
500 watts. These stations are in 
competition very little, each having | 
& vast territory, and a mountain 
range separates the territory of 
Juneau and Ketchikan from the two 
further north stations so that there 
is not much overlapping. 

Radio has an importance in Alaska 
unknown in the States and the sta- | 
tions and personnel are much closer 
to the daily life of the Territory than 
is the case in most other sections. 
All Stations maintain emergency ser- 
vice in broadcasting messages, and 
each station can cite many instances 
of the use of its facilities in saving 
lives or otherwise being of help in 
time of need. Alaskans depend on 
radio not only for music, entertain- 
ment and news, but for vitally neces- 
Sary things such as weather reports, 
arrival and departure of ships, and 
airplanes, KFAR, Fairbanks, broad- 
casts daily schedules for airplanes, 
Which is no small job with 14 air 
lines serving the city. Incidentally, 


| tered 





the use of airlanes is much more 
Widespread in Alaska than in the 
States. In addition to much pas- 


HELPS § 
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senger travel airplanes are used for 
freight shipments in the interior to 
an extent far ahead of such use in 
other parts of the world. In 1939 
there was one airplane for each 382 
persons in the Territory and one for 
each 100 persons in Fairbanks. A 
Similar scale would give New York 
city about 70,000 planes. 


The necessary place that radio 
holds in the life of Alaskans makes 
it also a potent advertising force in 
the far north territory. Other facts 
make it a great and expanding mar- 
ket for United States industry. 
Alaska has a tremendous favorable 
trade balance with the States, and 
the per capita earnings of its in- 
habitants run far ahead of those in 
the States, with the purchasing 
power of each Alaskan estimated to 
be at least three times that of the 
average American. Due to high 
freight charges prices are compara- 
tively high in Alaska, and for this 
reason it is not a market for ‘sec- 
onds.’ Buyers want the best quality 
and the nature of the market makes 
them very loyal to tested brand 
names. Also, there are many points 
where the spirit of life and trade in 
the territory is the same as it was 
years ago; a spirit analagous to that 
of the west during pioneer days. 
Workers in Alaska command high 
wages and spend money freely. 

Quality Goods 

Outside of the demand for first 
quality merchandise Alaska is the 
same type of buying market as the 
United States, and as Alaska pro- 
duces nothing to wear and little to 
eat it is a great market for producers 
and manufacturers in the States. 
Most goods for Alaska move through 
Seattle, but there is a certain amount 


| direct from San Francisco, Tacoma, 


and Vancouver, B. C. Alaska is 
‘Seattle’s best customer,’ and it is 
from the Puget Sound city that most 
of the advertising, promotion and 


| merchandising done in the territory 


is directed. 


KINY, KFAR, and KFQD have 
representatives in Seattle KFAR 
having a full time representative, G. 
A. Wellington; Romig Fuller handles 
KFQD, and KINY has a news bureau 
and sales office in Seattle, where its 
owner, Edwin A. Kraft, also head- 
quarters, 


Merchandising help by Alaska sta- 


tions is much more of a job than it | 


is in comparable stations in the 
States, due to the vastness and scat- 
population of territory. 
KINY, Juneau, maintains two mer- 
chandising men who cover the entire 
territory from Ketchikan to Nome. 
Their job is to call on all stores, help 
with window displays, see that ad- 


the 


vertisers’ products are prominently 
displayed on the shelves, and in 
many cases, actually take orders. 


Many advertisers, due to the extent 
of the territory, are not able to af- 
ford their own personal representa- 
tives—it takes each KINY merchan- 
dising man about four months ta 
complete a service trip, so this sta- 
tion cooperation materially aids in 
the sale of time. KFAR, Fairbanks, 
uses a double page section of the 
daily news-miner each month, al- 
loting the space to station adver- 
tisers for both straight advertising 
and promotion stories. Incidentally, 
the news-miner is said to be the 
farthest north daily paper, just as 
KFAR is the farthest north of all 


American radio stations. 

As to programs, newscasts are 
naturally high in favor, and all sta- | 
tions broadcast regularly several 
news periods a day, making more 


wave than 
KINY gets three short- 


use of short 
the States. 


| wave periods a day from NBC, San 
| Francisco; 


KFAR averages one 
shortwave newscast a day, and all 
stations pick up short wave news- 
casts from BBC. There are no tele- 
phone cables to Alaska so there are 
no network hook ups, but some 
popular shows are transcribed, how- 
ever, and sent to Alaska for re- 
broadcasting, and naturally the sta- 
tions use transcriptions a great deal. 
There is much local production, and 
Alaska stations, due to smaller audi- 
ences and type of service, are much 
closer to the daily life of listeners 
than are most stations in the States. 





KSTP, Minneapolis, has sold a 
quarter hour of its morning ‘Sunrise 
Roundup,’ a hillbilly show headlined 
by David Stone, to Stott Briquets, a 
local fuel concern, 


stations in | 


Vick’s $450,000 Spot Budget 





campaign. The appropriation for 


outlets. 


numerous than ever before. 


CLOCK -TICKS 
CLICK FOR KNX 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Columbia’s KNX landed another 
oil account for a studio-made pro- 
gram, its fourth of the year, by sign- 
jing up Shell for a party prowl by 
the roving Art Linkletter. Others 
on the Coast web sponsoring shows 
compounded by Russ Johnston’s 
KNX production staff are Seaside 
Oil, ‘Spelling Bee Liner’; General 
Petroleum, ‘I Was There’; Union Oil, 
Pete Pringle’s ‘X-Ray of the News.’ 
, Shell had been off the networks for 
five years, using only spot discs. 

Units fluctuated only mildly dur- 
ing the week and the total was less 
than 100 points over the previous 
week’s aggregate. 

KNX: Iris canned foods, renewal 
of 1,820 time signals, through Robert 
Smith agency; Kaufman furniture, 12 
participations in newscast, through 
Dan Miner; Beckman furs, 12 time 
signals, through Glasser-Gailey. 

KHJ: Ever Dry Corp., 90 announce- 
ments, through Torrey & Torrey; 
McCauley Bottling Works, 52 quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of ‘The Lamp- 











Vick Chemical has begun letting out contracts for its 1941-1942 spot 


spot alone will this time run to 


around $450,000, a new high for the company. Meanwhile Vick has 
bought a hookup test on CBS, taking over the 3-3:15 p.m. for a pro- 
gram tagged News for Women. The obligation is for 13 weeks and 12 
stations and will entail pickups from abroad. The remedies for sum- 
mer colds that it will plug are Vaporub and Vatronol. 

The number of stations involved in the spot campaign will also be 
of record proportions for this account. 


The list so far runs to 198 


In many instances the announcement spread calls for three- 
a day five times a week, while the local programs are scheduled on 
the basis of three to five times a week. 

The products covered by the Vick campaign this season are more 
In addition to Vaporub and Vatronol 
there’s Vick Cough Drops, Vick Inhaler and Vick AQ Nose Drops. 





lighter,’ through Caesana_ Assoc.; 
Gilmore Oil, four five-min. broad- 
casts of ‘War Letters,’ through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan; Dr. John Matthews, 12 
half-hour periods, through Tom 
Westwood. 


KFI: Adohr Milk Farms, 39 par- 
ticipations in Ari Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ 
through Lord & Thomas; Douglas 
Oil, 52 one-min. transcriptions, 
through H. W. Kastor; Bullock’s de- 
partment store, 26 one-min. tran- 
scriptions, through Dana Jones. 

KECA: Bullock’s department store, 
27 one-min. transcriptions, through 
Dana Jones; Pelta Furs, 52 one-min. 
transcriptions, through Adolph Wein- 
stein. 
| Comparative Unit Ceunt l 


% of 
July 19. July 12. Change. 








Network ... 11,814 11,751 +0.5 
Local ...... 4,422 4,378 + 1 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,696 1,713 — 1 
Total . - 17,932 17,842 +0.5 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 


Swift Shortening Tests 


Chicago, July 22. 
Swift & Co. is testing a new cam- 
paign for its Jewel Shortening prod- 
uct. Has pprchased a flock of an- 
nouncements throughout the south- 
ern territory. 


Set through the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 








WENR BAGS 12 
NEWSCASTS 
WEEKLY 


Chicago, July 22. 

New season is rushing forward 
through the calendar, the purse- 
strings are unwinding and the new- 
accounts sheet of the various stations 
begin to take on a glow. 

Walgreen Co. made the NBC local 
group mighty happy last week when, 
through the Schwimmer & Scott 
agency, it signatured for 12 news 
periods weekly on WENR starting 
Sept. 29. Will present two strips of 


five-minute news across the board, 
one in the late afternoon and another 
in the late evening. This is quite a 
sales argument on behalf of WENR, 
which for years has been the tough 
nut among the key stations for local 
and national time salesmen. But 
Walgreen, which has been on the sta- 
tion now for more than two years 
with various types of shows, indi- 
cates an award of merit for WENR 
in handing it the prize coin contract 
of the week. 

WENR also obtained a renewal of 
its deal with the Chicago Daily News 
for 26 weeks, starting Aug. 13. It’s 
a 15-minute three-a-week show titled 
‘Getting the Most Out of Life’ 
Newspaper and station buy space 
and time in exact money measure- 
ments to cancel out purchases and 
sales. 














| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

July 19. July 12. Change, 

Netwerk ... 8,340 9,345 Fe 

Local ...... 6,398 6,388 +0.2 

Nat’l Spot.. 11,440 11,410 +0.3 

Total . 27,178 27,143 +0.1 


*No change. 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 
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California Banking Chain Sponsors 
Civic Events of Various Types Testing on KMYR, Denver 








San Francisco, July 22. 

Archie M. Closson, American Le- 
gion chieftain of Lodi, Cal., has sold 
Bank of America on 
special event broadcast from the 
Lodi Grape and Wine Festival in 
September. KSFO probably will be 
used. 


Banking chain has been under- 
writing rodeos, frog-jumps, etc., on 
various outlets this summer, be- 
lieved first time a financial institu- 
tion has gone in for state-wide spot 
coverage of local events. 


a 











| 


sponsoring a | 


ing 





WGN’s Temporary FM 


Chicago, July 22. 


WGN will have its FM station in| 


okay from the Federal 


Topper’ (For Delicacies) 
Goes After Home Trade; 





Denver, July 22. 
L. De Martini of San Francisco is 





using KMYR for a test for their 
|'Topper'—topping for ice cream, cakes, 
etc. The company is going after the 
home business after confining past 


operation within two weeks, follow-| efforts on wholesale trade, such as 
Com- 
{| munications Commission for the con- 
| struction of W59C. Will broadcast 


hotels, fountains and the like. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





| on 1,000 watts from the top floor of % of 
the Tribune Tower. July 19. July 12. Change. 
This equipment to start will be| Network .. 7,825 7,965 —1.8 
strictly temporary, with power ex-|Local...... 7,202 7,045 +2.2 
pected to be hopped to 50,000 watts; Nat’l Spot.. 2,432 2,407 +1 
by December, and with that wattage) Total ...... 17,459 17,417 +0.2 
the Tribune station is figured to| (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 
cover a radius of 70 miles. | KOA, KVOD) 














Practices What She 
Teaches, Wins Contests 


Buffalo, July 22. 

Helen King, .sho ran Gotham con- 
test judging firm and wrote book on 
how to win ’em, isn’t letting grass 
grow under her feet at WEBR, where 
she’s putting on a handwriting se- 
ries. 

She is entering contests on other 
local outlets and winning everything 
in sight. To date her list includes 
three cash prizes, watch and sun- 
dry merchandise bits in her own 
name, plus wins in the name of al- 
most everyone else on WEBR staff. 





West Coast Life Insurance Co. has 
begun a spot campaign on KINY, 
Juneau, Alaska, through Long Ad- 
vertising Agency. Calls for seven 
announcements weekly, indefinite. 








Yount’s Garfield Pharmacy sells tooth brushes, cosmetics, shaving 


cream...and drugs —in Glendale, California. 


Glendale’s 82,582 consumers are typical of the 3,732,500 radio 


BH PORES Ct ets rs 3 


Se LRA TO ian et ernment RIM EEL, 


Mr. Yount knows what brands people demand—knows by 


daily experience how brand preference is won and held by KNX. 


LOS ANGELES 
50,000 WATTS 





Ask anyone on the Southern California sales 


front. Ask the merchants who first sense 


the swing to your brand—or a competitor's. 


They'll tell you of the KNX power #0 sell 


in Southern California. The station listened 


to by most people sells most... naturally! 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


WBAL BALLY 
BALTO’S BIG 
EVENT 


Baltimore July 22. 
WBAL put on an ambitious shin- 
dig at the formal opening of its 50,- 
000 watt full time boost here Sun- 
day (20) with a giant barbecue and 


glorified lawn party at its transmit- 
ter location. With the three 500 foot 
towers overshadowing the 76 acre 
plot upon which is located the new 
transmitter house and equipment, 
station played host to representatives 
of advertising, radio and civic cir- 
cles. In all some 400 visitors. 


Howard C. Burke, managing direc. 
tor of WBAL, used considerable pro- 
motion building up to WBAL gradu- 
ation, now has Leslie Peard, Jr., as 
sales manager and Jack Mayers as 
promotion director. 

Otherwise everything still off 
hereabouts with national spot count 
alone holding its own. MHochshiel- 
Kohn department store renewed its 
early a.m. quarter hour airings on 
WBAL and High Rock Gingerale 
bought a fullsome spot schedule on 
same station. Rest of town rather 
uneventful. 

WCBM: Fisher Fur Co., through 
S. J. Lichtman, 50 spots; National 
Upholstering Co., through Leon Gol- 
nick, 50 spots; Overbrook Distilery 





through Leon Golnick, 52 one hour 


shows to start in August. 
WCAO: Fisher Fur Co., through 
S. J. Lichtman, 52 one minute spots. 


WBAL: Goetze Packing Co.,, 
through Harry J. Patz, 312 spots; 
High Rock Gingerale, through Jos, 


Helprin, 600 spots; Auman & Wirk- 
meister (furs) via Katherine Mahool, 
101 spots; Hochschiel-Kohn Dept. 
Store, renewed 312 quarter hour 
airings; C E. Kimmel (tires) 
through Elliot Buse, 201 spots; Pinex 
through Russel M. Seeds, 264 spots. 


Comparative | U nit © Count My ] 





% of 

July 19. July 12. Change. 
Network 7,410 7,665 —3.3 
ee 4,487 4,739 —5.3 
Nat’] Spot.. 1,925 1,936 —0.6 
Total . ..- 13,822 14,340 —3.6 


(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 


BENDIX WASHERS USE 10 
DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 


July 22. 
week re- 





Salt Lake City, 
Utah’s metropolis last 
ported: 

KDYL: Flint Distributing Co. 
(Bendix Washer), 10 announcements 
daily; Rainer Brewing, through Bu- 
chanan, five-minute newscasts} 
Chamberlain’s Lotion, through Cary- 
Ainsworth “sh =transr ‘bed ane 
ony spinh oer) Fe eR RAPP ye through 
Arthur Kudner. 

KUTA: Whipples Ladies Ready to 








Wear, 52 10-minute programs; Dr, 

Keller, 26 participations, ‘Musical 
Quiz.’ 

| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

July 19. July 12. Change. 

Network 6,545 6,524 + 0.2 

Local . .. 2,091 2,213 —5.5 

Nat’ Spot.. 1,171 1,227 —41.6 

_ | ae 9.807 9,964 —1.6 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





Sponsors Farm Flashes 





Fort Worth, July 22 

‘Farm Flashes,’ a series of 13 five- 
minute early morning programs, 
will be aired through KGKO under 
sponsorship of the Transit Grain and 
Commission Co., of this city. Latest 
wire news from Washington on agri- 
culture and livestock will be aired 
by Charlie Tabor. 

Account is handled by Southern 
Advertising Agency, Fort Worth. 

‘Livestock Market Roundup,’ broads 
cast over same station, is under 
sponsorship of the Fort Worth 
Livestock Market Advertising Com- 
mission. Ted Goudy gives trends 
direct from ,the Fort Worth Stock- 
yards. 





WOAI’s Farm Views 
San Antonio, July 22. 
WOAI will present ‘Farm Views 
and News’ by Bill Shomette. 
Broadcasts will consist of inter- 
views with county agents, game 





REPRESENTED BY RADIO SALES with offices located in New York ¢ Chicago « Detroit « St. Louis « Charlotte « Sam Francisco 


wardens and others on rural matters. 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


Further changes in NBC’s national programming setup are in the wind, 
according to inferences drawn from remarks dropped in San Francisco by 
Clarence L, Menser, national production chief, on an inspection swing of 
Jocal units. Only phase on which he elaborated, however, is a general 


plan to assure sponsors production comparable to New York in every 
center where the web operates studios. 


‘Sometimes you become so wrapped up in the problems immediately 
surrounding headquarters that you forget the fellows out around the 
country have production problems, too,’ Menser told Varirty’s Frisco re- 
porter. ‘The completion of the new KGO-KPO studio building here wil! 
give us one more city in which we can give clients every production 
facility to be found in New York, on a smaller scale, of course, but en- 
tirely complete otherwise. With this will go a general synchronization, 
nationally, of production.’ 








Columbia University has just published ‘Radio’s Listening Groups,’ 
which consists of a report by Frank E. Hill of the American Assn. for 
Adult Education and a report by W. E. Williams of the British Institute 
for Adult Education. It deals with efforts in both democracies to organize 
listening groups of the kind most familiar to the radio trade as an adjunct 
to the NBC Town Hall forums. Levering Tyson of Muhlenberg College 
has written a preface. 





c. A. Siepmann, radio advisor to the president of Harvard, has been 
conducting a summer course in radio at that university, which has not 
heretofore taken much note of the new medium. Siepmann, long with 
the British Broadcasting Corp., originally came to the U. S. A. on a fel- 
lowship. After the radio course the Siepmanns will spend balance of 
summer lolling in Vermont. 





Phil Spitalny, who has broadcast his General Electric commercial from 
two army camps, Fort Monmouth (N. J.) and Pine Camp (Watertown, 
N. Y.), the latter this past Sunday (15), will do his next show from the 
Ss. S. Carolina at an unidentified anchorage before an audience of some 
1,300 officers and men. Spitalny will ask ASCAP for a waiver on ‘Anchors 
Aweigh’ in view of the occasion. 





Max Jordan, long-time NBC representative in Berlin, has gone back to 
Europe after a prolonged visit in America and after it seemed probable 
he would not return while the war lasted. Jordan has headquartered in 
recent years in Switzerland rather than Germany. There is a good deal of 
secrecy surrounding his destination and plans this time. 





J. Walter Thompsonites in New York got a giggle out of a newspaper 
syndicate error in reporting the new child of their colleague Tom Luck- 
enbill. Latter was described as former U. S. minister to Roumania and 
ambassador to Chile. Mistaken identity. The diplomat in tke family is 
Luckenbill’s father-in-law, William S. Culbertson. 





Friday may be fish day the world over but at Columbia’s KNX in Los 
Angeles it’s gossip day. Three of the net’s top gabbers spray the mikes 
with their choicest pickups of the week on that day. Hedda Hopper leads 
off, followed by Lifebuoy’s Louella Parsons, and then Jimmie Fidler. 


NBC-Blue inaugurated its broadcast of prizefights in Philly’s Shibe Park 
last night (Monday) with a party for sports writers, advertising, agency 
execs, trade paper reps and news editors at the studio of WFIL, Philly 
Blue outlet, prior to the fight. The series is bankrolled by Adam Hats. 








Betty Jane Tyler, l1l-year-old radio actress who also specializes in ‘baby 
cries,’ has appeared on some 55 different radio series in New York. One 
of the child’s latest exploits was ad libbing a full program at the Bronx 
Zoo for NBC. 





Coca-Cola will abandon its ‘classical’ series after the next 13 weeks and 
will replace its present program with popular singers and orchestra. Andre 
Kostelanetz and Jane Froman are mentioned as the replacements. 





‘Radio Primer for Congressmen, ‘recently published in Variety, has been 
one of the most widely-quoted pieces of this sheet in the past year and 
has been used in several radio classes as a text. 


Standard of California Swope Sold 400 of CBS | 


Renews With Don Lee| Washington, July 22. 
| Herbert Bayard Swope’s Keeway- 


|din Corp sold 400 shares of Colum- 





San Francisco, July 22. 


ow mete JN 4Oil.of California has re-!pia Broadcasting’s.Class A common 


newed its Standard Symphony Hour | during May, the Securiffe. ‘«& Ex- 
and Standard School Broadcast for}change Commission disclosed Sun- 
another year on Mutual Don Lee.|day (20). 


William B. Pabst, general manager 
of KFRC, represented the web in 
dickers with the sponsor’s agent, Mc- 
Cann-Erickson. 

Oiler is spending about 12% more 


Outfit still has 3,600 tickets, while 
Swope has 400 in his own right di- 
rectly. 





for its radio this season than last. 
NBC tried hard to recover the ac- 
count but Don Lee got the final nod. 





Hale Sparks will handle the Frisco 
end of ‘Quiz of Two Cities’ at KFRC, 
replacing Mark Goodsen, resigned. 





b — 





In 


Intermountain Market 
people prefer the lively 


Showmanship of 














K. W. Husted to WLOL 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
K. Wallace Husted, assistant gen- 
eral manager of WCCO for many 
years, has been appointed general 
manager of WLOL, Mutual outlet 
here, succeeding E. P. Shurick. The 
latter resigned in order to partici- 








pate with Judge J. P. Devaney, one 
of WLOW owners, in national de- 
fense activities. 

He had managed the station ever, 
since its inception more than a year | 
ago. 


PRIVATE POLLY’ 
WITH AUDIENCE 
OF 30,000 


Monterey, Cal., July 22. 
KDON has daily full-hour show 
aimed exclusively at draftees. Gen- 
eral Manager Howard V. Walters has 
put Polly Connell in a 6 to 7 a.m. slot 
as ‘Private Polly.’ She spins discs 
(granting soldier requests only), be- 








| tween which she dishes draftee chat- 


ter, cooperating with the Morale 
Branch, Army Hostesses, chaplains 
and athletic directors. 

KDON primary area has a poten- 
tial military audience of 30,000. 





‘I Am An American’ , 
Wichita, Kans., July 22. 
Aluminum already collected by 
drivers of DeCoursey Cream Co. 
here which was a result of ’I Am An 
American’ program over radio sta- 
tion KFBI, will be turned over to 
United Service Qrganizations. 
Contributions followed request 
during program which dramatized 
life of some noted American. Na- 
tional drive for aluminum has just 
started here so any additional dona- 
tions will be added to local collec- 
tion. 





Keeps Up Group Insurance 
Boston, July 22. 

Yankee network employees now 
serving in the defense forces, or 
those that may be drafted later, will 
continue to receive the protection 
of the company’s group insurance 
policy. Arrangements have been 
completed with the Travelers’ Life 
Insurance Company, Hartford, 
whereby the Yankee network will 
pay the employee’s portion of the 
regular monthly premium for the 


|duration of his term of service. 


In turn, the employee is bound to 
return to the network on his dis- 
charge from the army. There will 
be no future obligation for the em- 
ployee to repay his portion of the 
premium. 





| SIX-WEEK LAYOFF 


FOR ‘MEET MR. MEEK’ 


‘Meet Mr. Meek,’ Lever Bros. 
(Lifebuoy) series Wednesday nights 
on CBS, takes a six-week lay-off 


|after the Aug. 20 broadcast, return- 
|ing Oct. 8 with a 60-station hookup. 


Esty is the agency. 


Tums Renews Heidt Show 


Chicago, July 22. 
Lewis-Howe firm has renewed its 
NBC-Red contract for Tums, using 








| Tuesday nights at 7:30 p.m. CDST, 
| currently 
| Heidt orchestra with the ‘Treasure 


occupied by the Horace 
Chest’ show. 

Renewal is dated Sept. 23, and set 
through the Stack-Goble agency. 





'Gene Hamilton Promoted 


Gene Hamilton, announcer of 
‘Chamber Music Society of Lower 
Basin Street,’ the Adam hat pro- 
grams and ether NBC shows, be- 
comes a member of the NBC pro- 
ducer-director staff next Monday 
(28). He has been given no assign- 
ments as yet. 

Jack McCarthy will take over his 
present announcer stints. 





Hoff With Souvaine 


Harry Hoff, with Transamerican 
recently, has joined the Henry Sou- 
vaine production office in New York. 
He’s a salesman-director. °* 

Writers John M. Young and Irving 
Zendig have been assigned to work 


Stroh Brewery, Detroit, Junkets 


Concert Troupe 


to Nearby Towns: 


Unusual Local Sponsor Policy 











Same Brushoff 


Continued from page 4 





wood and you can’t piddle around in 
the sunshine, meanwhile. 

Theatres? You got me there. 
Night clubs? You have a slight edge 
but the system is just the same. 
There’s two orchestras in every night 


spot, the same sour waiter, the same 
table behind a post, the same hat- 
check girl, the same doorman. May- 
be the entertainment is a little bet- 
ter here but after all Joe E. Lewis 
and Danny Kaye finally get to Holly- 
wood. The check? A close rela- 
tion of the guy who computes it 
here uses the same method of as- 
tronomical multiplication in Holly- 
wood. 


Same Faces, Gags, Ete. 


The same faces you see on Broad- 
way you see on Vine street. The 
same gossip you hear on Broadway, 
you hear on Vine street. Here they 
are sour about Hollywood. There 
they turn their noses up at New 
York. The beef usually comes from 
some guy who didn’t make good in 
the other town. Usually he’s a guy 
who couldn’t make good in Omaha, 
so if you’re sharp, you pass up the 
beef. 

When you hear the expression, 
‘Hollywood thinks that nothing ex- 
ists east of Pasadena’ you can put 
the switch on it and say that Broad- 
way thinks nothing exists west of the 
Hudson. Of course if you are inter- 
ested in facts you can look at a map. 
Amazing how much space there is 
between the two points, the Hudson 
and Pasadena. 

Must be someone living in it. 

Suckers, I guess. 





Enbanks Joins Makelim 


Chicago, July 22. 

Hal Makelim last week brought in 
Eugene Eubanks, formerly with 
NBC, to take over production man- 
agership for Covert Radio Produc- 
tions. 

Covert firm is currently handling 
radio campaigns for Florsheim shoes 
and Gargoyle coffee. 


Detroit, July 22. 
Still working on a lavish basis 
that is costing as much for a single 
| station production as for many a 
nationwide hook-up, Stroh Brewing 
here has been taking its centers in 
this area. 

Brewery attracted trade consider- 
able attention a year ago by laying 
heavy money on the line to fly in 
Gus Haenschen, Margaret Daum and 
Thomas L. Thomas weekly from New 
York for a half-hour show and us- 
ing expensive arrangements, a 36- 
piece all-string orchestra recruited 
from the Detroit Symphony, etc. 

For the past five weeks, after a 
check which showed auditoriums 
seating from 2,500 to 6,200 available, 
the company has taken its show to 
Flint, Grand Rapids, Saginaw, Lan- 
sing and Jaskson, Mich., for an hour 
and a half show. The premise was 
that people in the smaller centers 
|got no opportunity to see a big-time 
broadcast. 

The audience gets a half hour 
‘peek in’ at the dress rehearsal, the 
broadcast itself carried via WJR for 
another half hour followed by an- 
other half-hour concert. The show 
remains pegged in the semi-oper- 
atic style with Miss Daum using such 
material as ‘One Fine Day’ and 
‘Italian Street Song;’ Thomas singing 
the Prologue from Pagliacci and 
duets in the same field. 

The Zimmer-Keller Agency, hand- 
ling the account, is enthusiastic over 
the results obtained by lavishing the 
same kind of money on a single 50, 
000-watt station in a key area. In 
putting its expensive company on 
tour moving large amounts of props, 
leasing three wires to the broadcast 
point, etc., the brewery feels the im- 
pression and response warranted the 
expenditures. . 


‘Shadow’ Back Sept. 28 


‘The Shadow,’ weekly whodunit 
thriller, returns Sept. 28 to WOR- 
Mutual, in its former 5:30 p.m. Sun- 
day spot. D. L. & W. Coal Co. will 
again be the sponsor, with Ruthrauff 
& Ryan the agency, in the east and 
midwest. 

Show will be co-operatively spon- 
! sored west of the Rockies. 
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“‘"News of Our 


Neighbors’’ 


Goes to Summer School 


HEN Western Reserve University introduced a 
new course this summer, a course embodying 
the history and development, the social, business and 
industrial life of the great original Western Reserve 
territory : : « “News of Our Neighbors,” that breezy 


quarter-hour WGAR public service feature which covers 
the news of some 20 small town communities in North- 
eastern Ohio, was called in as the lead-off feature. 

As the common denominator of all patties interested, 
Ralph Worden, news editor of WGAR, broadcast this 
Saturday noon feature before a luncheon group of repre- 
sentative citizens of the Western Reserve area, and served 
as chairman of the meeting. 

Why? Because “News of Our Neighbors” is truly 
representative of the life of this community of two and 
one-quarter million people .; . because radio listeners of 
the area have been studying this same course through 
“News of Our Neighbors” for more than three years. 

THE FRIENDLY STATION 


GAR CLEVELAND 


Winnor of Variety Magazine axd George Foster Peabody Awards, 1940 
BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, Pres. . Edward Petry & Co., Inc., Nat'l Repr. 
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Payroll Traffic 


Louisville—New additions to an-,;navy duty, and Charles Batson and | 
nouncing staff at WGRC, Albany-| Phillip Pollard, called to army few | merly 





Louisville, are Paul Huddleston. from 


WLAC and WSIX, Nashville, where | 


he was the Esso reporter, and Brad 
Bransford, local. 
new at WHAS. 
WGRC handling 
ances and library. 


with 
clear- 


Formerly 
copyright 


Atlanta.—Lee Bennett, WAGA an- | 
nouncer, named program director of | 


station. 

On vacation from WSB: Bill Wrye, 
Bill Spencer, Walter Paschall, Mrs. 
Leola Brown and Kay Woodhurst. 

Fannie Segal Goldstein, WSB pian- 
ist for the last two years, leaving to 
make her home in California. 





San Francisco.—Changes at KPO- 
KGO: Don Monett drafted; Niel 
Shaver and Jack Ulrich into sound 
effects; Bill Emery new head of guest 
relations staff. 





Lethbridge, Alta—Arthur J. Bal- 
four, former salesmanager of CKCK, 
Regina, Sask., and more recently 
manager of CJAT, Trail, B. C., has 
taken over managership of CJOC 
here. A. H. Nicholl, station manager 
for the past two years and formerly 
salesmanager of CJOC, to Trail as 
manager. 





Vancouver, B. C.—Ernest Morgan, 
senior CBC producer, upped to post 
of production manager at CBR, Van- 
couver. He was formerly with the 
CBC’s Toronto studios. 





Regina, Sask.— New spieler at 
CKCK, Regina, is Jack MacRae. 





Boston.—Roland Carpenter added 
to WEEI’s control room as engineer. 





Springfield, Mass. — WMAS has 
new program director, Jerry Lans- 
ing, formerly of WTRY, Troy. He 
replaces F. Turner Cooke, called to 
service. 





Irma Coffron is | 





++ 


Batson was pro- 
Pollard was his as- 


|days previously. 
gram director. 

| sistant. 
Seattle. — Roy Grandey, 
program 
and before that with 
wood, is now production 


at KOL, Seattle. 


KNX, Holly- 
manager 


San Francisco.—Announcers Mark 
Goodson and Arthur Van Horn both 
resigned this week to seek greener 
pastures in New York. First re- 
|placement is Howard Culver, com- 
‘ing over from KGEL 








Windsor, Ont——Don Fletcher, 
transmitter technician at CKLW, 
Windsor, Ont., is leaving to take a 
similar position with the CBC at 
Toronto. 





San Antonio—Doris Hill is new at 
KTSA. Other staff changes includes 
Mary Ruth Huntington in the con- 
tinuity department and Burr Sulli- 
van from continuity to the financial 
department. 





Amarillo, Texas—Kim Kimmell, 
former program director and mer- 
chandising manager at __ station 
KFDA, has taken up new duties in 
the sales department. Succeeding 
Kimmell as merchandising manager 
is Jerry Brookman. Bill Dickson 
has been added to the announcing 
staff. 





Longview, Texas—Edward J. Tait 
has been appointed acting program 
director for station KFRO. He re- 
places Jesse G. Turner, who left the 
station staff to join KRRV, Sherman, 
Texas. 

Jack Buster has been added to the 
announcing staff. 





Philadelphia—Robert Benson has 
| joined the staff of WDAS as news 
editor, replacing Joe Novensen, now 
with WFIL. 

Frederick Pollock, formerly with 





Youngstown, O.—Thompson Rob- 
erts, formerly with WFMJ, Youngs- 
town, O., is now on the sales staff of 
WBLK, Clarksburg, W. Va. 





Buffalo.—Jack Schaefer, WEBR ac- 
tor, left to spiel on WERC, Erie, Pa. 





Kansas City.—Switching of person- 
nel at KMBC takes Don Macon from 
the announving staff to handle work 
as assistant program director under 
Felix Adams. Steps into work han- 
dled by Bob Levy (Bert Lane) who 
left last month. 

Lillian Thorpe left KMBC last 
week to become a senior secretary 
in the navy department. New mem- 
ber of the KMBC publicity and pro- 
motion department is Doris Leeds 
from New York, who takes over 
work on Sally Deane, who goes to 
Wichita. 

Bill McIntosh has left the conti- 
nuity staff. 





Atlantic City. — Hugh Mercer 
Curtler haf been named commer- 
cial manager of WBAB, owned and 
operated by Press-Union Newspa- 
pers. Curtler, for six years, was 
general manager of WCHV, Char- 
lottesville, Va. He has been with 
the Joseph Katz Advertising Agency 
in Baltimore recently. 

John L. McClay is station manager 
of WBAB. 





Greenville, S. C.—National defense 
has cost WFBC three staffers—Ed- 
ward L. Martin, engineer, who re- 
ported at Norfolk, Va., July 12 for 


| WTEL, is a new relief announcer at 
| WHAT. 





West Yarmouth, Mass. — Louis 
Dearborn has joined the announcing 
staff of WOCB, West Yarmouth, 
Cape Cod, replacing Richard C. Kil- 
bourne, who enlisted in the army. 

Marjorie Gates Alley, formerly 
with the Yankee network in Boston 
and WPRO, Providence, has joined 
WOCB to handle women’s and chil- 
dren’s programs and conduct inter- 
views. 

Frank L. Miller, formerly with the 
advertising department of Bird & 
Sons, Boston, has joined WOCB as 
chief continuity writer. 





Jersey City, N. J.—Jay Harris, 
Cornell stude and relief announcer 
at the university’s station, WHCU, 
Ithaca, N. Y., has joined the an- 
nouncing staff at WAAT, Jersey City, 
as summer relief man, 





New York City—Samuel Panham, 
formerly with Donahue & Coe and 
previous to that copy director of the 
Wendell P. Colton Co., has joined the 
copy staff of the J. M. Mathes 
agency, 





New York City—H. Arthur Gil- 
bert, former singer, actor, produc- 
tion and sound effects man at WHN, 
New York, has shifted to WAAT, 
Jersey City, as engineer. 





Paterson, N. J.—Edward Cool, 
formerly midwest manager of Broad- 
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¢ agement 


formerly | 
director at KHQ, Spokane, 


yoontinuity 


casting mag., has assumed the man- 


of WPAT, Paterson. He 
was previously publicity head at 
KNX, Los Angeles, and with the 
|sales and publicity staff ob WBAL, 
| Baltimore. 





New York City.—Bill Taylor, for- 
with WPAY, Portsmouth, 
N. H., has joined the announcing 
staff of W7INY, FM outlet of WOR, 
New York. He is an ex-actor. 





Akron—Jack Looker has joined 
'WJW's announcing staff here. 





Seattle—Two new announcers at 
KIRO, Seattle. Ted Baughn, former- 
ly with KMPC, Beverly Hills, and 
Kani Evans, formerly KFI and KNX. 





New York City.—James W. Le 
Baron for the last two years eastern 
advertising manager of Child Life 
mag, has joined the New York sales 
force of Joseph Hershey McGillvra, 
station advertising rep agency. 





Wichita, Kan.—Jack Grimmison, 
gag writer and performer at KFBI, 
Wichita, to Ft. Leavenworth for 
army duty. 

Vie Rugh, left KFBI for Omaha 
where he will do newscasting for 
stations KOIL and KFAB. 





Hutchinson, Kans.—Elton Pieplow, 
writer and chief an- 
nouncer for KWBW, to Aberdeen, 
S. D., to join KABR, Mutual affili- 
ate. 





Marion, 0.—Charles F. Beardsley 
has joined WMRN, Marion, O., as 
merchandising manager. He is new 
to radio. 





Regina, Sask.—Bill Walker, CJRM, 
Regina, announcer has joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and 
George Robertson, announcer, as ac- 
cepted other employment. New an- 
nouncers are Bob Hill and George 
Kergan from vaude. Beatrice Belle- 
fleir is doing continuity, replacing 
her sister, Lillian, who was married 
recently. 








Pittsburgh—Walter Thompson, en- 
gineer at station WCAE, to WGN, 
Chicago. His wife is Delle Gillis, 
radio actress. 





Toledo—Roy Smith and his Ten- 
tesseeans, hillbilly musical group, 
left WSPD, Toledo, for the summer 
July 20, and will return to the sta- 
tion about Sept. 1. 

Jon Ames new announcer at 
WSPD. He has had four years’ work 
on the university station, WKAR. 





Chicago—At WJJD, Al Hollender, 
press. chief, moves into post as as- 
sistant to the president, but will 
continue handling the handouts. 

Herb Sherman has been named 
national sales-manager, while Dave 
Bennet, who formerly had his own 
agency, joins WJJD as local sales 
chief. 





Buffalo — Cliff Jones, erstwhile 
WGR-WKBK announcer, appointed 
general manager of WBTA in near- 
by Batavia. 

Sig Smith leaves WGR- WKBW 
speiling staff this weekend to do 
spots at WIS, Columbia, S. C. 





Atlantic City--Earle Godfrey, for- 


merly chief engineer of WBAB, 
Press union Newspapers’ Station, 
has been named manager. He suc- 


ceeds John L. McClay. 





Nashville—Don Murray is new Esso 
Reporter and Russell Wyly is new 
announcer at WLAC. 

WSIX has added George Anderson 
to announcing staff. Anderson re- 
placed Wyly. 

Minnie Pearle, Grand Ole Opry 
|performer, has joined Joe Frank’s 
Golden West Cowboys on their tours 
during the remainder of the summer. 
St. Louis—Warren Champlin has 
returned to gabbing berth at KXOK. 
Left this station to go to WKRC in 
Cincinnati. Harry K. Renfro has 
been upped to News Editor and 
Publicity Director at KXOK. Suc- 
ceeds Bruce Barrington who now is 
in khaki, 








Des Moines—Betty Briggs, who has 
been with WOI, the Iowa State Col- 
lege radio at Ames, for four years 
quits Aug. 20, to join KSO-KRNT, 
Des Moines, 





Schenectady.—Merrill C. Phillips 
transferred effective Aug. 1 to KGEI, 
the GE international short-wave sta- 
tion in San Francisco. 





Burlington, Ia.—Ken Lufkin sum- 
mer program director at the Drake 
University radio school, Des Moines, 
has joined KBUR as an announcer 
and continuity writer, 
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50,000 Watt Cocktails.’ 


Boston—Bill Elliott, ‘Singing Cop’ 


Elliott Day.’ 


Susannah,’ while spinning a rope. 


of WCCO to broadcast that he was 


Hanson. 


a os Ee 


Radio Daffodils - 


On another portion of the card there’s the cocktail’s recipe. 
a mixture of gin, Cointreau, lime, mint and fine ice. 


home town, Hampton Beach, N, H., 


——; 


New York City—WBAL, Baltimore, is treating agency time buyers and 
advertisers located in New York to drinks by a novel route as part of the 
station’s celebration of its recent power boost. 
the enclosed card upon presentation at any Longchamps restaurant or the 
Raleigh Room, Hotel Warwick, will entitle them to two special ‘WBAL— 


Recipients are told that 


Latter is 





on WEEI, kas been honored by hig 
where every Tuesday will be ‘Bill 





San Francisco.—Bennie Walker, KCO Amateur Hour m.c., has long 
passed the stage of surprise, but had to admit an act on his show last 
week was a bit different: A Chinese boy in cowboy costume singing, Oh 





Minneapolis.—Mayor-elect M. L. Kline asked and received permission 


as much in the dark as the general 


public over the abrupt resignation and disappearance of his police chief, 
E. B. Hanson, after the latter had served only nine days. In his radio talk, 
Mayor Kline accused the ‘underworld’ of trying to discredit his adminis- 
.tration and promised again that, despite all embarrasments, he'd rout 
the racketeers. He asked the public to withhold judgment until he located 
(Further details in Vaudeville department.) 





NESTLE’S NEW COFFEE 
NOW TRYING CHICAGO 


San Francisco, July 22. 

Nestle, which has been jumping 
from market to market with its Nes- 
cafe (powdered coffee), is now taking 
a whirl at Chicago with a series of 
twice-weekly early morning quar- 
ters on WBBM. Deal was set by 
Gordon Owen of Radio Sales office 
here, 

St. Louis and New York markets 
got the previous shots. 








More Radio Attorneys 


Washington, July 22. 

Eight more applicants to practice 
radio law before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission were bun- 
dled up by the FCC Bar Committee 
last week with three New Yorkers 
heading the list. 

George Keenan Hourwich, Bennett 
Frankel and Paul Andrew Lands- 
man were the three Manhattanites 
swelling the forces of Washington 
lawyers taking care of the bedevilled 
industry. thers were: Thompson 
Kurrie, Indianapolis; Robert H. 
Fowler, Detroit; Kenneth C. Davis, 
St. Paul, Minn.; Denham A. Maupin, 
Washington, D. C., and J. A. Prit- 
chett, Windsor, N. C. 


WRUL’s New Hub Quarters 


Boston, July 22. 

Shortwaver WRUL is moving its 
studios from the University Club to 
Commonwealth avenue here. Ex- 
pect to take over Aug. 1. 

This station has recently received 
congressional funds to expand its 
shortwave program to South 
America. 














KDAL, Duluth Ups Power 


Chicago, July 22. 

Free & Peters rep outfit last week 
was handed contract as exclusive 
national representatives of KDAL, 
Duluth-Superior. 

This is simultaneous with FCC 
okay for station to build power to 
1,000 watts on 610 kilocycles. Sta- 
tion, a Columbig affiliate, has been 
operating at 250 watts on 1,490 
waveband. 





KTHS Now Full Time 


Hot Springs, Ark., July 22. 

Station KTHS, local NBC-Blue 
outlet, is now operating full time. It 
has 10,000 watts power daytime and 
1,000 watts at night. 

_Formerly the station was off the 
alr part-time and had 5,000 watts’ 
power at night. 





WIZE POWER UPPED 

io ee O., July 22. 
Station WIZE, Springfield, O., 
basie Blue network outlet of NBC, 
has increased its power from 100 
watts to 250 watts. 
The station gontinues on a fre- 
queney of 1340 kilocycles, 





‘Rue Principale’ (‘Main Street’) 
Oxydol-sponsored Procter & Gamble 
show on CBF, CKAC, CBV (Quebec 
City), and al] over Quebee province 
in French, clieked off 1,000th broad- 
cast on Jwy 10. Eddie Beaudry 
writes serial. 





WEAVER SCHOOL 
FIC-REBUKED 


Washington, July 22. 
The Federal Trade Commission has 
issued a cease and desist order 
against Howard S. Weaver, head of 


the ‘Weaver Real Estate Appraisal 
Training Service’ of Kansas City, 
Mo. Radio and published adver- 
tising that land appraising is an ‘un- 
crowded field, lacking qualified men’ 
and that ‘various loan agencies of the 
Government, as well as private in- 
dustry’ are waiting impatiently to 
employ ‘men trained by the re- 
spondent’ was dismissed as pure 
bushwah by the Commish. 

It was also stated that salaries up 
to $3,800 a year and earnings of from 
$175 to $300 a month are extremely 
unlikely for Weaver graduates. 


KXYZ, KPRC IN TEXAS 
SHARE ONE ANTENNA 


Houston, July 22 


The Federal Communications 
Commission has granted an okay 
for station KXYZ and KPRC to 
make joint use of one antenna for 
day and night operation. 

At tre present time KXYZ ope- 
rates on 1,470 kilocycles with a 
power of 1,000 watts, while KPRC 
broadcasts on 950 kilocycles with a 
power of 5,000 watts daytime and 











1,000 watts nighttime. KPRC is 
slated for operation on 1,320 kilo- 
cycles with 5,000 full time power 
when KTRH, present occupant of 


that frequency shifts to 740 kilo- 
cycles with 50,000 watts within the 
next few months, 

KPRC is controlled by the Hous- 
ton Post while KXYZ is owned by 
the Harris County Broadcasting Co. 
of which Tilford Jones is president. 


San Diego’s FM Station 


San Diego, July 22. 

First FM station here (and second 
in California) went on the air this 
month. It’s W6XEP on 31.46 mega- 
cycles, operated by San Diego Con- 
solidated Gas & Electric Co. with 25 
watts power. Staticless juicer being 
used as part of a radio communica- 
tion system between headquarters 
and service trucks in the field, three 
of which have already been fitted 
with mobile equipment operating on 
33.06 megs. 

First FM station in the state was 


that used by Gomper’s trade school 
in Frisco. 
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Those English 


Family Names 





Radio announcers always get the 


Toronto, July 22. 
pronunciation of names correctly— 


that being part of their job—but sometimes such news-mentions leave 


newspaper readers bewildered. 
names baffle not only foreigners, 


In England, for instance, certain sur- 


but the natives themselves. That 


goes for Beauchamp (Beecham), Cholmondeley (Chumley), Marjori- 


banks (Marchbanks). 
Replacing General Sir Archibald 
the Middle East Forces is General 


Percival Wavell as Commander of 
Sir John Claude Ey:: Auchinlc :k. 


This registers with your newspaper-reader as phonetically simple as 
it looks, but the family pronunciation of their surname is ‘Affleck,’ and 
when that pronunciation is punctiliously used by radio announcers, 
radio-listeners may be forgiven for wondering who ‘Affleck’ is when 
they thought it was Auchinleck (pronounced by them Okinlek), who 
was announced as taking over the Middle East job. 











Soviet Embassy Erects Equipment 
To Pick Up Moscow Broadcasting 





Washington, July 22. 

Those queer-looking poles which 
suddenly sprouted from an area of 
pastureland, directly in back of a 
swanky estate in Washington's 
Chevy Chase area, were explained 
Sunday (20) when it was learned 
that the Russian government—con- 
scientiously patty-caking with the 
U. S. Department of State—has built 
a powerful short-wave radio for the 
purpose of contacting Moscow di- 
rectly. 

On the well-kept estate of the 
late Rudolph Kauffman, leased by the 
Soviet Embassy, numerous crudely- 
chopped posts, of varying lengths, 
have been intriguing Washingtonians 
who pass the place each morning en 
route to downtown jobs. Looked 
like the efforts of a radio ham, until 
taller and more efficient looking 
poles were established. 

Horse-trade between the U. S. and 
the U..S. S. R. was seen when it was 
alleged that this Government would 
demand similar facilities in Russia, if 
America wanted this done. 

Spokesman of the Soviet Embassy 
here could not see anything news- 
worthy about the erection of the 
mysterious poles. 

‘Just some people listening in to 
the news from Moscow,’ he ex- 
plained. 


WBOS, BOSTON, AIMS 
PROGRAMS AT EUROPE 


Boston, July 22. 
WBOS, Westinghouse shortwave 
Station here, yesterday (21) began 
broadcasting an hour of news and 
music in English beamed at Europe 
and Great Britain. This brings sta- 








tion’s daily broadcasting hours to 
nine, 

An hour in Portugese will be 
added next Monday (28), a second 


hour in French on Aug. 4, and an ad- 
ditional hour in English on Aug. 11, 
will bring its broadcasting hours to 
12 daily. 

F. P. Nelson is manager of interna- 
tional broadcasting for Westinghouse. 


HENRY SHAPIRO REPS MBS 


Alice Leone Moats Unable to Ar- 
range Shortwave Facilities 








Henry Shapiro, UP correspondent 
in Moscow, is now also representing 
Mutual there. Made his first short- 
wave broadcast Monday (21) night 
to the US. 

Assignment was first given to 
Alice Leone Moats, correspondent 
for Collier’s mag. However, she was 
unable to arrange use of shortwave 
facilities there. 


MEXICO OKAYS © 
FOUR STATIONS 








Mexico City, July 22. | 
Ministry of Communications has | 
granted permits for four more com- | 


mercial stations and 37 amateur out- | 
ilets. New commercial allocations | 
are to be in Ciudad Juarez, across | 
|from El Paso, 1,000 watts; Navajoa, | 
located in the northwest border | 





| 
| state of Sonora, 500 watts: Orizaba, | 
industrial center of Vera Cruz state, 
250 watts, and Tuxpan, Vera Cruz 
oil port, 250 watts. 

All are slated to be in operation 
by the end of the summer. 





Gen. Motors’ Mex Musicales 





Mexico City, July 22. | 
| General Motors of Mexico and its 
|distributors throughout this republic | 
| are intensively publicizing their cars 
and trucks by a radio campaign from | 


llocal stations XEQ (50,000 watts) 
and its short wave radio outlet 
XEQQ. Program is for an hour 


every Sunday evening and features a 
48-piece symphonic orchestra con- 
|ducted by Dr. Ernest Roemer. Out- 
|standing Mexican soloists perform. 

| These concerts are to be given for 
three months. 

















| pleted with 


| the studios, 
; | altitude of 7,450 feet. 
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London, July 1. 

Pianist Mark Hambourg’§ and/| 
daughter, Michal, bracketed in pres- | 
entation ‘BBC Presents.’ It marks | 
50th year of his playing for the pub- 
lic. 

Royal Command performance of 
variety, at the Palace in 1912 (‘the 
first) will be aired by BBC as an/| 
experiment. Recording unit has an 
actual impression made at the time, 
and where this fails to fit will use 
discs of the acts concerned. These 
cover George Robey, Vest Tilley and 
Alfred Lester, among other a.k.’s. 


Bernard Miles in another radio 


spurt, this time in a dialect monolog. 





Rawicz and Landauer, piano team, 
guesting on ‘Monday Night at Eight.’ 





Geraldo unable to fulfill his annual 


visit to the Palace, Blackpool, due | 


to his BBC commitments. 





Harry Foster crashing radio script- 
ing biz. Has just completed 15 min- 
ute musical show which has been 
auditioned by the BBC, and is wait- 
ing to hear okay for six sessions 
with option. Topping cast is Leigh 
Stafford (and Louise), American 
dancer who is making his debut as 
singer, with the BBC impressed. 





Cyril Ritchard, musical - comedy 
lead and now with Firth Shepherd’s 
current West End show, featured 
artist in ‘Stars in Their Courses.’ 





Nat Gonella back to radio with his 
swing outfit. 





returning with their comedy session 
‘Send for Doctor Dick,’ 
off. 


Sonnie Hale and Doris Hare are| 
| 


after a lay-| 





' 

Harry Pogson, clarinetist with | 
Jack Payne’s outfit, guesting on ‘In 
Town Tonite’ and telling of his col-! 
lection of odd instruments. Has a} 
double-bass clarinet—enly one in| 
England—and demonstrated for rug-| 
cutting. 





Adele Dixon and Syd Walker 
signed by BBC to support film) 
comics Lucan and McShane in thei 
new airer. | 
Joe Marsala drawing a special disc | 





}session under sponsorship of Radio | 
i Rhythm Club. 





KABC NEWSCASTER TO | 
SHORTWAVE FROM MEX. 


San Antonio, July 22. | 
John W. Scott, KABC news 
analyst, who airs the nightly Schlitz | 





newscast to the Texas State Net- 
work from here will make flying 
trip on Aug. 1 to Latin-America 


countries and will present his views 
from Mexico and other countries by 
short wave whick will be relayed 
to the KABC listening post and re- | 
broadcast at his regular news period. | 

Preliminary tests have been com- 
short wave stations in 
Mexico City for the first broadcasts. 





The Altitude Problem 


Mexico City, July 22. | 
The staff and artists of local radio 
station XEQ and the numerous pub- | 





|lic that attends its shows are rejoic- | 
ling for 


soon they will no longer! 
have to climb four flights of stairs to 
severe exercise at this 

XEQ is to 
late summer. 


install an elevator in 


Return O’Hearn to CFCF 


Montreal, July 22. | 

Five-minute talk by Walter | 
O’Hearn on ‘Stories Behind the 
News’ sponsored by National Brew- 
eries which had been dropped for a 
time by its sponsor and had been 
held as sustaining program by CFCF, 
has been renewed until end of year. 
"Many letters of regret when 
dropped and high program rating 
led to renewal which is for six days 
per week, Monday through Saturday, | 
on Canadian Marconi station CFCF. | 








Allen’s Canadian Course 
Vancouver, B. C., July 22. 
University of British Columbia is 


teaching radio script writing this 
summer. 
Lecturer is Dr. Robert B. Allen, 





of Indiana University. 


Logged for Info 


,’ 
a 
| 
| 





RETURNS TO PERU 


Robert Stiglich at Mutual 
February Studying Radio 





Since 





Robert Stiglich, in New York 
since February to familiarize him-, 
|self with U.S. and Mutual network | 
radio, has returned to Lima, where | 
|he’ll set up Mutual headquarters for | 
Peru. 
| When he arrives home, Stiglich| 
'will get his first look at his child, | 
born during his stay in the US. 


Argentine Would 
Study Its Radio to 





Congressional 
local 


Formation of a 
Committee to study all 


been proposed in the Chamber of 
Deputies here. A. Rodriques Araya, 
Radical, from the Province of Santa 
Fe, who presented the motion, said 
that radio here was currently ‘oper- 
ating under a transitory system that 
must end in view of technical ad- 
vance.’ 





| America on Aug. 1, 


Aid Advancement 


| boats, which take about 2'% weeks to 


| 
Buenos Aires, July 22. 





Added that local broadcasters and | 
associated companies have worked | 
for some time under precarious per-| 
mits that have not allowed them to} 
develop satisfactorily. All but three! 
or four of the 42 Argentine stations 
operate under the same sale of time 
for advertising purposes as do sta- 


tions in the U. S. and a one-year 
license as in U. S. 

During recent weeks Radio E)) 
Mundo, one of the two most im- 


portant Argentine stations and the 
only one with a 15-year permit (won 
in a government competition), was | 
severely warned for broadcasting 
several comedies ‘which contained 
expressions not adjusted to the cul- 
tural precepts imposed by our 
rulings.’ 

Radio the 


' 


Belgrano—which _is 


|other top leader—was suspended for | 


'six hours for 


‘reiterated breach on 
the regulations on broadcasting ex- 
cessive amount of advertising.’ 


Radio Callao, only B. A. station| 
regularly broadcasting pro - Axis 
Stefani (Italian) and Transocean 
(German) news bulletins, was re- 


cently ordered off the air for 48 
hours for breach of Argentine neu- 
trality laws 


Yankee Shortwave Programs Now 


of Latin Listeners 


Program schedules of U. S. short- 
wavers, which the Council for 
National Defense (Rockefeller Com- 
mittee) will begin sending to South 
will be issued 
in six editions in three languages. 
Council two weeks ago received a 
$50,000 appropriation from Congress 
for the project. 

Pocket-size pamphlets will come 
out once-a-week in English, Spanish 
and Portuguese. Half-dozen editions 
will cover all the S. A. time zones, 
so that local audiences will have 
none of the difficulty of transposing 
eastern standard time to fit their 
particular area. 

About 50,000 copies a week will be 
shipped south. They will go to em- 
bassies, consulates, American expor- 
ters, banks, chambers of commerce 
and every other possible distributing 
point. It was originally hoped to 
air-mail them down, but that has 
been found to be impractical. In- 
stead, printing schedule will be ar- 
ranged so that the deadline im- 
mediately precedes sailing date of 


reach Buenos Aires. 
Don Francisco, chief of the com- 
munications division of the CND, 


and| said last week that a plan is afoot to 


foreign broadcasting legislation has| rotate the privilege among the short- 


wavers of slipping an insert into the 
pamphlets each week to announce 
new programs or special broadcasts. 
Otherwise the logs wili be limited to 
listings. 

Commerce Department last week 
discontinued the short-wave pro- 
gram skeds it was sending to S. A. 
These were only in English, all in 


eastern standard time and were 
printed more than seven weeks in 
advance, making them of little 
value, 





Ballyhoo for Insurance 


Plan of Mex President 


Mexico City, July 22. 

Radio is being used for the first 
time in Mexico to plug insurance. 
That is being done by the Federal 
Government on the weekly ‘National 
Hour,’ broadcast by the official sta- 
tions with the cooperation of some 
private studios for the national so- 
cial insurance law, sponsored by 
President Avila Camacho, which is 
being prepared for the new con- 
gress which opens Sept. 1. 

Insurance experts explain this law 
'and its advantages are pointed out 
by labor leaders. These programs 


; are aimed particularly at workers. 





Helen Hiett, commentator on NBC 
blue, to Toronto last week for a sur- 


| vey of conditions in the Dominion, 


and broadcast to the United States 
from the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp.’s Toronto studios. 
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Follow-Up 


Comment 





Louis Fischer, author of recently- | 
ublished autobiographical, ‘Men and 

olitics,” in a guester on Columbia, 
offered pertinent, revealing comment 
on German-Russian war. Fischer, | 
who spent 14 years in the Soviet as | 
well as some time in Germany and | 
other countries, seems a good bet as 
a commentator during this phase of 
the war. He declared Russia could 
not ‘defeat’ Germany but might stave 
off the Nazis until October, thus 
keeping Germany from an attempted 
invasion of England this year—the 
only way in which Germany can win 
the war. Morale of the German 
people will be affected, he th yught, 
what with the many men killed, the 
long trains of wounded, etc. Said 
Fischer: ‘Many countries but rela- 
tively few men have gone down 
under Hitler... this is the first time 
Germany has had big battle losses. 





Lisa Sergio, who does a ‘Column 
of the Air’ five mornings a week on- 
WQXR. New York, is also subbing | 
as news commentator on the same 
station for the vacationing Quincy 
Howe. As heard Thursday (10) 
night. she’s doing an impressive job. 
Shrewdly shunning the headline 
topics that nearly all the network | 
commentators discuss, she takes sis- 
nificant but lesser-known subjects 
and talks of them informatively and 
authoritatively. Miss Sergio has 
distinction of voice, pronunciation, 
expression. Discussed diplomatic 
and economic ramifications growing 
out of the Stalin-Hitler break, in 
particular the chances of a new set- 
up of nations after the present war | 
—such as a Pan-Slav bloc, Latin | 
bloc, Western bloc and*an Atlantic | 
bloc. It was a fascinating discussion 
and one no other radio commentator | 
has been heard to mention. Second | 
topic, stemming from the departure | 
of Axis diplomats from the U.S., was 
the Nazi-Fascist propaganda roots in| 
America and the German penetra- | 
tion, particularly by patent control, 
of Amecric2n industry. Miss Sergio | 
revealed that her information was 
based on a report by the Attorney 
General's office and she announced 
that she had a few copies, which 
listeners could obtain. 





Pall Mall’s ‘Modern Design’ re- 
corded spot announcement, commer- 
cial radio’s current migraine, got 
away from the WOR panel-man | 
Wednesday (16) afternoon. Imme- | 
diately following the ‘We Are Al- | 
ways Young’ serial, the announce- 
ment hit the ozone with enough vol- 
ume to lift the roof off a dialer’s 
home. After all these weeks, the 


fishbowl] boys ought to have learned | 


to turn down the volume before that 
platter goes on. Still hadn’t finished 
when the announcement was over, 
for he never did get around to turn- 
ing down the volume control. 


Leland Stowe, subbing Tuesday 


(15) night for Raymond Gram Swing | 


over WOR-Mutual, provided an en- 
lightening and absorbing analysis of 


the situation on the various war 
fronts. Without attempting hot- 
from-the-war-office scoops, sensa- 


tional predictions, or even far-reach- 
ing opinions, the UP war correspond- 
ent offered a simple, factual and 
seemingly logical discussion of world 


events. Particularly interesting was 
his searching consideration of the 


‘long-term factors’ of the Soviet-Nazi 
war, which he was inclined to be- 
lieve may prove to be prohibitively 
costly to Hitler even if he wins it. 
Stowe likened Germany’s position to 
that of Japan in China and called 


Chinese resistance as baffling as a} 


‘wall of feathers.’ That was merely 
one of a number of bits of vivid 
writing in the script. Corresnondent 
has a nasal, but not unpleasant, 
voice, a deliberate mike manner and 
excellent enunciation. 





Cornelius Vanderbilt 
board chairman of Pan-American 
Airways, spoke Tuesday (15) night 
over WABC-CBS on ‘The Struggle 
for Inter-American Trade Ways.’ 
Talk was under the auspices of the 
Inter-American Commercia] Arbitra- 
tions Assn. 
a self-prepared script, 
carefully-reasoned, 
tive-side, authoritative picture of 
Axis penetration in Latin America. 
But although his material was meaty, 
the program was progressively dull. 
Whitney has what might be called a 
cultivated New York accent, appar- 


Whitney, 


he gave a 
on-the-conserva- 


ently a repugnance for pushing him- | 


self forward and, perhaps as a con- 
Sequence, little sense of showman- 
ship. Just a trifle more colorful writ- 
ing would have given the script some 
life. Or a zingier speaker could have 
=< the same script sound more 
vital. 





‘Young Widder Brown,’ on NBC- 
Red {pr Bayer asperin, is ‘the story 
of a young mother’s conflict with the 
dictates of her heart.’ In other 
words, she’s one of those beautiful 
and loving, but oh-so-long-suffering 
serial heroines. And as heard re- 
cently, the show is something of a 
trial to the listeners as well as to 
g It appears she 
has just helped a couple of her 
friends elope, which burns her pros- 
ective ma-in-law,. sour old Mrs. 


|the air by accident. 


; SO 


| commercials 


Obviously reading from | 


worse. Widder Brown and_ her 
young daughter Jane get together 
for a good cry that cheers them both, 
however, and, anyway, the author 


i} would never let the heroine marry 


that heel Anthony. Installment 
caught was surprisingly rough, pos- 
sibly from sloppy direction or un- 
der-rehearsa!. Commercials are the 
steady pounding sort. 

‘We, the Abbotts,’ the author claims 
to believe. is ‘the story of an Ameri- 
can family in today’s uncertain 
world—of a father and mother strug- 
gling to protect their home and fam- 
ilv. As heard Wednesday (16) on 
NBC-Red, it’s also a palpably-phony 
victure of Broadway-show business 
life for yokel audience consumption. 
Seems John Abbott, a school teacher- 
playwright. has come to the wicked 
city to get his opus produced and has 
fallen into the clutches of an un- 
scrupulous producer. While assorted 
hangers-on get soused in the Abbott 
apartment into the wee hours, a press 


| agent (overdoing a John Barrymore- 
| ham impersonation) sets in a scrap 


with the producer snd “oins to get 
even by ruining Abbott. Yarn is 
painfully transparent and only the 
producer, Abe Brenner, was credible 
on the evisode caught. Commercial 
writer for Best Foods appar- 
ently has a crush on the word ‘de- 
lectable.’ Repeated it endlessly 
about Hellmann's mayonnaise and 
sandwich spread. 


rane 
C y 





‘The Goldbergs’ isn't one of the 
oldest and most populsr serials on 
It remains a 
believable, warm-hearted,  action- 
filled story of lifelike people and in- 
herently human situations. And, not 
incidentally, authoress Gertrude 
Berg is a subtle and convincing ac- 
tress in the leading role of Mollie 
Goldberg. Caught recently on NBC- 
Red, the show related an incident in 
the Goldberg home, with motherly, 
generous Mollie moving in and out 
of the action and through the lives 


of the other characters. "There was 
one brilliant bit of scripting as 
Sammy Goldberg told his mother 


how good and wise she was and she 
erew philosophical for a moment. 


|Then, without being overdone, that 
| line of palaver was 


interrupted by 
the entrance of*another character. 
By underplaying the rest of the cast, 
Mrs. Berg creates a curious sense of 
impending drama and, incidentally, 
retains the emphasis on the impor- 
tant Mollie Goldberg character. Duz 
make considerable use 
of the ‘Duz does everything’ kind of 
alliteration. 


‘Just Plain Bill’ ‘the title) is just 


about the only plain thing in the 
NBC-Blue serial. Even the product, 
| Anacin, hasn't just one ingredient, 


but three. And the headaches it 
{cures aren't just plain headaches. 
| They're neuritic or neuralgic head- 
aches. As for the script, well, all 
the characters are running around 
|from crisis to crisis like crazy. First 
thing they know, they'll all be taking 


{Anacin. In a way, they're taking it 
|now—and for plenty. Just Plain 
|Bill Davidson is. an_ exception, 
though. He isn't like that. MHe’s 


calm and quiet and gentle and sym- 
pathetic and tolerant and under- 
standing and kind, but still firm and 
strong and wise. It seems Clay was 


jealous of his stepson, Tommy, 50 
the kid ran away. Now Faith is 
through with Clay and he’s des- 
;perate. But oniy Just Plain Bill 
| knows that Edgar, Faith’s legally- 
|dead first husband, is really alive, 
| though dangerously ill. But Bill 


ain’t talkin’. Things are in a fright- 
|ful fix. Pass the Anacin, pardner. 
| There was a sly chuckle on the 
| Wednesday (16) stanza caught when, 
| amid the hopeless despairing search 
| for young Tommy, a bit of back- 
|ground music was recognizable as 
| ‘Nellie Gray’ (which has the lyric, 
‘And I'll never see my darling any 
'more’). Musical theme for the show, 
i‘Polly Wolly Doodle,’ is supplied by 
harmonica and guitar. f 


sania 
‘John’s Other Wife,” on WJZ-NBC, 
has well-defined and rather likeable 


characters, which should prove a 
steady pull for listeners. As heard 
recently, there appeared to be a 
growing ripple on the normally- 


serene surface of the Perry household. 


Seems Elizabeth 1s typing a manu- 


|script for a handsome young play- 
wright ‘any serial fan knows all 
|playwrights are young and _ hand- 


some) and that means working in 
the living room ,with John tossing 
and turning fretfully upstairs in bed. 
Now, under Elizabeth's sympathetic 
| inspiration, the author is doing some 
rewriting, so that'll delay comple- 
j tion of the job. But, as the day’s 
teaser tag explained, ‘We all know 
how badly the Perrys need the 
'money.’ Anyway, Granny is there. 
| And the Perry children, with two of 
l the squawliest kid voices in AFRA 
; history, have gone to visit Mr. and 
| Mrs. Manners in the couniry. It all 
has the sound of an approaching 
tempest in a studio. But good com- 
mercial serial material. There’s a 
guitar and vocal musical theme. 
Edna Wallace Hopper commercial 
copy about blackheads is pretty re- 
volting. 








oring. Anthony Loring, the fiance, 
takes his mother’s part, the dope, | 
which makes things that much) 


_ ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ may 
live to be as old as ‘Ma Perkins,’ but 
she’ll obviously never improve her 








| 
| 





| 
| 


20 Winks 


Jerry Lawrence (WOR) is be- 
coming important on New York's 
night air. He's in there pushing 
on the reins. At 2:30 one morn- 
ing last Week he plugged a line 
into Glen Island Casino to pick 
up a Charlie Spivak rehearsal. 
This half hour happened to curl 
up and lay there, but the idea is 
all right and could stand another 
try. It probably taught Law- 
rence two things—that these un- 
rehearsed affairs need rehears- 
ing, and don’t let bandleaders 
pick the tunes the a.m. 
rivalry between Lawrence and 
Stan Shaw has its daily dupli- 
cate in the Allen Courtney- 
Martin Block matinee duel. This 
endless ‘Battle of the Disks’ 
therefore comprises four boys 
and three stations, Shaw and 
Block wearing the same WNEW 
uniform with Courtney in charge 
at WOV. Latter is the most pro- 
fessional of the group . . One 
of Red Barber's assets is that 
he’s not afraid of a dead mike. 
None of the other sports an- 
nouncers seem to have caught 
on, not even Al Helfer. The 
danger of ‘voice monotony’ is a 
double menace to the baseball 
faction If you had a band 
and as much air time as Mutual 
gives Teddy Powell and Les 
Brown, what would you do with 
it? . The announcer work- 
ing with Lopez, for those hotel 
luncheon dansants, deserves bill- 
ing. He’s doing a nice light 
comedy job on material and de- 
livery. 

Shudders of the week, None, 
‘Daddy’ is easing off. 








| serted 
}and attorney John Winter outsmart- 
led the knave, so Dick and Gladys 


| Hobson’s dairy. 


hillbilly vocabulary. She's’ been 
married to that aristocratic young 
Edward Leighton now for two or 
three years, but she still talks like— 
well, like Amanda of Honeymoon 
Hill. Series is apparently successful 
corn for the rural areas. Current 
sequence on NBC-Blue is about Ed- 





ward's friend, Walter, who's been so | 


morose since Olive died. He won't 


even see his baby daughter, whose | 


birth presumably cost her mother’s 
life. Amanda is doing some devious 
plotting to right matters, but no dice 
so far. Meanwhile, husband Edward 
is away. Haley’s M.O. will, as the 
copy writer delicately puts it, cure 
the ‘condition for which you take 
a laxative. 





‘Orphans of Divoree,’ according to 
the intro spiel, is a ‘story of a uni- 
versal problem, the problem of di- 
vorce—the story of Mother Nora, 50 
years old, with several children, for- 


saken by her husband and left to 
face the world alone.’ That gives 


the general idea of the show. Ac- 
cording to the Wednesday (16) chap- 
ter, Mother Nora was almost ruined 


| to 
| screen. 


| could 


|} as frivolous as champagne. 


KAY THOMPSON 


MISCHA AUER 


‘51 East 5lst,” with Erik Rhodes,' ‘The Memoirs of Mischa the Mag- 


Lionel Stander, Everett Sioane,| nificent’ with Wilbur Hatch’s Or. 
Archie Bleyer Orchestra chestra 

Music, Plot, Comedy Comedy, Music 

30 Mins. 30 Mins. 


CBS FORECAST No. 2 
Monday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


Forsaking all hesitation for hur- 
rahs this review will attempt to say 
why ‘51 East 51st’ is a very nice pro- 
fessional job of writing, producing 
and performing. If a slightly super- 
cillious undercurrent of surprise 
runs through the comment, the CBS 
program department will perhaps 
understand that old impressions are 
not easily gotten rid of. And the old 
impression abqut network program 
departments was that they never led 
the way but followed. 


This program has the geod sense to 
discover Kay Thompson in a bigger 
and better way than this first-rate 
artist has heretofore been dis- 
covered. Both as a_ song. stylist, 
where she is among the best, and as 
a leading lady in 


CBS FORECAST Ne. 3 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


The comic Casanova idea has in- 
trigued actors, authors and directors 
before now. Sometimes with lame 
results. Great minds have noted that 
there is a certain monotony about 
| mere sex; which means that it’s got 
to be pretty funny. It was pretty 
|funny Monday night from Holly- 
| wood as No. 3 in Columbia’s pro- 
| posed series of 12 new program of- 
ferings. 

Only students of narrative tech- 
nique can perhaps understand just 
how risky this entertainment tangent 
|is. The program unfolded as an 
‘interview about rent between his 
'landlady and Mischa, self-styled the 
Magnificent. In an attempt to soften 
|; her dunning mood, the ego kid read 





featherweight a chapter from his autobiography. 


aiety (oh, blessed breeze in a heavy Fade-in on incidents. 
8 ; e | What carried the program off the 


world!) Miss Thompson is about the 
most plausible candidate in her class 
for general discovery hereabouts. 
Part of her singing included special 
song lyrics, a kind of material that 


vaudeville appreciaied but radio 
seldom has. 

The goings-on of a program 
formula involving music, plot and 


comedy occur in a mythical smart 
Manhattan cafe called 51 East S5lst, 
of which Kay Thompson is the sing- 
ing star. The program, as written 
and directed by the team of Leonardo 
Bercovici and Robert Sloane, pos- 
sessed on this showcasing a quality 


of engaging urbanity. Action 
stemmed from a series of hokey 
‘interruption’ telegrams from Kay 


Thompson's boy friend in Hollywood, 
Most of the telegrams were framed 
by two members of that usually ob- 
noxious breed, practical jokers, who 
managed in this case to be amusing 
heels. These roles were handled by 
Lionel Stander and Everett Sloane. 

A charmingly wacky Latin man 
about town, with the debonair patter 
of a William Powell, was played by 
Erik Rhodes. How easily this role 
have been over-written and 
over-played and how cleverly it was 
neither. Rhodes emerged here as an 
actor of marked radio possibilities, 
match his clicks on 
At the end of the trial epi- 
sode Ramon, the Latin wack, bought 
the night club to put an end to his 
frequent ejections. 

It’s nothing but romantic nonsense 
It has no 


social significance whatever. Just an 


|enjoyable half hour with a nice assist 
| from Archie Bleyer’s music. Land. 


again by dastardly Cyril Worthing- | 


the 
and 


man who 
divorced 


ton, shamefully 


her. But she 


will have their house, while Barbara 
can go teli Alex he’s a partner in 
But hold on there. 
A telephone call from Mark Findley, 
the real estate man? That looks 
like more trouble ahead. In other 
words, a serial. 
dramatic and 


serial, 


old-fashioned 


| too. 





| right 


‘Helen Holden—Government Girl,’ 


Mutual sustaining serial produced 
out of WOL, Washington, is ‘dedi- 


cated to you, or to anyone who has 
a relative or friend in the Govern- 
ment service,” which gives it just 
about the largest potential audience 
of anything on the air. Regardless 
of that, when heard last week the 
show seemed to have become stalled 
in a backwater. Heroine has given 
a blood transfusion to Miss Berger, 
but when the latter recovers she’ll 
have to take a long vacation. 
keep Helen on the job, so she can’t 
visit her aviator sweetie. That's all 
for the audience-rating, 
every one in the story is pretty up- 
set. Yarn is terribly talky and repe- 
titious. Direction is also lax. Actress 


|playing Helen has a pleasant voice, 





‘those poor people of the tenements.’ 


though not much expression in per- 


formance. Gal called Janey has a 
rough voice and without apparent 
reason reads every line with a 
chuckle. Part of Billie doesn’t 
sound as young as dialog would 
indicate. 


‘Portia Faces Life,’ serial on NBC- 
Red for Post bran flakes, is the ‘story 
of how one woman met and con- 
quered life.” Program itself isn’t 
quite as bad as that. It’s concen- 
trated melodramatic claptrap about 
a femme lawyer (she’s understand- 
ing and sympathetic, but also wise 
and firm with her kid son—get it, 
mother dialers?) who wants to ‘help 


But she may be disbarred because 
of perjured testimony, except that 
it now appears she'll be vindicated 
by a ninth-inning confession. She 
mutters grim slogans at herself, such 
as ‘You can’t right a wrong by find- 
ing excuses for it; that’s dangerous 
appeasement.’ Then she repeats it 
later in the script, as if it were 


That'll | 


but | 


de- | 


‘BARBER SHOP QUARTETS’ 

With O. C. Cash, Wilbur Hatch, Don 
Prindle, Wen Niles, ‘The Flatfoot 
Four, ‘Four Toppers,’ Smiley Bur- 
nette, San Fernando Valley Silver 
Bugle Corps 

25 Mins. 

Sustaining 


| Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 


And a pretty melo- | 


WABC-CBS, New York 

First program of the Gay Nineties 
Society for the ‘Preservation of 
Barber Shop Quartets as an integral 
part of American life’ was a distinct 
disappointment. Singing was sub- 
ordinated to a cheap forced kind of 
humor, badly presented and asinine 


In general effect. Program origi- | 
|nated from St. Louis, where ‘The 





Flatfoot Four’ were heard in a none 
too good routine rendition of ‘Annie 
Laurie. 

Shift- to Hollywood for the San 
Fernando Bugle Corps, which can 
make plenty of noise (mostly ob- 
noxious), and wisecracks dating to 
the pithecantropus erectus. Smiley 
Burnette was introduced as a tenor, 
baritone, bass, or what have you, 
and sang with a trio selected from 
the audience. 

Stuff was pretty poor. Idea de- 
served more than it received. 


|HUBERT KREGELOH 
| News Commentary 


15 Mins.—Local 


ground were the wings of a buoyant 


| script and a lively performance by 


'Auer and by the assisting cast (no 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


credits given). The — successive 
‘passions’ of the hero are peppered 
with double meanings, self-exposing 
contrasts, sudden, unexpected changes 
of pitch and mood. The high-sound- 
ing romantic speech drops to the 
lowdown vernacular like a trapdoor 
in a Mack Sennett comedy under a 
pompous police chief. 

Especially diverting was the so- 
liloquy in which Mischa considered 
appropriating somebody else's invi- 
tation to a wedding supper. It was 
the supper that intrigued him. First 
his bad self urged him to steal the 
ticket and crash the party. Then his 
good self was horrified and said he 
mustn’t. But in the descriptions of 
the food that will probably be served 


; the debate ended by the good self 


stage and| 








becoming even more anxious to go 
than the evil genii. This made for 
mirth. 

Sterling Tracy directed the pro- 
gram from a= script provided by 
Roswell Rogers and Car! Herzinger. 
(Charles Vanda is the CBS Holly- 
wood production head). Wilbur Hatch 


filled in the musical bridges and 
background, all necessary and all 


workmanlike. 
A tough formula carried through 
with skill and an ingratiating humor. 
Land. 
‘STAR SPANGLED THEATRE’ 
With Bert Lytell, Jack ‘Whiting, 
Gloria Stuart, Patsy O'Shea, Gil- 
bert Martin, Paul Laval orch 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 


Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Announced new policy on the 
‘Star Spangled Theatre’ on NBC- 
Blue (WJZ) Sunday nights is to 


| bring to the mike the unsung people 


of the theatre, and radio. That 
sounds like, but isn’t precisely, the 
familiar talent-discovery or new- 
personalities theme. Instead, it ap- 
pears to be to feature names in legit 


|or pictures, but unfamiliar via radio, 


or some of the host of unbilled 
people on network shows. Bert Ly- 
tell is the permanent m.c. for the 
series. 

Recent Sunday chapter in the 


series brought Jack Whiting, of mu- 
sical comedy; Gloria Stuart, of films, 
but now straw-hatting. and Patsy 


| O'Shea, unbilled moppet on various 


| and Paul 





| 
ALBANY PACKING CoO. 
Daily, 7:15 p.m. | 
WSPR, Springfield, Mass. 

Kregeloh, tabbed as a world trav- 
|eler and lecturer, is now doing a 





really that good. On the stanza 
heard there were some poisonous 


commentary on the war news from 
WSPR, Springfield, Mass. over a 
four-station hookup. Latter is called 
‘The First Prize Network’ (from 
trademark name of sponsors prod- 
ucts). Other commentators imme- 
diately ahead or behind newcomer 
may be handicapping considerations 
and repition by the plethora of com- 
mentators and news analyists seems 
inevitable. 

Kregeloh does a pretty fair job. 
Traces of a foreign-accent—so it 
sounds—may be the reason his dic- 
tion does not always possess clear- 


ness. Reading, too, could be a bit 
crisper. Kregelohs viewpoint is def- 


initely anti-dictator. Jaco. 





dog-yapping sound effects. Title part | 
was acceptabiy played, however, and 
there was a notably animated bit by 
the lawyer’s femme secretary. Pos- 
sibly bunk, but probably effective 
merchandising was the stunt of hav- 
ing the ‘food expert’ palaver about 
the vitamin content of Post bran 





flakes. 





| Was 


serials Play was ‘Beyond Tomor- 
row, a sentimental fantasy with a 


| supernatural twist, adapted by Irving 


Strouse 
Daniels. 


from a story by Norman 
Charles Schenck directed 
Laval conducted Ernie 
Watson's atmospheric cue music. 
Although the yarn was overboard 
on pulp-mag gallantry, it had sev- 
eral effective moments. Production 
a trifle skimpy and rough in 
spots, but was expressively directed 
in the key scenes. Whiting sounded 
nervous and flat at the start, but 
improved slightly toward the close. 
Miss Stuart was rightly tremulous, 
but both she and Whiting played too 


much in the unchanging key. The 
O’Shea youngster registered in a 
bit part. Hobe. 


‘AMERICA MAKES UP HER MIND’ 
Dramatic 
45 Mins. 


| Monday, 10 p.m. 
| BBC, London 


Documentary going-over of the 


| rise of war opinion in the U. S. was 


compiled by Robert Speight, radio 
player who was in America up till a 
few months ago. Script attempted 
chronicling American attitude in 
general to what was first considered 
strictly Europe’s business and then 
seen as spreading into everybody's 
business, 

Not presented with particularly ar- 
tistic skill, program was jumpy in 
its episodes and rather loosely knit. 
Upon the narrator was thrown most 
of the explanation, as against dra- 
matic formula. Succeeded to extent 
its actors were able. Whoever han- 
dled the Roosevelt speeches was a 
vocal ringer. Personages took up 
most of the fare, politicians, diplo- 
mats, etc.; man-in-the-street playing 
only a minor part and thus leaving 
impression it was more Washington 
making up America’s mind. Opening 
few minutes did, certainly, create the 
idea it was plain John Citizen who 
was concerned here. 
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OUSEWARMING’ 
LAND H 
= Merle Oberon, Don MeNeil, 

Benny Goodman Orchestra, The 

smoothies, Bobby Jellison, Ed 

Prentiss, Curt Roberts, Sharon Lee 

smith, Hildwa Graham, Verne 

Smith 
Music, Gags, Playlet 

Mins. 

HOLLAND. FURNACE 
rsday, 8 p.m. 
TW AF-NB*, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Apropos the reported trend back 
to live talent: here is a rather pre- 
tentious newcomer. And frem Chi- 
cago. The production formula was 
devised by Ross Metzger, radio head 
of the Chicago office of Ruthrauff 
& Ryan, and it represerts clear-cut 
faith of agency and sponsor in en- 
tertainment by entertainers, not en- 
tertainment with a question mark 
(double entendre on that) and use 
of parlor tricks. The first broad- 
cast Thursday (17) proved fairly 
tight and diverting. There will be 
room for improvement in the weeks 
to come, but as a job of organizing 
and starting a series from scratch 
the getaway was okay. “ 

Programs originate from e 
Pe theatre, Chicago. This is 
the Grant park rathskeller of the 
arts which the sponsor has equipped 
with scenery especially designed to 
simulate a home. Benny Goodman’s 
orchestra functions in an alcove, two 
steps up with fancy lighting. One 
side of the set Opens on a garden 
behind whose canvas hedges and 
grass matting is hidden the control 
room. Orchestra and cast are work- 
ing in summer formal. It’s all 
pretty dressed up for tending fur- 
naces. 

Each week some personality has a 
‘housewarming, by which produc- 
tion-advertising device the Holland 
product is tied in with the pro- 
gram’s setting and the rotation of 
stars. First week's personality was 
Merle Oberon. Joan Bennett fol- 
lows. This program presumably will 
make Chicago more than a change- 
trains stop for L.A. to N.Y. and vice 
versa. 

Wallace Gould provided a rather 
skimpy script in which Miss Oberon 
struggled with a husband who 
seemed to suffer from the manic- 
depressive kind of insanity. He was 
alternately a jealous lunatic and 
a lovey-dovey let’s-not-answer-the- 
phone swain. In the process of not 
answering the phone the husband’s 
factory apparently was taken over 
by the man of whom he was jealous. 
That brought on a revival of brain 
fever and a wild pistol shot. ‘What 
a fool I have -been!’ said hubby a 
moment or two later. Ed Prentiss 
did what he could with the fool role. 
Curt Roberts, as the lover-that- 
wasn’t, put feeling into ‘don’t shoot, 
man, don’t shoot.” Sharon Lee 
Smith was a plot-explaining sister. 
Hildwa Graham, as a maid who had 
brought up the jealous husband from 
a child, revealed a distinctive radio 
voice, one that would always iden- 
tify itself. Which must be a busi- 
ness asset in radio. 


The inaugural program had bet- 
ter script luek with the quips of 
Fred Kress, several of which were 
quite amusing. This light comedy 
vein will presumably win friends as 
it can stand developing. The pro- 
gram can also probably extract more 
from Chicago-developed Don Mc- 
Neil, who has hints of the dynamic 
in his delivery and his microphone 
authority. He discharged with big- 
time eclat a spoofing, nervous rou- 
tine in close propinquity to Merle 
Oberon. 

Literary talent may well be the 
program’s number one week-to-week 
problem. Otherwise it seems to have 
a plausible basis as blueprinted by 
@etzger and directed and produced 
by Fritz Blocki. It aims at urbanity 
and smart professionalism. 


Benny Goodman’s music presum- 
ably is a concession to younger lis- 
teners, Most programs _ selling 
things to the homes—paint, electric 
bulbs, radiators, plate glass and 
whatnot—have traditionally chosen 
more orthodox musie. The theory of 
yore was that people with homes to 
Spruce up and coin to spend for that 
purpose were middle-aged. Holland 
takes a departure from that notion in 
buying the fame and special appeal 
of Goodman, who is given several 
chances to wham over some hot 
Ones. Orchestra also gave a musical 
background (a trifle too prominent) 
for the playlet. 

Bobby Jellison did a kidding bit as 
a Western Union singing messenger 
who broke down from stagefright 
and in mock humiliation feared he 
would be drummed out of the serv- 
ice. But he would remain, come 
What might, loyal to the khaki and 
Would not shift to the competitive 
blue of Postal Telegraph. 


Verne Smith is the Holland Fur- 
mace man. The advertising an- 
nouncements on this first show were 
straightaway attention-callers with 
stress on how to locate a dealer and 
the wisdom of making arrangements 
early. They were clear and not 
shrill, Land. 


+ 





Jesse H. Buffum, WEEI, Boston, 
farm director, will break in for five 
minutes during the Saturday noon 
CBS network Country Journal pro- 
8rams, so that farmers in other parts 
of the country can keep posted on 
the New England market. 





| voice but 


‘BRINGING UP FATHER’ 

With Mark Smith, Agnes Moorehead, 
Helen Shields, Craig McDonnell, 
Walter Kinmselia, Neil O'Malley, 
Charles Slattery, Morgan Farley, 
Ann Thomas, Ernest Chappell, 
Merle Kendrick orch 

3@ Mins. 

LEVER BROS. 

Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

During the summer lay-off of ‘Big 
Town,’ Lever Bros. as moved 
‘Grand Centrai Station’ from Tues- 
day night on NBC-Blue to fill the 
Wednesday night spot on CBS and, 
in replacement, is offering this radio 
version of the George McManus car- 
toon strip. It’s an artfully produced 
piece of hokum with similar broad 
comedy appeal (and with the same 
audience limitations) of its newspa- 
per original. Fair enough by sum- 
mer standards. 

Episode dealt with the crisis in the 
Jiggs household when daughter Nora 
decided to get a job at Baxter’s de- 
partment store, thereby threatening 
Maggie’s social ambitions. When 
Maggie put the fix-in with Baxter 
for the gal to get fired, Jiggs and the 
boys in the backroom at Dinty 
Moore’s outmaneuvered her by buy- 
ing $200 worth of toothbrushes at 
Nora’s counter. Piece was a trifle 
attenuated, despite (or possibly be- 
cause of) a succession of capsule 
scenes, and the double-surprise tag 
was not too surprising. However, 
its persistent clowning tended to 
wear down listener resistance, finally 
creating a reasonably rvading 
mood of fun. That despite pretty 
obviously contrived situations and 
ultra-broad characterizations. 

Production, direction and per- 
formance are skillful and clean, and 
the illustrative musical cues also 
helpful. Mark Smith is plausible as 
Jiggs and Agnes Moorehead as Mag- 
gie, particularly in her shrewish mo- 
ments. Helen Shields is satisfactory 
as Nora, Ann Thomas’ timing of 
laugh-lines is uncannily right, while 
Craig McDonnell, Walter Kinseila, 
Neil O’Malley and Charles Slattery 
give accurate portrayals of Jiggs’ 
lowbrow pals. Morgan Farley is 
properly prissy as a store section 
manager. 

Show is produced by the Henry 
Souvaine office. David Shaw, Frank 
Tarloff and Leo Rifkin are the au- 
thors, Carlo DeAngelo directs, Merle 
Kendrick arranges the score and ba- 
tons the orchestra. 

There are three major plugs for 
Rinso. All stress its ‘anti-sneeze’ 
quality as helping the housefrau 
avoid ‘dishpan hay-fever.’ Product 
is also claimed to be quick-acting, 
able to get clothes ‘10 shades whiter’ 
and to be amazingly economical. 
Middle blurb, a_ dramtized fit of 
sneezing by an AFRA actress, is silly. 

Hobe. 


‘RED RIVER DAVE’ McENERY 

With Johnny Anderson, John Stead- 

man 

15 Mins.—Loeal 

LIBERTY MILLS 

Tuesday, Friday, 9:45 p.m. 

WOAI, San Antonie 
(Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead) 

Down here the theory is they never 
tire of cowboy ballads. Positively 
never. Hence one more. This show 
uses a new combo, guitar and organ, 
with songs by ‘Red River Dave’ 
(Dave McEnery), and is tailored for 
the Texas mornings rather than the 
nights. 

McEnery sang songs of the range 
mixed with a few oldies and one 
hymn. He handled all patter him- 
self. Pleasant speaking and singing 
awfully heavy on that 
southern drawl. Also gives the com- 
mercials. 

Johnny Anderson is heard through- 
out the program at the keyboard of 





— 





the Hammond organ. Does a fine job | 


and should be given a bit of a solo | 


job to break up the monotony of the 
patter and songs by McEnery. 
Commercials are slightly indigest- 
ible for Hearts Delight Flour, ‘the 
choice of the Texas housewife for 
ever half a century.” John Stead- 
man is program announcer and does 
what he can. Andy. 


BERKSHIRE BROADWAY 
Serial 
15 Mins.—Local 





HARRY P. OELSEN, INSURANCE | 


Thursday, 7:45 p.m. 
WOKO, Albany 


William Miles’ troupers, who for | 


seven years have come from Stock- 
bridge, Mass., to Albany in singles, 


pairs, larger groups, to be _ inter- 
viewed and do scenes from plays, in 
promotion for the strawhat, are 


broadcasting this summer from the 
theatre itself. via a line to WOKO. 
A serial on the experiences and ad- 
ventures of a young actress striving 
to make Broadway from small as- 
signments in Playhouse productions, 
is really a loose framework in which 
to encompass the mike appearances 
of guest stars and permanent mem- 
bers. Most of the performers play 
themselves, the ‘names’ offering ad- 
vice to the fledgling. Miles himself 
is written into the script, as are al- 
lusions of Stockbridge. spots. 
Although it plugs the company, 
current and coming guests and at- 
tractions. the serial does not, perhaps 
could not under the formula, teil 
much of an engrossing story or have 
an attention-holding plot. MIlusion 
of drama is hardly there. It’s mildly 
episodic at best. Continuity and 
scene shifting are jerky at times. 
Jaco. 





‘HAP HAZARD’ 

With Ransom Sherman, Edna Odell, 
Cliff Seubier, Elmira Roessler, 
Mary Patton, Ray Grant, Durward 
Kirby, Billy Mills orch 

30 Mins. 

JOHNSON’S WAX 

Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 


_ This slapstick outburst probably 
isn’t as bad as it sounds. Intended 
to hold the 9:30 Tuesday night spot 
on NBC-Red (WEAF) during the 
summer layoff of ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly,’ it can only be called a stand- 
in—by no means a replacement, or 
even a substitute. It’s strictly ersatz. 
Fact that ‘the Chicago studio audi- 
ence was so hilarious at the Tues- 
day (15) night’s stanza merely 
proved Chicago studio audiences will 
laugh at anything. But then, studio 
audiences everywhere are notorious. 


Principal comedy formula for the 
show is lots and lots of puns, heavy- 
handed and ranging from infantile to 
odorous. All are presented amid 
frantic uproar and ponderous coy- 
ness. Whole business is supposed to 
be localed at a summer resort called 
Crestfallen Manor, with m.c. Ran- 
som Sherman playing the proprietor, 
Hap Hazard. Cliff Soubier is his as- 
sistant and stooge, Mr. Pittaway, 
while Elmira Roessler and Mary 
Patton are dimwit gals. Ray Grant 
does a Stepinfechit characterization 
called Cyclone. All of this is broken 
up into short bits, separated by mu- 
sical numbers, commercials, etc. 


Edna Odell, with two vocal spots, 
is the redeeming item on the show. 
She’s a forte rhythm singer, with 
good enunciation and _ infectious 
style. Her arrangements are per- 
haps over-elaborate. Billy Mills’ or- 
chestra is merely passable. Dur- 
ward Kirby reads the commercials 
with aggressive breeziness. There 
are numerous plugs for Johnson’s 
Carnu polish, liquid wax, paste wax 
and, in a hitch-hike blurb at the 
close, also cream wax. Show is 
scripted’ by Ransom Sherman, Len 
Levinson and Jack McKnight. Cecil 
Underwood directs. 

Autumn seems far away. Hobe. 


‘THE CRUSTENE RANCH PARTY’ 
With Jim Sanders, John Paul Good- 
win, Harfield Weedin, Floyd Till- 

man, Saddle Pals (6) 

25 Mins.—Regional 
SOUTH TEXAS COTTON OIL CO. 
Friday, 8:35 p.m. 
WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 
(Segall & Weedin) 

From the mythical Flying C Ranch 
(in the studios of KPRC, Houston) 
comes this bit of horse opera. Prob- 
ably okay for Texas after a few kinks 
are taken out. 

Main burden of the program falls 
on the shoulders of Jim Sanders, the 
boss of the ranch. Not only does he 
m.c. the proceedings but he plays 
four distinct comedy characters and, 
also gives out with a bit of a song. 

Musie is furnished by Floyd Till- 
man and the Six Saddle Pals. On 
airing caught two tunes from the pen 
of Tillman were aired, ‘Don’t Be 
Blue’ and ‘Daisy Mae.’ 

Commercial announcements are 
handled by Harfield Weedin and 
John Paul Goodwin, producer of the 
show. If program clicks it’s expected 
to tour Texas theatres as a unit. 


| ‘Land,’ ete. 








Andy. Caen). Wern. 
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COLOR EXPERIMENT 
With Country Dance Society 
20 Mins. 

Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 

WCBW (CBS) New York 

Mark the date: July 17, 1941. It 
probably is a television ‘first.’ At 
the conclusion of its regular black- 
and-white transmissions Thursday 
night there was a 20-minute over- 
the-air telecast by Columbia’s me- 
chanical disc-type color television. 
It was the first viewing by outsiders 
not in a laboratory by cOaxial cable 
relay. This incident was seen in the 
board room of CBS at 485 Madison 
avenue, and came from the Chrysler | 
tower. 

As just what it was called—an ex- | 
periment—the offering was provoca- | 
tive and arresting. Color definition 
was quite clear and the camera re- 
vealed detail surprisingly well. It 
was helpful to have seen the same 
Country Dance Society and Ukra- 
nian costume dancers in black and 
white just ahead of the demonstra- 
tion. 

Many problems remain, of course. 
Whole clusters of problems, in fact, 
have not even been considered. But 
as of July 17, 1941, it is something 
remarkable to see and report, this 
CBS color television developed by 
Peter Goldmark. Land. 





DANCING LESSONS 
Ruth Hopkins, Frank Liebler, Phyllis 
Gray, Billy Lipten 
30 Mins. 
Afternoon, 2:45 
WCBW (CBS) New York 
Not yet commercially licensed, Co- | 
lumbia’s WCBW nevertheless went 
to a full 15-hour weekly television 
schedule as of July 1. It is using 
the opportunity to continue program 
experimentation shooting with high- 
ly mobile iconoscopes. The produc- 








‘AUCTION QUIZ’ 

With Bob Brown, Chuck Acree, Dan 
Donaldsen 

Quiz 

30 Mins. 

STANDARD OIL 

Friday, 7 p.m. 

WLS-NBC, Chicage 


(McCann-Erickson) 


Having had a successful four-week 
trial as a sustainer, this show moves 
into the commercial brackets. It 
offers another variation of the popu- 
lar radio game ‘give away the spon- | 
sor’s money,’ and in doing so gives | 
the listener more of a break than! 
many of its predecessors. | 


Show is dependent upon questions | 
sent in by listeners, written on 
blanks obtained from Standard Oil 
dealers. Then the studio audience is 
divided into seven sections, each sec- 
tion represented by a different sub- 
ject matter, such as ‘Past Presidents,’ 
Each group is confined 
to its particular subject matter, and 
can only answer the question per- 
taining to that subject. Questions 
are auctioned off to the highest 
bidder in each group, with each 
question having a maximum value, 
which is never reached due to a time 
limit on the bidding, and the bid- | 
ders being confined to $1 raises. | 
Phis leaves a balance from which $5 | 
is sent to the dealer, on whose blank | 
the question was written, and $5 to 
the listener who sent in the ques- 
tion. Balance is put into a jackpot. 


Then the highest bidder attempts 
to answer the question, and if suc- 
cessful, receives the amount he bid. | 
If unsuccessful, the money goes to! 
the party who submitted the ques- 
tion. Questions are sufficiently dif- 
ficult to insure that the major part 
of the money will revert to the lis- 
tener. In addition, once during the 
evening the jackpot question is auc- 
tioned off, with the sponsor adding 
an additional $100, and all partici- 
pants throughout, the program are 
awarded a $5 gift coupon. 

Bob Brown as the auctioneer and 
Chuck Acree as quizmaster turn in 
good performances, and commercials 
by Dan Donaldson are brief and to 
the point. This is.a strong mer- 
chandising set-up, and in view of the 
fact that in excess of $500 is givén 
away every week, all quiz contest 
devotees are sure to go for z - 

re) 














PAUL PRY 
Gossip 
5 Mins.—Lecal 
EAGLE VINEYARD PRODUCTS 
Tues., Fri., 5:55 p.m. 
KSFO, San Francisco 
(Garfinkel) 

This is an imitation of an imita- 
tion, a five-minute copy of Herb 
Caen (Regal Amber Beer), the town’s 
spiller. Main difference is that Pry 
has a fair voice as contrasted to 
Caen’s often incomprehensible 
tongue-stumbling. Both, however, 
dabble in the same lame word-dis- 
tortions in strained attempts at clev- 
erness, although Pry seemingly 
doesn’t stretch facts quite as far yet 
in an effort to score a scoop. 

References to local radio and en- 
tertainment talent dealt largely with 
people affiliated with NBC, odd for a 
CBS outlet, although not surprising 
in view of fact that NBC has most of 
the talent in these parts (including 





tion interest of these dancing les- 
sons, in which quite literally two} 
Arthur Murray instructors wil! teach | 
two beginners, lies in the wide | 
spaces, the lack of camera lines, the | 
informality of the whole proceed-| 
ings. « Dick Coogan, as a sort of rov- 
ing emcee, will walk across the floor 
every now and then and make some 
comment on the lessons. All easy- 


‘OPEN HOUSE’ 

With Helen Morgan, Frank Barton, 
Helen Kleeb, Charles Gerrard, 
Sam Moore, Gladys Simpson, Monty 
Mohn, Ricardo’s Orchestra 

Variety 

3@ Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 6:30 p.m. 

KPO, San Franeisco 


It’s finally happened, a variety 
show with a change of pace. Origi- 
nating in the de luxe War Depart- 
ment theatre at the Presidio, pro- 
gram goes transcontinental on the 
Red starting Aug. 2, bringing it into 
New York at 10:30 p.m. Skits, musie 
and gags were the basic ingredients 
of any variety bill, but there was 
something about the way they were 
grouped which took them out of the 
familiar pattern and gave the show a 
freshness. Gene Grant credited with 
the script job and Bob Seal pro- 
duced. 


Ingredients included phony com- 
mercials, two m.c.s, a Topsy-Turvey 
skit, ‘Horace and Hattie’ comedy 
team, a gag using two unsuspecting 
draftees, plus legitimate vocals by 
Gladys Simpson, and interludes by 
Ricardo and his violin. 


First surprise was the blank com- 
mercial, Grant putting a twist on the 
bogus blurbs which pulled belly 
laughs from the soldier audience. 
(After it was over a femme in the 
guest section was heard to remark ‘I 
never did find out who the sponsor 
was.’) Copy was delivered straight 
by Frank Barton, one of the twin 
m.c.s, other being Helen Morgan, 
who was so far ahead of any femme 
m.c, yet miked locally that she may 
not be staying here long after this 
show gets out of town. 


‘Topsy Turvey’ slice was written b 
Sam Moore who enacted it wit 
Monty Mohn—in this case it was the 
story of a draftee pleading with his 
sergeant to let him drill some more 
instead of going out to a dance, 
which had the army audience howl- . 
ing. Horace and Hattie sesh (Charles 
Gerrard and Helen Kleeb) was also 
in camp vein, Horace appearing in 
fatigue uniform while Hattie told 
him to tell the general how to run 
the army. Grant has scripted his 
intros so that although theatre audi- 
ence can’t hear them, they explain 
the laughs on appearance of the 
comics, overcoming the listener- 
irritation on variety shows which 
leave dialers in the dark although 
guffaws are audible. 


Highlight of the preshow is 
selection of two soldiers to appear in 
a subsequent skit. The ways it’s 
done here almost caused a riot; 
femme member of the cast doffed 
her garters and tossed ’em to the 
mob. The two who grabbed the hose 
holders got the nod. 

On the air, Helen Morgan does a 
masterful job of handling the boys— 
She doesn’t know their names or 
what they'll say. The soldiers, like- 
wise, don’t know what they’re sup- 
posed to do until they go on, when 
scripts are shoved into their hands. 
With La Morgan’s adlibbing and the 
soldiers, though nervous, afraid to 
show it before their buddies, a laugh- 
fest ensues which is good both for 
sight and sound audiences. Skits of 
course are simple. 

Aside from. the fact that ‘Open 
House’ is a good show, it’s important 
to Frisco as proof this town can 
originate networthy entertainment. 

Wern. 





‘HIDDEN HISTORY’ 
With Leuis Van Kooten, Alfred 
Binknoff, Henry Gurvey, Cryella 


Dorn, Sidney Castle, Wi m 
Podmore, Verna Raeburn 

| 15 Mins. 

| Sustaining 


| Sunday, 2 p.m. 


WJZ-NBC, New York 
In cooperation with the Library of 


going, unhurried, unstiff. Similarly, | Congress, from whose files materia] 


a cameraman with a hand film set} 
does his shooting in full view of the} 
tele. 

The informality loosens up and} 
makes interesting a routine filler 
that could so easily be as rigid as a} 
German train dispatcher, Land. | 








| 
‘BOTTLENECKS OF 1941’ | 
Soldier Show 
WNBT (NBC), New York 

This may have been funny to the | 
soldiers, and it may have had some 
punch and zip in an auditorium. But 
before the NBC television cameras 
it was unbearably dull. Every item 
was dragged out, nearly everything 
was in slow tempo. The humor was 
too local, too special for more than 
an occasional half-smile’s-worth: via 
sky-pictures, 

Fort Monmouth Signal Corps Re- 
placement Training Centre wrote, 
directed and performed the various 
skits, songs, etc. Although billed as 
‘excerpts’ the suspicion was inevit- 
ably aroused that nobody at NBC 
exercised any of the ruthless cutting 
that might have made this a pass- 
able filler on the novelty value. 
One-third its rambling running 
length would have been more suit- 
able. But then, of course, every- 
body couldn’t have been seen or 
heard or gotten all of those pointiess 
‘credits’ which army morale or free 





show courtesy seems to demand. 


for the scripts is taken, NBC is of- 
fering this 15-minute sustainer Sun- 


| day afternoons on the Blue (WJZ). 


As explained on the Sunday (13) 
chapter, the material isn’t complete, 
but listeners are asked to send to the 
Library of Congress any documents, 
papers or letters in their possession 
which bear on the same subjects. 
Scripts for the series are written in 
Washington and sent to New York, 
to be produced by Charles Warbur- 
ton, of the NBC staff. 

Show caught was a confused piece, 
written by Oscar Saul, about immi- 
grants, where they came from, why 
they came, what they found and 
what they gave. It told three un- 
connected and little-related stories— 
of a Pole who came to the Virginia 
colony, a Scandinavian pioneer in 
Minnesota, and a Portuguese fisher- 
man settler in New England. There 
was also a brief and somewhat in- 
comprehensible bit about a Bohemian 
woman who migrated to Chicago 
one finally returned to her home- 
and. 

Production was obviously handi- 
capped by the muddled nature of the 
script, but did provide a certain con- 
tinuity of mood and atmoshere via 
organ music and sound effects. Type 
of program didn’t allow scope for 
any notable individual performances. 
In general, then, if the programs 
have no more definite idea and story 
line than the one caught, the whole 
series seems so-whatish. Hobe. 
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Menuhin Draws $14,000 at Lewisohn; 
Weather Hurts Many Attractions 





———— vv 


| 
Feature of the Lewisohn Stadium! 
concerts this week was the violin | 
playing of Yehudi Menuhin who ap-| 
peared Monday (21), and played the 
Mendelssohn Concerto in E Minor 
and the Paganini Concerto in D| 
Major. The 24-year old violinist was | 
in top form, dashing off the tech-| 
nical passages with dazzling bravura. | 
An audience of 23,000 jammed the 
Stadium, paying about $14,000 to 
hear the concert. Orchestral part of 
the program included works of Lalo, 
Walton, Bruckner, and Shostakovitch, 
Efrem Kurtz conducted. 
Crowd of about 5,000 paying 
around $2,200 witnessed the Tuesday 
(15) concert of Franck, Smetana, 
Wagner, Warlock and Enesco works. 
Reginald Stewart on the podium, 
Wednesday (16), Mendelssohn, 
Brahms, Ravel, Mackenzie, Albaniz- 
Arbos, and Weinberger drew 3,500 
or $1,500 under Stewart. Thursday 
(17), was rained out, and Friday (18), | 
drew 16,000 for the Ballet Russe De 
Morte Carlo. Presentations were 
‘Swan Lake,’ ‘Petrouchka,’ ‘Prince 
Igor, Serenade, ‘Scheherazade,’ 
‘Spectre De La Rose,’ and ‘Capriccio 
Espagnol,’ this also including Sun- 
day (20), when 22,000 admissions 
were tabbed. Total gross for the 
two was approximately $19,000. 
Saturday (19) was rained out. 


ITALY STILL HAS 
OPERA DESPITE 
THE WAR 


Rome, June 22. 

Despite the serious war situation 
Italian opera continues to flourish. 
Seasons during the summer are be- 
ing presented here, in Naples, Turin 
and Milan. Cost to vox pop is ex- | 
ceptionally low, ranging from 25¢ | 
to $1. | 

Among the singers who have been 
heard at the Metropolitan’ or 
throughout the U. S. who are ap-, 
pearing are Beniamino Gigli, Maria 
Caniglia, Mafalda Favero, Giuseppe 
Be Luca, Gina Cigna, Galliano 
Masini, Alessandro Ziliani, and Ebe | 
Stignani. | 

Giacomo Lauri Volpi has refused | 
to appear in Italy, having retired to | 
his estate in Valencia, Spain. 























Serge Prokefieff’s Latest | 
Piece Reaches Parmelee; 


Horowitz Will Introduce 


Horace J. Parmelee, vice-president | 
of Columbia Concerts Corp., has re- 
ceived Serge Prokofieff’s Sonata 
Number 6 for piano from the com-| 
poser in Russia. 

Parmelee has forwarded the work] 
to Vladmir Horowitz in California, ' 
and the pianist will present the| 
American premiere next season. 





Haarlem Season Opens 
Nov. 13 With Czech Star 


The Haarlem Philharmonic, N. Y..,| 


will open its season on Nov. 13, pre- 
senting Jarmila Novotna, Met so- 
prano, and the New Friends of Mu- 
sic Orchestra. In December, Salva- 


tore Baccaloni and Vronsky and 
Babin are booked. 
Others booked to appear during 


the season are Rudolf Serkin, Jose- 
phine Tuminia, Roland Gundry, 
and Kirsten Flagstad. A substitute 
for the Norwegian soprano will have 
to be secured in view of her inten- 
tion to remain in her homeland ‘for 
the duration. 


Melchior to Alaska 


Lauritz Melchior, Wagnerian tenor 
of the Met, is flying to British Co- 
lumbia and Alaska the second week 
of August for a six-week hunting 
and fishing trip. 

He returns to the U. S. in early 
October for appearances with the 
San Francisco and Chicago Opera 














Edward Johnson West 


Edward Johnson, general manager | 
of the Met, left by train for Chicago | 
Thursday (17) on the first leg of a 
trip taking him to California. 

Johnson will also stop off at Cen- 
tral City, Denver, en route and re- 
turns to N. Y. the second week of 
August. 


CHI OPERA SET 
FOR NOV. 8 BOW 


The Chicago Opera Co. will) 
launch a five-week season on Nov. 
8 with performances weekly on 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Satur- 
day afternoon, and evening. Scale 
of prices for Fortune Gallo’s first 
season as impresario will be $1.10- 
$4.40. 

Artists who are expected*to ap- 
pear are Salvatore Baccaloni, Rose 
Bampton, Richard Bonelli, Karin 
Brandel!, Vivian Della Chiesa, Nor- 
man Cordon, Richard Crooks, Du- 
solina Giannini, Helen Jepson, Raoul 
Jobin, Charles Kullman, Jan Kie- 








pura, Mobley Lushanya, Virgilio 
Lazzari, Lauritz Melchoir, James 
Melton, Giovanni Martinelli, Grace 





Moore, Lily Pons, Ezio Pinza, Irra | 
Petina, Elisabeth Rethberg, Tito | 
Gladys Swarthout, John 
Charles Thomas, Lawrence Tibbett, 
and Josephine Tuminia. Others will | 


Schipa, 


be added as the season, progresses. 
A guarantee of $50,000 has been} 

: e 

secured against loss. No. actual 


Name Concert Dates 


(July 23-Aug. 2) 





Brian Aherne—(dramatic readings 
to music, with Phila. orch) Robin 
Hood Dell, Phila. (31). 

Jascha Heifetz—(with Phila. orch) 
Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (29); (with 


IN. Y. Philharmonic), Lewisohn Sta- 


dium, N. Y. (31). 
Jose Iturbi—(cond., Los Angeles 
Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl (31). 
Jan Kiepura—(with Los Angeles 
Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl (24). 
Efrem Kurtz—(cond., N. Y. Phil- 


harmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N.Y. 
(23-26). 

Yehudi Menuhin—Ravina Park, 
Chi. (24- 26). 

Pierre Monteux—(cond., Phila. | 


orch) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (28-1). 

Jarmila Novotna-Charles Kullman 
—(with N. Y. Philharmonic) Lew- 
isohn stadium, N.Y. (24). 

Lily Pons—(with N. Y. Philhar- 
monic, Andre Kostelanetz cond.) 
Lewisohn stadium, N.Y. (28). 

Alexander Smallens—(cond., N. Y. 
Philharmonic) Lewisohn _ stadium, 
N.Y. (27-29). 

Gladys Swarthout-James Melton— 
(with Cincinnati opera) Cincinnati 
Car; a). 

Bruno Walter—(cond., Los Angeles 
Philharmonic) Hollywood Bowl 
(25-1). 

Hans Wilhelm Steinberg—(cond., 
N. Y. Philharmonic) Lewisohn sta- 
dium, N. Y. (30-2). 


TRAPP FAMILY, 
ONCE REFUGEES, 
NOW BIG 





The Trapp Family Singers have 
been booked by Fred Schang of Co- 
lumbia Concerts for 64 concerts for 


have over 80 dates before the season 


lis out at an average of $850 per en- 


contracts with the singers have as 


yet been signed, and only opera defi- | 
nitely set is ‘Daughter of the Regi- 
ment.’ 














Niesen’s Mansion | 


is ontinued from page ! 














might be trying to brush off a in| 
porter because his sleeves are 
creased the wrong way. The re- 
porter is slightly persistent, how-| 
ever. 

‘Is it true, Miss Niesen, that you) 
are remodeling the ballroom into a/| 
bedroom for Paul Small?’ | 

‘I've had an architect look at the 


| ballroom and then at Small, but he | 


thinks Small ought to be remodeled. | 


Even then, he said it might be a close | 


| 


fit?’ 

‘Are you talking about the ball- 
room or Small's suit?’ 

‘If you're going to get 
both. By the way, 
leave my agent out of this.’ 


technical, 


or ’ | 
[hat’s no way to talk about your 


agent.’ 

‘And that’s no way to talk about 
my mansion.’ 

‘What's so. special 
asked the reporter. 

‘It’s not a bad little layout—and 
then there are the neighbors. For 


about that?’ 


| instance, there’s Cornie:’ 


| ‘What’s Cornie?’ 


| ‘Cornelius.’ 
| 


| ‘Cornelius who? 
‘Cornelius Vanderbilt. of 
| Don’t you 


’ 


course! 


reporters ever get 
| around?’ 
| ‘My mother never went to auc- 
| tions, so I never had a mansion and 


|a Vanderbilt for a neighbor! What 
|do you intend to do with the place, 
| now that you have it and your fancy 
neighbors?’ ; 

‘I suppose I'll have to keep it, un- 
less I want to run an auction myself 
and sell it to somebody else’s 
mother,’ - 

‘Do you think there are many like 
them around?’ 

‘I'm not sure, but I do know I’m 
stuck with 22 bedrooms and no room 
clerk.’ 

‘Haven’t you got enough relatives 
to fill them?’ 

‘Sssh! You're tipping off! Any- 
how, the upkeep is big enough with- 
out relatives.’ 

‘What do you think the operat- 
ing nut will be?’ 

‘I'm not too sure about that either, 
but you could get a pretty good idea 








companies before rejoining the Met. 


by asking Billy Rose what Aquacade 
cost and then multiply by two.’ 


| years ago when they 


| three successive Town 
| 


| which are already sold out. 


why can't we} 


4 has 


| gagement. 


Singers were unknown here three 
arrived from 
The 
family is composed of 10 children, 
seven of whom sing: father, mother, 
and Dr. Franz Wasner, the con- 
ductor. 


Salzburg as virtual refugees. 


They are booked in late September 


to open on the Coast, and will give 
Hall recitals 
on the Sundays preceding Christmas, 


classical, then folk songs, mountain 


| calls and yodels, and finally with the 


accompaniment of spinnets. 


TOSCANINI BACK JULY 28 


May Do a Few Guest Dates for Met 
and Philharmonic 
Toscanini 


Arturo returns to the 


U. S. from Buenos Aires where he} 


been conducting a_ series of 
symphony concerts on July 28. 
conductor at 74 is understood to be 
considering a routine of 
tivity. 

Negotiations are in process with 
| the Met to have him conduct there 
occasionally as he has not con- 
ducted opera here since leaving the 
| Met in 1915. It is also reported he 
| may take over several guest shots 
| with the N. Y. Philharmonic in that 
| organization’s 100th 


anniversary 
| celebration this season. 


Singers | 
concerts are in four groups, the first | 


The | 


semi-ac- | 
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| Hughes’ Defi 
IL ~—=—~me Continued from page 1 
| ask be snipped. If they ask as much 
|or more than the PCA, he figures he 
| will be better off making the dele- 
tions according to the Hays formula 
| and thus earn the seal which will 
enable 20th-Fox to do the distrib- 
uting as per the original contract. 
One of the producer’s objections to 
the Haysijtes’ treatment of his film is 
alleged inconsistency. In one scene, 
Jack Buetel (‘Billy the Kid’) says to 
Walter Huston (another outlaw) 
after being seen with the latter’s gal: 
‘It’s okay; you stole my horse, I stole 
your girl.’ PCA objected to the line, 
whereupon Hughes switched it to: 
‘It’s okay; just tit for tat.’ Again 
there was objection, and Hughes was 
ordered to put back the original line. 














AGMA Decision Due Next Week 





Decision in the toe G 
American Federation o usi 





this week. 


pictures, recordings, con 


refuse to resign from A A an 


its complaint. 
concert group a temporary stay. 


AMEDEO PASSERI SUES 
FOR OPERA EJECTION 


Defendants in a $150,000 suit by 
Amedeo Passeri, have applied to the 
|N. Y. supreme court to dismiss the 
jaction by the operatic impresario 
| against them. Defendants include 
|35 singers, almost half of whom are 
members of the Met including Law- 








;rence Tibbett, Frank Chapman, | 

|James Melton, Grace Moore, Lily 

Pons, Gladys Swarthout, ete. Se- 
lect Operating Corp., American 


Guild of Musical Artists, San Carlo 
Opera Co., Fortune Gallo, and J. J. 
and Lee Shubert. 


Passeri signed a contract with Se- 
lect, controlled by the Shuberts, to 
put on a month's opera at the Bos- 
ton Opera House Sept. 14, 1939. He 
‘claims he was ejected from the 
jhouse Sept. 16, as the result of a 
| conspiracy between Gallo, AGMA, 
;and Select to put him out of busi- 
ness, 

Some of the me sued are art- 
ists engaged for his season, while 
others are officers and directors of 
| AGMA, 











ss: TRENTON WILL 
‘hettewase vee" GIVE 5 OPERAS 


Trenton, July 22. 


The Trenton Opera Assn. will 


present five operas this coming sea-| Claudio Frigario, Wednesday 


son in place of the three given last 
year 


|sOon on Nov. 20, ‘Barber of Seville,’ 
‘Traviata,’ ‘Butterfly,’ ‘Pagliacci’ and 
‘Cavalleria Rusticana.’ 

Singers engaged include Giovanni 
|Martinelli, James Melton, Raoul 
Jobin, Vivian Della Chiesa, Carolina 


|Segera, Franco Perulli, Claudio 
|Frigario, Rosa Tentoni, Ear] Wright- 
son, Pompilio Maletesta, Mildred 


iIppolito, Lorenzo Alvary, and An- 
thony Marlowe. Series closes April 


LOTTE LEHMANN’S 15 
"DATES BESIDES MET 


Lotte Lehmann opens her fall con- 
‘cert tour Oct. 22 in Boston, which 
is immediately followed by two ap- 
| pearances with the Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony. On Dec. 14 and Jan. 7 she 
| will give Town Hall recitals before 
rejoining the Metropolitan. 


the season. 











— 
| Concert People 











Ellen Ballon, 


on January 


pianist, will 


6 as 


appear 
with the 
Toronto Symphony orchestra. 


soloist 


George 
| pianist, 


Chaachauavadz, 
opens his season 


|port, July 31, The pianist is booked 
for some 15 concerts so far for next 
season, 


Russian 





Milton Katims, violist, will be 
soloist with Alfred Wallenstein’s 
Symphony orchestra Aug. 21, over 
WOR and will present the viola con- 
certo by Alessandro Rolla for the 


first time. Rolla was the teacher of 
Paganini. 





Lily Laverock, of Vancouver, will 
present Egon Petri, pianist, and the 
Metropolitan Quartet, composed of 
Josephine Antoine, Karin Branzell, 
Frederick Jagel, and John Brownlee 
/on her concert program next season. 





iid of 


x 
dent, will be handed down next Tuesday (29) by the New York State 
Court of Appeals. Word to that effeet was received from Albany early 


| 
| Pilotto, Tuesday (15), 3,081, and Fri- 


The operas to be given will | 
jinclude ‘Carmen,’ opening the sea-| 


| 
| 


| QOutgrowth of Ballet Deal 


j 
| 


Soprano has some 35 dates set for | 


| 
in New- 


ical Artis 


suit against the 
ames C, 


etrillo, its presi- 


Case involves AGMA's application for an injunction to restrain 
Petrillo and thé AFM from carrying out a threat to bar from radio, 
‘ts, opera, ete. 

join A 
plication was refused by the Appellate Division, which also threw out 
New York Supreme Court had previously given the 


any artists continuing to 
. AGMA's injunction ap- 





SUMMER OPERA 
AT CINCINNATI 
BOOMING 


Cincinnati, July 22. 

The Cincinnati Summer Opera As- 
sociation, only organization of its 
kind in the country consistently giv- 
ing summer opera, is having its best 
season financially in the 20 years of 
its existence. At the half-way point 
Saturday (19) of its six-week .sea- 
son, the company has played to 33.- 
910 admissions on 18 performances, 
It is a gain of more than 10% over 
last year’s record gate. 

Top audience so far attended 
Grace Moore's ‘Manon,’ which drew 
3,363 persons, Sunday (20). Repeat 
| will be given tomorrow (Thursday). 
| Only a bit behind the soprano was 

the ‘Rigoletto’ Saturday (12), with 

Robert Weede and Jan Peerce, this 
| drawing 3,336 admissions. Manage- 
ment is optimistic about the future 
since season generally starts slow 
and draws big at end (last year's 
final performance drew 4,501 admis- 
sions). Seating capacity is 4,000 
without the extra chairs, with scale 
of prices from 25 cents to $2.50. 

Estimates for last week were 
‘Samson et Dalilah,’ with Giovanni 
Martinelli and Kirsten Thorborg Sun- 
day (13), 3,185, and Thursday (17), 
2,086; ‘Barber of Seville’ with Bidu 
Sayao, Franco Perulli, and Angelo 








day (18), 3,400; and ‘Traviata,’ with 


| Rosa Tentoni, Michael Bartlett, and 


(16), 
1,850, and Saturday (19), 2,700. 


Nathan Rosen Seeks Court 
Rehef From AFM Ruling; 


| 
| 





| A suit by Nathan Rosen, member 
of the American Federation of Musi- 
| Cians for 35 years, against the A.F.M. 
| and James C. Petrillo, president, was 
|revealed last week in the N. Y. 
| supreme court, when the plaintiff ap- 
| plied to annul a fine of $4,000 levied 
|}against him, and sought re-instate- 
;ment in the union. He was ejected 
jin March, 1941, for allegedly vio- 
lating the price list of the A.F.M. 
In asking the court to set aside the 
; union order, Rosen says he cannot 
|appeal from the union ruling in the 
union; that he was never notified as 
to specific charges against him; that 
; he never saw the witnesses who tes- 
| tified against him; and that he was 
|not present and received no trial, at 
the time of his fine and expulsion. 
Rosen declares that the charges 
against him apparently arose out of 
his turning over the contractoring of 
the Russian Ballet to one Pertchonok 
in the 1937-38 season. The latter, he 
says, failed to pay the musicians 
|their $100 weekly fee due unde: 
union rules, but that he was not re- 
sponsible, as he was connected with 
| the Salzburg Opera Co. during that 
season, and did not rejoin the Rus 
sian Ballet until the 1938-39 season 


NBC Symph Conductors 


More conductors added to the lis’ 
of guests who will handle the NBC 
Summer Symphony: 

Laszlo Halasz, Hungarian, on Aug 
30; Roy Shield, Sept. 6 and 13, anc 
Fritz Kitzinger, Sept. 20 and 27. 


Hilde Burke’s Fall Dates 


Hilde Burke, Met lyric soprano. 
opens her fall tour Oct. 17 in Black- 
stone, Va., Oct. 24, 25; she is booked 
for two performances of ‘Faust’ in 
English with the Rochester Civic 
Music Association. 

Soprano then rejoins the Met. 
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Mixing of White and Negro Musicians 
Continues to Spread in Dance Bands 


Mixing of colored and white mu- 
sicians in white name bands seems 
to be increasing. During the past 
week Benny Goodman added an- 
other colored player to his outfit 
when he took John Simmons on 
string bass in place of Artie Bern- 
stein, who returned to his Cali- 
fornia home. Newcomer to the 
users of mixed ranks is Charlie 
Barnet who is to add Jonah Jones, 
Cab Calloway’s trumpeter. 

Third white outfit with a colored 
member is Gene Krupa’s, which has 
Roy Eldridge in its trumpet section. 
Eldridge gave up a band of his own 
several months ago to join Krupa 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
York. Goodman began the idea of 
mixing colored and white musicians 
several years ago before he became 
the country’s No. 1 band. He then 
had Lionel Hampton on vibraphone 
and drums, and Teddy Wilson on 
piano. Currently, besides Simmons, 
he has Cootie Wilson, ex-Duke El- 
lington trumpeter, and Sidney Cat- 
lett, formerly with Louis Armstrong, 
on drums. Charley Christians, col- 
ored guitarist, is also with Good- 
man, but has been out of the band 
lately with lung trouble. . 
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Bands in N. Y. Spots 
+44 

Hotel Astor, N. Y. Roof has two 
killer-diller combos in the lissome 
Ina Ray Hutton and Will Bradley, 
which makes it a case of 30 men and 
a gal—and all plenty forte on the 
brass. It’s a sort of double-featured 
trailer for Anacin the way both ride 
the beam with their overly forth- 





TS eS eS 





right swingopation which (1) isn’t | 
good showmanship for dinner trade, 
and (2) further misguided when the | 


dinner sessions are light and there 
isn’t enough population to absorb the 
beat-me daddy stuff. 

Miss Hutton, easily the sexiest 
looking musician in the business, 
makes a nicé decoration for any- 
body's podium, but her combo of five 
brass, five reeds and four rhythm 
really socks it out. Her Astor stay 
is but for one week, to assist Will 
Bradley, who’s on the Erie from the 
nearby Broadway Paramount. The 
stageshow at the Par holds over a 
fifth week but Bradley is bowing out 
and Joe Venuti concludes the mara- 
thon engagement next week. Brad- 
ley’s setup is the same as Miss Hut- 
ton’s, plus one more brass, but some- 
how horns are mellower and more 
under control. Anyway, they’re sure 
cures for insomnia. But, apart from 
the acoustical balance, both give 
g0od account of themselves for hoof 
music. Lynn Gardner and Terry AIl- 
len vocalize and, of course, Ray Mc- 
Kinley is the traps ace with Bradley. 





Hotel St. Regis Roof, (N.Y.) is 
more polite with its rhythms. Es- 
chewing any floor show divertisse- 
ment, the swank hostelry has been 
maintaining a fair share of business, 


where at first it was feared that the | 
absence of an ice show or a Mitchell | 


Leisen revue, as in former summers, 
would prove a b.o. hurdle. 
the less, Hal Saunder’s suave orch- 


estra (11), with emphasis on sweet | 


Syncopation, which at the St. Regis 
calis for plenty of waltzes, has been 
holding up all right. Gus Martel’s 
relief rhumba combo plugs the waits 
equally well. Both incidentally, 
shifted to the Viennese Roof from 
the downstairs Iridium (grillroom), 
an unusual holdover of bands by the 
management. 


Senny Kendis is now on a bicycle 


between two bands, both his, at the | 


Stork Club, N. Y. Ever since Sher- 
man Billingsley, boss of the Stork, 
kayoed rhumba music, he designated 
Kendis to put in a No. 2 straight 
combo, with emphasis on forthright 
dansapation and only _ occasional 
Latin sets, unlike the previous prac- 
tice of alternating both in sizeable 
g0bs. Billingsley also now changes 
his femme vocalists with the bands 
every two weeks. Incidentally, the 
new Stork Cub, an inside room, away 
from the dance music of the main 
interior, and intended for would-be 


quiet diners, is tin r hide- | _. 
ooene ereet x | Pittsburgh, for an indefinite engage- | 


away trade, especially for the gin- 
rummy addicts; that is if one can 
hide away in a nite club. Abel. 





Johnny Long band booked for a 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., date some 
time in October. Band remains in 
its current New Yorker hotel, N. Y., 
until Sept. 1. 


None | 


+ 
| 


Anson Weeks on Tour 


cee 

Chicago, July 22. 
Indicating that he has recovered 
| completely from his accident, Anson 
Weeks and his orchestra are on a 
tour throughout this territory. 


Goes into the Highlands in St. 
Louis for two weeks starting July 27, 


| followed by three weeks in the 


| Meulebach hotel,* Kansas City. Set 
through the Weems office here. 


SHAW SET FOR 
THEATRE DATES 


Artie Shaw now plans setting 
back his concert tour with a 52- 
piece band for a month and mak- 
ing four weeks of theatre appear- 
ances first. Leader will begin re- 
hearsing a 30-piece band next week 
with which he’ll start theatre dates 
about Sept. 1. 

After completing the theatre 
work he'll rehearse for a month 
with the 52-man concert outfit and 
begin on that swing about Nov. 1 
instead of his planned Oct. 1 start. 


| On the Upbeat 
































Don Royale and Latins (7) with 
Jeanne Faulkner, vocalist, relief band 
at George Olsen's Casino Gardens, 
State Fairgrounds, Detroit, until 
Sept. 7. 





Pete Viera extended at Ka-See’s, 
| Toledo, until Labor Day. 





Manuel Lopez and his Don Amigos 
have been at Hund’s downtown 
Detroit eatery, since March 8, and 
extended to Oct. 1, a record run for 
any band at this spot. 

Skeeter Palmer, formerly with 
Meyer Davis doing society work, 
now working out of the Del Del- 
| bridge-Ray Gorrell office, Detroit. 
He officiated at the recent Benson 
|Ford-Edith McNaughton wedding 
there, 








Bob Pooley’s WTAG Worcester or- 
chestra has been increased to 14 


members and is currently on Can- |} 


adian Broadcasting Corp web Satur- 
day mornings at 9:30 U.S.A. ‘New 
England to You’ program. 


Dallas, returning Aug. 14 to Hotel 
Cleveland's Bronze Room in Cleve- 
land where it hit out a four-month 
run last year. 

| George Duffy’s crew, current at the 
|Bronze, is going into local Euclid 
| Beach’s ballroom Aug. 18 after clos- 


dates in this section outfit is laying 


> . | 
|off two weeks for vacations before | 


| 


heading for the South-West again. 


Joe Sinatra has opened with his 


band for a indefinite engagement in | 


the Herring Run Room of the Taun- 
ton Inn, Taunton, Mass. 


Lew Conrad at the Riptide, Mag- 
nolia, Mass., for the summer. 


Earl Hoffman current at Kin Wah 
Low's, Toledo. 


Clyde Knight opened two-week | 


engagement Monday (21) at Bill 
Green's, Pittsburgh, succeeding Don 
Bestor outfit. 





Nelson Maples picked as regular 
house band for Colonial, new Pitts- 
burgh dancerie, which plays name 
bands one night a week. 








Bobby Annis band into the Oasis, 


;ment, replacing the Joe Villella 


| crew. 








Bobby Byrne orchestra holds over 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
York, until Glenn Miller's opening 
| Oct. 6. Miller goes on vacation be- 
| (Continued on page 51) 





Leighton Noble’s orch, now at | 


in some time and turned in fine biz| 
ing. After three more dance hall | 


INSATIABLE DETROIT 





Can’t Seem to Get Enough of Glenn 
Miller's Bounce 





Because of thousands of turn- 
| aways as his engagement built up at 
Eastwood Gardens here, Glenn! 
Miller played a ‘matinee’ dance here 
Saturday (19), the first attempted at 
any of the large outdoor shuffle 
spots. From a crowd of 3,500 hop- 
pers at his opening Tuesday he 
soared up to over 5,000 on Wednes- 
day night when the management put 
up the ‘Standing Room Only’ signs, 
used only once before during an Ar- 
tie Shaw engagement. 

Miller was making his first dance 


appearance here following a record- 
breaking engagement at the Fox 
theatre—also was tops in a recent 
record sales survey here—and with 
| 
BALLROOM BIZ 


succeeding nights continuing to cram 
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Not Asbestos 


Cedar Point, O., July 22. 

Frankie Masters, playing here 
with his orchestra, took a copy 
of VaRIETY and a cigarette to bed 
with him the other a.m. at the 
Hotel Breakers. 

When fireman’ opened _ the 
door, they found Masters and 
VARIETY unharmed, but the mat- 
tress burned 10 bucks worth. 














the floor with the ‘SRO’ signs going 
up and the spot unable to fill res- 
ervations it was decided to include 
the afternoon soiree. The ‘matinee’ 
engagement was run off from 2 to 6 Des Moines, July 22 
mn. with the sicians ae, ‘ ; 

a home's want ia oe tue ahi Members of the newly organized 
engagament. jpeneavencagr Ballroom Operators’ as- 


sociation in meeting at Arnolds Park, 


Towa, this week, agreed that the 

STRICT LI UOR «= means the death sentence for 
; hot swing music, but is revising the 

waltz. ‘With a million and a half 

LAW CAUSES young men in the army, we find that 


middle-aged patrons make up our 








customers,’ according to Tom Archer 
of Des Moines. This means more and 
more sweet music rather than swing. 
At one of our ballrooms we are now 
advertising ‘every third dance a 
waltz.’ 

Carl Fox, Clear Lake, Iowa, presi- 
dent of the new group, said another 
draft problem is the shortage of 
young men at dances, causing the 


Montreal, July 22. 
Hard hit by the recently enacted 
| liquor and entertainment laws of the | stag line to operate in reverse. 
| Quebec provincial government which The association decided to operate 
|ban sale of liquor after midnight and| temporarily under officers of the 


have cut liquor licenses on a number Iowa association, including Fox, 
: |Larry Geer of Fort Dodge, secretary- 
of the smaller night clubs and caba-| treasurer and Vearl Sissle, Oelwein. 


| States represented 


























Bob Allen About Ready 


| 


| rets, forcing them to close, the Mu- | vice-president. 
|sicians Guild of Montreal has ar-|included Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, 
jranged a meeting with the Montreal | South Dakota, North Dakota, Mis- 
| City Council at which they will ask;souri, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, 
| financial aid for Guild members. Illinois and Wisconsin. ' 
About 200 musicians have been 
thrown out of work. The Guild 
points out that up to date they have ELI OBERSTEIN IN 
never allowed one of their members 
|to go on relief but have taken care 
jof their unemployed themselves, HOSPITAL MYSTERY 
those who are in employment having 
come after their less lucky col- Eli Oberstein, former head of U. S. 
The latest developments have re- yaoi and ately with Consoli- 
duced the number of musicians in dated Radio Artists, 9 .Gandnse ” 
j}employment to such an extent that | Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York. 
j}there are no longer enough of them | A veil of secrecy has covered 
‘to provide for the others and they | Oberstein's movements for some 
are consequently asking the city to | five ~~ six weeks. He walked out ¥ 
ldo something about it. |CRA’s N. -Y. headquarters one Mon- 
| % 7 day morning and never returned, at 
least not while any other member of 
R CRA’s staff was present. No one at 
uss Morgan Fetes Pubs that office has heard from him 
a either. CRA mailed him a regis- 
Chicago, July 22. | tered letter last week asking to be 
Russ Morgan, whose band just fin- | let in on what had happened, but so 
ished engagements in the Edgewater | far has had no answer. 
Beach Hotel and the Aragon ball-| 
|; room, gave the glad hand to the | 
| publishers last week by tossing a 
| party for them. | 
This was Morgan’s first date here 


' 


Bob Allen, vocalist, who was with 





| the Hal Kemp orchestra when Kemp 
, died last fall ,is currently putting the | 
| finishing rehearsal touches to a band | 
Bill Omeis has organized a band/|of his own in Cleveland. He has 
known as Ace and His Four Deuces. taken over an outfit formerly led by 
playing in the Youngstown, O., dis- | Vince Patti, merely substituting men 
trict. Personnel includes Earl| of his own choice in a few key posi- 
Brush, drums; Fred Kiefer, piano;| tions. 
Bob Herman, trumpet; Vic Santors,| Band’s first job is to a location in | 
sax and clarinet, and Omeis on|upper New York State, opening in 
trombone. | about two weeks. 


for both spots. 





Inside Stuf—Orchestras 





Jack Leonard, vocalist, has gotten gi okay from Army and will record 
|for Columbia Records during the year for which he was conscripted. 
| Singer expects to cut a group of four to six sides in about two weeks. 
| He’s on the Okeh label. 

Leonard, formerly with Tommy Dorsey, was inducted into the Army 
| June 1, He’s at Camp Dix, N. J. 
| 
| Jack Teagarden’s mother, over 60 years old, recently showed patrons of | 
| the Plantation Club, Dallas, that Jack and Charlie Teagarden are not the 
only musical members of that family. During Jack’s recent stand at the | 
| Plantation his mother, living in Oklahoma City, visited him and sat in at 
| Piano during a jam session of the outfit. 
| She formerly played piano in the pit of a Texas theatre. 











Through an error, Varigty’s Bands at the B.O. listed Bobby Byrne’s 
combined dinner and supper cover-charge figures at the Pennsylvania 
| hotel, N. Y. For the six weeks ending Saturday (26) the band’s cover 
| charge draw is actually between 5,000 and 5,025. 





Frankie Masters Thinks Afternoon 


<a Time Ideal for Dance Orchestras 


Cedar Point, O., July 22. 

Frankie Masters is sold on after- 
noon time on the alr as compared 
with evening broadcasting. He ex- 
pressed this opinion last week when 
asked to explain his draw at the 
Ballroom here, even though his band 
had played in New York for the last 
two years. In New York he aired 
over NBC’s red network from 1-1:45 
p.m. six days a week (also night 
time) and feels matinees was the im- 
portant factor in introducing him. 

Says that by the time the evening 
air is available to orchestras, most 
people are asleep and that those still 
listening have a choice of so many 
that the name fails to register. In 
the day-time, listeners get tired of 
one soap-opera after another. They 
yearn for music and receive a name 
band with enthusiasm. 





Union Suspends : 


Gray Gordon 
For His Debts 


American Federation of Musicians 
slapped its second suspension within 
six months on a name _ bandleader 
last week when it ordered Gray Gor- 
don’s name erased from its member- 
ship rolls. Gordon was expelled on 
charges of indebtedness assertedly 
brought against him by Consclidated 
Radio Artists for unpaid commis- 
sions, and others for various sums. 
Greyhound Bus Co. is said to be one 
of the complainants. 

Though his suspension was ordered 
Wednesday (16) Gordon was al- 
lowed to finish the week's stand he 
had started at the Million Dollar 
Pier, Atlantic City, a concession to 
the Pier’s operators. Four other one- 
nighters and a week’s stand at Pali- 
sades Amusement Park, Fort Lee, 
N. J., have been cancelled by CRA. 

Union officials refuse to comment 
on Gordon’s expulsion beyond ex- 
plaining that it was ordered because 
of indebtedness. He has not appealed 
the decision, but is making an effort 
to buy his contract from CRA and 
switch to another booking agency. 
CRA is said to want $7,500 to release 
him. Apparently he already has part 
of that amount because he has been 
seeking a loan of $3,000. 





CARL HOFF LAUGHS OFF 
‘ENTICEMENT’ ACTION 


When Paul Carley, singer with 
Reggie Childs’ band, came to Carl 
Hoff at Blue Gardens, Armonk, N.Y., 
and asked for a vocal audition, the 
latter tried him out one night but 
didn’t engage him. However, Childs 
heard of this and is now suing Hoff 
for $50,000 for allegedly ‘enticing’ 
Carley away. 

Hoff laughs it off because (1) he 
didn’t hire the singer, and (2) never 





| knew he was tied up with any other 


band, Nevertheless, Hoff has been 
served with papers in the suit, which 
is scheduled for supreme court, 








‘Dorothy Claire’s Operation 


Dorothy Claire, vocalist, with the 
Bobby Byrne orchestra, was taken 
to Post Graduate Hospital, New 
York, Sunday afternoon (20) and 
operated on for acute appendicitis. 
Her condition was good yesterday 
(Tues.). 

Singer was stricken shortly be- 
fore a scheduled guest shot as m.c. 
of Perry Lafferty’s CBS musical 
show, but went through the program 
and then to the hospital. Alice 
O’Conneli, sister of Jimmy Dorsey’s 
vocalist, is filling in. 

Byrne’s band has been plagued 
by appendicitis. First he was op- 
erated on during a Strand thea- 
tre, N. Y., date last year, then Kay 
Little. his former vocalist, now 
Miss Claire. 
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Nickel Beer's Exit Is Foreseen As 


City Taxes 


Milwaukee, July 22. 

Nickel beers will be a memory of 
the past, according to the tavern 
keepers, if the common council con- 
curs in an ordinance launched by 
Ald. Clemens F. Michalski to in- 
crease municipal revenues by about 
$200,000 annually by placing new 
license fees on juke boxes, soundies, 
vending machines of all types, and 
also on motion pictures taken by 
tavern men of their patrons in action 
and exhibited a few nights later to 


attract repeat business. 
Further, licenses would be denied 


‘to anyone not a resident of Milwau- 


kee for at least three years—this 
provision to keep out Chicago coin 
machine operators who have en- 
deavored to muscle in on the local 
situation. 











Players in Army 


Continued from page 27 


technical departments. From the 
Walt Disney and Leon Schlesinger 
studios have been drawn animators 
and artists numbering 20 and 7, re- 
spectively. 

Total of 220 men so far drawn 
from the studios for service includes 
mea working on a daily and hourly 
basis, who have put in enough time 
at the studios to qualify as regular 
employees. 














OK for Seund-ing Reveille 
Fort Riley, Kans., July 22. 

Riding a horse instead of a mike 
is the future of Chick Gagnon, who 
arrived in the Cavalry Replacement 
Training Center here a couple weeks 
ago directly from a tour with Sally 
Rand. Gagnon, from $125-a-week 
m.c. with the bubble-dancer’s show, 
has plopped into one of Uncle Sam’s 
$21-a-month specials. 

Another recruit from show biz is 
Charles Moore, who comes to Fort 
Riley from a Los Angeles barley 
house. Prior to that he was the guy 
who rode the front bumper of a 
speeding car through a wall of flame 
in a thrill show. 





Willis Houck’s Service 


New Orleans, July 22. 

Willis Houck, v.p. of Joy Shows, 
Inc., operator of three theatres in 
New Orleans, and a chain of others 
throughout a number of other states, 
left Saturday (12) to become a U. S. 
Army Air Corps instructor at Stan- 
ton, Texas. Houck, 24, has 1,700 
hours and a commercial pilot’s cer- 
tificate. 





Add Maurice Kelly 
Toledo, July 22. 
Maurice Kelly, dance director of 
the Toledo Civic Light Opera, is due 
to enter the army when he finishes 
his Toledo engagement Aug. 11. 





Off to Uncle Sam 


Buffalo, July 22. 
Sterling Beath, 27, nitery emcee, 
answered draft call here last week. 





— 








IN A SUBWAY 
FAR FROM IRELAND 


Columbia Record No. 36211 
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on Jukeboxes Loom 





Band Reviews 


TINY HILL ORCHESTRA (15) 
Melody Mill Ballroom, Chicago 


Tiny Hill has been on the verge of 
getting into the big time for several 
years now, but he has not yet made 
that grade. On the surface, it would 
appear that Hill is a natural for this 
rating, since his outfit is novel 
enough to garner public attention. 
It is evident that what Hill needs is 
things, ballyhoo, a song, a program, 
an angle, an idea. 

Hill is a big fellow, and has a hap- 
pily comic personality to go with 
his avoirdupois. He is down to 
earth and home-cooking for the 
mass of folks. 

Hill has that type of low-down fat 
personality that most audiences cot- 
ton to, and once enough people have 
seen Hill and associate him on the 
radio with a clear-cut picture of 








1 what he is really like, the name of 


Hill may be a potent moniker in 
show biz. ‘ 
Hill’s band is good enough; it’s 
solid and well-balanced. The set-up 
is standard on brass, reeds and 
rhythm, and plays well and with 
plenty of precision. The arrange- 
ments are far from being on-the- 
stalk, and yet are basically commer- 
cial. The orchestra cieverly special- 
izes in bouncy tunes, with the 
bounce effect accentuated by having 
the beat scratched out on a gourd. 
It’s good salesmanship and _ fine 
showmanship. 

bby Freeman, tenor vocalist, 
and Nook Schrier, tenor sax and ar- 
ranger, are impressive on their own, 
with Schrier handling most of the 
solo instrumental assignments. 
Loop. 


JIMMY BAKER ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Sandra Wood, Ralph Doughty 
King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 


Gay and collegiate is this combo 
of 15 kids who are all registered at 
Oklahoma State U. at Stillwater. 
Baker, who fronts, is a better than 
average hoofer who’s done a couple 
of years in Hollywood and returned 
to his native state for an education. 
Band, together 14 months, blares 
away on the swing edge and gets 
plenty of pattycakes from the j-bugs 
who infest this spot. 

Billed as a ‘sweet swing’ outfit, the 
combo was told to make it loud and 
solid by the management, so outfit’s 
sweet ability wasn’t proved here. 
Even for the college kids, though, 
the brass was a little stiff. 


Outfit is nicely set up with a four 
and sometimes five-man sax section, 
five brass and four rhythm. Beside 
their sweet-swing style, band takes 
off occasionally on Glenn Miller 


with Doughty on sax for five-man 
line backed by ride guitar. 

Sandra Wood, a _ dark-haired 
looker whose lyrics veer toward 
torchiness, handles all the obviously 
| femme vocals while Baker (who, in- 
|cidentally, is a cousin of Kenny 
| Baker) splits the straight numbers 
with Trumpeter Ralph Doughty 
land novelties with Saxman Dave 
Schwartz. 

Personnel, except for those listed: 
sax: Karl Kaiser, Windy Monroe, Ed 
Mauk; brass: Johnny Anderson, Bob 
Heath, Byron Bray, Bryce McFall; 
rhythm: Frank DeLong, Jim Yar- 
borough, Al Webb, Bill Greer. 
Pianist DeLong and Doughty dream 
up the arrangements. 

Kids endorsed week-long run here 
but oldsters found tunes little too 
brassy, which shouldn't be a deter- 
rent if the orchestra was allowed to 
sweeten. r Art. 


DICK KUHN ORCH (5) 
Hotel Statler, Buffalo 

Back for a second Summer, this 
versatile crew still is turning out 
hereabouts. It’s a solid brand, mostly 
on nostalgia side, heavy on sax and 
accordian leads, that sits well with 
the customers. Kuhn hasn’t changed 
a man in five years and outfit is so 
used to working together, it plays 
with smocth blending born of ex- 
perience 

Leader toots a sax, takes melody 
most of time. When he’s not, accor- 
dionist Len Herman takes the lead. 
Herman also works the vibes and 
does bulk of the vocaling. Rest of 
unit is Hugo Malonga, bass (also vo- 
cals); Charlie Shaw, drums and Roy 
Seymour, piano who also pipes off 
on solovox. Outfit sticks together so 
well it isn’t noticed that only one 


BOBBY RAMOS ORCHESTRA (12) 
Chez Paree, Chicago 

Primarily designed for Latin tem- 
pos, Ramos and his crew is of the 
soft sweet variety. Three violins, 
four saxes, three rhythm and one 
trumpet. Rhumbas, tangos and con- 
gas predominate, with Ramos han- 
dling the vocal work both in Spanish 
and English. Voice is good and with 
enough schmaltz to give it plenty of 
romantic appeal. He should score 
well with the femmes, with good ap- 
pearance a material aid. 

Aside from Ramos there are no 
outstanding personalities in the 
band, with the possible exception of 
Fred Reid, who does the vocal work 
on the rhythm tunes. Emil Pod- 
sada’s fiddle work is good, as are Nat 
Farber’s piano efforts, but the real 
sock is Ramos himself, for his swell 
vocalizing and nice fronting job. 

Gold. 





Manny Prager’s 20 Days 


Omaha, July 20. 

Longest run of any outside band 
to be recorded at Peony Park and 
Royal Terrace, Omaha’s largest out- 
door-indoor spot, was set last Sun- 
day (20) when Manny Prager ended 
a 20-day engagement. 

Band built nicely and did so well, 
Joe Malec, head of the park plans 





to bring it back later. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





of more than one band or wnocalist 


and respective publishers.) 








(These records are directly below 








in demand on the coin machines.) 





JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


Currently 
COLLEGE INN 


SHERMAN HOTEL, GHIC4GO 
Over NBC Every Nite 





Personal Management — BILL BURTON 











Don’t Cry Cherie (Shapiro)....:.... 


Yes, Indeed (Embassy)...... ibd 





~ 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


Things I Love (Campbell).......ccccscceces 


ee eeeteeceeee 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. 


Names 
after the title indicates, in order of 
Figures and names in 


, { Sammy Kaye......... Victor | 

1. Daddy (7) Republic..... ne eeRabateaees ) Andrews Sisters. ......Decca 
: { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

2. Maria Elena (4) Southern....... erin ) Tony Pastor........ Bluebird 
3. Green Eyes (4) Southern...........+6. Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
Freddie Moe tin.....Bluebird 

4. Hut-Sut Song (5) Schumann........... King iy ee "Bluebird 
. { Jimmy Dorsey.. ..... Decca 

5S. Aurora (6) Robbins. ... ..ccoccccssceces ) Andrews Sisters...... Desea 
7 { Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

ee fT ES rere ) Benny Goodman...Columbia 
7. Intermezzo (10) Schuberth............ § Woody Herman.... a - Decca 
| Benny Goodman.. .Columbia | 

Goodbye Dear, Be Back Year (2) C. toC. { Horace Heidt......Columbia 

| Dick Rober'son.......Decca 

9. Rose and a Prayer (2) BVC............ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
a ee rene tee § Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


eee eeeee 


| Vaughn Monroe... ..Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


Glenn Miller ..... Bluebird 
Jimmy Dorsey..... ...Decca 
Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 


- i Kaye ........ Victor 


Charlie Spivak ........Okeh 


When the Sun Comes Out (BVC)........... } Cheri Dorsey. .......Decca 


‘Goodb Little D a) oe Bing Crosby..........Decca 
eS Paw 4 Gene Autry ..........Okeh 
Kiss the Boys Goodb itn Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
ve ve Comeus) abet iets: 1 Semen Tucker .......Okeh 

"Til Reveille (Melody Lane)................ ‘xen Crosby .........Decca 
ody Lane Kay Kyser ......Columbia 

Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest (Block).. Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 


Little Bit South of North Carolina (Porgie). 1 Dick Robertson........Decca 


Gene Krupa .......00; Okeh / 


—_— 





Coin-Catching Records—and Others 


_—... 


Charlie Spivak ‘Rose and Prayer’—Angels Came Thru’ (Okeh 6280) 

Spivak considerably improved his standing recently with a version of 
‘Intermezzo; first side here will go a long way toward consolidating those 
gains. An exceptionally strong ballad melody Spivak’s ‘Rose’ should find 
good reception in mackines. Gary Stevens’ vocal, the band and leader’s 
trumpeting jell solidly. It rates almost on par with Jimmy Dorsey’s, cur. 
rently hitting machines. Reverse is overshadowed. Stevens vocals good 
tune, but it will be smothered by ‘Prayer. Anyway Glenn Miller tops 
Spivak on ‘Angels’ (Bluebird 11215) with Ray Eberle vocalling. Vaughn 
Monroe is hot currently and his cutting of ‘Prayer’ is bound to get atten- 
tion, though it’s not as good as Spivak’s. Monroe's vocal is slightly fast 
accompanied by neat muted band work. ‘Worm Who Loved the Little Tater 
Bug,’ a saleable item sung by Marilyn Duke, backs it. Miller’s reverse of 
‘Angels’ is Meredith Willson’s ‘You and I.” It’s okay. 











Jimmie Lunceford ‘Peace and Love For All’—Blue Prelude’ (Decca 3892) 

Lunceford’s crack crew hits solidly with the ‘Peace’ side, a tune that 
gathers respect with extra spinning. It’s a weird arrangement studded 
with a strong Dan Grissom vocal. Tune’s only fault is that it’s practically 
a twin of ‘Eli Eli.’ It can’t do much for machines. Privately it should do 
well. ‘Prelude’ is briskly played. One of Woody Herman's standards, 
Lunceford does it with a rhythmic wallop in contrast to Herman’s subdued 
method. Grisson vocals again. 





Temmy Dorsey ‘This Love of Mine’—‘Neiani’ (Victer 27508) 

Frank Sinatra, who sings the vocal of ‘This Love,’ collaborated on the 
tune. Done at extremely slow speed the side stacks up as one that operat- 
ors can find good use for; melody and lyric shine and so does the muted 
band interpretation. ‘Neiani’ is another stemming from the Dorsey family. 
Arrangers Alex Stordah! and Sy Oliver whipped it up. As suggested by 
title, it’s Hawaiian number, complete with electric guitar. Sinatra and 
Pied Pipers vocal. It’s okay. 





Sonny Dunham ‘Lament to Love’—Dewn, Down, Down’ (Bluebird 11214) 

Tune on the first side has all the earmarks of becoming a solid machine 
hit. Catchy ballad melody, fitted with impressive lyric, the tune seems to 
possess the requirements for wide commercial use. Of three releases, 
none are by established machine names. Ranking high is Sonny Dunham's 
nicely rounded version, with Ray Kellogg vocalling. His is about on a par 
with Harry James arrangement (Col. 36222), vocal by Dick Haymes. Les 
Brown's try (Okeh 6258) is close behind, but his would have been better 
if the band had had the services of vocalist Ralph Young when it was made 
and he kad been used in place of Betty Bonney. She’s essentially a rhythm 
singer and while her vocal isn’t bad tune would have fitted Young much 
better. There will probably be more releases of the melody, however, it’s a 
marked money maker. Dunham’s backing is an original that has been get- 
ting attention. It’s nicely done. James’ backing is a cute original of his 
own tagged ‘Dodgers’ Fan Dance.’ Brown's coupling treats another rising 
pop ‘Do You Care,’ in smart style. Miss Bonney vocals. 





Jack Teagarden ‘St. James Infirmary’—Black and Blue’ (Decca 3844) 

Operators might find a venture in the first side profitable. Teagarden has 
been exploiting the tune for years, as only he can, and this recording hits 
the mark. His vocal and tromboning gets able band backing. Reverse is 
another blues vocal. It’s very éffective, but the first side is best known. 





Will Bradley ‘Boogie Wooglie Piggy’—‘Love Me Little Litthe’ (Col. 36231) 

Bradley’s boogie woggie style is more advantageously employed on the 
first side than it has been for a long while. He wraps a good tune, one 
that hasn’t moved much so far despite several good releases, in a solid 
machine arrangement using vocals by Ray Mc™Miniey and Terry Allen. 
Dance-tempoed pop backs it, Lynn Gardner vocalling, but ‘Boogie’ is best 
side. 





Woody Herman ‘Hey Doc’—Night Watchman’ (Decca 38389) 

Herman could have found better material. Neither one of these sides 
amount to much commercially. ‘Doc’ has a few potentialities in its short 
chorusing by Muriel Lane and bandmen, but it’s weaker by far than most 
of his past attempts. In situations where appreciation can be found for 
an exceptionally good instrumental, ‘Watchman’ is a good bet. Side is an 
outstanding example of Herman’s style and capabilities. It'll probably sell 
best privately, however. 





Harry James ‘One O'clock Jump’—Two O’clock Jump’ (Col. 36232) 

Maybe Columbia got the labels confused on these two. First side is an 
uninspired jive piece that goes nowhere, an undeveloped theme that fails 
to reach any peak and fades out weakly. Reverse apparently is ‘One 
O'clock’ and it has been done better before. For a band that has done 
well lately this release is a distinct letdown. Sales will be over-counter. 





Eddy Duchin ‘Be Fair’—Wasn’t It You’ (Columbia 36229) 

Duchin is inconsistent. After some of the neat things ke has done lately 
‘Be Fair’ is miles in arrears. Johnny Drake’s amateurish vocal makes the 
side an also ran, and in addition the arrangement is sloppy. Only saving 
point, commercially, is leader’s short piano interludes. Reverse is an aver- 
age tune, but it’s done much better, with June Robbins vocalling. These 
are part of a batch Duchin waxed hurriedly before clippering to Rio. 
They sound it. 
Kay Kyser ‘Any Bonds Today’—‘Arms for Love of America’ (Col. 36228) 

Irving Berlin’s defense tunes haven't done too much in machines so far, 
Kyser’s cutting of both, while not quite as well done as Barry Wood and 
| Lynn Murray’s chorus release, nevertheless is capable and should figure 
| in the tunes’ sales. ‘Bonds’ is done in swingy dance tempo, lyric by a 
| 





quartet of singers. Reverse is in proper marching speed, sung by Harry 


HARRY 
JAMES 


AND His 


Babbitt and chorus. 








a 
| Gov.’s Island Seeks Cuffo 
Concerts on Mondays 


Officials at Governor's Island, 
New York, are trying to arrange for 
a series of name band concerts to 
take place each Monday night. Ar- 
rangements are being made through 
Peter Dean, musician and former 
manager of the Teddy Powell band. 
He’s head of recreation at the post. 

Concerts would be of an hour’s 
duration and for enlisted men only. 
Bands would play them on the cuff. 
Bob Chester’s band is tentatively set 
for the first showing Monday (28). 


SONNY DUNHAM 


MAESTRO AT MEADOWBROOK 
COAST TO COAST — CBS 


“LAMENT TO LOVE” 


Bluebird 11214 
ROE-KRIPPENE MUSIC CO. 


Music Makers Orchestra 


Columbia Records 


ON TOUR 


Dir.:— Music Corp of America 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotei Played Week On Date 
Bobby Byrne..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 6 7800 5,025 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).........00.. 14 2.225 29,475 
Bradley-Hutton...Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)......... weiss 2 2,225 
Ray Heatherton.. Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 6 475 2,525 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......e.0- 14 1,300 18,650 
Johnny Long*.....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 6 1,400 7,750 
Hal Saunders ....St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............ » 2 400 3,750 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. tSee Inside Orchestras. tWill Bradley and Ina Ray Hutton 
split Astor stand last week because Bradley was held-over at Paramount 
theatre, N. Y. 


LOS ANGELES 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900; $1-$1.50). Weekly haul continues 
around 2,500 covers, helped considerably by out-of-towners. 

Abe Lyman (Palladium: 6,000; 55¢-$1.10). Finished strong on his four- 
week stand for around 16,000 admissions, plenty good considering the 
weather and the real surprise of all bookings to date. Woody Herman 
opened last Friday (18) and hit second highest opening mark with approx- 
imately 5,300, topping all except Glenn Miller. 

Harry Owens (Aquatic Room, Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica: 500; 50c- 
$1). Soft Hawwaiian strains by the calm Pacific soothing around 2,500 
covers a week. Owens stays as long as the trade keeps coming. 

Hal Grayson (Casina, Catalino Island: 4,000; 28c-44c). Playing to around 
12,000 payees weekly, not so good considering that the isle is overrun with 
tourists. Bob Crosby comes in Aug. 10 to close the summer spot after one 
of tre Casino’s worst seasons. 

Elia Fitzgerald (Trianon, Southgate: 1,200; 40c-55c). First Coast shot not 
too auspicious, with the week rolling up around 3,000 paid admishes. 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis moved in last Monday (21). 

Jimmie Lunceford (Casa Manana, Culver City: 2,000; 55c). Picked up 
around 4,500 hoofers on the week, aided by two-bit passes. Charlie Barnet 
follows in for six weeks, then Ozzie Nelson, Ted- Weems and Benny Good- 
man, 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Carl Ravazza* (Rose Room, Palace Hotel: 500; $1-$1.25). Aided by a 
smash opening and the DeMarcos, first week bucked the current quiet 
period with a splendid 1,500 covers. 


CHICAGO 


Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel: 700; $1-$2 min.). Despite 
the fact that there were no conventions in town this week to bolster busi- 
ness, the Dorsey band drew in a neat total of 5,900 payees, and continues 
to be one of the best money attractions to ever play the room. 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House: 600; $3-$3.50 supper 
min.). Another good week for the Ennis crew with 4,400 customers. Ennis 
has proven a consistent money puller. 

Boyd Raeburn* (Chez Paree: 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). With Milton Berle 
as the principal attraction, this nitery has been enjoying sensational busi- 
ness. Another great week, with 5,000 guests. 

Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel: 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy is 
building a nice following in this spot, and came through with a good week 
of 2,600 customers, 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Henry Morgenthau, Jr., secretary of the treasury, is the copyright owner 
of ‘Any Bonds Today,’ Irving Berlin's ‘campaign song’ for the U. S. Treas- 
ury Dept., and the Government is handling all song exploitation. Copies, 
of course, are not for sale, and when Berlin, Inc., gets orders, general 
manager Saul H. Bornstein is a bit bewildered. Berlin tells his partner, 
‘Just send ’em along to Mr. Morgenthau’ who, likewise, has no copies to 
sell. 

There’s a thought still on to give a copy gratis with every U. S. bond 
order, but since they’re selling into the millions, it would entail a stag- 











gering printing bill for the Government. However, it may yet come to 
pass. 
Meantime, Berlin’s ‘God Bless America’ fund for the Boy and Girl 


Scouts of America has now yielded $87,500 for the youth movement, which 
has been turned over to the Scouts. 


John Joseph Davilla lost a plea to have the United States pay for the 
filing of his record on appeal, and for an extension of time to file the 
record with the circuit court. Davilla sued half the music world in an 
action in which he claimed the plagiarism of his song, ‘If I Were a Spider 
and You Were My Fly,’ in ‘The Desert Song.’ Judge William Bondy in 
N.Y. federal court ruled against him Friday (18). 

Action was dismissed some months ago. Defendants included Harms, 
Witmark, Sigmund Romberg, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Warner Bros., Stan- 
ley Co. of America, NBC, CBS, RCA, American Record Co., Brunswick 
Record Co., Knickerbocker Broadcasting Corp. and Columbia Phonograph 
Co. Suit asked $250 statutory damages for each playing, or the equivalent 
of over $1,000,000,000 in damages. 


‘Keep a V in Every Heart’ is the first of the V-for-Victory topical pop 
songs that sprung up. Al Lewis, Larry Stock and Vincent Rose wrote 
this one. 

Another twist on England’s ‘V for Victory’ campaign is a song titled 
‘Three Dots and a Dash’ written by Larry Adler and set to be played by 
him on CBS’ ‘Millions for Defense’ show next week. He'll also use it 
when ke goes longhair with the New York Philharmonic orchestra at 
Lewisohn Stadium Aug. 9. 





Southern Music Co.’s ‘Time Was,’ a Mexican melody by Miguel Prado, 
Spanish lyrics by Gabriel Luna, and English lyrics by S. K. Russell, 
clashes with an old Harms (now Chappell) copyright of a similarly titled 
song, which Anna Sosenko composed in 1932 for Hildegarde, whom she 
manages. Latter only recently started the Sosenko ‘Time Was’ tune to 
popularity, and will record it for Decca. But meantime the Southern 
Music composition has been widely waxed. 





Leeds Music Co has bought the popular catalog of the Jenkins Music 
Co., of Kansas City. The purchase will be incorporated in a new firm, 
Kaycee, Inc. The numbers involved in the sale include ‘Piccolo Pete,’ ‘12th 
Street Rag,’ ‘Nobody’s Darling But Mine’ and ‘Trouble in Mind.’ Shapiro 
& Bernstein recently announced that it had the renewal rights to ‘12th 
Street Rag.’ Leeds has also a subsid in the Pan-American Music Co. 





Band Bookings 


Vaughn Monroe, Aug. 1, week, 
| Earle theatre, Philadelphia; 9, Sunny- 
| brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 10 week, 
| Manhattan Beach, New York; 17, 
nine days, Million Dollar Pier, At- 
lantie City; 29, four days, Strand the- 
atre, Brooklyn. 

Blue Barron, July 25, Warren the- 
atre, Warren, Pa.; 26, Sunset Park, 


| 
' 
| 











Park, Dayton, O.; 3, Buckeye Lake, 
O.; 4, Joyland Park, Lexington, Ky.; 
5, Ritz theatre, Clarksburg, W. Va.; 
6, Casa Loma Club, Charleston, W. 
Va.; 7, Warner theatre, Morgantown, 
W. Va.; 8, Fountain Ferry Park, 
Louisville, Ky.; 9, Castle Farms, Cin- 
cinnati; 10, RKO theatre, Huntington, 
W. Va.; 11, Rock Springs Park, 
Chester, W. Va.; 12, Dunbar Cave B., 
Clarksville, Tenn.; 13, Coliseum (con- 
cert), Colonial Gardens (dance), 
Evansville, Ind.; 14, Trianon B., Terre 
Haute, Ind.; 15, Paramount theatre, 
Anderson, Ind. 

Tony Pastor, July 25, Armory, 
Toledo, O.; 26, Conneaut Lake Park, 
Conneaut Lake, Pa.; 27, Geneva-on- 
the-Lake, Geneva, O.; 28, State the- 
atre, Uniontown, Pa.; 29, Ambridge 
theatre, Ambridge, Pa.; 30, Columbia 
theatre, Sharon, Pa.; 31, Columbia 
theatre, Erie, Pa.; Aug. 1, Burlington 
Beach, Hamilton, Ont., Can.; 2, Dor- 
ney Park, Allentown, Pa.; 3, Hunt’s 
Pier, Wildwood, N. J.; 7, week, Capi- 
tol theatre, Washington, D. C.; 14, 
Indiana theatre, Indiana, Pa.; 15-21, 
Cedar Point, Sandusky, O. 


Alvino Rey, Aug. 1, Waldemere 
Park, Erie, Pa.; 2, Celeron Park, 
Jamestown, N. Y.; 3, Pier B., Geneva, 
N. Y.; 4, Mansion, Youngstown, O.: 
6, Sunset B., Carrolltown, Pa.; 7, 
Buckeye Lake, O.; 8, Coney Island, 
Cincinnati; 9, Lakeside Park, Dayton, 
O.; 10, Myers Lake Park, Canton, O. 

Frankie Masters, Aug. 2, Saylor’s 
Lake, Saylorsburg, Pa.; 3, Babb’s 
Park, Suffield, Conn.; 5, Canobie 
Lake, New Hampshire; 6, Old Orch- 
\ard, Me.; 8, week, Earle theatre, Phil- 
| adelphia. 

Tommy Dorsey, Aug. 20, Hershey 
| Park, Hershey, Pa.; 21, Celeron Park, 
Jamestown, N. Y.; 22-23, Toronto Ex- 
|position, Toronto, Can.; 24, Lake 
| Compounce, Bristol, Conn.; 27, Para- 
| mount theatre, N. Y. 

| Cab Calloway, July 28, Planter’s 
| Warehouse, Martinsville, Va.; 29, 
Van’s Warehouse, Abingdon, Va.; 30, 
| Memorial Aud., Raleigh, N. C.; 31, 
| Aud., Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 1, Colis- 
|}eum, Hendersonville, N. C. 

Larry Clinton, July 26, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 27, Modernistic 
B., Milwaukee; 29, Electric Park, 
Waterloo, Ia.; 30, Riverview Park, 
Des Moines; 31, Arnold’s Park, Ia.; 
Aug. 1, Fairyland Park, Kansas City; 
| 2, Municipal Aud., Okla. City. 
| Al Donahue, July 26, Saylor’s Lake, 
Saylorsburg, Pa.; 27, Hunt’s Pier, 
Wildwood, N. J.; 30, Polish Com- 
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Carrolltown, Pa.; 27-31, Million Dol- | 
lar Pier, Atlantic City; Aug. 1, Mis- | 
sion Inn, Latrobe, Pa.; 2, Lakeside | 


munity Center, White Plains, N. 5 | 


1 


Harris, $20,000 in Pitt, Lewis, 196 
In N.Y., Heavy Band Draws; James 
Gets Marxes’ Help in Philly, $20,000 


(Estimates for This Week) 
Will Bradley, New York — ‘Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99) (4th wk). 
Still teamed up with ‘Caught in 


| 
| 
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tween July 26, when he finishes two 





days at Surt Beach, Virginia, and| Draft’ (Par), which is accounting for 
Aug. 15. bulk of draw, and strong stage show, 
‘ih. treme iii : including Jane Froman and Danny 
vic "Amico an replace ee : 
Johnny Messner’s at the Essex House, mage. Rugged $35,000 ape ; fourth 
N. Y., last night (Tues.). Sammy | Week. Picture stays with this stage 


Kaye returns Oct. 15 or 20. show, but Bradley leaves on prior 
commitment and is being replaced 
by Joe Venuti for fifth session start- 


ing today (Wed.). 





Ted Straeter orchestra goes into 
the Arrowhead Inn, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., July 29 for its sec- 





end straints scemen Cab Calloway, New York — 
veers | (Strand; 2,767; 35-55-75-85-99) with 

— ‘Manpower’ (WB). Band unit tak- 

Horace Heidt re-signed for two | ing bows for most of business. Mod- 
years with Columbia Records. Band est $24,000 on third session, after 


is at the Edgewater Beach hotel, | strong $32,000 for second stanza. 
Chicago. Phil Harris, Pittsburgh—(Stanley;: 
aie 3,800; 25-40-60) with ‘Bad Men of 
Paul Specht, pioneer maestro, has | Missouri’ (WB). Harris is drawing 


written a book, ‘How They Become | most of the biz, with the action film 
Name-Bands‘ for Fine Arts Publica-| credited with the rest of very good 
tions, 


$20,000 coming up. 


Harry James, 
(Earle; 2,768; 


—. 





Philadelphia — 


Billy Baer orchestra at Schroeder 35-46-57-68-75) with 


hotel, Milwaukee for three weeks.| ‘Big Store’ (M-G). Combination of 
Set through the Weems agency.| the Marx Bros. and James’ hot crew 


Fifth engagement for the Baer or- 








drawing nice $20,000. 
chestra in this room. Sammy Kaye, Chicago—-(Chicago; 
| 4,000; 35-55-75) with ‘Moon Over 
Slim Davis quit seat in Eddie| Miami’ (20th). Kaye orch is key 


Maggia band, Angola, N. Y., to join item in a excellent — —" 
Benny Goodman on trumpet. | ne into the town’s ace theatre cur- 

| rently, though reports on the picture 
2 re |are fine. Kaye is not a frequent 
Channing Barron vocalizes and | vi-itor to Chicago, but his occasional 


leads his Blue Notes at Rocco’s Villa |trips have resulted in strong b.o. 








| Sunset, Lake Susquehanna, near) turnouts, Whirling the wicket to 
Blairstown, N. J. good $35,000. 

- | Ted Lewis, New York—(Staie; 

Bernie Whitman’s band with) 3.400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). | Lewis 


vocalist Peggy Cannon is breaking and his ‘Rhythm Rhapsody’ revue on 


records at Johnny DeSanto’s Pocono| stage not being helped much by 

Summit Inn, Pocono Summit, Pa. ‘Night in Lisbon’ (Par) on screen, 

a | which was plenty milked by ex- 

Artle Wayne at Luna Pier, Erie,|¢nded run on Broadway. Fair 

Mich., with Bobbie Todd as vocalist. | $19,000 in sight, with most of it 
; i | credited to Lewis. 

, ._ | Lani MelIntire, Washington — 

Glen Garr follows Pinky Tomlin | (Earle: 2,216:  28-39-44-66) with 


at Anacacno Room, San Antonio. | ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB), Buster 


| West and Lucille Page and other 
lacts. Bette Davis-Cagney marquee 
|draw accounting for most of excel- 





Aug. 1, week, Totem Pole B., Auburn- 


dale, N. Y. . 
Jimmy Dorsey, July 26, Pier B., | lent $20,000. 
Buckeye Lake, O.; 27, Myers Lake | — 











Park, Canton, O.; 28, Arena, London, 
Can.; 29, Mutual Arena, Toronto; 31, | 
|Danceland, Sylvan Beach, N. Y.; Aug. | 
2-3, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 

Joe Venuti, July 31, Lakewood | 
Park, Mahoney City, Pa.; Aug. 1, | 
Geo F. Pavillion, Johnson City, N.Y.; 
2, Oriental B., Gallitcin, Pa. 
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Unfamiliar Names, 


Factors in Some Cases; Miller Whammo 


and his orchestra 
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MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 








so-so $612 from approximately same 





| tically unknown here, Breese’s Bree 
| dancers at 85c. 
|}do much better. 
Ina Ray Hutton (Saylor’s Lake, Sa 
| —and hurt. 

| but $850 take profitable all around. 


Harry James (Saylor’s Lake, Saylorsburg, Pa., July 16). 


lout nifty $1,020 representing 1,200 st 


Glenn Miller (Eastwood Gardens, 
every mark at this spot, pulling tu 


number dancers at $1.10. 


Ozzie Nelson 


B., Spokane, next day (16) band’s ta 
Tony Pastor (Arena, London, Ont., 
able deficit for promoters with poor 





99c. 


| couple. 
| Claude Thornhill (Totem Pole B., 


‘turn after a 7,200-$4,860 weekend (10-12) Thornhill continued good with | 


$3,172; 1,000 Monday, 1,700 Tuesday, 


(Estimates) 


Charlie Barnet (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, June 15). S| 
bad night in this sector of Nebraska and bugaboo did Barnet no good; | 


Lou Breese (Saylor’s Lake Pavilion, Saylorsburg, Pa., 


Not sock, but band well liked and repeat would probably | 


Still, Miss Hutton drew 


| Frankie Masters (Waldemere Park, 
best crowds turned up neat $1,770 for Masters at 75c. | 


26,310 customers in five nights and a matinee. 
town, O., Sunday (20) band followed suit, ringing up $4,305 with same | 


Vaugin ztonrce (Roton Point Park, South Norwaix, Conn., July 20). 
Personality star drew 982 at 85c, summer's best biz in small room. 
(Fairmont B., Yakima, Wash., July 15). 
melted anticipations; 1,100 at $1.10 was good, however. At Natatorium Park 


ness as a name headliner, not his work. 
two nights previous (12) crew popped 2,149 hoppers through gate at 75c. | 

Alvino Rey (Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn., July 20). 
sunk Tommy Dorsey’s high mark here with well-aimed 2,250 dancers at 
Three days previous (17-19) band got sock $5,400 at Boston's Totem 
| Pole B., pulling 1,800 Thursday, 2,900 Friday, 3,300 Saturday at $1.35. 











Tuesday is always | 





number stubs at 85c-$1.10. 
July 19). Prac- | 
zy Rhythm wafted $680 into till; 800 | 


DUKE 
DALY 


and his band 


PLAYLAND CASINO 
RYE BEACH, NEW YORK 
WOR - Mutual 











ylorsburg, Pa.; July 12). Rains came | 
approximately 1,000 at 85c; not big, | 


James knocked 
ubholders at 85c. 


Erie, Pa., July 19). One of season’s 






MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP: 


LOU 
BREESE 


And His Orchestra 


TOTEM POLE BALLROOM 
AUBURNDALE, MASS. 
July 24-31 


Detroit, July 15-20). Miller chased 
rnaway biz every night for total of 
At Yankee Lake, Youngs- | 














Hot weather 


ke was below par. Fair 1,300 at 85c. 
July 14). Pastor puzzling and prob- 
940 at $1. Ops blame Pastor’s new- | 
At Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., 





Rey crew 






Mutual Network 
Pers, Mgt. Sam Lutz 
Re- 
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Mutual Deal Disappoints Pubs 





Opening up of the WOR-Mutual Broadcasting System links to 
ASCAP Music has been a disappointment to music men, it is now 


| 


frankiy admitted, for a number of reasons. The bandieaders are the 


major hurdle through their fear 


While needing BMI for CBS and NBC outlets. Thus, even MBS bands 


play a predominance of BMI musi 


of loading up with ASCAP tunes. 
c, or the emphasis is put on oldies | 


like ‘Who’ and ‘Star Dust’ which are good library stuff to the average 


band, on or off the air, but it doesn’t help to plug the new ASCAP | 


output. 
The pubs recognize that also and 


tion is adjusted all around, it’s a stalemate. 
Another aspect, w.k. to the trade, revolves around the many little 


known bands that have cropped 


naturally concerned chiefly with making a rep for themselves rather 


than with helping ASCAP’s cause. 


a situation, likewise lean more to the ‘Hut Sut,’ ‘Intermezzo’ and 
‘Daddy’ school of music since these are the contemporaneously estab- 


lished surefire tunes. 


| 
| 
} 


until the general music-radio situa- 


up of late over Mutual. They're 


These bands, taking advantage of 








ASCAP Admits 
26 Writers 
And 7 Pubs 


Board of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers voted last week to ad- 
mit to membership 26 song writers 
and seven publishers. Additions 
bring ASCAP membership to 1,192 
writers and 146 publishing firms. 

New WRITER MEMBERS 


Isidor Achron. 
Alfred H. Ackley. 
Edgar W. Battle. 
Charles Carpenter. 
Robert M. Crawford. 
Saxie Dowell. 
Roger Edens. 
Malvin M. Franklin. 
Irving Gellers. 

Mort Greene. 
Remus Harris. 

John Holler. 

Eddy Howard. 
Rogers Wolfe Kahn. 
Buddy Kaye. 
Richard S. (Dick) Kuhr 
Bertha Mae Williams. 
Frederick Loewe. 
Frank Madden, 
Dave Radford. 

Dick Robertson. 
Tony Sacco. 

Arturo Somohano. 
Milo Allison Sweet. 
Abe Tuvim. 

Franz Waxman. 

New PUBLISHER MEMBERS 
Brown and Henderson. 
Cowlow Music Co. 

@ Dash, Connelly, Inc. 
Edition Musicus, New York. 
Ensemble Music Press. 
Charles E. Kjmg. 
Pan-American Music Co. 


Earl Peitz Recovering 


Youngstown, July 22. 
Earl Peitz, assistant manager of | 


Craig Beach Park, near Youngstown, 
O., is recovering at South Side hos- 
pital, Youngstown, from head and 
back injuries received when his au- 
tomobile plunged off the road. 

Apparently fell asleep while driv- 
ing July 14. 











REFUGEE TUNESMITHS 
COMPOSING FOR BMI 


| Dr. Ralph Benatzky, Viennese | 
composer of ‘White Horse Inn,’ etc., 
turned out ‘Do I Dare?’ (with Jo de 
| Sylva) for BMI, and Hermann 
Leopoldi, another refugee tunesmith 
from mid-Europe, fashioned ‘Speak- 
ing of an Angel’ (with Milton 
Leews), for the same firm. 

Quite a few maestros, not with 
ASCAP, have lately authored new 
songs for BMI also. Fabian Andre 
(In a Corner of Kaloha,’ with Nat 
Conney); Caesar Petrillo, the Chi 
leader, did the words with Edward 
Ross, music by Iris Shawn to ‘We'll 
Never Know’ for Peer (BMI affili- 
ate); Arthur Gershwin (brother of 
George and Ira) composed ‘I’m Such 
a Baby’ (Eddie Pola’s words) for 
Peer; and Floria Vestoff, nitery 
+dancer, with Gordon Andrews, maes- 
tro at Club 18, N. Y., authored 


‘Everyone Was There But Me’ for} 
BMI. 











Music Distrib Killed 








El Paso, Texas, July 22. 
| Joe B. Williams, 37, head of a 
| Dallas music company, and his wife, 
| 38, were injured fatally last week 
when their automobile overturned 
near Berino, New Mexico. A. M. 
Mendez of New Orleans, district 
manager of the Wurlitzer Music Co., 
which Williams represented in Texas 
and Oklahoma, and Mrs. Mendez, 
were injured but not seriously. 

The four were on their way home 
from a vacation trfp in Canada and 
the West Coast. 

Williams maintained offices in San 


| Antonio, Houston and Oklahoma 
| City. 








Helena Horne’s Discs 
Tieing in with W. C. Handy’s just | 
published autobiography, ‘Father of | 
the Blues,’ Helena Horne, sepia | 
songstress at Cafe Society Down-| 


| 
| 
| 


Levy’s Kaycee Subsid 





Lou Levy, head of Leeds Musie, 


who also controls Pan-American 
Music (with Antobal Azpiazu, the 
leader of Antobal’s Cubans) has 


added a third subsid, Kaycee Music 
Corp. This comprises some 400 
copyrights acquired recently from 
J. W. Jenkins & Co., the big Kansas 
City band instrument, music jobbing 
and publishing firm, hence the Kay- 
cee corporate name. 

The deal embraces some $20,000 
and includes works like ‘Piccolo 
Pete,” ‘Trouble in Mind,’ ‘Night Time 
in Nevada, Willard Robinson’s 
‘Peaceful Valley’ and ‘Deep Elm,’ 
‘Nobody's Darling But Mine’ and 
sundry hillbilly tunes, many known 
as ‘regional hits,’ i.e. popular in cer- 
tain locales but selling into fancy 


figures. 
Leeds doesn’t acquire the Jenkins 
name nor ASCAP rating, since 


Jenkins continues as a publisher of 
standard and other music. Nor is 
‘12th Street Rag’ involved, that tune 
now being the subject of legal dis- 
pute Wetween Jenkins and Shapiro- 
Bernstein over copyright renewal! 
and will probably not fall to Leeds’ 
lot in this deal. 

Mickey Goldsen is g.m. for Leeds. 


‘MAKE IT 234%, 
HINT BY ASCAP 
REPORTED 





As evidence of the fact that 
ASCAP is ‘in a mood to dicker,’ the 
radio grapevine is that John G. 
Paine and E. C. Mills of the Society 
cued certain CBS and NBC directors 
that ‘if the broadcasters came up to 
234%, we might be able to influence 
ASCAP to accept it.’ 

The Society has been holding out 
for 3%, same as the MBS deal; the 


other two networks have placed a | 


214% 
terms. 


ROBBINS CONTESTING 
GAY’S ‘VAMP’ SUIT 


Robbins Music Corp. will ask the 
N. Y. supreme court today (Wednes- 
day) to vacate an application for a 
bill of particulars asked by Byron 
Gay, composer. Robbins will claim 
that the information sought is part 
of the allegations of the complaint 
and the burden of proof should be on 
the plaintiff. 

Other defendants are Leo Feist, 
Inc., and 20th Century-Fox Film 
Corp., with $350,000 asked against 
the publishing houses, and $100,000 
against the film company. Gay is 
the composer of the song ‘The 
Vamp,’ published by Will Rossiter in 
1919. Subsequently the copyright 
was assigned to Feist and then to 
Robbins in 1939. They are accused 


ceiling on their 











town, N. Y., has recorded a ‘Birth of ,Of having failed to pay royalties, 
the Blues’ album for RCA Victor! and 20th-Fox of having used the 
with Henry ‘Hot Lips’ Levene’s or-| Song without permission in ‘Rose of 
chestra. Naturally, Handy’s famed | Washington Square.’ 


‘St. Louis Blues’ is one of the ex-| 
PEEWEE IRWIN QUITS CBS 


cerpts. 
Off 





Miss Horne has since done more 
waxing for Victor with Artie Shaw 
and is being negotiated for an NBC 
contract 





Studio Roll to Organize Own 
Dance Orchestra 





Peewee Irwin, trumpeter with the 





Mutual Network Plugs 


CBS studio orchestra in New York, 
has turned in two months’ notice. 
He is quitting to form a band of his 
own. Notice is effective Sept. 1 and 
Irwin will immediately begin work 








The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 


confined to WOR, New York release 


|of building a four sax, four rhythm, 
three trombone and four trumpet 
for Mutual Broadcasting System, but combination. Four trumpets will, of 


includes the entire MBS chain. The compilation herewith covers the week | °OUTS€ include his own. 


beginning July 14 (Monday) and ending July 20 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to! 


| . . ‘ 
Irwin is widely known among 


2 a.m., and based on daily recapulations fgurnished by Accurate Reporting |dance band men, having been with 


» Service and MBS logs. 


Tommy Dorsey for three years prior 





to the CBS studio job and with a 
ag PUBLISHER TOTAL | fock of name outfits prior to that. 
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into the Army. 


proffered | 


15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 











(Week ending July 19, 1941) 
Blut But BON. 2.0 ccescccecccccsceces ipkacebe ean ens +eeee- SChumana 
Se bc esas peeeseseses weccecsccoes eéigasewead cudanas Republic 
PNR k.ocetsdscees Kaeteaseaenee sesenceeuseeweuws .+..- Schuberiiz 
Dierin BiORR. .cccces ueededessneceeebeeseeneeens eens .+. Southern 
Ne Es 45464000 b006050000 60%8 eee eT eT ee) Campbell 
Green BYES ccccccscces pos obs 606600000000 000 6600000007 C ee 
Ee a er rr Sere ree reer err rer err te Porgie 
Apple Blossom Time ...... 00006000006066$0 000000606005 ORO 
Ces fee ee SERS). 5 choses seeaes snbesenaeuen Paramount 
Fou Are By BUNGAIRE. .cccccccccccscscecccecesesveses ... Southern 
er i Mr 2 £25 ceca areas eaaeudecaebe’eeedt eases ease BMI 
"Till Revellle seccccccccscessccece jeveeneaebeuks risteae ..Melody Lane 
ED SE Oh. obs. 5 Roos Obed 5 0064s SkE EES 8O FES e VOR ae ELE Willson 
err Leghhaemaldda bee bodkeeketetabewnsausawecue Marks 
WHE TOMOITOW covoccccecusaccess ret eer eee Tere Republie 
* Filmusical. 














Music Notes 


Don Raye and Gene de Paul 
turned in five songs for ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ at Universal. Numbers are ‘Pig 
Foot Pete,’ ‘Watch the Birdie,’ ‘Con- 
garoo,’ ‘You Were Heaven For Two’ 
and the title song. 








Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
wrote five songs for ‘Cadet Girl’ at 
20th-Fox. Ditties are ‘She’s a Good 
Neighbor,’ ‘My Old Man Was an 
Army Man,’ ‘It Happened, It’s Over,’ 
‘Till Settle It For You’ and ‘Uncle 
Sam Gets Around.’ 





Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin 
finished six songs for ‘Go West, 
Young Lady’ at Columbia. Ditties 
are ‘Pots and Pans on Parade,” ‘Most 
Gentlemen Don’t Prefer a _ Lady,’ 
‘Somewhere Along the Trail,’ ‘Dog- 
gie Take Your Time,’ ‘I Wish That 
I Could Be a Singing Cowboy,’ and 
the title song. * 





Max Steiner doing the score and 
background music for ‘Dive Bomber’ 
at Warners. 


Lud Gluskin wound up his scoring 
job on Edward Small’s ‘International 
Lady.’ 





Frederick Hollander scored 
Comes Mr. Jorlan’ at Columbia. 


‘Here 





Nevill Fleeson and Desi Arnaz 
collaborating on ‘Many Thanks for 








Buffalo Buttes’ at Paramount. 





Dmitri Tiompkin signed to score 
‘Flying Blind.’ 





Phil Boutelje completed the back- 
ground music for ‘Sweater Girl’ at 
Paramount. 








Miklos Rozsa conducting the or- 
chestra recording his original score | 
for Alexander Korda’s ‘Lydia.’ 


feven dri:m rolls. 





Dub in BMI As 
Bands Pass With 
ASCAP Melodies 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
WCCO was in a tough spot during 
its descriptive broadcast of the local 
Aquatennial celebration’s big parade. 
It had two open mikes—one very 
near the procession—and its problem 
was to shut out ASCAP tunes or 


With nearly all 
the pieces played by the numerous 
bands and even the drum corps 
sheets ASCAP property, it was a 
difficult problem indeed. 





The station ingeniously solved the 
problem, however, by having its ace 
sound man, Jack Nadeau, standing 
by in the studio with recordings of 
BMI band marches and drum corps 
numbers. At every cue from an 
announcer, such as ‘Here comes the 
Pillsbury Flour Mills band,’ Nadeau 
would slip into a recorded band num- 
ber that went out over the air with 
listeners none the wiser as to its 
non-legitimacy. 

By this device, it was felt, a more 
vivid and colorful broadcast was at- 


the Rhumba.’ tained than if the announcers, Rod 
. O'Connor and Bill Wigginton, had 

; been placed in a glassed-in booth 

John Leipold scoring ‘Shiek of| and crowd noises shut out. of 


course, a parade without band mu- 
sic also would have been a dull af- 
fair for listeners, the station felt. 








Gail Kubik, 27-year-old American 
composer, who recently won the 
$1,000 prize offered by Jascha Hei- 
fetz for a new violin concerto, has 


|} signed an exclusive, long-term con- 


tract for his orchestral works with 
Leonard Feist’s Mercury Music Corp. 


es | rk. 





_NBC-CBS Pgs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning July 14 (Monday) and ending July 20 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 


nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 
of New York. 


PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
Ek inchs ula Nileh-< dsle te deuce dediaeaadla-cam Ok bac barat Republic ........ 42 
EER Aca cen Geman neue oe Ae ene MOLES Southern ........ 40 
I ae a Se a a Oe a Ft! sCMEEDDON 2.250 37 
You and I me ee 29 
IN te rege Ne Sia a ne a dea cae i. eau 28 
EM fie ee ue e oe. Me ie le Schuberth ...... 27 
a hes ico ee, Schumann ...... 26 
RESET ARC Siege eS ertE tee ea br OT Sg re 25 
B Wert Gut of My Wag... cn cc ccccc cc ccccccccucs rr: 24 
Peaceful in the Country............ yh ater ie aes canens Regent ...... : 23 
Let’s Get Away from It All............. . Embassy ........ 23 
Lament to Love.......... ‘a — ere ets Mn 
birt iis iiss oak a 60k wo 6dweadcda xe. ...Melody Lane.... 18 
a ee weer. ee 18 
SE ee ee eee a, og ae 17 
i Mt os a DERE 65464000 a 
mOogiic Woogile Pigey.........sccoccccvcccccscccsces Mutual ......... 17 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night.................. Marks ......... . 16 
© REDS ree  eeen Melody Lane.... 15 
I OPEOG i siccee ee 15 
I Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest...............cce0e OS SEP rece . 14 
SY I Sheldon ....... a | 
See BO OE WO TOW pvcwncccbouacccececcsseusscs ~« Embassy ...... + 
South of North Carolina. ...............ccccecccccucs er 13 
Everything Happens to Me...................cccceee Embassy .......- 12 
WORM BP TRO TRIVOE. 050 cccessscnnccctovccseccceccas a . 12 
TE Sete hbecctenuekasald sade kee vanccecneeel ini d.n biew dot 12 
SE A tASLEMA CS hee eha bE diawe se dinws 4<5d4 0445 KACKERE he 11 
Ee ae UGE a6sccss 11 
ne a A, a Southern ....... 11 
i is ec cinne widbec news idba YO, eee 10 
Romantic Guy, I........ kip so Macks on kiete Obs tate Nation Wide..... 10 
I oe kek nace becsdeaatel Cia. Denke oad 10 
Ee ad chick swkca séaccdebccescvcsceds Southern ....... 10 





*Filmusical excerpt. 
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Pa. Employment Agency Law Hits 
Bookers Hard; Gov. James Okay 
Awaited; Major Offices Affected 


AVague Contracts Key To 





Philadelphia, July 22. 

One of the most stringent bills af- 
fecting show business was passed by 
the State Senate last Thursday (17) 
and needs only the signature of 
Governor Arthur H. James before 
it becomes a law. 

The act, known as the Employ- 
ment Agency Law, is aimed at curb- 
ing all evils connected with the the- 
atrical booking business, i.e., ending 
commission chiseling and stopping 
unlicensed agents, especially those 
with offices outside the state from 
doing business in Pennsylvania. 


Under the act, which was passed 
by the House of Representatives last 
May, investigators of the State De- 
partment of Labor and Industry are 
given the right to subpoena all 
books and papers of an agent. Book- 
ers must keep records of every job 
they obtained for an actor, commis- 
sions charged, etc. Failure to pro- 
duce these records makes an agent 
liable to being held in contempt of 
court. 

Violations of the new law are 
classified as misdemeanors and pro- 
vide fines of $25 to $250 and im- 
prisonment up to one year. 


Backed by the State Entertain- 
ment Managers Associatien, the bill 
has a clause aimed directly at the 
big New York offices (MCA, Wil- 
liam Morris, CRA, etc.). Unless 
these offices establish headquarters 
here, they will be unable to obtain 
state licenses and therefore forbid- 
den to engage in business here. In 
addition, out-of-state bookers are 
prohibited from hiring performers 
here for work outside of the Com- 
monwealth. Every 
biz is covered under the act. 


Case History Required 


An interesting proviso in the new 
law is one which requires 
agents keep on file a case history 
of every prospective employer for 
at least two years back, giving his 
record for paying off; his financial 
stability; whether he has been con- 
victed of any law violations, etc. In 
addition, this information must be 
attested to by at least two persons. 


This data must be shown to any | 
performer upon request. 

Agents, too, must be of ‘good 
moral character,’ and furnish proof 
of being okay financially. To ob- 
tain a license a booker must put 
up a $1,000 bond. The license fee 


is $100 a year, 
$5 for each representative. Only 
persons whose names are on the 
original applications may be classi- 


with an additional 


fied as agents’ reps. 
Guard Minors 
Any performer under 21 years of 
age must obtain permission from 
parents or guardians and such per- 


mission 
fice. 
must 


must be filed in agents’ of- 
Under the bill every agent 
be visited by a state investi- 
gator three times a month-—if 
sible—and his books audited by a 
State auditor at least once a year. 

Another evil curbed by the law is 
the practice of agents splitting com- 
missions with employers. Every 
contract, with the amount of fee 
marked thereon, must be made in 
triplicate and signed by the agent, 
employer and entertainer. In ad- 
dition, the cost of transportation—if 
any—must be paid by the employer 
and included in the contract. 

To prevent the stranding of acts 
on the road, bookers must obtain 


pos- 


permission from the state licensing | 
agent before he takes a unit outside | 


the state. Agents are forbidden to 
book an act into a place 
forces entertainers to mix with 
guests, permits gambling or is used 
as a ‘house of ill repute.’ This type 
of booking is subject to a fine of 
$100 to $1,000 and a jail rap of a 
year, Schedules of commissions 


must be filed and approved by the | 


State Department. 


e 





branch of show | 


that | 


which | 


Mpls. Nitery Gives , 
Away Defense Bonds 





Minneapolis, July 22. 

Curly’s, local night club, has in- 
augurated a Tuesday ‘National De- 
fense Night.’ As a promotion stunt 
and to help the defense program, it 
gives the holder of a winning ticket 
a $25 defense bond. 

Stubs are collected during the 
week and the winner must be 
present to obtain the prize. 


FRISCO STRIKE 
MAY SPREAD 
TO CAFES: 


San Francisco, July 22. 
Frisco restaurant strike, stretching 
|toward its first month, is slowly 
spreading and now may engulf hotels 
Nearly 70 eateries are 











|and niteries. 
| closed, jamming ‘lunch counters dur- 
|ing the noonday rush and keeping 
| diners away from accustomed haunts 
in the evening. Theatres just off the 


main drag report a considerable 
slackening in after-dark sidewalk 
traffic. 


What may bring nite clubs and 
hotels (which signed a 45-day truce 
with culinary unions) into a pro- 
{tracted strike is pressure from the 
Employer’s Council, which counter- 
attacked union demands by insti- 
tuting 25% wage cuts and six-day 
weeks, paving way for a general 
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_Method of Booking U. S. 


—Exploit Ignorance of 
Fact That ‘Dollars’ in 
Mexico Are Quarters in 
United States 





$5 PER WEEK 





By DOUGLAS L. GRAHAME 


Mexico City, July 22. 

Many American troupers are held 
to be victims of a racket that causes 
them much grief when they play 
Mexico. This ‘racket’ is of purely 
American origin. It is considered 
here uncommon for American or 
other foreign performers to have 
considerable difficulties in their 
dealings with officials and showmen 
of Mexico. All victims of this racket 
are small-timers, usually those of the 
profession who just get by in the 
U. S., need a job so desperately that 
they will take anything, anywhere, 
or irresponsible kids who have dab- 
bled in amateur shows and are eager 
to get pro bookings, especially those 
that will take them abroad. 

The contract causes most of the 
trouble of this racket. Chicago is, 
seemingly, the hub of this biz. 
These players are so glad to sign 
that, it is found, most of them do 
not even read what they put their 
names to before using pen and ink, 
and only give the document atten. 
tion when they are down here and 
things have begun to run in reverse 
for them. Those who do read the 
contract before they scramble for 
trains or buses figure that the pact 
is the McCoy and that it will be 
the open sesame to coin and glory 
for them in the land of sunshine and 
romance, 

These _ contracts 
sketchy and vague. 


are wilfully | 





closing. Some of the places which 
are closed are dark in sympathy, | 
|management and staffs having no} 
| quarrel although representatives of 
leach are clashing 

When strike started, Frank Martin- 
elli of the Bal Tabarin issued state- 
ments on behalf of kindred situa- 
tions stating they had separate agree- 
| ments and would not be affected. 


‘CHANGES MIND, KEEPS 
‘BENNY THE BUM’ TAG 


Philadelphia, July 22. 

Benjamin Fogelman has decided to 
keep his ‘Benny-the-Bum’ tag after 
all 

Fogelman unshuttered his bistro 
on the site of the old 21 Club last 
Wednesday (16) with his ‘Bum’ 
label despite a previous announce- 
ment that he was going ‘respectable 
nencetortn., 

‘I made my success as Benny- 
the-Bum,’ he explained. ‘Ar f 
the name isn’t worth anythi é 
I’m not worth anything anymore.’ 

Fogelman’s return to the nitery 
scene was. sudden. He wasn’t 
skedded to return until the early 


because of the seasonal slack 


3° 4! .4,,14,- : 
qgimnicuay if 


fall 
and obtaining a new 
liquor license. But with an eye to- 
ward the Elks convention here and 
the coming national conclave of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Fogel- 
man put a little pressure on and 
| was able to unshutter to get a good 


| hunk of the Elks biz before the 
| parley closed. 

The spot is in his own name. (He 
was only the manager of the pre- 
vious location that bore his tag). 
| His angel for his new bankroll is 


| his father, a scrap metal merchant. 





The Esquire Opens 
Schenectady, N. Y., July 22. 
| The Esquire, formerly Sonny 
|O’Brien’s, near Schenectady, has 
opened, with Haven Johnston, com- 
| poser-pianist-singer, featured, 


|of work 


| When the performers begin to 


stand up for a second for any kind 
north 


Players with such paper get 


| awkward tangles down here because | 
| they 


signed something that 
the kind of work 
they are to do, nor the theatre or 
theatres they are to play. Neithe 
are these contracts plain about the 
players’ 
for the performers 
ple, the laconic 


have 
does not specify 


with, for exam- 
mention of ‘25’ per 
col- 
lect, there is usually 
pointment for them. 
$5 Per Week 

The theatre manager 
$25 (Mex.) ($5 U. S.) 
that as they 
the 25 means 


a bitter disap- 


hands them 
and contends 


pesos, the coin of this 


country. The players try to argue 
that as the contract was made in 
the U. S., dollars are meant—a big 
ifference, currently 4.86 times more 
than the proffered pesos payoff. Play- 
Pr have never bee known t Nil 
} } of argumer Twent \ 
pesos a veek is punl pay fe even 
the punkest of Mexican tent v 
performers It would hardly keep 
an American in cigarets down her: 
Currently, the peso doesn’t go ver 
much farther in this capital than 
does a dime in Gotham. 

Players are also flim-flammed by 
the ‘neglect’ of the contracts to spec- 
ify the nature of their work. That} 


leads to a lot of trouble and indig- | 


nities for the performers, particu- 
larly the femmes. A current case of 
this was that of girls who were 


booked in Chicago to pty the Fol- 
lies Bergeres, local revue house. 
Their show went floppo fast. The 
person who was sketchily in charge 
of the troupe, comprising 16 artistes, 
told the girls, several of whom were 
‘under 18 and a few even under 16. 
|that they must do a strip tease to | 
hypo biz, for if the show went en- 
tirely floppo it would be just 
economically bad for them. The 
| girls had to oblige. They had no 
| comeback. 

| Performers who get into difficul- 
| (Continued on page 63) 





hi 


Acts, Mostly Small-Timers | 


They would not 


of the Rio Grande. | 
into | 


payoff. They gloss over coin | 


are playing in Mexico, | 


too | 





Mpls. Baffled at Quick Powder Taken 
By New Police Chief After His Putsch 





Free Beer for Legion 





Milwaukee, July 22 
Nitery operators are 
over an announcement that all eight 
Milwaukee breweries will hold open 
house from 9 am. to 6 p.m. daily 
during the American Legion conven- 
tion Sept. 14-18. The cafe men 
wonder where they come in if thou- 
sands of visitors are to enjoy free 
beer and lunches all day long in a 
spirit of gemuethlichkeit. 
The Jos. Schlitz Brewing Co. is 
closing part of Galena street to estab- 
lish a huge outdoor beer garden. 


Premier-Pabst is devoting a _ big 
vacant lot to similar purpose. Blatz, 
Miller, Gettleman, Independent, 
Capitol and Fox Head also are mak- 
ing elaborate entertainment plans to 
show the legionnaires true Milwau- 
kee hospitality. 





EDICT FOR 
SARATOGA 


Albany, N. Y., July 22. 
Governor Lehman’s action in sum- 
moning to Albany the Saratoga dis- 
| trict attorney, 
Saratoga Springs 
| public safety, to inform them of com- 








commissioner of 


| the Spa and other law violations and 
| to insist that provisions of the penal 
| law with respect to 
strictly enforced, is believed to fore- 


shadow another ‘lid-down’ season 
during the local racing season this 
affect the plans 
Saratoga 


nitery 


|summer. This may 


of some well-known night 


clubs. Several men with 


believing the at- 
officials this 


gambling adjuncts, 
titude of enforcement 
year would be 
big-scale floor shows 

In 1939, 


oe then district attorney 


made a vigorous drive to stop gam- 
bling away from the track. Last year 
the lid was also clamped down. Min- 
isters and reform groups have dur- 
ing the past two years had investiga- 
tors checking on the night spots. Ap- 
pare! tne me proce € r¢ 
f ed th vea; 

The turf season is from July 28 
Aug. 30, preceded by a 28-night ses- 
sion of harne racin with pari- 
mutuel betting, at a new Saratoga 

act 
Spa Roadhouse Shows 


Y., July 22. 
The lines are pretty well 


Saratoga Springs, N. 


drawn 
toga roadhouses, for season 
next Monday (28). 

Monte Proser, at Piping Rock, will | 
headline Joe E. Lewis, Adelaide 
Moffett, the Copacabana Revue and 
Emil Coleman's orch. 
| Arrowl will 
garde 
Georg 
; band. 

At Riley’s, as last year, Cross and 

'Dunn will be the major entertain- 
; ment. 
Mother Kelly’s opened 
i week (19) with a Boots 
production of ‘Miami Revels,’ 
‘by Jean Devlin. 


opening 


ead Inn have “ilde- 
toplining a inclua.ng 
ses and Jalna and Ted Straeter's 


sh Ow 


here this 
McKenna 
staged 


Worries M’w’kee Cafes: 


perturbed | 


NO GAMBLING 


the sheriff and the} 
plaints received about gambling in | 


gambling be 


‘more liberal,’ planned | 


as to entertainment lineups at Sara- | 


Against Vice and Night Club Gambling 





Minneapolis, July 22. 

Town is in a furor as the result 
of the sudden and baffling resigna- 
tion and mysterious disappearance of 
Police Chief E. B. Hanson nine days 
after he had taken office, clamped an 
air-tight lid on ali vice and an- 
| nounced the lid was on to stay. 
| Mayor-elect M. L. Kline had 
| broken a precedent in going outside 
| the police department to employ 
Hanson, who was police head at a 
big manufacturing plant working on 
defense orders here. The mayor an- 
nounced that his purpose was to re- 
store ‘confidence’ in the department 
and emphasize that ‘the day of rack- 
eteers in our community is at an 
end.’ 

The chief executive insists that 
Hanson gave him no advance notice 
or warning of his quitting and that 
he is as much in the dark as the 
public. The chief left a brief note 
of resignation, without any explana- 
tion for his action, and then dropped 
completely out of sight. Kline 
charges that the underworld is try- 
ing desperately to discredit his ad- 
ministration at the very outset. 

When he took charge of police af- 
fairs, Hanson not only closed up all 
|; after-hour unlicensed liquor night 
clubs, gambling houses and resorts, 
but also stopped’ cafe gambling and 
horserace bookmaking. It’s the first 
time that horserace bookmaking, big 
here, ever had been hit. 

‘Felt Obliged to Quit’ 

‘The conclusion in many quarters 
was that this complicated situation 
in the underworld, with a lucrative 
take at stake, was so serious that 
Hansen felt obliged to quit in the face 
of conditions with which he felt 
powerless to cope,’ one local news- 
paper declared. The same news- 
paper is calling for a grand jury in- 
vestigation of the resignation. 

It had been reported in the news- 
papers that, in consequence of elec- 
| tion results, the old ‘combination’ 
| Which had ruled the city’s under- 
world and vice had lost out, that an- 
other ‘syndicate, which has been in 
the background for a number of 
| years, would take over and that out- 
siders also were trying to move ‘in, 

There had been resentment within 
the police department when Hansen, 
an outsider, was appointed chief, but 
this is not believed to have been an 
influencing factor. When he left he 
apparently confided nothing to any- 
body, but took his family de- 
parting in his auto. 

At the same time that the 
resigned and disappeared the 
H. J. Soltau, vice crusader, 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Rev. 
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SABLON PAY UPPED IN 
PLAZA ROOM REOPENING 


Je Sablon at tw I ar 

ce r ng A > Ve ‘ es, 
N. ¥ recent is due reopen the 
Persii Room of the Hote Plaza, 
N. Y., Sept. 24 

Dick Gasparre’s orchestra returns 
and G el! nd Jeanne ( rrently at 
Be Ma en’seRivie prot rly 
be the ballroome! 

Gasparre’s orch with Sablon get a 
warmup date together starting to- 
| morrow (Thursday) at the Ritz Carl- 
| ton Roof, Boston, for a minimum of 
three weeks. Hub show will also 
include the panreem team of 


Maarcya an 





La Conga, B’way Nitery, 
| Folds After B’kptcy. 


La Conga, Broadway congarhumba 

nitery, thrown into involuntary 
|bankruptcy last week by its presi- 
dent, Irving Zussman, closed Satur- 
day (19), 
It’s slated to reopen the second 
'week of Septefmber under the same 
|}management of Zussman and Milton 
| Rubin. 
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SOLDIERS’ YEN 
PUSHES DIXIE 
BOOKINGS 


Charleston, S. C., July 22. 

Soldiers have such a yen for big 
time entertainment that welfare and 
other officers at various Dixie camps 
and forts are angling for more book- 
ings. 

Lieut. G. H. Garrett, in charge of 
Charleston recreational area, is ne- | 
gotiating for a star-studded Holly- 
wood show for fall here. Star box- 
ing card is also sought. 

Officials point out that with cold | 








weather men will crave more indoor | 
entertainment, hence are striving to | 
ink in as much as possible, follow- | 
ing enthusiastic response to one mo- | 
bile unit recently touring camps. 


Scarcity of name acts, units and) 
bands has started many enterprising | 
soldiers to creating their own. All | 
available local song, dance and orch | 
talent is roped in and soldiers sup- 
ply the rest. One at Fort Jackson, 
S. C., recently was so good that Cap- 
tain W. L. Bush, formerly of Pitts- 
burgh, said ‘It was a lot better than 
some I’ve paid to see.’ 

Camp Croft, Spartanburg, has re- 
cruited sufficient talent for a weekly 
radio show ethered by WSPA, one 
of local stations. ASCAP music fre- 
quesntly used with credits given. 

Construction of theatres, still un- | 
der way or planned, prior to winter, 
at several southern camps. 


| 
PAR, NEWARK, MULLS | 








BRINGING VAUDE BACK 


| 





Newark, July 22. | 

The Paramount (A. A. Adams- | 
Par), one of Newark’s four large 
houses, closed its doors Wednesday 
night (16) so that it might be mod- | 
ernized and repaired. The 2,200- | 
seater will remain shut for three | 
weeks. 

Paramount’s new manager, Ben | 
Griefer, and Adams will consider a 
number of items, including possible 
personel changes and the practicality 
ot bringing vaudeville back. 


Willows, Pitt Roadery, 
Hit by $10,000 Fire 


Pittsburgh, July 22. | 
Fire swept through one of Pitts-| 
burgh’s biggest roadhouses, the Wil- 
lows, injuring two firemen and dam- | 
aging the big spot more than $10,000 
worth. That was the estimate of fire 
department officials and is consid- 
ered conservative. Blaze started in 
kitchen several hours after last of 
customers had departed and spread 
into the spacious dance hall, razing 
practically all of the equipment as 
well as walls and bandstand. 


Two members of Oakmont fire 
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PEACOCK GARDENS 


(KING OF PRUSSIA, PA.) 


Philadelphia, July 11. 


Gil Fitch Orch (10) with Margie} 
George and Don Lee; no cover or} 


minimum weekdays; $1.50 minimum 
Saturdays. 





Situated near historic Valley Forge, 


this beautiful al fresco spot has taken 


a new lease on life this summer un- 
der the aegis of Charles Wagner, a 
former hotel waiter. ; 

Spot caters to the younger Main 
Line set and features Viennese 
waltzes and sweet swing. This is 
ably provided by Gil Fitch’s orches- 
tra. one of the better local bands 
which includes among its members 
men who have played with some of 
the top name outfits. Fitch, a for- 
mer Temple University athlete, has 
a wide following in this territory 
built up by years of playing at col- 
lege proms and fraternity dances. 
This is the first regular stint the 
band has had. 

Gardens has been entirely re- 
furbished with a new _ bandstand, 
covered terrace and indoor cocktail 
lounge, 

It’s a 10-man orch with four saxes, 
two trumpets, a trombonist, bass, 
drums and piano. Fitch occasionally 
solos on a sax. The bass player, 
Artie Singer, doubles on novelty vo- 
cals, with the other chirping done by 
Margie George, a brunet looker with 
okay pipes, and Don Lee, baritone. 

Business at show caught (Friday 
supper) was fair. Shal. 


JIMMIE’S, MIAMI 


—__ 


Miami, July 19. 
Wally Johl, Dewey Southern, Vicki 
Lee, Jimmiettes (5), Les Robinson 
Orch (7); no cover or minimum, 





Operator Jimmie Cornick is re- 
ported to be headed north to line up 
a new show. More likely he did a 
double-take on the current entry, de- 
cided it all must be a mirage and 
blew town. It’s that bad. The show, 
not the heat. 


Whoever picked the gals in this 
line must be kidding. They look 
like a quintet of frustrated stenos, 
and hoof as though they had pogo 
sticks attached to their heels. It’s 


| one for all, and all for whoever gets 


through first, which is usually the 
band. Very gay though. They chew 
gum and gossip like mad. 


Vicki Lee is introduced as a dy- 
namic song stylist. That is to say 
she sings with all the animation of 
an automaton. 


The local-boy-making-good-pitch 
is handled by Dewey Southern, who 
shows promise with his lightning 
tapology. He can shed that belted- 
back jacket though. 


Wally Johl is a standard local at- 
traction, making the rounds from 
one bistro to another under the bill- 
ing of ‘The Singing Ensign.’ This 
tab gives him an excuse to sport a 
snappy blue and gold uniform that’s 
quite rakish. Has a pleasant man- 
ner and robust pipes, but it’s about 
time he climbed out of that Goering 
getup and into something comfort- 
able. As it is when he suddenly ap- 
pears on the floor. impression is 
| that the joint’s about to be raided 
| or somebody’s going to get a singing 
| telegram. 
| Les Robinson’s zippy combo plays 
for both the show and dancing. It’s 
|a versatile aggregation that up to 
/now has provided all the divertise- 
| ment necessary. 


| That’s all, brother. Leslie. 





fighting squad, Harris Bebe, 48, and 
Henry Mink, were severely, although | 2506 FT WORTH DRIVE 
not seriously, injured when they)| “ 
were struck by the brass coupling of | 
a hose as it was torn loose from a! 
fireplug. Only persons in the build-| 
ing when fire broke out were 
Edward Winkleman, the owner, and 
ohn K j i: é Tho}. 
60 6s agg ese se erage lb o ing Fort Worth’s City Council to call 
ment. . \a $250,000 bond election to raise 
In 1924, Willows, then the show | £Unds for retention of Casa Manana 
place of Allegheny county, was} 
swept by a $40,000 blaze. | Sround 


® Fechit Steps In Again 


Petition backers, 
Detroit, July 22. 

Stepin Fechit is no slouch at 
eounter-punching. 
aaneee heels of a suit filed by 

am Carver, who does theatre book- | = 
ing for $70 in commissions when ENdor Benefit Supper 
he said were due him for getting | 
the actor a week’s engagement at} 
the Granada, Fechit countered in a/ 
hurry. 

He filed suit for $1,000 damages; The midnight supper tossed last 
against the 10%’er, claiming that) Wednesday (16) at Toots Shorr’s, 
Carver had promised him four | N. Y., by friends of Chic Endor, seri- 
weeks’ work at the theatre but that ously ill in St. Francis hospital, 
he was only held for one. As a re-| Miami, netted over $800. Coin was 
sult of this his schedule was broken | sent the performer to take care of 
and he had to remain idle. Fechit | hospital expenses. 
filed the action under his real name| ©Endor’s throat condition is report- 
of Lincoln Perry in Common Pleas| ed gradually getting worse. There's 
Court here. no hope held out for his recovery. 





Fort Worth, Texas, July 22. 


that 





it will 








jthe open air theatre die. 








FOR AMUSEMENT SPOTS 


Petitions are circulating here ask-| 


and the building of an adjacent play- 
would be open to 


including pub- 
lisher Amon Carter, believe that the 
councilmen will call the election, that 
carry and that additional 
funds can be obtained from mer- 
chants who do not want to see Casa, 


In N.Y. Nets Over $800 


Frank Barbaro Turns 
Det. Fight Promoter 


Detroit, July 22. 

Frank Barbaro, owner-manager of 
the Bowery, huge nitery here, is 
branching into a new field. Pre- 
viously the behind-the-scenes figure, 
he now has emerged as a full-fledged 
fight promoter. 

He will put on the Al Delaney- 
Roscoe Toles bout. 


RAIN SLOUGHS 








Asbury Park, July 22. 


North Jersey shore resort niteries, 

from Seabright to Point Pleasant, 
have been hard hit by a long stretch 
of rainy weather which began with 
the July 4 weekend. One spot, the 
Rhumba Casino at West End, has al- 
ready folded and the long famous 
Ross-Fenton Farms here hasn’t had a 
profitable week since opening June 
27. 
Latter may fold any day unless 
fresh money is poured into the ven- 
ture. Sheriff has already appeared 
on the scene and tied up about $1,500 
on behalf of creditors. The Farm, 
operated by Ralph Maurice, has cut 
its floor show, but Maximilian Ber- 
gere’s society combo continues on 
a short week basis. Asbury Park 
Musician’s local has ruled that two 
days salary must be paid in advance 
of band’s appearance. 


Among class night spots, La Mar- 
tinque, West End, and the Seabright 
Yacht Club are going along to nice 
biz, latter spot being operated by 
Guido. Martinque, operated by Dario 
and Jimmy Vernon, gets the big play 
weekends, being the summer show 
case for their New York spot. Name 
acts are used weekends. Other spots 
using weekend names are the Colony 
Surf Club, the West End Casino, 
and the Hollywood Hotel. 


Tommy Tucker’s orchestra is at 
the Berkeley-Carteret in Asbury 
Park in opposition to Johnny John- 
son’s combo at the Monterey, across 
the street. Sea Girt Inn, using name 
bands on a weekend basis, is getting 
the mass play from the younger set. 


Two late spots which operate all 
night are Paul’s in Wanamassa, a 
mile back of Asbury, and Dewey 
Rankin’s in Spring Lake Heights, a 
mile back of the Spring Lake beach. 
Both of these hideaways are doing 
socko business using low budget acts. 


Monmouth Hotel Grili in Spring 
Lake is doing nicely with Walter 
Feldkamp’s orch, with Columbus and 
Carroll, dance team, and Charley 
Farrell, formerly of Endor and Far- 
rell, providing the floorshow week- 
ends. 
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N. Y. Nitery Followup 
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El Chico, still the No. 1 authentic 
Spanish nitery in New York, has 
one of its best revues current. Bar- 
dilla Sisters, Mexican Indian 
ranchero singers, to traditional self- 
accomp on the guitars, are personali- 
ties with their intime chansons. 
Teresita Osta, personality dancer; 
and Anita Sevilla-Antonio de Cor- 
dova, flamenco song-and-dance pair, 
along with Don Alberto’s band (8), 
holding over,. make for a gay floor 
show. Managing director Benito 
Collada has long been a pioneer in 
bringing new Latin talent to the 
| States, long before hemispheric 
solidarity and ‘good neighbor’ cam- 
paigns made it a more common type 
of showmanship. 





Adelaide Moffett, today the sole 
‘society’ singer to continue, might 
just as well forget about her blue 
book background and not worry 
about competition in professional 
company. Heading the show at the 
Club Versailles, songstress sell a song 
as well as the next personality girl 
singer; in fact, a shade better. Her 
effectiveness is predicated always on 
good choice of numbers, and she has 
done a good selectivity chore this 
season, ranging from ‘Foolish Things,’ 
an oldie, but still good and well done 
by her, to ‘Dadd~.’ She breaks up 
the polite chansoning with a rhythm 
trio that steps down from the band- 
shell, with maestro Nat Brandwynne 
at the ivories. Added starter is 
Tommy Wonder, personable juve- 
nile from revuse and vaude, who 
impresses for cafes. He’s a nice- 
looking lad and his business of 
dancing with the life-size manikin 
makes for a different sort of routine 
on the floor. Besides Brandwynne, 
Panchito and his Rhumba continue, 
anc both bands are very oke for the 








hoof. Abel. 


JERSEY SPOTS 





The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have w recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





~ 





(Reprinted from Variety of July 22, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Kitty Gordon and Jack Wilson did not show at the Monday matinee, the 
official alibi stating that both acts missed a train in from Atlantic City. 
Four Marx Bros. and the Watson Sisters replaced for the single perform- 
ance, the program running as billed Monday night. 


The whole list, with the exception of Ona Munson, comprised Palace 
repeats. Miss Munson had the chance of a lifetime to tuke vaudeville by 
the ears and shake it into recognition of a spectacular arrival. She had 
the chance; she will never again have as soft a spot, and she did not grasp 
it. There is probably not a prettier girl in vaudeville than this Munson 
peach. And when she played in a production act in which she had less 
to do, concentrating all she did well into a few minutes and crowning it 
with her startling beauty, she made this reviewer rave like a rummy. Now 
that she is on her own he sighs with regret. 

Accompanied by numerous men, all of them uninspired except a pair 
of dancing boys wko shuffle and cut briskly, the turn wastes a lot of big- 
time with small-time specialties, such as two verses and two choruses of 
the over-tortured ‘Mandalay,’ ballads about sunshine-and-you and a three- 
man levee ditty with undistinguishable lyrics. Miss Munson capers and 
looks great, on and off and on again and off once more and nothing hap- 
pens until the last half minute, when she does her limited all in a kick 
and twirl dance and the drop falls in time to yield her several bows. 

If she did about eight minutes with the two dancers, made three rapid 
changes, cut out the useless mincing and prancing, and finished as she 
did out west, in very brief clothes, she would sizzle it across. Now she 
has too much tepid breadpudding in what should be a snap of angel cake. 
The direction throughout is humpty dumpty, the beautiful girl’s costumes 
are not striking, and number after number closes without a titter or a 
flutter. Cut it down, Ona. 

Boyce Combe, No. 2, kad himself well started but did not hold up the 
speed. He began his vaudeville career hereabouts two seasons ago with 
a crack pianist who stood out; as predicted he couldn’t hold him. He now 
has a commonplace accompanist, who works with the whole orchestra 
drowning him when he has the stage alone. Mr. Combe does several talk- 
ing songs familiar to his repertoire, and wken he exists on his sneezireg 
bit—which he does superbly—he is over. The pianist lets the act down 
while he is off, and Combe, returning in a shabby genteel, fails to pull it 
back through three or four lengthy verses about one Bertie, a typical mu- 
sic hall ditty, but not strong enough for his finish. Combe is perfectly 
tailored, and closing in character takes away from his strength there, too. 
He should reverse and do the sneeze for the finish, massing his assets for 
strength where it is most valuable. 

Dolly Kay worked her fast songs up to a wow and a stopper. She 
jockeyed with her accompanist, Phil Phillips, for a tie-up and manipulated 
‘the old stuff about as well as anybody does, except that she pushed it 
once too often, and the audience fooled ker and quit. She didn’t really 
need to spar, as her hit was healthy and legitimate from the start and was 
vigorous enough to have pleased almost any performer at the finish. Harry 
Watson followed for laughs with his household articles, the Battling Kid 
Dugan and the phone booth scenes, as familiar now as a team looking for 
a route. 

Kitty Gordon belted the audience right in both eyes with a gown of 
orange irridescent that was a gasp. She was in fine fettle and extraordinary 
voice and her act ran all class and speed and quality. When it seemed she 
had gone the distance in wardrobe, she reappeared for her finish in a 
Paris affair of coral that outdid the other. She was a distinct and dis- 
tinguished hit, and her support was swept along with the star to a tri- 
umpk. Eddie Moran replaced Marvel, who was temporarily incapacitated, 
and went over decisively. 

Jack Wilson worked in black after being seen here the last several times 
in white. Whether it was the cork or the Palace, Wilson got his stuff 
home with what seemed more than even his usual punch. The laughs 
were riots. An Artistic Treat, one of the most beautiful closing acts in 
the busimess, staged and dressed and operated with artistry as well as 
superior good taste and showmanship, held in the audience solidly and 
lived to close a show here with an act all silent except the applause bang. 

Lait. 


TWO EX-PERFORMERS 
OWN ARTISTS BUREAU 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
With the sale of WCCO’s (CBS) 








RECORD FOR GYPSY 


Stripper’s USO Aluminum § Act 
Cracks Det. Reeord 








Detroit, July 22. 


Patriotism and peeling seem to 
mix. 

Gypsy Rose Lee, who festooned 
her appearance here with a new act, 
peeling off aluminum utensils in an 
auction which combined both the 
USO and the defense drive for old 
kettles, hung up a new attendance 
record for the Bowery. 

The Hamtramck nitery, a phe- 
nomenon in show biz with its con- 
tinuous shows and vast crowds, col- 
lared 11,000 customers during her 
first week’s appearance. Poorest 
night drew 1,200—seating capacity. 
The figures topped the previous rec- 
ord held by Lou Holtz. 


Rob Springfield, 0., 
Night Club of $5,100 


Springfield, O., July 22. 
Two men held up the Frolics night 
club in the factory district here last 


week and escaped with $5,100. Twelve 
customers and employees were 
herded into a back room while one 
robber forced Mrs. Timothy Shay, 
wife ot the owner, to open the safe. 
About $500 was taken from William 
Rader, bartender. 

Shay was asleep in an upstairs 
room during the robbery. The 
bandits escaped in an automobile. 














Artists’ bureau to John Williams and 
Urbane Bowdin, former station em- 


ployees, Al Sheehan, wko has been 
the bureau’s head for the past seven 
years, has been assigned by Earl 
Gammons, WCCO general manager, 
to a newly created operations’ direc- 
tor post. In his new assignment, 
Sheehan will undertake special work 
in the WCCO program and produc- 
tion division as well as continuing 
to handle all talent and music in 
connection with broadcasting. 

John Williams, one of the bureau’s 
new owners, was for many years a 
dancer in vaudeville and, before 
coming to WCCO, was production 
director for the Midwest Theatres 
and for Publix. Bowdin also is an 
ex-performer, although during the 
last five years ke has been a sales- 
man for the bureau. The bureau 
will retain Jack Kilmartin as stage 
director and Ann Fairbanks in 
charge of wardrobe, 





Mira Stephens B’k’pt 


Mira Stephans, actress, employed 
by Chester Hale, filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. fed- 
eral court Friday (18) listing no as- 
sets and $1,488 in liabilities. There 
are no theatrical creditors. 

In 1939 the bankrupt owed $620, 
and from 1940 to July, 1941, she 
earned $2,165. 
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MCA Takeover 
Of NBC Artists To 


Be Provisional 





As and when J. C. Stein, prez of 
Music Corp. of America, works out 
his deal for the takeover of NBC 
Artists Bureau, it will be on a grad- 
uating downward basis, i.e., so that if 
Dorothy Lamour or Fibber McGee 
and Molly, or any other NBC client, 
balks at continuing with MCA be- 
cause of the takeover, the price falls 
down. 

Stein’s deal with CBS was more 
or less on a similar basis, excepting 
that the $150,000 entailed was for 
the basic business, and another fee 
of around $75,000 was for unfinished 
contracts or new deals yet to be en- 
tered into when radio time and other 
bookings were due ona calendar 
basis. 


JACK POWELL’S SON, 16, 
JOINS FATHER IN VAUDE 


Second general of the blackface 
drumming Jack Powell act debuts 
Saturday (26) at the Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, for nine days, when 
David Powell, 16, joins his father. 

Turn henceforth will be a two-act. 














JAY BROWER’S TRAGEDY 


Vet M.C.-Maestro Fails in 3d Suicide 
Attempt—In Mental Hospital 








San Francisco, July 22. 

Show biz tragedy is case of Jay 
Brower, once one of Frisco’s top 
m.c.-band leaders, who has _ been 
committed to Mendocino state hos- 
pital following his recent (3d) at- 
tempt at suicide. 

Brower, who started years ago at 
El Capitan theatre when it had a 
stage-show policy and later was a 
topflighter at the Golden Gate, had 
made a real comeback this summer, 
doubling between the Club Lido and 
the Embassy theatre. Popular with 
the public, he was sitting pretty 
when another spell hit him. When 
he came out of it, he was through at 
the Lido and the Embassy vaude re- 
vival had collapsed, with resultant 
remorse causing a suicide try. Case 
is a heartbreaker for those who 
know him, friends pointing out that 
between spells he’s perfectly nor- 
mal, which makes confinement in a 
mental institution enough to drive 
him really nuts. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., July 22. 

Every one in this actors’ colony 
is pepped up with personal joy in 
learning that, after a siege at the 
general hospital, Mrs. William 
(‘Mother’) Morris came out with fly- 
ing colors. She mastered what was 
first termed a very serious accident 
that might have caused the loss of a 
hand. Mrs. Morris got her hand 
caught in a laundry machine. She’s 
now resting okay at Camp Intermis- 
sion. 

The Russell Bros. Circus hit this 
colony and it was S.R.O. both per- 
formances. 

Bobby Graham, who overcame a 
setback recently, now commutes be- 
tween Toronto and Hamilton, Can- 
ada, hospitals greeting the less for- 
tunate. He never fails to salute this 
colony. 

The Clarkonians, bareback riders, 
spent most of their idle time show- 
talking with Bob Cosgrove, whose 
father used to troupe with them. 
They were here two days. 

Write to those who are ill. 











AIN'T NO 
JOKE — IT’S 


MOKE 


AND 


POKE 


OPENING JULY 27 


STEEL PIER 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
Dir.: NAT NAZARRO 





‘Icecapades’ Opens This 


Week in Atlantic City 


Philadelphia, July 22. 

‘Icecapades of 1941,’ presented by 
the Arena Managers Association, 
opens for a week’s stand at Con- 
vention Hall, Atlantic City, Friday 
(25) after rehearsing here at the 
West Philly Arena for the past 
week. 


The show is being produced by 
Chester Hale with Charles Uksila 
har ‘ing the dance direction. Show 
has a company of 75. Principals 
include Belita, Vera Hruba, Lois 
Dworshak, Red McCarthy, Bench 
and Stewart, Serge Flash, Robin 
Lee, Joe Jackson, Jr., The Benoits, 
Al Surette and Jackson & Lynam. 

After the Atlantic City week, the 
show will lay off until November 
when it will open here. Booking 
is being handled by George Tyson. 








Belita Rejoins ‘Icecapades’ 

Belita, starred in the current ice 
revue at the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y., will be succeeded by Adele 
Inge Friday when the former re- 
joins ‘Icecapades’ in Atlantic City, 
which suspended its tour when John 
H. Harris closed for its filmization 
by Republic. Meantime Jo Ann 
Dean and Gene Berg, also at the 
New Yorker, will continue to double 
from the hostelry into ‘It Happened 
on Ice’ at the Center, as will La 
Verne who succeeds Phil Hiser, 
skating comic, now out of the nitery 
show. 

Incidentally, a minor casualty oc- 
curred at the hotel last week when 
Dolores Ziegfeld, on the whip of a 
line routine, suffered an ice burn 
when “falling, yecessitating three 
stitches on her chin. However, she 
has continued working. 


AGVA Threatens 
To Picket Hirst 
On Stripper Ban 


Philadelphia, July 22. 

Richard Mayo, business agent of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists’ Philly local, last week an- 
nounced he would throw a picket 
line around the Troe and Globe 
(Atlantie City), burlesque houses 
operated by Izzy Hirst, if the latter 
persisted in his policy of forbidding 
strippers appearing at his theatres 
from playing local niteries. 

Mayo made this threat as several 
local night spot operators com- 
plained that doffers were being 
forced to break their contracts with 
them on the pain of forever 








the Hirst-operated houses. 

‘Our only aim is to keep AGVA 
contracts valid,’ said Mayo. ‘If Hirst 
forces entertainers to bust AGVA 
agreements, then we have to take 
action, and we’ll picket his houses 
if necessary.’ 

Mayo and Jimmy Walker, pres- 
ident of the AGVA local, will confer 
with officials of the Burlesque Ac- 
tors Association this week in an ef- 
fort to obtain a working agreement 
with that organization. 

Observers thought the feud be- 
tween the burlesque impresario and 
the niteries had wound up last week 


when Isobel Brown, a_ peeler, 
signed with Stanley Carroll’s mid- 
town cafe and opened last night 


(Monday). 
the Hirst setup had neglected to in- 
form her of the night club taboo 
when she was hired by the Troc. 


WSM Troupe Tentshows 
Profitably in Georgia 





Nashville, July 22. 
Lee. Wiles, manager of WSM’s 
Grand Ole Opry Road show reports 
that despite rain every night last 
week, 16,500 Georgia crackers turned 
out for the tent show. Three week 


persons for estimated $13,000 intake. 

Opry company swings into North 
Carolina for a week tour beginning 
Monday (21). 





Lowand’s Great American Circus, 
Inc., has been chartered in Albany 
to conduct a theatrical business, with 
principal office in New York City 
and a capital stock of 200 shares, no 











par value. 


Swing Club Waltzed 





Hollywood, July 22. 

John Law swung on the Swing 
Club, an after-hours nitery, and 
swung a flock of employes into 
the clink, meanwhile chasing the 
customers out of the joint, many 
of them with their dinner checks 
un-picked-up. 

Club is one of the many al- 
legedly taking chances after 
2 p. m. 


Bouche Placed 
On Unfair List 











Chicago, July 22. 

Effective July 19, Albert Bouche 
and the Villa Venice, roadhouse out- 
side the limits of Chi, were placed 
on the unfair list of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. Acting on 
the complaints of severak perform- 
ers, AGVA notified Bouche that un- 
less he met with them to adjust the 
difficulties, this action would be 
necessary. Bouche refused to meet, 
and after first voting on the mat- 
ter localiy, and then appealing to the 
N. Y. office, which advised them to 
take action, AGVA issued the un- 
fair rating. 

Bringing the majority of his talent 
in from the east, Bouche allegedly 
fails to notify the performers that 
they must mix with the patrons. 
He’s said to issue few contracts, and 
those he does issue are of such na- 
ture to allow immediate cancellation 
for any cause. It’s also charged he 
fails to advise the performers ‘that 
the show is 75% nude, and is de- 
pendent on the nudity for the b.o. 
pull. In addition, it’s claimed per- 
formers are requested to act as shills 
for the casino. 

All N. Y. and Chi agents have 
been notified not to book with 
Bouche or to allow their acts to ap- 
pear at the Villa Venice. The fol- 
lowing list of performers were noti- 
fied by registered mail of the ruling, 
and were told to act accordingly or 
they would not be allowed to appear 
with any other AGVA performer in 
theatres, cafes or hotels. They were 
also notified that AGVA would pre- 
fer eharges against them before the 
Four A’s if they didn’t heed the no- 
tification. They are: Rosita Ortega, 
Poggi and Igor, Tana, Vanessa and 
Sandino, Jacqueline Mignac, Ted 





be- | 
ing barred from working at any of | 


But it was learned that |} 


sojourn in Georgia played to 41,000 | 


Adair, Buzzonnie, Rinaldi, Aurette 
| Sisters and the line girls. 
| Bouche also operates a cafe in 
| Miami, and signed with the AGVA 
there after some difficulty. 





Keeping the Pace 





Detroit, July 22. 
Policy of George Olsen in setting 
|up a combination outdoor night club 
| and dancehall at his New Casino 
| Gardens here has brought swift re- 
| sults. 





] 

Following his strong opening, an- 
|other of the under-the-stars dance 
spots, Westwood Gardens, has opened 
with the Lamb-Yocum ‘Ice Parade.’ 


Extends Proctor Vaude 
Newark, N. J., July 22. 
Proctor’s theatre last week added 
Wednesday evening to its Mon- 
day and Tuesday evening vaudeville 
schedule, 


Latter policy has been in effect for 
about a year. 





RETURN DATE 
Chicago, July 22. 
Vie Abbs and the Four Califor- 
nians have been set to return to the 
| Glass Hat of the Congress hotel here 
| in October. 
Currently holding over in 
Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit, 
through the Weems agency here. 


the 
set 





Jack Hutchinson, Philadelphia 
| nitery singer, now under the man- 
| agement of prize fight manager Jake 
| Friedman, goes to 500 Club, At- 
lantic City 


. 





By Chi AGVA 
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|was booked at a salary for each girl 


ithe Dells, one-time northside road- 


Philly Finds Utopia, 


Or Why Acts 


Battle to Work at Sams Cafe 





a 





Philly AGVA to Hold | 
Ist Charity Ball Dec. 4 


Philadelphia, July 22. | 
The Philly local of the American | 
Guild of Variety Artists will hol@ its 
first charity ball at the Broadwood | 
hotel on Dec. 4. All top-ranking | 
AGVA officials have been invited | 
and have tentatively accepted, in- | 
cluding Morton Downey, Harry | 


Richman and Henry Dunn. | 


Emcees at night clubs will be | 
given blocks of tickets to 


sell to | 
patrons. Five AGVA members sell- 


ing the most tickets will be given 
prizes of defense bonds. Proceeds | 
from the affair will be earmarked 
for the local’s welfare fund. 


AGVA Wins Out In 
Salary Wrangle 
With 2 Chi Agents 


Chicago, July 22. 

In a meeting between Entertain- 
ment Managers Association (bookers) 
and the local committee of American 
Guild of Variety Artists, serious trou- 
ble between the AGVA and the Sam 
Roberts-Nick Boila Agency, which 
had theatened to result in Roberts 
and Boila being placed on the un- 
fair list, was averted. 


Trouble came as a result.of Roberts.|, 
and Boila underpaying a line of girls 
at the Lyric, Indianapolis. The line 








of $30, and the minimum in this ter- 
ritory is $35. Agency refused to pay 
the minimum, and local AGVA 
threatened unfair rating. However, 
in a three-hour session between the 
EMA grievance committee and the 
AGVA board, matter was straight- 
ened out, with AGVA winning on all 
points. Only matter remaining to be 
settled is the status of the Lyric 
theatre, owned and operated by Chas. 
Olson, who refuses to meet with 
AGVA officers. 

EMA has a contract with AGVA 
calling for member agents to abide 
by the rules and regulations set up 
by the union. Roberts and Boila are 
members. 

Bob Price, a small eafe booker, 
not a member of EMA, is the only 
agent in the entire vicinity who is on 
the unfair Mest. 





Hare’s Chi Takeover 


Chisago, July 22. 
Sam Hare, who formerly operated 


house, has taken over the manage- 
ment of the Club Dells. 

New Club Dells was previously 
known.as Club @herie, and is located 
just across the road from the old 
Dells. Spot features a floor show 
policy. 








Philadelphia, July 22. 

A Philadelphia entertainer’s idea 
of Utopia has been found, It’s a spot 
called Sam’s Cafe, in southwest 
Philly, in the heart of the city’s de- 
fense industrial belt. Sam Pototsky 
is the boniface. 

It’s only a beer joint, but Philly 
nitery performers are battling to go 
to work there. Working conditions 
are something undreamed of: 

1, There are comparatively luxu- 
rious dressing rooms. 

2. The pay is above 
scale. (It’s a class C 
class A and B wages). 

3. Actors don’t have to mix with 
patrons—in fact that’s strictly ver- 
boten. 

4. Each act gets a ‘bonus’ if the 
customers like them—and the cus- 
tomers like everything. 

5. Acts get free meals. 

6. Entertainers get paid off before 
going on for the last show—some- 
thing unheard of in a town where 
they're forced to wait days for their 
coin, 

7. The proprietor pays both the 
employers and employes share of the 
social security and unemplcement 
compensation taxes. 

8. Actors only play two shows a 
night. 

Asked ‘how come’ the Mr. Bounti- 
ful attitude in the hardboiled night 
club business, the proprietor, Sam 
Pototsky, explains: 

‘The actors have made my busi- 
ness. It used to be a loser as a plain 
taproom. Now it’s jammed every 
night. Why shouldn’t I share my 
money with them?’ 


STRAND, B’KLYN, WILL 
AGAIN PLAY VAUDE 


Strand, Brooklyn, part of the 
Warner’ Bros. - Paramount - Fabian 
theatre pool there, will resume vaude 
in conjunction with films. House 
will use name bands and acts last 
four days of each week, beginning 
Aug. 29 with Vaughn Monroe’s 
band. Latter booking, however, is 
tentative. No other bands have been 
set either. 

Harry Mayer, booker of WB vaude 
stands, will lay out the shows. 
Strand, currently dark, used stage 
shows two seasons ago, then fol- 
lowed a straight picture course until 
its shuttering this summer. 


Vaude Switch 


Springfield, Mass., July 22. 

The Court Square will change its 
policy from four days of duals and 
three of split vaudeville and film 
bill to straight filnfs effective July 
26. Hot weather, which has cut into 
the crowds considerably, brought 
the change. 

Indications are that the theatre 
will resume its split-week policy 
soon after Labor Day. 


the AGVA 
spot paying 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Revuette, produced by Florence) 
Rogge, with Marina Lord, Hilda Eck-| 
ler, Francis” Carter and Arthur) 
Bowie, Hal LeRoy, Robert Shanicy,' 
Gil Maison, M. H. Glee Club (21), M.) 
H. Ballet (22), Rockettes (36), M. H. 
Symphony conducted by Frank 
Nowicki; *Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
(RKO), reviewed in Variety, July 
16. 





Music Hell achieves a nice com- 
bination this session of its usual 
breath-taking sets and platoons of 
terping femmes with some highly) 
entertaining standard turns, at least} 
one of them very unusual for Radio| 
City. It adds up to pleasant, mid- 
summer diversion. 

Curtain-raiser brings the heaviest} 
succession of ah’s and oh’s. Giant 
stage is covered with a tremendous 
circular mirror simulating a Icke, on 
which are the ballet girls folded in, 
lotus petals. In the center is a large! 
swan. While the ballet holds its 
position, Marina Lord does a solo toe 
stanza. Gals then break out of their 
flower-disguises to dance on the lake, 
to the lead of terper Hilda Eckler. | 
Miss Eckler follows by mounting the 
cut-out chariot-like back of the 
swan, apparently fitted with an elec- 
tric motor by which the dancer can 
make it zip about the glass pond. All 
this is accompanied, of course, by the 
socko lighting technique of Eugene 
Braun, causing the giant mirror to 
transmit all sorts of interesting re- 
flections to the cyclorama. 


Finale, as usual, featuring the 
Rockettes, has them accompanied for 
the fadeout by the femmes from the 
ballet, putting 58 gals, gowned in 
varied pastels, on the stage at one 
time, quite a sight to behold. Rock- 
ettes’ routine is somewhat more 
fluffy and flowery than the usual 
precision stuff. but they get in plenty 


of their standard kicking and cir-| 


cling to win the as-always smash 
reception from the house. 

Unique for the Music Hall is the 
booking of Francis Carter and 
Arthur Bowie, Negro’ two-piano 
team. Obviously a stage wait while 
the big mirror is being removed 
after the first scene, boys exert their 
handiwork on a pair of 88's taken 
over from the pit crew. They’re 
nifty on ‘Beguine’ and other tunes in 
a ragtime style bordering on, but not 
quite, boogie-woogie. 

‘Stag Party.’ with the Glee Club in 
a cafe setting, serves to background | 
Hal LeRoy and Gil Maison in their | 
turns. Warbling males, incidentally, 
again kid themselves and the M. H. 
with comedy lyrics by staffer Albert 
Stillman. Idea of taking some of the 
frosting out of the bigness of the 
Radio City enterprise by self-kidding 
is a good one. 

LeRoy’s hoofing meshes nicely, 
with the screen and legit tapster 
handing ’em virtually every trick in| 
the book. Maison’s standard dog! 
turn has been switched slightly. For- 
merly he worked with his wife, 
Bernice, but now he has a monkey. 
Monk sits on a chair during the en- 
tire turn. Every time it starts to get 
off, Maison shouts ‘Frank Buck’ 
at it. With that it grits its teeth 
and grasps the back of the chair, rock- 
ing it with indignation. Maison winds 
up by bdlancing the junior chimp 
upside down on one of its paws, sim- 
ilarly to what he does with the ‘pups. 
His line of chatter is a big factor in 
selling the turn, although it is dif- 
ficult to see some of the canine stunts 
from the mezz and beyond. Would 
be a dandy turn for cafes. 

Warbler Robert Shanley provides 
effective background solos for the 
femmes, contributing a number of 
old semi-classical faves. Herb. 








GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 16. 

Brenda and Cobina (Elvia Allman 
and Blanche Stewart), Gary Leon 
and Tut Mace, Ade Duvall, Alphonse 
Berg, Morey Amsterdam, Evelyn 
Tobey; Peggy O’Neill line, Charles 
Kaley Orch (13); ‘Scattergood Pulls 
the Strings’ (RKO). 








The Golden Gate has virtually an 
NEC show this week, starting with 
a Bennie Walker KGO amateur-hour 
winner and finishing with Brenda 
and Cobina. On the strength of 
which the local outlets talked the 
management into using a KPO mike 
in all newspaper ads. Bill will need 
whatever draft radio can give it. 

h& . Curtains part on the line, which 
modoes a tropical routine in front of 
the band. Stage decorated in purple 
and bronze this week and looks rich. 

Opener is Ade Duvall, magico who 
builds a handful of golf balls into a 
production, following with a thumb- 
smoking gag using ‘invisible’ tobacco 
and matches which is a honey. Mob 
gave him a real ovation when he 
drew smoke from his diget as though 

uffing a briar, a new twist here. 

loses with silks for nice bowoff. 
Duvall works with seemingly end- 
less flow of patter and is unique in 
possessing ear-easy diction. 

Deucing is the KGO amateur, 
Evelyn Tobey, who walks on cold for 
two numbers, ‘Where You Are’ and 
‘Two Hearts That Pass in the Night.’ 
Low-pitched voice has mike possi- 
bilities although it came out a bit 
flat due to nervousness at opening. 

Tut Mace and Gary Leon, recently 
at Stairway to the Stars, local nitery, 


| Hector and Pals, Three Deans, St. 


| produced 


follow with a ballroom adagio. Leon 
is surprisingly light on his feet for 
a husky six-footer. His slight part- 
ner, in silver-gray, solos next in a] 
combo routine including endurance | 
kicks on one foot, spins and wing- | 


overs, with both on for a tango} 
finale building to a speed finish as 
Leon whirls the gal and tosses her 


to the boards. 
Morey Amsterdam, another radio | 


entrv (he got his start at KFRC with | stage, the Roxy is presenting an ex- acts, but the show could use at least 
A| Pearce) ambles into the vacancy | cellent stage show currently. There’s'one more .urn. 


dragging cello and chair. Act con-| 
sists entirely of disconnected gags, 
puns, vocal takeoffs, etc., some of 
which indicate a flair for grave-rob- 
oping, to yidse from the age. Doesn't | 
use his ™You lucky people’ trade- | 
mark here. Packs a good share of 
laughs (as well as a lot of pgund- 
age) but gets guffaws largely on 
blue stuff. . 
Charles Kaley then lines up nine 
members of the band to sing and 


| 


isolo in ‘Daddy,’ okay novelty, fol- | 


lowing which Amsterdam returns to 
introduce Brenda and Cobina, from | 
Bob Hope’s air show, working with | 
them for first couple of gags. 

With the team falling into the 
same general category as Amster- 
dam, edge is taken off their act be- 
fore they ever get on stage due to 
the similarity. On top of which they 
offer essentially the same material 
used at the local auto show last 
year. 

Gals are both hard workers and 
personally popular, however, as tes- 
| tified by repeated call-backs accorded 
| the team by the payees. Took four 
|bows at opener and could have 
| stayed longer but show was already 
|running over. A final goodbye gag 
|of some sort would help, but pos- 
| sibly they didn’t expect such an ova- 
| tion. 
| Winding things up is Alphonse 
Berg, lightning-like draper who steps 
| in here after a week at the Bal Tab 
'nitery. Uses house line girls as 
| models for his hasty draping and 


' makes nice curtain-closer. 
| Opening pretty good. 


_AUDITORIUM, MPLS. 


(‘SUMMERTIME’) 


Wern. 





| Minneapolis, July 19. 

| Orchestra (17), Ted Leary, Danc- 
ing Girls (24), Male Singing Chorus 
(8), Drake and Marche, Bert Lynn, 


Clair Sisters and O’Day (4), Ger- 
trude Lutzi, Three Flames, Joe and 
Jane McKenna. 





The ‘Aquatennial’ festival’s only 
indoor stage show, ‘Summertime’ re- 
vue, is one of the local celebration’s 
25 attractions to which holders of $1 
buttons are admitted, reserved, 
lower-floor seats in the huge Audi- 
torium costing extra, however. Put 
together solely for this single en- 
gagement, it qualifies, under the cir- 


cumstances, as an ambitious and pre- 
tentious effort furnishing consider- 
able entertainment during its two 
and a half hours, sans intermission. 


Probably working on a limited 
budget, Al Sheehan conceived and 
the creditable revue. 
Staging, lighting and costuming rate 
well. Without any considerable 
monetary expenditure, he has incor- 
porated plenty of flash and spectacle 
into the proceedings by skillful han- 
dling of production and ensemble 
numbers. Eight standard vaudeville 
turns uncorked during the show 
have been wisely selected. 

Show follows the conventional re- 
vue pattern, with the vaudeville acts 
interspersed between production 
numbers, or the latter built around 
the turns. Ted Leary, a genial and 
personable emcee, keeps the affair 
moving swiftly, indulges in some 
amusing patter, introduces the acts 
and helps to coax applause response. 

Locally recruited, the 24 choristers 
exhibit considerable precision 
dancing ability. Their most out- 








standing contributions are fencing 
land rollerskating numbers. which 
evidence long training. Colorful and 
sufficiently revealing garb makes for 
flash while lively routines and 
varied formations are solidly in the 
groove. The male singing octet lends 


impressiveness to the production 
numbers. 

Drake and Marche, man and 
woman, are adept conga dancers. 


Bert Lynn creates unusual 
imitations, including that of an air 
raid, on his steel guitar. Much mer- 
riment is excited by Hector and his 
familiar trained dog act, which, in 
this instance because of the flat 
Auditorium floor, would have ap- 
peared to better advantage on a 
platform, 


Thrilling and difficult balancing 
and tumbling feats by the Three 
Deans are climaxed when the trio 
runs up the side of a door to somer- 
sault themselves. Yvonne Tattle 
warbles during the bicycling of the 
two St. Clair Sisters and O’Day. 
Gertrude Lutzi, former Minneapoli- 
tan, sings nicely and the Three 
Fiames thrill with their rollerskating. 
The show’s only smash comedy hit 
is chalked up by Joe and Jane Mc- 
Kenna, who return with their knock- 
about dancing and slapstick. The 
only fault to be found is that Joe’s 
impression of a drunk and some of 





the pair’s cld@ming are a little too 
long drawn out. Rees. 


ROXY, N. Y. 





Hi, Lo, Jack and the Dame, Cookie 
Bowers, Enrica and Novello, Peg-Leg 
Bates, Six Victorias, Gae Foster Girls 
(24), Paul Ash House Orch; ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th), reviewed in this issue 
of VARIETY. 


— 


With Paul Ash's pit orch on the 


better pace to the proceedings be- 


setti y ship to go 
cause of the band setting, the usual| got plenty of showmans : 
stage waits attendant scene-shifting, | With her skill. Shea and Raymond's 
etc., being eliminated. There's also dancing act is reminiscent of Ray 


some novelty in seeing Paul Ash| 


again as a stage m.c., but he’s much | of the rhumba and an imitation of 


subdued in comparison with the old | 


days. 

Cookie Bowers, whose broad 
comedy impersonations are long 
standard: Peg-Leg Bates, socko 


monopedie colored hoofer, and the 
Six Victorias, crack cycling troupe, 
comprise the layout’s entertainment 
backbone. All three are audience- 
pleasers and applause-getters, Bates | 
and Bowers being especially strong | 
opening night (Friday). 

The Victorias, originally four men 
and two girls, are now four girls and | 
two men and have a great assort-| 
ment of tricks on the one and two- 
wheelers. Turn, however, can be) 


James hitting the hot licks on his 
trumpet. Lynn Richards, brunet, is 
clicko with her vocalizing of ‘Daddy,’ 
‘Amapola’ and ‘More Than You 
Know.’ The male canary depart- 
ment is supervised by baritone Dick 
Haymes, whose standout is ‘Old Man 
River.’ ° 

The two added starters, Trixie, 
adroit juggler, and Shea and Ray- 
mond, comic terpers, are bangup 





Trixie’s standard 


stint registered solidly. The gal’s 


Bolger, with a rib-tickling version 


a couple of hepcats thrown in. 
House almost filled for the ope 
show Friday (18). Shal. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, July 22. 
Irene Vermillion with the Swing 
Harp Quartet, Ballard and Rae, 


Bob Smith, Don Frye, Danny 
Meditz, Lester Harding, Herb Six 
House Orch; ‘Too Many Blondes 
(U). 





Variety bill is the stage offering | 
this week with the semblance of a, 


Wednesday, July 23, 1941 
STATE, N. Y. 


Ted Lewis Orch (14) with Gladys 
Tell, LeAhn Sisters (4), Charlie 
‘Snowball’ Whittier, Louise Glenn, 
Kay, Katya and Kay, Jean Blanche, 
Geraldine Ross; ‘One Night in 
Lisbon’ (Par). 








For years Ted Lewis and ‘corny’ 
have been synonymous in the trade. 
One never seems to be mentioned 
without the other. Lewis admits it 
in his opening bit here, wherein he 
goes back into the past and points 
out the things he did—‘and you 
liked it’—then goes on to provide a 
lesson in handling a_ show that’s 
modern as today, all of it of click 
calibre. 

Lewis steers this hour or more 
with an ease and smoothness few can 
match, and throughout his audience 
is a pushover for his mood and pace- 
making. Near the finale he comes 
up with a sort of cavalcade of the 
past tagged ‘I’m Stepping Out With 
My Memories in Good Old New 
York Tonight,’ which reaches back 
into Broadway's files. It’s a bit that 
held this audience quiet, attentive 
and solidly appreciative at its finish. 

To ‘please everybody,’ Lewis’ 
combo of four sax, three trumpets, 
one trombone, piano, drums, bass 


trimmed some, eight minutes being | headliner in dancer Irene Vermillion. | and two violins is capable of all tem- 


too long for a novelty of this type. 


| With the four femme harpsters and | poes and styles. For its purposes the 


Bates tied up the show, the audi- their piano accompanist, act gives | band is excellent, and as a competi- 
saab ‘ratnaine "'. let him go even the closing spot something of a flash | tor in the band field it is also okay. 


after repeated bows, but he also which is needed in stage shows here, 
made the mistake of including a but in entertainment value it is | 
speech and some wisecracks that| medium. Other acts are varying in| 
aren’t funny. He’s a startlingly good | degree of oe and veal 
hoofer on his one v’> and peg, but! summing up Is average. — ~ 
not a comic, especially when he’s’! Band has the lead with Ravel's 


breath and dripping with, ‘Bolero’ and Lester Harding then 
i Pg — | takes over as m.c. to introduce Bal-| 
Enrica and Novello deliver ailard and Rae as pair of inebriate | 


couple of dance routines nicely near tumbling across. They hit par. 
ao’ anak, while Hi, Lo, Jack and ‘Cowboy Danny Meditz, four-year 
the Bame, harmony quartet, are only | old amateur night _ winner, mikes 

fair“following Bates. Their voices | ‘Seng of the Saca > alete vv 
and blending are okay, but they lack all verses and a yodel finish. Young~- 
bounce in the arrangements. ster is far on the cute side and, 

Gae Foster’s line of girls gives an draws a big hand. : 
excellent account of themselves in, Bob Smith begins to take the audi- | 
one rhythm routine. /ence through a novelty musical act, | 
Show runs off in 54 minutes. At-| but when he is going good on the 
tendance n.g. Friday night the film saw and toy balloons he suddenly | 
probably being mostly to blame. changes to do a pair of handstands 
Scho. lo Ap t Good stunt but 


sound } 


biiacehaiimmamaie reverses» the audience’s attention. | 
LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Harding follows with his baritoning 


Indianapolis, July 19. 


‘Wake Up America’ with Gil 


| Lamb, 12 Commanders and Lorraine 


West, 
Albins. 


The 
Betty 


12 Dancing Cadettes, 
Claire and Hudson, 


Lee; ‘Paper Bullets’ (Prod.). | Final spot 


—__— 


The Lyric has taken a handful of 
acts and tied them together in a 
revue patriotically titled ‘Wake Up 
America. Even though the theme is 
forgotten after the first number, and 
not remembered again until the, 
finale, the management deserves | 
credit for an attempt to something) 
out of straight vaude. 

Gil Lamb emcees though first three 
turns are done without intros. 


up. He could be used advantage- 
ously from the beginning. Lamb’s 
drolleries and impossible postures 
pleased the onlookers, with his pan- 


, tomime of the jitterbug going to see 





| Benny Goodman at the N. Y. Para-| 


| mount a high spot. He’s a smooth 
| performer and with his aide, Tommy 
; Sanford, who plays the harmonica 
|excellently, was well received. 
Lamb’s gag swallowing of a small 
harmonica was also good for plenty 
of guffaws. 


The 12 Commanders and Lorraine | 
a neat! 


West, good looking act, do 
| vocal job. Act is used in opening 
jand close effectively. Okay is the 
acrobatic team of Claire and Hudson. 
Both work with apparent ease. 

The Albins do a ballroom travesty, 
with little gal taking a beating from 
her mop-haired partner Act went 
over well. Betty Lee does some 
speedy work on a xylophone. 

Show ends with the chorines doing 
another routine in front of a military 
drop and the Commanders vocalizing 
‘Archors Aweigh.’ 

Biz scattered at third show Friday 

(18). Kiley. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 18. 
Harry James Orch (18) with Dick 
| Haymes, Lynn Richards, Trixie, Shea 
and Raymond; ‘The Big Store’ 
(M-G). 

The talent budget has been shaved 
to the bone this week (50 minutes), 
with only two outside acts added to 
Harry James’ crew. The manage- 
ment apparently is banking on the 
screen attraction, the Marx brothers’ 
farewell production, to take part of 
the entertainment load. 

James’ band, musically, is first- 
rate, but it lacks the tricks and 
novelties needed to make it a top- 
flight stage attraction by itself. The 
crew has built up a following here 
from its recordings, faves on jukes 
and platters at local stations. This 
was evidenced by the reaction among 
the kids in the pews whenever the 
trumpeter announced the name of 
some of the fave numbers. 

Evoking the biggest burst of 
whistling and cheering was the play- 
ing of ‘Music Makers,’ ‘Carnival in 
Venice, ‘One O’Clock Jump’ and 
"You Made Me Tove You, with 





After | 
Lamb gets on, the entire show picks | 


on ‘Goodnight My Love’ and lifts the 
pace. Bit of ventriloquism by Don 


'Frye holds the tempo nicely as he 


exhibits a dummy replica of himself | 
and later a second dummy in black- 
face to close the act with a song duo. 
Work is novel and rated well with 
the house. 

is given to the Ver- 
| million act, with the harp quartet 
opening and the dancer on in a toe 
and kick number. Form of the act 
is alternation. with quartet giving! 
out with such numbers as ‘Alone,’ 
‘Stardust,’ ‘Maybe’ and ‘Hold That 
Tiger’ and Miss Vermillion contribut- | 
ing two other routines in the acro-| 
batic style. Finale tom-tom number 
is best effort and two or three other | 
routines like this one would lift the 
act immeasureably. Musical person- 
nel of the turn lists Mary Johnston, 
Donna Jean Miller, Toots Bowman 
and Dorothy Spector on harps, with 
Dick Hoffman accompanying on 
piano. Quin. 


| STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, July 18. 
Buck and Bubbles, Charles New- 
man, Four Franks, Mazie and Brach, | 
|The Rossillianos (2), Doroth Hild! 
Ballet (12); ‘This Way Please’ (Par). | 


Packed with fine talent, this he 
rates well. In addition, there is some | 
moneypulling power in Buck and 

| Bubbles, who enjoy a good local fol- 











| lowing. 
| Dorothy Hild Ballet opens the 
show with a swing military routine. | 

Gals are attractive and above aver-| 
| age in ability. Following this, the| 
| Four Franks take over with a varie- | 
ty act of excellent calibre. Two 
| femmes and two men mix up an as-| 
sortment of tap dancing with some| 
| Okay instrumental work, topping it| 
| Off with some smash comedy. 
| Charles Newman, harmonica vir- 
| tuoso, is on for a couple of numbers 
| which give evidence of good el 
nique, but offer little in the way of | 
| showmanship. An an encore, he 
plays a conga, which serves as an 
introduction for the ballet, in a 
colorful Spanish number. 

Unicycle turn, Mazie and Brach, 
has some good work, featured main- 
ly by feasts of balancing while on 
the machines. Gal is a looker and 
adds flash to the act. A closing stunt | 
performed by the man, wherein he| 
keeps 11 hoops in motion while on | 
the unicycle, is a nifty. 

Buck and Bubbles, making a rare 
local appearance, have made few! 
changes in their routine, but remain! 
a good solid act, with plenty of talent 
and the ability to sell it. Without 
a suggestion of blue material, they 
manage to get a multitude of laughs, 
and the dancing and piano work 
still pack plenty of wallop. 

Rossilianos, Polish dance team, 
combine with the ballet girls to pre- 
sent “Polish Village Festival.’ 
it is good entertainment, the team 
has been seen too much of late in 
Chi, having played the Chicago thea- 
tre less than eight weeks ago with 
the same numbers. 

Good biz third show Friday (18). 











hile 





Loop. 


Combo’s one swing at a driving, jit- 
terbuggy style is on ‘Anvil Chorus,’ 
and its proves a good arrangement, 
well played. 

Charlie ‘Snowball’ Whittier, Lewis’ 


perennial shadow, fills several spots, 


with the leader, coming on first to 
help vocal ‘When My Baby Smiles 
At Me,’ and later doing an imitation 
of Bill Robinson's leg work. Louise 
Glenn is up front in a short and ap- 
preciated ballet routine. Jean 
Blanche serves as a target for Lewis’ 
vocalling of ‘You’re a Pretty Thing,’ 
then stands on her own in an acro 
turn, executing flips, kicks, etc., to 
solid returns. 

Kay, Katya and Kay have played 
this territory before. Act is a win- 
ner from any angle, beginning with 
faultlessly done ballroom stuff to a 
Viennese waltz and ending up in a 
brisk and entertaining mechanical 
doll bit. Two men transform the 
girl’s costume uniquely for the last 
bit in full view of the audience. Act 
got—and rated—strong response. 

Geraldine Ross is another ap- 
plouse-puller. She nrecedes more 
acro dancing with laughable twists 
like scratching herself and appar- 
ently pulling on a girdle. Her stunts 
set her solidly even though she fol- 
lows too closely on the heels of Miss 


| Blanche, a fault in that the acts are 


so similar. 

Le Ahn Sisters (4) get in only one 
short shot alone, but could be used 
more. Tune is an exceptionally good 
arrangement of ‘Dinah,’ done in a 
neat harmonizing style. Soloist with 
the group breaks in midway with a 
warm voice, clear and very listen- 
able delivery. Group. should be 
watched as a comer. Wood. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


a 


Miami, July 19. 
Marjorie Gainsworth, Arnaut 
Brothers, Alan Carney, Chris Cross 
and Looie, Statler Twins, Harry 
Reser House Orch; ‘Kisses for Break- 
fast (WB). 


——__. 


This is one of the strongest line- 
ups this house has imported this 
summer, offering 60 minutes of 
standard vaude fare sufficiently di- 
versified as to be classed as potent 
b.o. even though handicapped by 


| trivia as ‘Kisses for Breakfast’ 
( 


It’s a nicely routined bill, sparked 
by Alan Carney, a clever mimic, 
making his initial bow in these parts. 
Carney’s impressions, while for the 
most part borrowed from the stand- 
ard album of vaude mimicry, are, by 
reason of his slick presentation, in a 
class by themselves. Windup is a 
Union Square sketch of soapbox ora- 
tors that is a riot. Also does a cred- 


| itable job handling the intros. 


A showy coloratura soprano, with 
a fine range and nice quality, Mar- 
jorie Gainsworth fails to click as 
solidly as she should because of ap- 
parent uncertainty in her choice of 
songs. Leads off with a standard 
ballad, takes a flyer at ‘Lo, the Gen- 
tle Lark,’ tries a current pop and 
bows off with a musical-comedy hit. 
Latter earned the biggest hand, and 
appears her best bet. Her pipes are 
definitely not adapted to torchy pops, 
and the classicists are few and far 
between on the summer circuit, so it 
would appear that the musical-com- 
edy field offers best choice of ma- 
terial. 

The Arnaut Brothers have been 
around for years, and are apparently 
well satisfied with their slapstick 
fiddle and bird-whistle routine. They 
haven’t changed a note since last 
caught. It gets a giggle, but it’s 
about time they whipped up a few 
variations. After all these years the 
brothers have to fall back on refer- 
ences to what a time they had last 
p.m. for their encore exchange. , 

Chris Cross tried to crash radio 
here two years ago, but struck out. 
Finally clicked as a_ ventriloquist 
with a band unit. Now he’s back 


with an amusing skit employing a 
(Continued on page 63) 
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VARIETY 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK JULY 25 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


“ show, whether full or split week. 











Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (23) 

Joe Venuti Bd 

Danny Kaye 

Jane Froman 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (25) 

Vaughn Monroe Bd 

Gil Lamb 

6 Willys 





CHICAGO 

Chicago (25) 
The Seilers 
Tito Guizar 
Coleman Clark 
Sue Ryan 


MIAMI 
Olympia (23-26) 
Sid Marion 
Estelle Taylor 
Wesson Bros 











Evelyn Farney Larry Collins 
NEW YORK CITY PITTSBURGH 


Strand (25) 
Phil Harris Orc 
Ames & Arno 
The Billingtons 
Lime 


(18) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Revue 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (25) 

Paul Whiteman Orc 
Jack Gilford 
Robinson 2 

(18) 


Harry James Ore 
Shea & Raymond 
Trixie 


| 





Stanley (25) 
‘Rochester’ 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Kitty Murray 
Ruby Ring 

(18) 

Phil Harris Ore 
Ames & Arno 
Paul Winchell 
The Billingtons 

WASHINGTON 


Earle (25) 
Lani McIntyre Orc 
B West & L Page 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (24) 

Gautier Steeplechase 
Carroll & Howe 
Willie Hoppe 
Harry Richman 
Jack Cole Dance 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (24) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Floyd Christy Co 
Dunbar & Rhymaire 
Cass Daley 
Talia 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (24) 

Hal LeRoy 

Marina Lord 

Hiida Eckler 

Francis Carter 

Arthur Bowie 

Gil Mason 

Robert Shanley 

Rockettes 

Corps de Ballet 

Glee Club 

Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (24) 


Peters Sis 


Bobby May 

Rolly Rolls 

Stuart & Lea 

Betty Jane Smith 

Gae Foster Gls 

Paul Ash Ore 

AKRON 

Palace (25-28) 

Count Bernivici Sh 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (24) 
Gae Foster Gls 
Joe & J McKenna 
Jack Powell 
Moke & Poke 
~Gene Krupa Ore 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Willow, West & M'G 
Christiani Tr 
Sharkey 
Gautier’s Brickl’yers 





Patricia Ellis 

Victoria Tr 

Ray & Harrison 

3 Harmonica Bees 
BALTIMORE 

Hippodrome (24-26) 

Dinah Shore 

Frank & J Hubert 

Jim Wong Tr 

Pearl Robins 

Wally Brown & A 
State (24-26) 

3 Avos 

Joe Arena Co 

Anthony & Rogers 

Emerson Mounta’ers 


CAMDEN 
Towers (26-27) 
Jay Palmer Co 
Stone & Lee 
A Loyal’s Stallions 
(Two to fill) 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (25) 
Rio & Rita 
Fred Rookie Co 
2 Sparks & Flame 
Reed & Mack 
One to fill 
Jones Beach (24-26) 
Reynolds & Skaters 
3 Swifts 
M Park Glee Club 
PHILADFS PHIA 
Carman (25) 











30bby Morris Evelyn Brooks 
Richard Dana (Three to fill) 
Pinky Lee WILLOW GROVE 
Ryan & Benson Willow Grove Park 
Ben Yost Singers (27 only) 
Hamid’s Pier (27) |3 Avos 
Blue Barron Ore Anthony & Rogers 
Henny Youngman Emerson Moupta’ers 
Cabaret Bill 
NEW YORK CITY 
Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 

Pedrito Orc 

Shirl Thomas 
Bill Bertolotti’s 

Jane Churchill 


Annette 

Moya Gifford 
Ginger Lane 
Don Sylvio Ore 


Angelo Ore 

Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 

Teddy Wilson Ore 
Eddie South Cre 
Linda Keene 
Ammons & Johnson 
Jack Gilford 
Golden Gate 4 


Cafe Society 
(Village) 

Henry Allen Ore 
Kenneth Spencer 
Sunny Price 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Chateau Moderne 


Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Orc 
Gabriel 

Lou Spielman 
Dorothy Tanner 
Carmelita 


Claremont Inn 


Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 

G Andrews Orc 
Peter Brent Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Frankie Hyers 
Archie Robbins 
Stan Ross 

Club Gaucho 
Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Cora & Irene's 
Joe Eliis Ore 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 





Benito Collada 


Teresita Osta 

Anita Sevilla 
Antonio de Cordova 
Bardilla Sis 


Famous Door 
Babe Ruasin Orc 
Billie Holiday 
Dixie Roberts 
Sid Walker 
Mousey Garr »r 

Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Alberto Torres 
Ramon & Lucinda 
Belen Ortega 
Aida Rodriguez 
Fay Torres 
Arturo Cortes 
Delores DeLeon 

Hickory House 
Bill Turner Ore 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Jinja Wayne 

Hotel Astor 


Ina Ray Hutton Ore 

Will Bradley Orc 
Hotel Belmont 

Plaza 

Arthur Ravel Ore 

Joe Pafumy Ore 

Bea Perron 

Gwen Gary 

Eleanor Eberle 

John Hubert 

Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 

Ray Heatherton O 

Judy Clark 

Rolly Rolls 

Pickert & Ross 


Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 

Bobby Parks Ore 

Imogen Carpenter 


Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Orc 


Hotel Essex House 

Nick D’Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 

Ray Kinney Ore 

Meymo Holt 

Napua 

Leilani Iaea 

Nani Todd 

Lehua Paulson 


Hotel Lincoln 
Harry James Ore 


Hotel McAlpia 


Arturo Arturos Ore 
Wendy Bishop 


Hotel New Yorker 


Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 
Bob Houston 
Paul Harmon 
Adele Inge 
Betty Ranow 
Anne Haroldon 
Peter Killam 
Phil Hiser 

Jo Ann Dean 
Gene Berg 

Tce Ballet 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 

Buddy Clarke Ore 

Alfonso Orc 

Jack Waldron 

Elenore Wood 

Hibbert, Byrd Co 

Winton & Diane 

Bunny Howard 

Ginger Dulo 

Wilson Lang 

Hotel Pennsylvania 





Bobby Byrne Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
| Stuart Wade 
Hotel Plaza 

Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 

’aul Haakon 
| Maxine Kisor 
| Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Howard Lally Ore 
Peggy Fears 
Milton Douglas 
Hotel St. Moritz 


|Ford Harrison Ore 
| Cass Franklin 
|} Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Black 
Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 

Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 


Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Frakson 
Evelyn Tyner 


James & Wilde 
Caroline Knight 
Teddy Eddie Ore 
Joe Hembree Ore 

Kelly’s Stable 
Hot Lips Page Orc 
Billie Holiday 
Billy Daniels 
Stuff Smith 
King Cole Trio 

La Martinique 
(West End, N. J.) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Herbert Curbello O 
Georgie Tapps 
Adrienne 

Le Coq Rouge 
Jos Smith Ore 








Sugar Gelse 
David Marshall Orc 


Charlie Foy’s Club 


Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Jerry Lester 
Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Ore 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 

| Neville Fleeson 

| Peter Lind Hayes O 
Carlyle 

| Grace Hayes 

Mary Reilly 

Mary Lee 

Mavis Mims 
Inecita 





House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 
Hal Chanslor Orc 
Jean Meunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 


‘It’ Cafe 


Burnette & Lucille 
Denise 


oe 

Pola Zorkan 

Vanita 

Dave Forrester Ore 
Macambo Cafe 

Edwardo Aguilar O 

Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Palladium 





Pirates Der 
Henry Grant 
Gaby La Fitte 
Shadrack Boys 
Marjorie Raymond 
Chet Record 
Nick Cochran Ore 


Rhumboogie 


Four Tones 

3 Chocolateers 
Lovey Lane 

Lois Galloway 

Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 


Richard Smart 
Ina Miraeza 
Yascha Borowsk! 
Russian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Lilia Kipikona 
Sybil Thomas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 
Eddie Bush 
Charlie Openuil 
Bobby Mathews 
Johnie Bright Ore 


Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Sid Tomick 
Reis Bros 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Pat Shaw 





Poggi & Igor 
Tana 

Vanessa & Sandino 
Jacqueline Mignac 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Surf Room) 
Johnny Pick Ore 


Babette’s Club 


Barbara Belmore 
Patricia Ryan 
Owen & Parker 
Milton Huber Ore 
Di Salvo Bros Ore 
Bath & Turf Club 
Jerry Cooper 
Marie Austin 
Nanette Gerardo 
Jack Whitehead 
Thomas Rio Ore 
Benson's Cafe 
Johnny Norton 
Princess Whitewing 
Rita Cunningham 
Roe Coletta’s Ore 
Breakers Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
Beale Street Boys 
University 3 
Pearl Williams 
Brigantine Hotel 
(Treasure Island 
Room) : 
Adrian Rollini 3 














ATLANTIC CITY 








BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


NEW YORK 


EDWARD SHERMAN 


1619 BROADWAY 


COL. 5-0930 


| rea Adair 
Buzzonnie 
Rinaldi 
Aurette Sis 


Garland: Wilson 
Larry Steel 

Dude Ranch 
Endicott Cowboy O 
Dude Ranch Str'g O 
Billy Lang 


Elephant Cafe 


Joe Armstrong 
Joe Doyle 
Peggy Shields 
Rita Roberta 

500 Club 
Cross & Dunn 
Henry Jerome's Orc 


Gateway Casino 

(Somers Point) 
Jack Miller Orc 
Paul Titus 
Bubbles Lawler 
Johnnie Farrell 
Jack Carleton 


Herman’s Music Bar 
Jack Arnold 
Jockey’s Derby Club) 
Lenny Ross 
Bert Dagmar 
Bobby Pell 
Kiki Hall 
Lee Norre 
Peppi Carman 


Nomad Club 
Jackie Whalen 
Murray Wood 
Annette Ross 
Jean Rochelle 
Zola Gray 
Peggy Heavens 
Helen Colby 
Elena Martinez 
Charlotte Carlton 
Manny Davis Ore 


President Hotel 
(Round the World 














Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Eddie Davis 
Jerry Bianchard 
Dance Players 
Clay Bryson 
Barbara Perry 
Sherry Britton 
Shirley Lloyd 
Milton Dahlberg 
Jean Mona 


Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
Victor Harte 


Queen Mary 
Roy Stewart Orc 
Caroline Night 
Kimi Toye 
Ginger Wayne 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 


Rainbow Room 


Barry Winton Orc 
Chiguita Venezia 
Sigrid Lassen 
Clemente Orc 
Mayla 

Russell Swann 
Aaron & Glancz 
Julian & Marjori 


Riviera 

(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Ore 
Fausto Curbello O 
Helen Kane 
Gower & Jeanne 
Whitson Bros 
Everett Marshall 
Ches Hale Gls 
Edith Roark’s Club 


Joe White Ore 
Henry Marko 
Helen Fox 

tuth Gallagher 
Russell Hird 
Tex Gentry 

Pat Bonnett 
Ruby Carr 
Edith Roark 


Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk, J.) 
M Bergere Orc 
Columbus & Carroll 
Carole & Sherod 
Sally Gay 

Ruban Blea 
Edwin Matthews 
Vera Sanoff 
Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Neimiroff Orc 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 
Mishi Uzdanoff 
Arjsiak Arafelova 

Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Ray Renson Ore 
Angelita Harmes 

Versailles 
N Brandwynne Orc 


Panchito Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Tommy Wonder 


Village Barn 
Gene Austin Ore 








} 

| 
| Hurricane | 
| Dick Satterfield Orc | 
| Chiquito Ore 
Billy Vine 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Jack Lane 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
George Kent 
Ann Harriett 
Tony Sharrabba 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowi 
Margery Daye 
Jack Gywne 
Jimmy Castle 
Royal Guards 
Dorothy Brandon 
Armand & Lita 
3 Dee's 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Casa Manana 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mary 
Billy 


Parker 


Daniel 








H Williams, 8 i* 


Sherrill Sis 
Zeb Carver 
3ud Sweeney 
Don & Ruth 
Pappy Below 
Roberta Welch 
Village Vanguard 
Belle Rosette 
Helen Thomas 


Lane 


LOS ANGELES 


Jimmy Brierly 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Ore 


Earl Carroll 


Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O'Hara 
Gene Shelton 
Rarney Grant 
Dorothy Ford 

6 Debonairs 

Beryl Wallace 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Orc 
Florentine Garden 
Corrinne & Tita 
NTG 

Billy Rayes 

Fred Scott 


Wody Herman Orc 
Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Marg’rite & M’rtinez 
Henry Monet 

Patsy Brittain 
Herman Lopez 
Fred & Jerry 

Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 

Val Oman Orc 

Maggi McNellis 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Art London 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 


Blackhawk 


Art Jarrett Ore 
Gail Robbins 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Pearl Islanders 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 


Cddie White Orc 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

3 Niblics 

Peggy Lester 

Lois LaChance 

Bob Billings 

Broadmont 

Wally Rand 

Pat Patterson 

Betty Coeds 

Anita Page 

June- Darling 

Saily Barr 

Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Brown Derby 


Harriet Norris 
Jo Ann Dare 
Charlotte van 
Mary Earl 
Chiquita 
Evelyn Lee 
Virginia James 
| Joe Franks 
Edith Mitchell 
Savage Trio 
Marsha DeLand 
Mary Grant 
Ethel Brown 
Mickey Dunn 
Advocates 
Sammy Frisco Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Modulators Orc 
Maurice Rocco 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Milton Berle 
Jansleys 
|} Carole Rhodes 
| Raquel & Tarriba 
Bill Gary 
Ben Yost Singers 
Boyd Raeburn Orc 
Bobby Ramos Orc 
| Evans Gis 
Club 
Larry Vincent 
Pancho & L 
| Irene Burke 
| Natasha 


Rar 


Day 








Alabam 


Roche 


nona Hughes 
Colosimos 
Frank Quatrell Ore 
Gale 6 
Renee 


Rose 


Villon 
Perfect 
Yvette Dare 
Bobby Danders 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Jerry Shelton 
Del Shore 
Eddie Danders Orc 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
Bob Grant Orc 
Peggy Fears 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Donna & Juans 
Ronnie Kemper 
Bernie Mattinson 
Minnie Cabanne 
Burton Pierce 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
Herb Foote 
885 Club 


Rogers & Morris 
Jerry Bergen 
Joan Hope 

Fifi deVillerie 





Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 


Somerset House 
Grady King Orc 


Swane Inn 


Slim & Slam 
Fred Skinner 


Trianon 
Johnny Davis Ore 


CHICAGO 


Dolorea & DeVago 
Julio Garcia Orc 


5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
Roberts & Reynolds 
Mary Beth Sires 
The Bartons 

Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Orc 


Garrick Stagebar 


Stuff Smith 
Clarence Profit 8 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Crusaders 
Dorothy Timmins 
Betty Grey 


Hi Hat 


Guy Cherney 
DeMarlos 
Jim Penman 
Andree Andrea 
J Manzaneres Ore 
Younger Gis 
Eddie Fens Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 


Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendoiyn Veausell 
Edna Sellers 
|} Isobel de Marco 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Manfred Gotthelf 
New Yorker 
Ruth Craven 
McKays 
Ray English 
Vivian Marshall 
George Moore 
Kretlow Gis 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
Old Heidelberg 
Hans Muenzer 4 
Doris Wittich 
Cosmo Pusa-Teri 
Heidelberg 4 
Rathskellar 
Louis & Orc 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


| 


Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Rosario & Antonio 
Carlos Ramirez 
3 Pitchmen 
Johnny Mack 
Inez Gonan 
Carmine Calhoun 
Pedro DeLeon Orc 
Ab tt ar rs 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Kerwin Ore 
Sis 





j 


Gene 

faeen 
(Panther Room) 

Benny Goodman O 

| é arl Marx 

Khumba Casino 

} Joan Merrill 

|Georgie Tapy 

; 

| 


Flores 
| Martinez & Devlin 
|Carlos Molinas Or< 
|Eduard & Diane 
| Pan-Am Danc 
Don Pedro Ore 
606 Club 
| Biny Carr 
| Alyce Cerf 
| Ceil von Dell 
| Marion Kingsley 
Cleopatra 
| June March 
| Diane Rowland 
| Jean Mode 
i} Sparklet Gls 
Elayne 
Nannette Carmen 
Jirmnmy Ray 
Carrie Finnell 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Villa Moderne 
Bob Strong Ore 
Villa Venice 
‘Rosita Ortega 











Pedro Albani Ore 


Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee’s Orc 


Chelsea Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 


Johnny Hamp Ore 
Billy Van 2 


Cliquot Club 
Tony Gillard’s Orc 
Mildred Gibson 
Ramona 
Ann Howard 
Eddie Lang 
Ccsmo & Anita 
Eddie Brown 


Chez Paree 


Bothwell Brown 
Helen Jerrico 
Howard M'tgomery 


Club Harlem 
Coleridge Davis Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Frances Brock 
Myra Johnson 
Anise & Aland 
Jerby Wilson 

he Beachcombers 


Club Bali 


Ramoni Rhumba BG 
Adam & Jane 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Bali-lovelies 
J & A DiGianto 
Virginia Ramos 
Elisse 
Roy Sedley 

Ben Franklin 


Ralph Eastwood 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Ellen Mitchell 
Barbara Blane 
Betty & F Roberts 


Birmingham Inn 
(Pemberton, N. J.) 


Birmingham Ore 
Jean & R Carney 
Jerry Gordon 
Bob & Mary 
Maude #’ Mailey 
Gene & Roberta 
Gibsons (2) 
Cadillac Tavern 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Cadillac Caperettes 
Sally Osborne 
Dimas & Anita 
2 Dukes & Duchess 
Henrique & Adri’ne 
Carroll's 


Charlie Gainest Orc 

Dixie Sullivan 

Wilma 

Al Farr 

Hurry Rose 

Jean Lee 

Carrollettes 

Jack Shaw 

Cedarw’d Log Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Dale & Williams 

Ray O'Day 

Cynthia Evans 

Kay Lorraine 

Kay-dets 

Jackie Steers 

Grace Ruder 

i Virginia Lee 

| Eileen Brennan 

Embassy 

| Susan Lang 

Allida & Chico 

Johnny Parrish 

Ch uita 

Carlos Reyes 





i Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
| Brewsters 
| Beth Challis 
|Pete Hut 
Vivian Vance 
| Pat Shevlin Ore 
| (H Walton Roof) 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Earle & J Leach 
Mary Sawyer 
Adrienne 
Vera Neva 
Rose Gallo 
Lou Morrison 
Neil Fontaine 
Chico & Chiquita 
Jam Session 
Geo Verrechia 
Mickey House 
Billy Kretchmer 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Jimmy Venuti Orc 
Frank Lester 
Joe Compo 
Franchone & C’mi'le 
Maury Sis 
Agnes Barry 
Lido Venice 
jJerry Marcelle 
Wallv Vernon 


no 





PHILADELPHIA 


Room) 
Anselmo Sacasas O 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Marion Powers 
Juanta’s Ore 
Johnnie Morgan 
Della Norella 
Franco & Beryl 
Cheena de Simone D 
Phyllis Baker 

Paradise Club 
Bardu Ali Ore 
Wilma Middleton 
Honi Coles 
Tampa Boys 

Paddock Int'l 
Jai Lita 
Jackie Richards 
Vici Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 

Ritz-Carlton 

(Merry Go Round 

Room) 

Carmen Cavallaro O 
Traymore Hotel 
(Stratosphere Rm) 
Bill Madden's Ore 

Buddy & E Coll 

T. K. 9 Club 
Alan Gale 
Grace O'Hara 
Bobby Lee 
Evelyn Madison 
Eddie Thomas 
Eddy Blum 
Reds & Curley 
Judy Cummings 





Carmencito 

Estelle Sloan 
Marge & Carr 
Danny Versee Ore 
Little Rathskeller 


Muriel Kritlow Dan 

Bradfords 

Victor & Ruth 

De Lloyd McKay 

Jackie Hill 

Leon Fields 

Victor Hugo's Ore 

Manoa Inn 

Gene Tobin 

; Judy Lane 

| Wade & Wade 

| Casimiere Gls 

Dot Garcey 

Edythe Sallade 

Frank Cuneo Ore 

Nancy Newell 
Minstrel Tavern 

Tony Callazo 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Margie Rose March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 

Helen Marriott 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Leonard Cooks 

Bob & B Brown 

Ernie Arno 

Sally La Marr 

Stanley Bros 

Havenaires (4) 

Ray Hottinger Orc 


Old Falls Tavern 


Frances Carroll 
Dorothy. Cassler 
Mike Ray Orc 


Show boat 
Girard Ream 
Catherine Wolf Gls 
Dot Landy 
Billy Hamilton 
Harry Taylor 
Pryde & Dell 
Tiny Harris 


Silver Fieet Inn 
Phil Fletcher 
Rae & Dale 
Chie Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 
Harry Small 
Joe Scotty 

Silver Lake Inn 
Iris Wayne 
Geo Reed 
Barney & Longie 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hesse! Ore 

Stamp’s 

Margie Drummond 
Young Sis 
Hal Pfaff Ore 
Jack Griffin 
Stamp Trio 
Black-Eved Peas 
Lucille Rand 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Billy Chester 
Elaine Ellis 
Paul Allen 
Phyllis Caine 


Alpine Village 
{ Sydneys 
Blondell Twins 
Gregory & Raymond 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Fl Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 
Freddie’s Cafe 


Gayle Parker 
Ray Rogers 
Harriet Grant 
Paul & Thelma 


Gourmet Club 


Eddie Robinson Ore 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Hotel Cleveland 
George Duffy Orc 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowgill 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 


(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs 


Bowery 
Willie Howard 
Carlos & Van Horn 
Jean Richey 
Guido “& Dreme 
Paddy Cliff 
Arden Dane 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 


Casanova 
Glamour Gis (6) 
Daro & Davis 
Lowry & Russell 
Lee Walter Orc 

Club Congo 
Betty St Claire 
Gladys Madden 
Alice Lyons 
3 Buds 
Snowball & Johnny 
3 Aristocrats 
6 Reedettes 
King Perry Ore 

Corktown Tavern 
Billy Meagher 
Dolly Stirling 
Beth Farrell 
Ellen Kaye 
Joe E Kerns 
Cole & Corte 
6 Vesters 
Les Arquette Ore 

Hund’s 
3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valent! 
Chet Everhart 
Frank Whitman O 

Club Mar-Jdo 


Paul Regan 





Sally Ann 
Billy Hayes’ Ore | 
Frankie Richardson | 
|} Joan Carez i 
Lillian Chaplin 
Open Door Cafe | 
Harry McKay | 
Jitterbugs | 
Sunny Ray 
Irving Braslow Orc 
Fas’ “asino 
Tommy Monroe 
Idols of Rhythm | 
Peacock Gardens | 
(King-of-Prussia, | 
Pa.) | 
Don Lee 
Gil Fitch Ore 
Margie George 
Artie Singer 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly 
Margie Kelly 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 
Red Hill Inn 
(Pennsauken, N. J.) 
Julia Cummings 
Iris Wayne 
Renaldo 
Warren Phillips 
Murray Ann 
Roman Grille 
Marino & Devoll 
June Van 
Danny Eichards 
Gloria Dale | 
Peggy La Van 
Rol Parker Orc 
Jimmy & Danny 
Rendezvous | 
(Hotel Senator) 
| Tiny Kaye 
Loumelle-Morg’n (3) 


Ore 


} 





Sam’s Cafe | 


‘rank Ponti 
k Lamont 


Kli-Ban 





| O'Donnel & Loyce 


| Virginia Melford 3 


George Libby Rev 
| Julia Barbour 

| Dr Marcus 

| Pierre & Renee 


i Siella 


June Carson 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Merritt Lamb Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 
Buddy Duray 
Jo6 FKoder Ore 
Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo’s 
Beth Farrell 


Estrallita 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Marita 
Roy Harkins 
Paul Neff 
20th Century 
Stylists 
tose Venutl 
Kenny Shaffer Trie 
Marjorie Hyoms 


Veber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 


Pen Bannerman 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Marion 

Eden 2 

Hunt & Juliette 

Syd Golden 

Pumphandle Trio 

Al Goldecker 

Guardsmen (8) 

Harry Roch 

Jack Smith 

Signor Carmino 

Raths’r Eldoradiang 

Dave Pierson 

Wilson’s 

Joe Hough 

Blackie Johnson 

Mary Snyder 

Ruton 

Babs Roth 

George Downey 

Jess Altmiller 

Lou Kearns 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 

Judy Renault 

Midshipman 

Dennis King 

Mimi Stewart 

Helen Wilson 


CLEVELAND 


Grant Wilson 
Hotel Hollenden 


Glover & LaMae 
Doraine & Ellis 
Bob Ripa 

Sloan & Gary 
Sorelll 

Sammy Watkins O 


Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 


Jaun Florer 
Pear! de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 


Jimmy Haris Oro 


Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
_3700 Club 

Art West 

Ruth Farrants 
Pat Jordan 
Don Walsh Ore 





DETROIT 


Northwood Ina 


Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 


Dinorah Orc 
Bernice Bishop 
Hoffman Bros 


Palm Beach 


Bob Tolly 
James Howard 
Donna Reece 
King & Roche 
Darro Bros 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’s Redford Ing 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 


Jean Travers 
Alberto Sergio 
Deongelo & Porter 
John Gallus 
Darlene Walders 
Pamela Britton 
Don McGrane Ore 


Statler Hotel 
Sande Williams Ore 
Maxine Tappan 

San Diego 


Al Alexander Ore 
Udell & Daye 
Burns Bros 
Dolly Dawn 
Marya & Martyn 


The Tropics 


Betty Blair 

Jean Field 

Linda Bruce 

The Friars (3) 

Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne’s 

Television Revue 

Four Novelteers 

Dottie Jean 

Alto Fryer Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Reom) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Consuella 
Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Margo {00a 
Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie Horm 
Olga Ray 
Horace Houck Ore a 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey 
Sandro D’Arnez Orc 
Judy Ellington 
LaVerne Lupton 
Miaco 
6 Beachies 


Buster Keim Rev 


Blinstrub’s 
Karl Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
George Ross 
Allen Brown 
Mann & Thomas 

Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
David Ballentine 
Faye Thomas 


Casa Manana Gls 


Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 


Doris Abbott 
Club Vanity Fair 
Kai Nira Ore 

Ray 

Jane Miller 


Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Aipert Ore 
Don Rico Orc 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Mata & Hari 
Amapola Lopes 
Rose Morand 
Jack & June Blair 
Hassan, 2d 


(Melody Lounge) 


Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 


Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Miriam Johnson 
Crawfordettes 
Carole Hall 
Bill Mahoney 
Gypsy Nina 
Ralph James 

Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 

Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 

Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 
Florence Haliman 





Anne Gray 


Runkie & Lambert 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Lew Fields Dies in Cal. at 73, 
Joe Weber at His Bedside 





Death of Lew Fields Sunday (20) 


in Beverly Hills marked the passing | 


of another personality who rose 
from the lower 
York to the lights of Broadway. At 
his bedside was his stage partner 
Joe Weber, and his wife, Rose 
Diagnosis was pneumonia, although 
it was known that he had a heart 
condition for several years. 
was 73. 

Weber and Fields, along with the 


Rogers Brothers, were among the 
leading Dutch comedians of their 


day. 
decline during the 
Both teams were 


first world war. 
in vaudeville for 


many years, but it was in musical | 


shows that they won stage fame. 
Their stock in trade was to make} 
audiences laugh and many a howl! 


was provoked by the Weber (Mike) 

and Fields (Myer) choking bit. 
Their stage appearances date back 

to the 1880's. Weber's first partner 


being Joe Fields, no relation to Lew. 
When the latter teamed with Weber, | 


Joe Fields hooked up with one of 


East Side of New| 


Fields | 


That type of dialect started to | 


, Weber cleaned up a fortune with a 
four-person drama, ‘The Climax,’ 
| while Fields starred in ‘Old Dutch,’ 
‘Midnight Rounders,’ ‘The Girl Be- 
hind the Counter,’ ‘The Henpecks,’ 
‘The Great Decide, ‘Summer 
Widowers,’ ‘Poor Little Ritz Girl.’ 
shows, being a favorite at the Herald 


Square theatre. One of his most 
successful managerial ventures was 
| . . ba 

| with Vincent Youmans, they pre- 


senting ‘Hit the Deck.” ‘A Connecti- 
/cut Yankee,’ with Lyle Andrews as 
|his partner, was another hit. Less 
| successful were ‘Present Arms’ and 
| ‘Hello Daddy.’ There were periods 
when Fields earned big money in 
| the theatre, but he liked to take a 
'chance on the horses and roulette. 
Three of Fields’ children have won 
attention in the field of amusements 
'on the writing end» Dorothy Fields 
i has contributed the lyrics to any 
number of pop song successes, in- 
cluding the score of the first ‘Black- 
birds,’ written with Jimmy McHugh. 
Herbert Fields has been writing on 
the Coast and his most recent musi- 


the Rogers and in 1885 they formed | cal comedy books were for ‘DuBarry 


a four-act, known as Weber and 
Fields and Rogers and Fields. Later 
the team of Weber and Fields de- 
veloped not only as comedians but 
as producers. All four started as 
blackface comedians, then through 
accident turned to dialect. 

Duo obtained the Imperial Music 
Hall from Sullivan & Krause and 
changed the name to their’s. Season- 
ally they presented revues, a pattern 
for shows of the same kind that 
were expensively presented later on 
around Times Square, then regarded 
as being uptown. The formula was 
to burlesque the dramatic hits, hence 
the titles such as ‘Under the Red 
Globe,’ ‘Cyranose’ and ‘Zasu.’ Among 
the other revues at Weber & Fields’ 
Music Hall were ‘Fiddle-Dee-Dee,’ 
‘Hoity Toity’ and ‘Whoa Vass Iss.’ 
Their last professional appearance 
together was in the film of Lillian 
Russell’s life, about a year ago. 

Stars Were Born 

Names to become famous were in 
the Weber and Fields’ revues, such 
as Lillian Russell, David Warfield, 
Sam Bernard, Pete Dailey, Willie 
Collier, Fay Templeton, Lew Dock- 
stader, Elsie Janis, Frankie Bailey, 
Bonnie Maginn, Anna Held, Marie 
Dressler, Nora Bayes, Blanche Ring. 
Warfield and Bernard were low com- 
ics and dialecticians who appeared 
in burlesque and the Eighth avenue 
concert halls, a district that some- 
what rivalled the Bowery. Warfield, 
however, developed into a dramatic 
actor under the direction of David 
Belasco and starred in such suc- 
cesses as “The Music Master, “The 
Auctioneer’ and ‘The Return of 
Peter Grimm.’ ° 

During a lull in their partnership 
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Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


Was a Lady’ and ‘Panama Hattie’ 
(46th Street, N. Y.). Joseph Fields 
collaborated on ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
(Biltmore, N. Y.) with Ed Chodorov. 
Fields’ widow and another daughter, 
not connected with show business, 
also survive. 





Cremated 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
Private services, attended only by 

family and Joe Weber, were held 
| here yesterday (Monday) morning 
| for Lew Fields. Cremation followed 
| per his wishes and ashes are to be 
; taken east by his widow and placed 
,in family vault in Union Field Ceme- 
| tery, New York. 








Face to Face 





Unusual family reunion took 
place this week at the Hunter- 
don County Playhouse, Jutland, 
N. J., when two sisters who 
hadn’t seen each other for 12 
years were cast in the same play. 

Gals are Veronica and Helena 
Fredericks. Veronica has lived 
in New York and Helena in Hol- 
lywood. Closest they had come 
together since 1929 was passing 
in trains going in opposite di- 
rections. 


4 








MOSS HART BIG 


B.0. IN DENNIS 


Dennis, Mass., July 22. 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
with Moss Hart in the title part, 





| grossed $6,248 here last week. That 


| 


Fields came to the Coast seven | 


tures. He was fairly active in the- 
atrical affairs up to his illness and 


| 

| 

| years ago and appeared in many pic- 
| : 

nights at 


rarely missed 
Masquers, 


special 


= 





Current Road Shows 


(July 23-Aug. 2) 





‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney, 
Luther Adler)—Garden Pier, At- 
lantic City (29-3). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Biltmore, Los Angeles (23-2). 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Phil Baker)— 
Garden Pier, Atlantic City (23-27); 
Studebaker, Chicago (29-2). 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Erlanger, Chicago 
(23-2), 

‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (Tallulah 
Bankhead) — Brighton, Brighton 


Beach, N. Y. (23-26). 

‘Johnny Belinda’ — Brighton, 
Brighton Beach, N. Y. (28-2). 

‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeles (23-2). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
| —Cass, Detroit (23-2). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’— 
Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (23-27); Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn (29-3). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chicago 
(23-2). 

‘Native Son’—Maplewood, Maple- 
wood, N. J. (28-2). 

‘Old Acquaintance’ 





(Jane Cowl, 


| wood, N, J. (23-26). 
| ‘Rain’ Lenore Ulric)—Flatbush, 
| Brooklyn (23-27). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke)—El 
| Capitan, Holywood (23-2) 
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Summer Premieres 








NORMAN 
(July 23-Aug. 2) 
| 
HARRIS | ‘Little Dark Horse,’ Theresa Hel- 
| burn’s adaptation of Andre Birabeau 
and | original, at Country playhouse, West- 
SYLVIA [ Peet. Conn. (23-26). 
‘Curtain Going Up’ (‘Comedienne’), 
SHORE | by Ivor Novello, with Constance Col- 
jlier, at Cape playhouse. Dennis, Mass. 
(23-26). 
Pane ae Strictly for Sweeney,’ by Rita 





Ford, at Pine Grove playhouse, Cam- 
| bridge Springs, Pa. (23-26). 
Management: WM. KEN Untitled play, by Jean Archibald, 
1196 Broadway yg York || at Theatre-in-the Dale, New Mil- 
ford, Conn. (30-2), 


BAL TABARIN 
SAN FRANCISCO 




















ba ee 
SAMUEL FRENCH |) Added Summer Theatres 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE (Equity-Bonded Only) 


Plays for Stage, Screen and Radie 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
81! West 7th Street, Les Angeles 





Yardley Drama Festival, Yardley, 
Pa.—Nat Burns. 

Saratoga Players, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y¥.—Ted Hammerstein (formerly 








| 
|Peggy Wood)—Maplewood, Maple-| 


establishes the top takings for the 
third week of the season, since the 
Cape Playhouse opened in 1927. 

Richard Aldrich, who is operating 
the summer spot, reports that the 
first two weeks were 20% aheadeof 
last season and that subscriptions are 
30°% bigger. 





Barter Moves 
Lynchburg, Va., July 22. 

Bob Porterfield’s strawhat has 
taken a jaunt almost halfway across 
Virginia. Moved recently from 
longtime Barter theatre locale at 
Abingdon to Hollins College to be- 
gin a series of summer shows. 

Initial offering had Conrad Nagel 
directing and as a player in ‘Petri- 
fied Forest. His daughter, Ruth, 
was also in a lead role. Three other 
pieces are scheduled by Barter group 
at Hollins under auspices of college’s 
alumnae association. 





Hedgerow’s Shaw Festival 
Philadelphia, July 22. 


ley, Pa., opened its eighth 
George Bernard Shaw festival this 
week (21), with the schedule run- 
ning to Aug. 2. The series opened 
with ‘Candida’—the play which 
opened the house 18 years ago. 

Feature of the festival will be 
Hedgerow’s first production of ‘Back 
to Methusaleh,’ on July 26, Shaw’s 
birthday. Only two parts of the five 
plays under this title will be pro- 
duced this season, ‘In the Beginning’ 
and ‘The Gospel of the Brothers 
Barnabas.’ 





Cromwell Guesting 
Cleveland, July 22. 


John Cromwell is guest-headlining 
current strawhat production at 
Western Reserve U. theatre. 


the Wedding.’ new version of 
Labiche’s 19th Century farce origi- 
nally tagged ‘Italian Straw Hat.’ 





Dixie Strawhat’s Big B.O. 
Hendersonville, N. C., Jihy.22-. 


‘Theatre of the Fifteen,’ producing 
summer stock at Old Mill Playhouse 
here, is no sneeze at boxoffice. With 
strawhats scarce in Dixie, patrons 
are coming far; some of them more 
than 100 miles, to pay 55c to $1.10 
for a gander at drama. 

Current is ‘The Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest,’ set for tomorrow (Wed). 
Ibsen’s ‘Hedda Gabler’ opens follow- 
ing day. 





Ann Corio Recupes 
Fitchburg, Mas., July 22. 
Ann Corio, recovering from foot 
injury’ suffered several weeks ago, 
will returh to stage July 28 at Lake 
| Whalom strawhatter in ‘The Barker.’ 
House at Whalom, under direction 
of Guy Palmerton, opened this week 
with ‘No. No Nanette.’ Evelyn Daw 
has lead, supported by Frank Lyon, 
Sheila Bromley and Louise Kirtland. 





Spa theatre, operated by Hope Law- 
der). 

Garden Pier, Atlantic City—Jules 
J. Leventhal. 

Toledo Civic Opera Assn., Toledo, 
O.—John W .Ehrle. 

Michiana Shores (Ind.) 
theatre—M. MacMahill. 

Louisville Stock Co.—Shuberts. 

Glen Rock (N. J.) playhouse—Paul 
Vroom. 

Hunterdon Hills (N. J.) playhouse 
—Ione Houtaine. 
Brattleboro 

Harry Young. 


Summer 


(Vt.) playhouse— 





The Hedgerow theatre, Rose Val- | 
annual 


Cromwell is appearing in ‘Haste to | 


Wednesday, July 23, 1941 
Inside Stuff —Legit 


Last week Oscar Serlin announced that Margalo Gillmore would re. 
place Lillian Gish In the Chicago company of ‘Life With Father,’ which 
tours next season. She will play opposite Percy Waram, who had the 
title part with Miss Gish. Miss Gillmore and Waram will step into the 
New York cast at the Empire during August, when Howard Lindsay and 
Dorothy Stickney take a vacation. 

It was not much of a secret that Miss Gish would not remain with 
‘Father’ after the Chicago run. Management took exception to her po- 
litical activity there. She took the isolationist side in the local agitation 
against the Government’s policy in the war crisis. 

It was planned to shift the Chi company to Detroit for the summer, 
Suddenly the Philadelphia company, headed by Dorothy Gish and Louis 
Calhern, was sent there. Management is said to have figured that the 
play’s chances might be impaired in Detroit because of the Chicago agi- 
tation in which Lillian Gish figured. It was explained that the shifting 
of companies was brought about because she planned going to the Coast 
for a picture assignment, but she is not known to have gone west. 








‘Crazy With the Heat’ having washed up as a unit, the book is closed 
on an unusual experiment with one of last season's flop revues. Estimated 
red was $160,000, including the showings in vaude theatres. Show opened 
at the 44th Street, N. Y., was withdrawn in 10 days after being panned 
but relighted when Ed Sullivan and several others took over ‘Heat.’ Daily 
News columnist’s group is said to have put up $20,000, Sullivan being con- 
vinced that the show could be put across. By reducing the operating nut 
‘Heat’ played for some time. then was converted into a unit. 


Understood the vaude bookings were profitable, but not enough for 
Sullivan to win back the investment. Revue was the maiden production 
of Kurt Kaszner, young Viennese showman. He has closed his office and 
mentions a Coast assignment, also planning another show on Broadway 
next season. 


Sullivan winds up some $4,000 in the red. He has a $2,600 lien on the 
costumes and scenery, which may get around $1,000 at forced sale. 


Moss Hart, who appeared in the leading part in ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ at Dennis, Cape Cod, last week, drew press attention in a 
number of Massachusetts dailies. In the Standard-Times, New Bedford 
he is described as looking satanic with small mustache and beard. As for 
the show, it was regarded as ‘that brash and howling farce,’ also rated 
the best farce of the season, even though it is early in the season to ‘fling 
such superlatives.’ 


Previously Hart had been interviewed and was asked why he wished to 


appear in the play. He answered: ‘I lost my mind, now here I am in 
agony.’ 





A. Edward Goldberg, who is operating the Brighton Beach theatre, 
should find out whether the resort’s visitors will support legit this week, 
attraction being Tallulak Bankhead in ‘Her Cardboard Lover.’ Spot's 
summer start went quite in the red with ‘The Gay Divorce,’ ‘The Gorilla’ 
and ‘Mr. and Mrs. North.’ Goldberg also has the house in Cedarhurst, L. I, 
which is reported faring somewhat better. 


While the brace of houses means two weeks booking, he had to guaran- 
tee a minimum of three weeks to the Skuberts before getting the rights 
to ‘Divorce.’ Buster Keaton was brought from the Coast under a two 
weeks contract at $500 weekly, plus transportation, but business for 
‘Gorilla’ and ‘North’ in which he appeared was disappointing. 





Secretary of War Henry Stimson ‘cast’ the: drawee of the first number 
of the second selective draft by having Sergeant Robert Shackleton, mu- 
sical comedy tenor, now at Fort Dix, do the drawing. There was no pub- 
licity on Shackleton’s photogenic appeal or show biz background until the 
ensuing Sunday’s broadcast by WOR-Mutual from Fort Dix, empkasizing 
Shackleton’s career with ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ ‘Very Warm for May,’ etc. 
He did ‘All the Things You Are’ from the latter musical as part of the 
radio program, 


‘Bait for a Tiger, which Bayard Veiller wrote as a melodrama, is be- 
ing novelized by him after managers nixed it in script form. Novel will 
be published by Reynal & Hitchcock and it is possible that it will later be 
adapted for the stage, probably by another dramatist. 





< 


Legit Followup Strawhat Plays 





‘IT HAPPENS ON ICE’ 


At $1.65 top~ here’s the ‘best legit 
buy in the Broadway area. Replete 


FAMILY HONEYMOON 


Skowhegan, Me., July 19. 





Ps Comedy j hree acts two S), 
with tuneful music, good comedy, seme te Dien waille . ieee r Croy 
dazzling costumes and expert skating | Dovel; staged by Melville Burke, with set- 
by a large troupe, the Sonja Henie- | tin&<_>Y Charles Perkins and Clarence 
Arthur Wirtz production, ‘It Ha , | Henderson. -Prosented by Lakewood thee 

” appens | atr Skowhegan, Me., July 14-19, 41, 
on Ice,’ has returned to the Center | $1.10 top. i 
theatre, New York, after a month’s | AUtt Jo..........0. -oooeeBlorm Campbell 
respite, with even more zest, if that’s oe bein aie hh aed nie hg oe ms 
possible, than its excellent prede-| Charlie... ia tae 
cessor, SETS eee Joyce Van Patter 

Two new featured personalities a hamiiait es ...._. ISSA pe + 
make their debuts with the show, ! Prof. G im Jordans. Ruane! 
the singing June Forrest and the | Bill Armstrong.......... Owen D 
barrel-jumping Georg Von Birgelem. a ae Mille secceee ate 
They’re socko additions. particularly | Mis 1 = Jason yf RAE "H titon 
the Swiss jumper, who, in lieu of | Mr. Broods VA 
the hooped lumber, uses a chair, | tetas 
with Buster Grace, one of the Four} _ This is the 15th play by Owen 


Bruises, lending comedy values to | Davis to be presented at Lakewood 








the act. since 1931, and the ninth’ tryout. 
For laugh honors it’s pretty nearly | AUthor happens to have been born 
an even split between the Four |!" Bangor, Me. which was also origi- 


Bruises and Freddie Trenkler. Their 
slapstick stuff remains among the 
high spots in the show. 


Skippy Baxter and Hedi Stenuf 
still excel with their ballet-type 
exating. bese the ‘Legend of the 
ake number outstandin amo 
their duet numbers. — 


Betty Atkinson, _ baton-twirler, 
who's also in a straight dance-skat- 
Ing specialty with Charles Hain: 
Betty Jane Yeo, cute dance-skater: 
LaVerne, rhythm skater; Fritz Diet]. 
on stilts; Jack Kilty, singer, and Dor- 
othy Allan, whto also sings, go over 
also, among others. 


Al Stillman’s and Fred E. Ahlert’s 
tune, ‘Between You and Me and the 
Lamp Post,” in which Kilty and Miss 
Forrest pair, remains one of the 
show's boff tunes. Ditto ‘The Moon 
Fell in the River’ (Mitchell Parrish- 
Peter DeRose). Naka. 





nal stamping ground of Herbert L. 
Swett, manager and principal owner 
of the Lakewood enterprises, and the 
two are said to have been play- 
mates there in 1891. Swett’s choice 
of ‘Family Honeymoon’ as outfit’s 
sole tryout for 1941 may therefore 
have been animated by friendly re- 
gard and generosity, which is surely 
laudable. But can Vinton Freedley, 
who has read the script and wit- 
nessed its production here (and who 
wasn’t around Bangor, Me., in 1891), 
be serious when he says that he in- 
tends to bring it to Broadway later 
in the season? 

‘Honeymoon’ is a variation on the 
Enoch Arden theme. This time the 
super-masculine errant husband, who 
arrives home on the eve of his aban- 
doned wife’s marriage to a professor 
of horticulture, fails to regain his 
former status at bed and board de- 


(Continued on page 60) 
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How Did Some Agencies Duck Tax 
Rap?: Speculation Rife on Fed Action 





vv 


Recent levy of fines against 17 
Broadway ticket brokers has aroused 
a number of speculative guesses as 
to why the federal authorities 
cracked down on the agency men. 
They pleaded guilty of not stamping 
tickets ordered by them by tele- 
phone, their reason for pursuing 
that course being that had they con- 
tested the proceedings they might 
have faced more severe penalties. 
Law provides a maximum fine of 
$100 for each ticket not stamped 


with the broker’s name and the 
amount paid by the customer. 


The fines were stiff enough and 


most of those involved said they did 
not have the ready cash to pay. 
Court has permitted the brokers to 
remit the fines in part each month. 
What is not understood is that in- 
formation was not lodged against all 
brokers, because all sell at the last 
minute by issuing orders on the 
boxoffice. 


Two of the leading agencies were 
not summoned to court. One is said 
to have placed the matter before the 
tax division head in Washington and 
explained that the law could not be 
strictly adhered to when tickets are 
filled by phone. Another stated 
that the orders for tickets so sold are 
stamped ‘with the price paid and 
sent to the boxoffice. Some of those 
fined claimed to have followed the 
same procedure, however, 


One .theory why the agencies 
were punished is alleged chiseling 
on tickets for the Louis-Conn fight. 
That was not brought out in court, 
the non-stamping charge alone be-| 
ing considered. | 


There is provision in the ticket | 
code (managers-Equity) which may | 
have prevented the brokers’ latest | 
involvement. It was designed to 
correct the apparent flaw in the tax 
law and calls for triplicates when | 
tickets are ordered by phone, one} 
copy to be retained by the boxoffice | 
for checking-up purposes by i 





code people or Government. Agen- 
cies declined to use fhe triplicate | 
system. 

Three more ticket brokers pleaded 
guilty to Government charges of fail- 
ure to fix prices on theatre tickets 
and were fined a total of $950 in 
federal court, N.Y., Monday (21). 
Judge Louie Strum fixed the fines. 

Brokers were Joseph Goldhart, 
doing business as the Joey Gold 
Theatre Ticket Service, Inc., $250; | 
Louis Cohn’s Theatre Ticket Office, | 
Inc., $500; and Michael Atlas and | 
Walter Friedman, as the Acme Thea- | 
tre Ticket Office, Inc., $200. | 


ABBOTT BLAMES H’WOOD. 
FOR ‘PAL JOEY’ CLOSING 


‘Pal Joey,’ one of the musicals ex- | 
pected to tour next season, will not | 
go to the road, according to the an- 
nouncement by its producer George | 
Abbott early this week. He blames | 


Hollywood, naming David Selznick | 


| 








Dressing Up ‘Hellz’ 


Road company of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
which is winding up in Chicago after 
another week, will be dolled up with 
new settings and costumes for the 
Coast showings of the Olsen and 
Johnson revue. Harry Kaufman has 
gone to Chi for the purpose of re- 
furbishing the show, which headed 
by Eddie Garr and Billy House, 
opens in Los Angeles Aug. 4. 

Show drew sensational business on 
the road before entering Chicago. 
Business in the latter stand, while 
profitable, was considerabiy under 
previous gross levels. 


Shuberts Add 3 More 
Broadway Theatres; 


2-Yr. Deal Starts Sept. 1 


The Shuberts have added three 
more theatres to their Broadway 
booking string, houses being the St. 
James, 44th Street and Forrest. First 
two named are owned by the Astor 
Estate and were operated by the late 
Boris Said. Deal, understood to call 
for the Shuberts guaranteeing the 
fixed charges and splitting the profits 
50-50, is for a two-year term start- 
ing Sept. 1. 

As they own the Shubert and 
Broadhurst, plus operating the Ma- 
jestic on percentage, the Shuberts 
will have every theatre on west 44th 
street, including the Bayes, an un- 
used roof spot, with the exception 
of the Little. Latter is owned by 
the New York Times. All the houses 
named are between Broadway and 
Eighth avenue. East of Broadway 
on the same street the Shuberts con- 
trol the Belasco and Hudson. 

Forrest has been in bank hands for 
some years. It last housed “Tobacco 
Road,’ which piled up the bulk of 
its record run there under a straight 
rental deal. 


REVIVAL OF ‘ICE’ 














A SURPRISE CLICK 


‘It Happens on Ice’ resumed for the 





second time at the Center, N. Y., 


Tuesday (15) last week and to the 
surprise of the front of the house 


the rink revue turned ’em away. 
Lowering of the ticket scale to $1.65 
from $2.75 is believed to be the main 
factor in the draw, which continued 
excellent through the balance of the 
week. Gross in seven times was 
$17,000, with indications that a high- 
er level will be reached this week. 
Highest figure possible at the new 
scale is around $26,000. When ‘Ice’ 
first opened it could get double that 
amount. 

Other factors in the surprising at- 
tendance for a show that went off 
twice before is its proximity to the 
Music Hall and Radio City, mecca of 
tourists. A tie-up with travel agencies 
is helping, too. 

Virtually all ticket sales except 
those by tourist agencies, are direct- 
ly at the b.o. Most popular in de- 


for engaging Gene Kelly, one of the | mand are tickets priced at $1.10, call 
leads, and claims that he does not|for 55c being second, while those at 


ARCH SELWYN MAPS 
LONDON WAR PLAY 


Arch Selwyn, inactive as a legit 
producer for several years, is plan- 


ning a comedy-drama based on Eng- 
land’s war plight for this coming 
season. Play is as yet untitled. 
Edmund Gwenn will head the cast. 
Max Gordon also has been mull- 
ing a London-under-fire drama. 


Saroyan Changes 
Mind, So ‘People 
Remaining Open 


Early last week William Saroyan 
ordered the ‘last week’ advertised 
for ‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum, 
N. Y., but by Wednesday (16) he 
changed his mind, so it is still play- 
ing. In fact, he changed it three 
times, liberally patronizing the com- 
munications systems from his re- 
treat near San Francisco. He re- 
scinded the offer to return the price 
of tickets to those who didn’t like 
the play and, virtually at the same 
time, accepted the players’ offer to 
take a salary cut. 

Idea of the cast getting reduced 
pay was abhorrent to Saroyan, but 
the actors asked him to listen to 
their side of it—they wanted the 
show to continue and wished to do 
their bit if necessary, so he relented. 
However, the cut didn’t apply last 
week after all, because the gross 
went to $4,000 and the slice is to ap- 
ply only if takings are less than that 
modest legit figure. Improvement in 
attendance was okay as to percent- 
age but not real sugar, though it en- 
couraged the staff to believe the 
show will continue through sum- 
mer. 

Kick-back to the customers at- 
tracted attention to ‘People’ and the 
second week of ‘money back and no 
questions asked’ had the boxoffice 
guessing if the whole house would 
not eventually ask for the refund, 
for one evening $50 was returned. 
Thereafter requests for the money 
back declined steadily. Thursday 
(17) only one 55c ticket was re- 
funded, that being the day when the 
show advertised that the stunt was 
over. Next night not a. solo kick- 
back was sought. No money was 
obtainable on tickets purchased that 
day, reverse side being stamped ‘No 
Refund, William Saroyan’ but it did 
apply on tickets that had been 
| bought in advance. It cost more 
money to advertise the refund than 
the actual amount of money re- 
funded, which amounted to $390, the 
average being $20 per performance 
for 17 performances. 

Around the front 
Saroyan stands aces. The show is 
still open and while the author- 
manager had them dizzy for a time, 
they keep on smiling at his stunts. 











of the house 





Harry Brown Quits Nixon, 





Demands By Scenic Union Hold Up 
Production of Broadway Shows 


Darst Quits St. L. Aud /new season are reported being held 





Some production contracts for the 
































: up because of demand by the scenie 
St. Louis, July 22. |. :tists union, while a related situa- 
James E. Darst last week resigned |ti,, has the costumers in a dither 
as manager of the $7,000,000 Munici- 
eid : artists insist that a costume adviser 
a eee Te teases ai engaged for every production, 
salary of $6,000 per year. whether a straight play or not. While 
not select Darst’s successor by Aug. members of the scenic union, it is 
1, Julius Karty, former manager of) costume workers, who do the 
the shuttered Shubert-Rialto (legit)|needle work, who have steamed up 
manager. Karty, at $4,000 per year, | alluded to as a rump union. 
idea of an adviser on clothes, espe- 
cially for straight plays. They see 
7. > . e ‘ . , 
no reason for an ‘adviser’ when onl 
Harris’ Will Gives Berlin aor ween only 
° people are insistant so far. Minimum 
Control of Music Box, 
F: ; une week at $75 pay. 
Negating Shuberts End Managers asked the logic of such 
a rule. They asked if such an ad- 
During the week the three stock- ‘a, ‘Tobacco Road’ and. received the 
N. Y., will meet for the purpose of img clothes.’ 
agreeing on the policy of theatre, Fey oe gre quene Assn., far a 
operated by the late Sam H. Harris. | eens ew ow lame 
It is believed the theatre will be |tumers claimed the increases sought 
previously, by the executors, Mrs. |Jump the cost 40% and would tend to 
Kathleen ‘China’ Harris, widow, Irv-|/imit the number of musical produc- 
ing Berlin and Dennis F. O’Brien. tions, therefore affecting employment 
of Harris have one-third each of the! Stated that the costumers have not 
the Shuberts posted their stock in ,four having gone through financial 
the Music Box with the Reconstruc- ; reorganization last fall. They sug- 
tion Finance Corp. several years |sested that the dispute with the 
when securing a loan, said to he up- mediation board but allege the union 
impair the voting power, however. ‘ 
Harris’ will stipulates that the ex- 
ecutors give Berlin the prior right | MYSTERY: HOW DID 
theatre for a fair value. They are | 
as Berlin may direct. That would 
indicate that Harris-Berlin control One of the current mysteries of 
of the property is to be continued, 
as stockholders. Chicago representative for the Shu- 
There is no definite estimate of |berts, went broke. Latest estimate 
the value of the Harris estate. It’s |of his liabilities is around $200,000, 
substantially well off, his estate will | ’ 
probably not be as large as expected pon ~~" a Ss, Last 
in some quarters. Despite the string vo : ridge Hamlin and John 
‘arrangements to book the Grand 
investments did not pan out so well. |”. ot e =n, 
- d Chi, which Gerson leased, and it is 
Known that he lost heavily in the | understood the house will be sup- 
Silver Rod chain drug stores, one 
near 46th street. Harris became in- gyre Office. ee 
terested in the venture through the | According to inside reports from 
advice of the Marx brothers. Re- |Chi, when Gerson took over the 
ested in two mines, one in California | $46,000 in back rent claimed to be 
and the other in Nevada. No clear |OWed the Hamlin estate by the 
idea of their value has been ob- |Shuberts, who had been operating 
California mine, operated by his ben ggeeelt ned Sr cae eer oe 
friend, D. Walter Haggerty, shows an | *" pete fu * be 
annual profit. Haggerty has favored jestate declined to consider leasing 
oe Latter are part of the UBO alon; 
= profits have been put to such with the Erlanger interests, but the 
Under the statutes, the widow has Grand is an important Loop spot in 


— , over wage increase demands. Scenic 
pal Auditorium, a post he held since 
If the Auditorium Commission does ,CoStume designers and ‘advisers’ are 
theatre here, will become acting|the costumer shop owners, It is 
is now assistant manager. Managers have been resisting the 
ordinary dressing is required. Scenic 
is the engagement of an adviser for 
|viser was necessary for a show such 
holder interests of the Music Box, bland reply, ‘there is an art in dirty- 
*|making progress on a new scale. Cos- 
continued, along the same lines as ‘and limitation on work hours would 
Berlin, the Shuberts and the estate of stagehands, musicians and others. 
Music Box. It became known that | fared any too well in recent seasons, 
ago, along with other collateral,| workers be adjusted by the state 
wards of $500,000. That does not |sidestepped that solution. 
to acquire his estate’s interest in the 9 
also instructed to vote Harris’ stock SAM GERSON G0 BROKE? 
with the Shuberts continuing mostly jew business is how Sam Gerson, 
belived that, while the showman was | but the disposition of only part of the 
of successes, in recent seasons his |>°reiber were in New York to make 
of which was located on Broadway plied with shows by the United 
vealed, too, that Harris was inter- Grand he assumed responsibility for 
} e ; 
tained so far. Understood that the |the house. Why the Hamlins ac- 
expanding the property and most of ithe Grand to the Shuberts again. 
|handling next season’s bookings. 


the right to accept one-half of the | .,.. - P 
assets or the residuary estate re- | Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which 











maining after the bequests are paid, 


ended its run at the Grand partly to 


Pitt, After 25 Years 


avoid further involvement when 


she having six months within which | Gerson became bankrupt was paid off 


care to present the show out of town 
sans the original cast. Also opined 
that the show’s chances with re- 
placements are too risky. 

Managers complaining about the | 
Coast making inroads on Broadway 
talent was formerly a_ general 
squawk, but in recent seasons it has 
rarely been heard due to the flow | 
of players back and forth. 

‘Joey’ is figured to terminate its 
run at the Barrymore, N. Y., early 
in September, since June Havoc and 
Jack Durant also have Hollywood 
assignments. Both, however, would 
be available for a ‘Joey’ tour, which 
was slated to start in October. 

In the early months ‘Joey’ aver- 
aged $22,000 weekly. It cost around 
$80,000 to produce, the investment 
having been earned back early in the 
spring. Business recently dropped 
to around $14,000. 





Selnick’s ‘Anna Christie’ 


San Francisco, July 22. 

David O. Selznick is listed as pro- 
ducer of ‘Anna Christie,’ set for two 
weeks at the Curran starting Aug. 4 
with Ingrid Bergman and J. Edward 
Bromberg as cast toppers. 

Company will break in at Santa 
Barbara. 





' 


| 


/nally played 22 weeks, going on for 


Meehan, Morris Will 


| Morris, who’ll star in the piece. 


| Stroud, of the vaudevillian twins. 


ae ee ee Pittsburgh, July 22. 
j th 
a month and then -relighting for 12 Harry of the 


weeks. Relighting places a flock of Nixon here since 1916, is leaving that 





Brown, manager 


people on the payroll, there being| post Sept. 1 to make room for Sam | 


104 on the stage,-a fairly large creW,| Nixon, owner of the house and also 
20 in the pit, besides boxoffice staff, 
ushers and managers. ; 

‘Ice’ will resume Sunday after-|located. Brown's the 
noons, having scratched Sunday/grandson of the late Samuel F. 
nights before shutting down. As the | Nixon, who built the local playhouse 
Beautiful People’ remained lighted | in 1903. 
after announcing to close, there are Brown 


successor is 


has been with the Nixon- 





also two Sunday night performances, | Erlanger firm for 36 years. He has 
ithe other being ‘Separate Rooms.’ jno plans for the future, but will 
probably remain in Pittsburgh, 


where a number of his sons are lo- 
cated. most of them in managerial 
capacities for Warner Bros. 





‘Sinclair Lewis Festival’ 


Shuffle Back to B’way 
Stony Creek, Conn., July 22. 


Hollywood, July 22. Ronald T. Hammond’s playhouse 
A pair of Broadwayites who de- | here will offer a two-week session 
serted the boards a dozen years ago | of ‘Sinclair Lewis Festival,’ starting 
for a fling at pictures will be back | with current appearance of novelist 
among the foots this fall. They are | in ‘My Dear Children.’ ; 
John Meehan, Sr., who will produce For second week (July 28) Lewis 
‘Friend for a Nickel,’ and Chester | will stage his own play, ‘Angela Is 
22. Shift in schedule necessitates 
Authors of the homecoming vehi- | switch of premiere of Richard Hep- 
cle are John Meehan, Jr., and Claude | burn’s ‘Love Like Wildfire’ from July 
'28 to Aug. 4. 








| the office building in which it is| 


to make the decision. 

Virtually decided that Gordon will 
produce the Kaufman-Edna Ferber 
play, which was to have been first 
|} on Harris’ production schedule next 
|} season. Gordon has moved his of- 
fices to the Lyceum, where Kauf- 
man and the Harris press office are 
| also quartered. .Kaufman is prepar- 
ing ‘Mr. Big,’ to be presented on his 
lown, though the show is the subject 
of legal proceedings filed by Lee 
Shubert. 
a producer, but has done the casting 
and direction of most of his shows. 








Equity Names Group 
On Basic Contract 


Committee to represent Equity in 
conferences with League of New 
York Theatres regarding terms for 





renewal of the present basic contract | 


|covering Broadway shows was ap- 
pointed yesterday (Tuesday) by the 
association’s council. It consists of 
Bert Lytell, Paul Turner, 
Brownstein, Walter Greaza, 
Dullzell and John Lorenz. 
League committee will be named 
within a few days and the confabs 
will probably start in a week or trwo. 


Paul 





Author is not essentially | 


Rebecca 


short on the final week. $2,000 in 
tickets sold in advance not being ac- 
counted for. Amount lost by the 
show was its share of that sum. Mon- 
day after ‘Arsenic’ closed, around 15 
attachments were placed against the 
theatre and contents. 


thera SN lg 
Ingrid Bergman For 
‘Christie’ Revival 


Ingrid Bergman will play the title 
/part in a revival of ‘Anna Christie’ 
at the Maplewood (N. J.) theatre the 
week of Sept. 1 and, if the show 
looks promising, for a subsequent 
tour. It is possible the drama will be 
among the fall presentations on 
Broadway. Last season started with 
several revivals from the summer 
show-shops and remained for goodly 
engagements. 

Cheryl Crawford, who will sponsor 
the strawhat and road dates, re- 
ceived Equity permission yesterday 
(Tuesday) for appearance of the 
'alien actress in Eugene O’Neill’s 


pewnema 
' 
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Bway Legit Steady: ‘Ice’ Good 
$17,000in Repeat; Father,’ 13446, Up ......., Za-w2.%, 





+ 


No further business declines were 
registered, while some shows again 
picked up. Generally better at- 
tendance is anticipated for balance 
of summer. There are 12 shows, two 
more than same week last July. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(28th week) (CD-938: $3.30). Sold 
out nearly all performances last 
week, with only Saturday matinee 
seeing empties: more than $16,000. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (23d week) (C-712; 
$3.30). Proving its class by playing 
to consistently profitable business; 
rated around $9,000 level and should 
extend into fall period. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(148th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). May 


stay until ‘Crazy House’ is ready and | 


that is two months or more away; 
estimated around $16,000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (second 
repeat engagement) (Ist week) (R- 
3.027: $1.65). Resumed last week and 
in seven performances gross close to 
$17,000; very good at reduced scale; 
getting visitor support. ' 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (88th 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Again im- 
proved and prediction of stay into 
next winter looks bright; quoted at 
nearly $13,500. ; 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (30th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Held _ its 
mid-summer form with takings 
around $9,500; good enough winner 
at the level for both house and show. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (30th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Around the $14,000 
level or slightly more. Figured to 
play into early September, but 
doubtful thereafter; won't tour. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (38th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Picked up 
about 10%, with the gross estimated 
at $22,000 or bit more; length of stay 
not indicated for present top-grosser. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (69th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30), Claim that 
stay would span second summer is 
proving correct; around $4,000, with 
some profit earned. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(12th week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Re- 
mained lighted after advertising to 
close last week; picked up to better 
$4,000, which gets it by. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (34th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Although 
considerably under winter and spring 
pace, run may hold over into new 
season; $9,000 approximated. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (16th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Best grosser 
among straight plays; drew $16,500, 
which is exceptional for drama at 
this time. 


HELLZ 14, IN 





LAST 2 CHI WKS. 





Chicago, July 22. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ will leave town 
Aug. 2, opening on the Coast a few 
days later. Currently at the Er- 
langer, the Olsen and Johnson legit 
unit will have completed 12 profit- 
able weeks in Chicago, five of which 
were in the big Auditorium. 

Shuberts begin operating the 
Studebaker seriously, now that they 
have lost out on the Grand Opera 
House, 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ with Phil Baker, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Erlanger (10th wk) 
(1,400; $3.30). Held to good enough 
$14,000 last week, but should climb 
sharply on final fortnight due to 
closing notices. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (Harris (22d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Pacing along 
nicely now and will stay on until 
September before hitting the road. 


and on July 29 bring in} 

















Strawhat Plays 


— Continued from page 58 
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spite much display of rippling biceps 
and harum-scarum_ charm. Wife 
marries amiable prof, but it doesn’t 
end there. Second act is laid in 
bridal suite of rural hostelry, to 
which newlyweds have hied, trailed 
bv bride’s four children, their dog 
and a colored maid. Of course, the 
frustrated Enoch blows in, armed in 
this version with not only a monkey- 
wrench, but with former wife’s only- 
too-willing sister. And of course 
the inn has a prissy landlady and an 
earthy houseboy. What ensues must 
ieonstitute the most prolonged and 
weirdly insensate run of off-color 
lines ever authored by a writer to 
|the family trade, and which includes 
,the placing of choice examples in 
the mouths of kids and a clergyman. 
| Margaret Hamilton and Grant Mills 
|garner the few genuine laughs in 
ithe piece as the landlady and the 
| houseboy, but these are on the stage 
| but briefly. Kenneth Casey, Robert 
| Lee, Joyce Van Patten and Patricia 
| Roe, who comprise the moppet divi- 
|sion, are dealt reams of quasi- 
{humorous backtalk as well as a 
_stuffed panda and a dog whose sex 
/is constantly being remarked upon. 
| Efforts of kids are embarrassing. 

Barbara Robbins and_ Russell 
| Hardie, as the central occupants of 
the bridal suite, and Owen Davis, 
Jr., who plays the returned hus- 
band, struggle seriously with their 
material without making perceptible 
headway, although Hardie towards 
the end does manage to build some- 
thing out of the nothing he has been 
issued. Flora Campbell, in thankless 
role of bride’s outshone sister, turns 
in standout performance. She is 
plenty attractive. 

Melville Burke's staging is weak. 

Don. 


MR. TIMPKINS 


New Milford, Conn., July 19. 
Fantasy in three acts, five scenes, by 
David Carroll. Directed by Hudson Faus- 
| sett; settings, Lloyd Hallock, Jr. Presented 
| by and at Theatre-in-the-Dale, New Mil- 
ford, Conn., July 16-19, ’41. 








| Timpkine...ccccccccvcecse Hudson Faussett 
Dl. 6 pte bak we tns ae hen ees William Robertson 
Mr. Claudius Grey......Edmond Le Comte 


Ber; GOATIROTE....cccecnctects Russell Conway 
Comet Man.......-ecceeseess- Richard Bowler 
5, SLT RTE TUTTE Cc. Otto Nelsen 
NN a te ced wa alee oe ee eh ees Gigli Gilpin 
Mr. Jonathon Barclay....William A. Hanft 
Miss Julia Winters........Jane Huntington 





REISS JGRNGOR. .ccccccccece Jeraldine Dvorak 
BOLO WEPOrt...iccccocscesecss Warren Arnett 
Mire. Bacigaluppl..ccecesess Mildred Blanke 

In this first of three tryouts 





skedded for ’41 at this brookside 
strawhat they have the germ of an 
idea, but whether that germ be- 
comes contagious from an audience 
angle depends on how the thing is 
handled from this point on. Pre- 
sented primarily on an experimental 
basis ,production fills the bill from 
that viewpoint in that it brings to 
light something a bit out of the ordi- 
nary. As straight entertainment, 
however, and partciularly summer 
entertainment, in its present state it 
leaves a wide gap to be plugged up. 

For stage consumption ‘Timpkins’ 
rates another try after doctoring has 
emphasized the better points more 
or less neglected in its strawhat bap- 
tism. Best act is second, with stanza 
one being on the lightweight side 
and stanza three overplayed. For 
pix, it’s essentially intelligentsia fare, 
being the imaginary metomorphosis 
of a man from a rut-dweller to a 
position of importance. 

Play is handled with a dream 
technique, although this fact is not 
|clearly apparent until the final cur- 
| tain. Presented with Saroyanish 
| tendencies, it offers sequences that 
seem to have little connection with 





Matinees continue on smash basis|each other and yet emerge in the 


and aid plenty in corralling $9,000. 





| development of the play as parts of 
the generai pattern. A factor to be 
considered in regard to its possible 


ELLINGTON REVUE 9 500 popular appeal is the almost con- 
’ stant concentration required to fol- 


IN L. A; ‘TREE’ GOOD 96 





Los Angeles, July 22. 


|low the unraveling of its story. 

| Plot shows Timpkins, a milque- 
| toast bank clerk, being hounded by 
| Ego, his inner self, to sidestep the 


| traces, make off with the bank’s 


Two legits in town are clicking} funds and enjoy the life of freedom 


strongly, . with Duke 


Ellington’s | he has always yearned for. 


Circum- 


‘Jump for Joy’ at the Mayan turning} stances prevent his actual pilferin 
in hefty $12,000 on the first and} of the money, but a brief Breen he og 
heading for $9,500 on, the current) in which he realizes that the bank’s 


week. Ellington’s personal 


draw| continued existence practically 


and large Negro colony here are| pivots around him, gives Timpkins 
largely responsible for the unex-!a flash of importance and a mo- 


pected spurt. 


Billie Burke in ‘The Vinegar Tree’ | turning. 


is maintaining a fast pace at the El 


Capitan, with robust $9,000 in sight|of it all an 


|mentary experience of the worm’s 
| tur Play’s curtain, however, 
‘brings out the make-believe angle 
d Timpkins’ awakening 


for the fifth after excellent $10,000| from his dream returns him to his 


last week. 
to run two more weeks, after which 
Miss Burke goes into the cast of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ at 
Warners, 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ with Ethel 
Waters, relit the Biltmore last night 
ho al for a two-week engage- 

nt. 


‘Vinegar Tree’ is slated, milquetoast status. 


| _Hudson Faussett doubles as actor- 
director, his version of Timpkins 
being okay; Richard Bowler tops 
support as a screwy bank president 
who goes around selling comets. 
Other competent jobs are turned in 
by Edmond Le Comte, over-conscious 
bank teller; Willis»~ Robertson, the 


FAMILY HONEYMOON 


TOO MANY GIRLS’ GETS 
OKAY BIZ IN L’VILLE 





Louisville July 22. 


six-week series of summer shows at 


Iroquois Amphitheatre being offered 


by the Shuberts, finished a success- 
ful week Saturday (19). Couple 


|shows were threatened by rain, and 


Friday’s (18) performance was de- 
layed for almost an hour until a 
heavy downpour ended, but no per- 
formance was cancelled. 

Prominent in the cast of princi- 
pals were Dorothy and Carol Stone, 
Charles Collins, Jack Good, Fred 
Lightner, Nina Olivettem and 
Florenz Ames. 

Meeting with favorable public re- 

action is the dancing session held on 
the stage of the Amphitheatre after 
the show on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Robert Hutsell’s orch, which 
plays the shows from the pit (WHAS 
staff crew), plays for the dancing, 
which is complimentary to the show 
patrons. 
‘Irene’ opened yesterday (Mon- 
day) witha cast headed by Carol 
Stone, Jack Good, Jack Whiting, 
Jack Shechan, Fred Lightner, Ethel 
Barrymore Colt, Nina Olivette, 
Florenz Ames, Franklyn Fox and 
Nora Williams. 


RECORD 476 FOR 
TRENE IN ST. L. 


—--———— 


St. Louis, July 22. 

New attendance records, both for 
a single performance and for a full 
week, were hung up here at Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn’s al fresco thea- 
tre during the seven-night engage- 
ment of ‘Irene,’ which ended Sunday 
(20) with an approximate gross of 
$47,000. On last night 11,107 payees 
registered a new high, total for the 
run being 73,361, busted the previous 
banner of 72,364, set in 1938 during 
a one-week stand of ‘Roberta.’ SRO 
sign was out for every performance, 
with hundreds turned away on five 
of the seven nights. 

Bob Lawrence, baritone click here 
in ‘The Three Musketeers’ two weeks 
ago, and Caroline Segrera, Cuban 
songbird making local bow, scored 
heavily in the Romberg-Harbach 
musical, ‘Nina Rose,’ which opened a 





theatre last night (Monday). De- 
spite hot weather, an opening-night 
mob that grossed an estimated $4,000 
turned out. Musical was presented 
here in 1930, 193i and 1932. 

Another newcomer who socked 
over was Ted Gary, warbling and 
hoofing comedian from Broadway. 
Standouts in support are Joseph 
Macaulay, William O’Neal, Charles 
Williams, Maryom Dale, _ Ethel 
Taylor, Jack Donohue, Ruth Urban 
and Frederic Persson. Terping rou- 
tines of Mahoney and Mara, also new 
here, won the mob. 


‘Belinda’ $6,200 in A, C, 


Atlantic City, July 22. 

‘Johnny Belinda’ grossed estimated 
$6,200 at Garden Pier theatre for 
week ending Sunday (20). 

Phil Baker in ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
opens six-day engagement tonight 
(Tuesday ). ube Bernstein, man- 
ager of Garden Pier, announced 
heavy advanc® ticket sale for the first 
time this season. 


Joe Brown 8G in S.F. 


San Francisco, July 22. 

Joe E. Brown’s personal click in 
‘The Show Off’ held the pace to 
estimated brisk $7,900 in its second 
week at the Alcazar here. 

Present indications are that the 
Duffy production will ride five 
weeks. 











inner self; 
clerk. 
Carroll’s writing is intelligent for 
the most part and in spots meaty. 
Bank interior and cocktail bar set- 
tings are adequate, though bud¢get- 
conscious. Bone. 


Russell Conway, bank 


CURTAIN GOING UP 


Dennis, Mass., July 21. 
Comedy by Ivor Novello. Stars Constance 
Collier, Violet Heming, Gloria Stuart. 
Staged by Arthur Sircom, settings by Eu- 
gene Fitsch. Presented by Richard Ald- 
rich, at Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
July 21, 41; $3.30 top. 






Donna Lovelace........... Constance Collier 
Lady May Sambrook...., »-.- Violet Heming 
MUSEU: «no cha b 0660040046000 Ethel Morrison 
STG DOPOSIG. 6.0 060.060%000843 Philip Huston 
Pi ee ” ere Jinx Falkenburg 
Owen Sands....ccoe eccceees+Melchor Ferrer 
Julian Harley....ceccs $8266%% Loring Smith 
en SO: 5 ci be ccasetencal Alexander Clark 
Fee. WORDEN s 6 6 5:050-04)0000%445 Gloria Stuart 
ee ere eee--Edwin Gordon 
Lucy Foyle-Aberthaw........ Ivy Troutman 
Pe Ors 6's 65.0548 48 ° .. William Stanton 
Inga Angers........ e --Murial Williams 
CEs HM s os nets be 06%adaa050 Francis Russell 
Roderick Elm6....cccesceces Charles Bryant 
ei RT ery Roland Hogue 





‘Curtain Going Up,’ (called ‘Come- 
dienne’ in England), by Ivor Novel- 
(Continued on page 63) 











Literati 








N. ¥. Post on the Upbeat 

For the second month in a row, 
the New York Post during June was 
the heaviest gainer in advertising 
lineage of all New York papers. 
Sheet showed a 72,000-line upbeat 
over June of 1940, after registering 
a tilt of better than 49,000 lines in 
May. Figures are from Media Rec- 
ords. 

Times and News were the town’s 
heaviest droppers of ads, while the 
two Hearst papers, the Mirror and 
Journal-American, continued on 
their way upward. News, however, 
by far carried most advertising, 
sporting triple that of its tab com- 
petish, the Mirror. 

Times was down 26,000 lines, Her- 
ald Trib up 4,600, News down 19,- 
000, Mirror up 42,000, Journal-Amer- 
ican up 31,000, Post up 72,000, Sun 
up 15,000, World Telly down 2,000. 
All Sunday papers gained but the 
J-A, which took a small loss. 

Total daily advertising for the city 
was up 117,816 lines and Sunday up 
60,431, 





Emile Gauvreau Book Due 

Emile Gauvreau, editor of the de- 
funct N.Y. Graphic (Bernarr Mac- 
fadden) and later the N. Y. Mirror, 
tells all in his new book, soon due, 
titled ‘My Last Million Readers.’ 
Dutton will publish in late August. 

Gauvreau has been working on it 
for a solid year at his Bucks county 
farm, having left the Philadelphia 
Inquirer to devote himself to it. He 
corrected the last proofsheet last 
week, staying on his farm all that 
time. 

Newspapermen who have visited 
Gauvreau have seen advance chap- 
ters. Its general emphasis is on a 
glamorous era of high pressure 
journalism. A chapter on Brisbane, 
whom he calls ‘the Great Illusionist,’ 
is a highlight; also some inside stuff 
on Winchell (with whom he has been 
feuding ever since). 





Winchell’s Navy Whirl 
For some reason, according to Joe 





one-week stand at the Forest Park | 


| Connolly, many of the Hearst editors 
land papers taking Walter Winchell’s 
|column, think he’s resigning Aug. 1 
| to join the Navy. Lieut.-Commander 
| Winchell, U.S.N.R., is merely going 
|in for regulation training during his 
| annual month-of-August vacation, 
| when he goes off the air (W. L. 
|Shirer and John Gunther substi- 
tuting) and also drops his column. 
Winchell resumes both Sept. 1. 


the Mirror, is currently soliciting 
names to do guest column for Win- 
chell, but none of it wiil appear in 
the N. Y. key outlet. 

Incidentally, Connolly has been 
designated by the Hearst organiza- 
tion to handle and negotiate a new 
agreement with the columnist when 
the present one expires. 





Urge Reading of Miller Book 

Unusual ad signed by seven w.k. 
American appeared in yesterday’s 
(Tuesday) papers urging ‘our fel- 
low-citizens’ to read ‘You Can’t Do 
Business With Hitler,’ recently pub- 
lished book by Douglas Miller, for- 
mer American commercial attache 
in Berlin. Strange part of the copy 
was that it was stated to have been 
placed without the knowledge or 
consent of the author or publishers 
and ‘whose author we do not even 
know.’ 

It was signed by Raymond Clap- 
per, John Kieran, Albert D. Lasker, 
Mrs. Dwight W. Morrow, Carl Van 
Doren, Matthew Woll and Wendell 
L. Willkie. Book, published by Lit- 
tle, Brown, sells for $1.50. 





Fischer’s ‘10 Crucial Weeks’ 

Louis Fischer, author of the cur- 
rent best-seller, ‘Men and Politics,’ 
clippered to Lisbon Saturday (19), to 
make a first-hand study of the war 
during what he terr-s the ‘10 crucial 
weeks,’ as he believes that unless 
Germany wins by October she will 
never be able to win the world war 
II. Fischer flys from Lisbon to Eng- 
land and will correspond on war de- 
velopments for American publica- 
tions, 

His book, ‘Men and Politics’ (Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce), deals with per- 
sonalities and events since world 
war I, 





Patterson Succeeds Block 

Grove Patterson, editor of the 
Toledo ‘Blade,’ has been elected 
president of the Toledo Blade Co., 
succeeding the late Paul Block. He 
will have the title of president and 
editor. Paul Block, Jr., has been 
named assistant editor. : 

Other officers of the Blade Co. are 
F. E. Cottrell, vice-president and 





Hinson Stiles, managing editor ofj|- 


treasurer; S. C. Speer, vice-president 
and general manager; F. S. Newell, 
vice-president and business r¥anager; 
William Block, assistant general 
manager, and Daniel Nicoll, associ- 
ate publisher. 





Reluctant Collaboration 

Only second to Willie Bioff as a 
favorite point of attack by West- 
brook Pegler in his column is Mrs. 
Roosevelt. Which made it all the 
funnier on Monday (21) when the 
N. Y. World-Telegram makeup man 
made them appear to be collabora- 
tors under Pegler’s by-line. Last two 
paragraphs of Pegler’s pillar actual- 
ly belonged under ‘My Day.’ Result 
read like this: 

‘. .. For Ickes to say that he was 
unaware of any issue of Communism 
in the Newspaper Guild and_ the 
Lawyers’ Guild . .. is to low-rate 
his own intelligence, which is not 
as low as that, and the intelligence 
of those who are asked to believe 
him, which is not that feeble, either. 

‘All of our guests were gone by 
4:30, but since I was expecting my 
cousin, Mrs. Hall Rathbone, and her 
two sons, I put off going in for my 
second swim until her arrival. . 
We had quite a large picnic lunch 
today. . .’ 





Dixie Tighe Off Post 

Dixie Tighe, feature writer for the 
New York Post, leaves the paper 
Friday (25). Newspaper Guild’s 
grievance committee at the Post is 
putting up a battle against Miss 
Tighe’s dismissal, which the man- 
agement claims is for reasons of 
economy. 

Writer is wife of C. V. R. Thomp- 
son, author of ‘I Lost My English 
Accent’ and New York correspondent 
for a London daily. 





Press Agent’s Wail 

‘Poor Man’s Garbo’ (Margie Hart) 
piece in last week’s Collier’s has 
aroused the stripper’s ex-press agent, 
Eddie Jaffe, to indignation over the 
‘inhumanity’ of mag writers to p.a.g, 
After furnishing his files to writer 
Ted Shane and spending hours as- 
sisting him with material, Jaffe is 
mentioned as an anonymous p.a. 

He is accused of being run out of 
Boston, insulting a bishop and other 
misdemeanors. To add injury to in- 
sult, however, Jaffe claims his files 
were never returned. 





Lee Mortimer as Mag Ed 

Lee Mortimer, New York Mirror 
film critic is editor of a new ‘cheese- 
cake’ mag which hits the stands on 
Aug. 1. Labeled Beauty Parade, it 
top-bills drawings by Earl Moran, 
the calendar artist. It will sell for 
a quarter. Cover is in color and 
there will be four-color full-length 
insert by Moran. 

Book is being published by friends 
of Moran in the mag field, reportedly 
including Bob Harrison of Quigley 
(motion picture) Publications. 





E. J. Kahn’s Book on the Army 

E .J. (Jack) Kahn, Jr., New Yorker 
writer who was recently drafted, has 
done a humorous book on the life 
of a recruit which Simon & Schus- 
ter will publish. 

Containing several pieces done for 
the New Yorker, volume hasn't been 
titled yet. 





LITERATI OBITS 

John F,. McLure, 61, president, 
treasurer and a director of the Gage 
Publishing Co., New York, which is- 
ues business publications, died July 
14 in an East Orange, N.Y., hospital. 

George Sibley Johns, 83, editor 
emeritus of the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch, died July 16 after a long ill- 
ness. 

Charlotte Sumner MecVicar, widow 
of Julius McVicar, musical comedy 
actor, died July 17 in a New Ro- 
chelle hospital. 

Willis O’Brien, 44, feature writer 
on the San Francisco Chronicle, suc- 
cumbed to heart attack at Lake Ta- 
hoe, July 13. 

Kenneth Lord, 61, former city edi- 
tor of The New York Sun, who later 
became an executive of the New 
York Telephone Co., died at his 
Garden City, L. I, home, July 15. 
He was the son of the late Chester 
Lord, for years managing editor of 
The Sun. 

Dr. Louis L. Syman, 70, first city 
editor of the Springfield (O.) Sun, 
died July 18. 

Mildred A. Evans Branham, 49, 
musician and newspaper writer, died 
July 18 in Los Angeles after a long 
illness. 





George S. Johns, 85, editor emeritus 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Broadway 





‘Buck’ Crouse on two-week visit 
to Banff. ; doe 
Agent Monica McCall vacationing 





in South Dakota. 
Herman Shumlin back from Maine 
fishing trip in his new cruiser. 
Herman Citron evidently much on 
the mend from recent illness. 
Charles J. Freeman  scrammed 
back to Dallas yesterday (Tuesday). 
Arch McGovern, former agent for 
Cohan & Harris shows, lost his wife. 
Chub Munster again company 
manager of ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Cen- 
er. 
, Warren O'Hara has bought house 
on the Shrewsbury, near Red Bank, 
J 


being run serially over COCO and 
CMCK every p.m. at four. 


‘Gone with the Wind’ (M-G) 


awarded prize by the local critics’ 
federation as outstanding picture of 
the year. 


Sabates, Havana's other soap com- 


|'pany, has entered the field as radio 
| rival 


to Crucellas (Colgate-Palm- 


| olive-Peet), part owner of CMQ. 








| 


‘Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby, in! 


from the Coast, bragging they aren't 
on crutches—yet. 

Florence Fineman, of RKO press 
department, marrying Nate Cookler, 
a CPA, next month. 

Bosley Crowther, NYTimes 
crick, has his left arm in a 
result of a tennis collision. 

John Farmer, of the RKO exec 
staff, back from Michigan following 
death of his father-in-law. 

Sam Nixon - Nirdlinger leaves 
Manhattan this fall to manage the 
Nixon, his Pittsburgh legiter, 


film 
sling, 


Bill Raynor, Jr., Coast press chief | 


for Producers Releasing Corp., in 
town for a couple weeks’ visit. 

Both Billy Rose and Nicky Blair 
commuting from their summer 
shacks on the South Jersey shore. 

Vincent Sardi, pere et fils, both 
got new cars last week; Senior a 
Cadillac, Junior a Buick convertible. 

Hal Horne, former Disney v.p. and 
eastern rep, planed to the Coast Fri- 
day (18) for huddles on a new affili- 
ation. 

Julie Dorr at her desk at the 
Shumlin office again after marriage 
to William Clayburgh, son of Mme. 
Alma. ; 

Max Scheck, former musical com- 
edy stager, producing revues, fashion 
shows and pageants for amateur 
groups. 


Joe Cook, Jr. (Jo-Jo), 








in Army) nix mag for the duration. 


Sabates has signed with RHC. 
The Matamoros Trio, who've ap- 
peared daily with 


ly at 9:30 in conjunction with Olga 
Coehlo, the Brazilian singer: Alfredo 
Brito’s orch and Aquilino, saxo- 
phonist. 

The Havana Rotary Club awarded 
a cup to Paramount for its ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ with Bob Hope. Prize was 
sent to the Los Angeles Rotary and 
there awarded to Y. Frank Freeman. 
Tribute breaks jinx of local Latin 
complaints against Hollywood bung- 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








N. P. Pery lookseeing Melbourne 
for Columbia. 


Twenty-three members of the M-G 
staff here have joined the colors. 


Federal government certain to add 
amusement tax to pic biz as wartime 
revenue-getter. 

Fred Tupper making a bid with 
local vaude at King’s, Melbourne, in 
opposition to Tivoli. 


Paul Jacklin, who handled major 
stage shows for the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission in Mel- 
bourne, has enlisted for service over- 
seas. 

The Four Skating Blondes have 
arrived here for a run around the 
Tivoli loop. Other U. S. acts dated 
include Marie Hollis, Gilbert and 
Howe, and Niobe. 

Federal government has decided 
not to suspend publication of the 
A.B.C. Weekly, radio fan mag, after 
a prior decision had been given to 
It’s said 


Corps quartered at Elgin Field, in| that over a span of 19 months, mag 


hospital at Valparaiso, Fla., 


broken shoulder. 


with} has been in red to tune of $360,000. 


Leslie Dare, nabe filmery operator, 


Mrs. Evelyn Hammitt named as-! has withdrawn his complaint under 
sistant to story editor Leda Bauer at, the Monopolies Act alleging that dis- 


Columbia, succeeding Loretta Mac- 
key, recently resigned. 

WB story head Jake Wilk ‘pro- 
filed’ in the current Liberty 
Frederick James Smith as 
wood's Tomorrow Man.’ 

Jack Norworth is 


| bane ( 
| tributors would not supply him with | 


| 
| 


by | 
‘Holly- | 


operating his | 


miniature collection as a concession | 


on the Conev Island boardwalk— | 


passes by Joe Laurie, Jr. 

Ed Fadiman, film importer 
brother of Clifton and Bill, 
taken over Heywood Broun 
at Stamford for summer. 


has 


estate | 


William F. Floto, United Booking | 


Office franchise-holder in Wichita, 
in town during the past week look- 
ing over the Broadway shows. 

Herman Bernstein subbing this 
week for Carl Fisher as g.m. of 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ Fisher 
touring New England strawhats. 

Anna Wolcott Colvin, writer and 
publicity director, filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy in the N. Y. 
federal court, listing no assets and 
liabilities of $3,053. 

Bert Bloch, 20th-Fox’s new east- 
ern story chief, back at his desk 
Monday (21) after huddles at the 
studio and look-in on company’s 
sales convensh last week. 

Teddy Carr, United Artists’ joint 
managing director in England, guest 
of honor at lunch tossed by UA top- 
per Arthur Kelly,Friday (18). All 





company execs and eastern reps at- | 


tended. 
Republic has moved its home office 


to the building next door at 1690 
Broadway, occupying the two top 
floors. Swanky looking layout in- 


cludes a new air-conditioned projec- 
tion room. 

Chelle Janis, who was 
woman theatre manager for Loew’s, 
now managing director of the first 

S. Government-approved school 


for aviation ground instruction on 
West 57th street. 

Yvonne Chevalier, singer, suc- 
ceeds Milton Douglas at the Savoy- 
Plaza mid-August, latter having 
opened this week, and then Hilde- 
garde returns to the Cafe Lounge 


for the nth time. 

Ted Goldsmith, Dick Maney’s as- 
sistant drumbeater. forced to post- 
pone his Tupper Lake, N. Y., vacash 
from Friday (18) to Monday 
because draft board erred and called 
him up for physical exam. He's 
over 28. 





Havana 


By Fred Whitney 





Amelita Vargas to Mexico City on 
night club contract. 


product. Withdrawal came about 
because attorney for Dare regarded 
the Monopolies Act as ‘pitifully in- 
adequate.’ 


Supreme court jury, Sydney, has | 
awarded Tom O’Brien, indie theatre | 


man, $26,000 damages against Stuart 
F. Doyle, Theo Dawson and Bligh 
treet Holdings Pty., Ltd. O’Brien, 


and| who claimed he was entitled to pos- 


session of the Savoy theatres in Syd- 
ney and Melbourne on a prior agree- 
ment, alleged that Doyle and Daw- 
son had ‘unlawfully and maliciously 
combined and conspired together to 
injure him personally and in busi- 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Muriel Campbell, the actress, visit- 
ing in New Hope. 

Walter Craig. WMCA executive. 
dairy-farming near Doylestown. 

Clifford Odets in to catch ‘Golden 





Boy’ at Playhouse. Ditto Lee Stras- 
berg. 
Phil Cohen, CBS producer, and 


Faire Binney both looking for local 
homes. 

Theron Bamberger and Phyllis 
Perlman (Mrs. Bamberger) rented 
farm in Solebury, Pa., last week. 

Hume Cronyn off to Newport to 
appear in ‘Male Animal.’ 


' Mort Stevens to Westport next week 


for ‘Liliom.’ 


Paul Whiteman, opening at Earle, | 


| Philly, this week, commuting to his 


| 


the first | 


| agency 


Stockton farm. Local gang trooping 
down to welcome him Thursdav. 
Bob Crooker. Campbell - Ewald 
exec, off Mondav 
office in Detroit. Has chicken farm 
here, which he visits one 


| year. 


| which is 


Nat Burns’ Yardley. Pa.. theatre 
has antique hearse on front lawn 
painted in gav colors for hot dog 
stand. Tonv Sarg has built deluxe 
soda stand for New Hone Plavhouse 

Josephine Herbst scribbling pieces 
for the mags at her Erwinna shack 
Her last novel ‘Satan's Sergeant.’ 
about Bucks County vil- 


|\lagers and bucolic city folk, a local 


(21) | 


Oscar Lombardo, Cuban baritone, | 


has returned from a South American 
tour. 


Co., here for three days on inspec- 
tion. 

‘Primer Amor,’ new song. by 
Gabriel Ruiz, has been adopted by 
Southern. 

Alfredo Brito, composer and or- 
chestra leader here, has left Tropi- 
cana nitery. 

Havana PM folded again after 
three weeks’ operation under new 
management. 


Emile Zola’s ‘Human Beast’ is 


best seller. 

Anne Kaufman, George and Bea- 
trice’s daughter, breaking into the 
business the hard way. as prop girl 
at New Hope strawhatter. Daugh- 
ter of D. M. Freudenthal, Bloomiing- 
dale’s v.p., doing costumes at same 
theatre. 

Harry Bannister’s al fresco eatery 
and combination silent meller pic 


emporium near Stewartsville, N. J. | follow ‘El Camino del Tabacco’ (‘To- | 


where you can eat your steaks and 
view the hams. is packing them in. 
Originally planned to operate only 


| two days, now running six per week. 
Stephan Levitz, of Robbins Music ' ) 
| Harris’ stage manager, directing his 


William McFadden, the late Sam 


bosses. Moss Hart and George Kauf- 
man, in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner, 


|opening Monday (28) at Playhouse 





here. Edith Atwater. who went to 
schoo] in New Hope, reneating orig- 
inal Broadway role. ; 
co-starrine in same bill. stopning 
local traffic. Edith King in from 
Cohasset to remain for rest of sea- 
son. Starring Aug. 4 in ‘Primrose 
Path.’ 


Competidora | 
Cigarets at 3 p.m., now appear night- 


Ditto | 


for home | 


month a 


Herpo Marx. 


Atlantic City 


| By Mildred Carter 





‘Rochester’ Eddie Anderson signed 
|for Aug. 2 and 3 at Steel Pier. 
| Gateway Casino at Somers Point 
|} opened last week with Jack Miller’s 
| orch. 
| Cross and Dunm heading new show 
at 500 Club, coming from Ben Mar- 
,den’s Riviera. 

Outdoor concerts of famous or- 
|}chestra recordings will be given 
| Sunday nights at Ventnor Pier. 

; George D. Tyson, of Pittsburgh, 
|arrived here for summer to direct 
| ‘Miss America’ Beauty Pageant. 

Phil Baker guest star on Lois 
| Miller's Community Sing program 
| Saturday (19) night on Heinz Pier. 
| Surf Room of Ambassador hotel 
|opened Saturday (19) with Johnny 
Pick’s 
dancing. 

John Lewis, son of Mortimer Lewis 
(Wielland-Lewis theatre chain) has 
left the company to open public ac- 
countant office. 

The Elephant, building in shape 
of huge elephant and a landmark on 
island for many years, reopened Fri- 
day (18) as nitery. 

Harold Baggs, for years publicity 
director and convention manager of 
Ambassador hotel, switched to simi- 
lar position at Traymore. 

Simone Simon and Phillips Holmes 
guested at Irvin Wolf’s ‘Guest Star 
Night’ at Ship Deck of Breakers 
hotel Saturday (19) night. 

Georgie Woods and Ed Wynn 
visiting friends in resort for few 
days. Former staying at Ritz-Carl- 


orch playing for supper 


Mrs. Minnie Leopold. 

Marty Magee’s Royal Guardsmen 
playing in Mayfair Room of Hotel 
Claridge for sixth year. Roy Com- 
fort’s concert orch returned for 10th 
season. Helen Everett vocals. 

Dick Bergsets, former manager of 
Ventnor theatre (Wielland-Lewis), 
who has been ill at Will Rogers 
Sanatorium, Saranac, has_ been 
joined as neighbor by his wife, Lil- 
lian ,who lives near the hospital. 

Tommy Dorsey played Saturday 
and Sunday (18, 20) in Steel Pier 
ballroom, followed by Bunny Beri- 
gan, who opened Monday (21). Goes 
to Friday (25). McFarland Twins 
ended week’s engagement Friday 
18). 
| Ina Ray Hutton played Sunday 
| (20) at Hamid’s Pier and returned 
| to play today (Wednesday) to Satur- 
day (26). Lou Breese’s orch there 
Monday and Tuesday (21 and 22). 
| Henry Youngman and Patricia Ellis 
head vaude bill for week beginning 
Sunday (27). 








Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 








(‘Simple Millionairess’) with Nini 
Marshall. 

D. Joaquin TLautaret, theatre- 
owner, to Brazil on biz, feted at 
luncheon. 

Comic company of Pablo Suero 


ended Metropolitan run. 
verts to pix. 


Moglia Barth’s next for Sono Film 
to be Giocochea and Cordone’s 
Boina Blanea.’ . 

San Miguel Studio’s ‘Catamarca,’ 
done by Catrano Catraini’s, to preem 
at Opera benefit. 

Lumiton started grinding on ‘Per- 
sona Honrada se Necesita’ (‘Honest 
Person Needed’). 

Sidney Horan, director general of 
| 20th-Fox in Argentina, Panaired to 
the States on first trip in years. 

Jose Bohr temporarily suspended 
plans for films at Studios Rio de la 
Plata. May have to go to Mexico. 

Luis Arata company passed 50th 
showing mark with ‘Yo La Vi Guin- 
arte El Ojo’ (I Saw Her Wink at 

You:). 
| Sono 


started shooting of ‘El Her- 
mano Jose’ (‘Brother Joe’) with 
comic Pepe Arias. Antonio Mom- 
plet megging. 

Mirta and Silvia Legrand to co- 
star in Luis Cesar Amadori's next 
for Sono Film. Francisco Alvarez 
will have the lead. 

Asociacion de Productores’ de 
Peliculas ‘Association of Picture 
Producers) seeking reductions in 
tariffs on material needed for 
| film making. 

Believing they’ve been overlook- 
ing a good bet, number of Argentine 
pic studios have begun production 
of short subjects, many with 
backgrounds. 
| Samuel Eichelbaum, last year’s na- 
‘tional prize winner, opened ‘Ver- 
guenza de Querer’ (‘Ashamed to 
| Love’) at the Carconi. Crix called 
| it interesting, but not one of his best. 

‘Infiltration,’ sub-titled, ‘Quinta 
Columnia’ (‘Fifth Column’), will 


y , 
10Cal 


| bacco Road’) at the Comedia when 
| Jatter closes on yet unset date. 

Company of Josefina Munoz and 
| Jose Ramirez won ‘longest title 
| honors’ with a film original by An- 
tonio Botta and Vicente Cassano, ‘No 
| Comia. No Dormia, y El Amor La 
| Consuma (‘She Couldn't Sleep, She 
|Couldn’t Eat and Love Consumed 
Her’). 

Somerset Maugham’s ‘Constant 
Wife’ given Spanish preem by com- 
pany of Mecha Ortiz at the Smart. 
| Titled, ‘Y Eso Es Portarse Bien’ (‘Is 
This to Behave Yourself’), transla- 
ition of Edmundo Bianchi and Jose 





ton and Wynn at home of his mother, | 


House re- 


‘La | 


local | 


Blaya Lozano has been well re- 
ceived. Last done here in Italian 
in ’31. 


Pampa announced Ali Salem De 
| Baraja’s newest will co-star Mario 
|Ramon de Flores. Cast will include 
|Fanny Navarro, Marino Sere, Al- 
'fredo Pissano, Cayetano’  Biondo, 
| Mique Coiro, R. Garay, Pedro Mara- 
j}tea, Eloy Alvarez, Isabe) Figlioli. 
| Chela Cordero, Claudio Martino and 
Judith Sulian. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 








Tom Hamilton, N. Y. Times, 
wife and child off at Vigo. 
| Now obligatory for cafes and bars 
, to pose prices. Fines for violators. 
|} ‘Son of the Sheik,” with Rudolph 
| Valentino, revived at the Avenida. 


saw 


Louis Foltz, AP, off to Lisbon to | 


| pick up in from 

| States. 

| Stage and screen actor Rafael Ar- 

‘eos died at Uneda, where he was 

| touring in musical comedy. 

‘Yola,’ new Spanish musical, 

ing over big, with two snappy num- 

| bers the rage all over Spain. 


wife and child, 


| Ritz again giving outdoor dinner 
| dances, with scores dancing on side- 
walk without paying fancy food 
prices. 


| Austrian cameraman, Bill Steiner, | 
| who was recently given the air by | 


Fox Movietone after many years | 
service, dickering for production 
| berth. 


| French pict, ‘Empreinte de Dieu’ 


' (‘Imprint of the Gods’), finished just | 


before Germans came into Paris by 
| Leon Moguy, soon to be released in 
Madrid under title ‘Huella de Dios.’ 
William Krieger, code clerk at the 
U. S. Embassy, was to make his pro 
stage debut as a flamenco dancer at 
the Espanol under name of Guil- 
lermo la Blanca on June 27 in Span- 
ish Red Cross Charity show. Show 


authorities as Red Cross is now on 
black list. (It was second charity 
event called off for Red Cross with- 
in four days). 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 








Babe Ruth a visitor. 

Carl Lorch orch hereabouts. 

Barney Rapp orch at Dorney’s. 

Ken Ritter at Devonshire Pines, 
Mt. Pocono. 


Horton, the Magician, 
| Haven, Mt. Pocono. 


| Billy Diehl’s band now playing at 
were Gap View Inn. 


Len Matzen and his Continentals 
alt the Penn-Stroud hotel. 


Fulton’s Marionettes 





| at Pocono 





anor. 
| Earle Mayo’s New York Players 
offered ‘Apron Strings’ at Dorney’s 
| auditorium. 
| ‘Hello Spring’ current with Karl 
|Emerson Wilkiams Players at Luth- 
|erland Casino, Pocono Pines. 

Eric Greenwood’s music _ suc- 
'ceeded Billy Diehl’s band at Wilmer 
Vogt’s Tavern, Mountainhome. 


| Lake Pavilion, Saylorsburg, tonight 


(23). Al 
day (26). 

Buck Hill Players inaugurated 
season with Turner Bullock's *Lady 
|of Letters’ at The Inn, Buck Hill 
Falls. Cornelia Stabler Gillam di- 
rected. 


| Virginia Dale featured with vet- 
eran retired actor Bernard Fairfax in 


‘Meet the Wife,’ a Shawnee Players | 


presentation at the Worthington 


theatre, Shawnee-on-Delaware, Fair- 
fax also directed. 

| Fred Waring presented Donna 
Dae, The Four Squires, and Two 


Bees and a Honey from his Penn- 
sylvanians for a British War Relief 
Society benefit at Buckwood Inn, 
Shawnee-on-Delaware 

Harry Schuerman, manager of the 
Sherman, set each show a half-hour 
later on account of daylight saving 
time and to make it more conveni- 
ent for the various camps in the 
surrounding territory. 

Westport, Conn. 

} By Humphrey Doulens 


Jessie Bridge back after tour. 
Marian Anderson now living at 
| Mill Plain. 

Mrs. Mark Luescher back 
|, New England. 
| Willie Pogany residing at Norwalk 
| the year round. 

Felicia Sore! in Norwalk hospital 
| for appendectomy. 

Max Gordon weekending here to 
, catch ‘Little Dark Horse.’ 
| Clifton Webb gave luncheon 
honor of Geraldine Farrar. 

Grace Moore to Cincinnati to sing 
| ‘Tosca’ for the first time (27). 

John C. Wilson at Gloucester last 
week to stage revival of Somerset 
| Maugham’s ‘Our Betters.’ 
| Sheila O’Connor, the late Mrs. Wil- 
|liam K. Vanderbilt’s private secre- 
| tary, has opened a restaurant here. 
| Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
| opened their summer concert tour in 
| Philadelphia’s Robin Hood Dell (21). 


from 


in 


|Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y,, will be | 


|} next Monday (28) 


go- | 


called off at last minute by Spanish | 


| in the audi-| 
EFA finished ‘Candida Millonaria’|torium at Pocono Manor Inn, Pocono Soundies as a 16-mm. comic. 


Johnny Messner’s orch at Saylor’s 


Hollywood 


Ned Marin laid up at home with 

u. 
| Pandro Berman battling pneu- 

monia. 

Duncan Renaldo became an Amer- 
ican citizen. 
| Herbert Marks 
first look-around. 
| Dolores Lee, film actress, sued Al 
' Monsour for divorce. 
| Alan Gordon returned from three 
| weeks on Broadway. 
| Mary Boland paid $10,000 to settle 
an auto accident suit. 

Felix Young reopening the Tro- 
| cadero, his second try. 

Mickey Breen joined Lou Irwin’s 
| agency as an associate. 
' Sol Lesser returned back to 
| desk after a week's illness. 
| Irving Reis back at his desk after 
| three weeks in the wildwood. 
| Sid Silvers divorced and ordered 
| to pay $200 a month alimony. 
, . Raquel Torres settled $52,500 traf- 
fic accident suit out of court. 

Bill Bloecher shifted from the Co- 
| lumbia to Universal publicity staff. 

Charles Starrett recovering from 
| fractured shoulder, sustained in auto 
crash. 

Heather Angel, screen actress, di- 
vorced Ralph Forbes, stage and film 
player. 

Jimmy Broderick moving out of 





in town for his 


his 


Metro’s casting office to join the 
army. 
Katharine Brush, novelist, was 


| granted a Reno divorce from Hubert 
Winans. 

Arthur Donovan is in Hollywood 
breaking clinches in the Billy Cona 
picture. 

Matty Kemp pulled out of the 
Cameo soundie outfit to return to 
film acting. 

Jack Holt’s daughter, Jenifer, 
changed her screen name to Jac- 
queline Holt. 
| Judy Canova filed suit for divorce 
| against James H. Ripley, army cor- 
poral in Hawaii. 

George Sherman, producer-direc- 
tor, to wed Corinne Goldenberg, 
non-pro. Sept. 21. 
| Jane Withers laid up with tonsil- 
| itis, her first illness in her seven 
| years at 20th-Fox. 

Warren William caught 250-pound 
marlin in Catalina channel and has 
picture to prove it. 
| Frank Leahy vacationing here be- 
| fore reporting for work as football 
| coach at Notre Dame. 
| Alex Hyde, orchestra manager at 
_the Metro studio, celebrated his 27th 
| year with Loew’s, Inc. 
| James E, Perkins, Far East man- 
|aging director for Paramount, in 
town for studio huddles. 
| Doris Davenport, film player, was 
| granted a divorce from Garland V. 





| Weaver, still photographer. 
| Al Goldsmith, former Broadway 
press agent, joined Sam Coslow’s 


| Dorothy Lewis skated off for Min- 

neapolis, where she opens her own 
ice show at the Nicollet hotel Aug. 1. 
| J. C..Graham clippered to Aus- 
tralia to represent Fox-West Coast 
interests in the Hoyt theatrical cir- 
cuit. 


Wendell L. Willkie asked Bob 
Hope to emcee tonight's (Wed.) na- 
a unity rally in Hollywood 
Owl, 


George Broadhurst, shunted off the 
| Riviera by the war, is summering in 


Donahue comes in Satur-| Hollywood for the first time in 15 


years. 

Charles Bennett, screen writer, 
| goes back to England in September 
to take a commission in the Royal 
| Air Force. 
| Richard Carroll moved out of his 
writing job at Columbia to become a 
captain in U. S. Signal Corps at Fort 
| Monmouth, N. J. 

Guy J. Newhard, RKO cameraman, 
left for Dayton, O., to become a cap- 
tain in U. S. Army Air Corps Mo- 
tion Picture unit. 
|; Charles H. Wuerz shifted out of 
the theatre operator field after 15 
' years to hook up in the realty busi- 
ness with Phillip Norton. 

Gladys Mensch moved from Walt 
Disney exploitation staff to become 
assistant to Whitney Bolton in David 
O. Selznick organization. 

Robert Hopkins grew homesick 
after 18 months as a gag man at 20th 
and went back to Metro, where he 
had worked for 13 years. 

Herbert Wilcox and Anna Neagle 
called off their Canadian tour and 
leave for New York this weekend 
to catch a Clipper for London. 

Captain Barney Oldfield, former 
VarnigeTy mugg in Lincoln, Neb., 
shifted to Memphis in charge of ra- 
dio publicity for the Second Army. 
| Darryl Zanuck shipping shooting 
|script and _ production stills of 
| ‘Grapes of Wrath’ to Library of Con- 
| gress, at its request, for the library's 
| film archives. 

! Dixon Fox Ryan, president of 
Union College, in Schenectady, N. Y,, 
where Charles Coburn runs the sum- 

imer shows, is casting a scholastic 
eye on the film studios. 

| Ralph Hawkes, London music pub- 
lisher, and G. Cooper of Australia, 
in town huddling over the musie 
situation with Dick Powers, 
ASCAP’s Coast office head. 

Ming Ching Swen, Chinese writer, 
taking a slant at the Hollywood 
|scene as part of the Rockefeller 
|Foundation plan for education 
| through films in the Far East. 
Nicsy Arnstein, under his legal 
| name, Jules Arnold, filed suit against 
(Continued on page 62) 
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OBITUARIES 





LEW FIELDS 


Lew Fields, 73, of the comedy team 
of Weber and Fields, died of pneu- 


monia July 20 in Beverly Hills, Cal. | 


Details in legit section. 





WILLIAM G. STEWART 


William G. Stewart, 74, one of the 
best known comic opera baritones of 
his day and later resident manager 
of the New York Hippodrome, died 
in Glendale, Cal., last Wednesday 
(16). He lived in Hollywood. 

Stewart numbered some 70 operas 
in the repertoire with which he 


toured the country around the turn | 


of the century, one of the best 
known of which was ‘When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home.’ He was 
exec at the Hipp when it was under 
the management of Charles Burn- 
side and, as an authority of Gilbert 
& Sullivan, staged a number of G&S 
operettas there and at the Casino at 
Broadway and 39th St. 

Later, Stewart became stage man- 
ager and assistant to Samuel S. Roth- 
afel (Roxy) when the latter opened 
the Capitol theatre on Broadway. 
He was also an early singing teacher 
of Lawrence Tibbett’s and more re- 
cently, staged G&S for the Federal 
Theatre Project in California. 

Born in Cleveland, Stewart was 
married three times. He had one 
son, Richard, who was a film player 
before his death several years ago. 





JOHN J. McGEEHAN 
John J. McGeehan, 48, for many 
years in film exploitation, died sud- 
denly of a heart attack in a New 
York hotel Thursday (17) night. He 


had been assigned, just three days | 
before his death, to handle the cam- 
paign on the opening of ‘The Reluc- | fj 


tant Dragon’ at the Palace, N. Y. He 
had previously done publicity-exploi- 
tation on ‘Frank Buck’s Cavalcade,’ 
current tenant of the house. 


McGeehan early this year joined | 


the Walt Disney organization but 


had been recently transferred to the | 
RKO payroll and assigned to the Al- | 


bany territory on ‘Fantasia.’ He had 
also worked on the Broadway open- 
ing of ‘Fantasia.’ 

Born in Hazelton, Pa., McGeehan 
started his career aS a newspaper- 
man and later was associated with 
Loew’s, Van Beuren Company, Ra- 
dio City Music Hall and United Art- 
ists. 
two brothers and five sisters. 





LOIS M. PANTAGES 


Lois Mendenhall Pantages, 57, 


widow of Alexander Pantages, died | 


July 18 aboard her soOn’s yacht in 


Avalon Bay, Catalina Island, follow- | 


ing a heart attack while swimming. 


Prior to her marriage in 1907, Mrs. | 


Pantages was a violinist and met her 
future husband when she played in 
his Oaks theatre, Seattle, the first of 
the Pantages chain. 


Surviving are two sons, Rodney, 





operator of Panta ‘es theatre, HOlly- | goog sherman 1A) tea _— | booker for General Amusement 
= 4 risco ) ' 
wood, and Lloyd Pantages, Holly- | Maxie Simon | Bob c stags sais | Corp. 
! Hi Y 2 WNOTA ! ras } = oe 4 
wood correspondent for a London | ,iii), Gymorads | Carole & Sherod Mr. and Mrs. David Chandler, son, 
, at _ . ; } olte ° = F 
paper; and a daughter, Mrs. John tubby Miller | | Noella Storm in Santa Monica, July 13. Father is 
Considine, Jr., wife of the Metro | Bessie Dvorak |Kretlow Gls on Warners publicity staff. 
producer. oa ig pee Bottle | Nut House | Mr. and Mrs. George Curti, son 
z : oye Ox ics ? > . ? 
Services yesterday (22), with en- | Colonial | Sherdin 1 Walker O/} in Hollywood, July 12. Father is 
tombment beside her husband in | Nejson Maples Ore |Joe Klein with Fox-West Coast. Child is the 
mausoleum at Forest Lawn, Glen- |3 Yachismen | George Gregg | grandson of Charles Skouras. 
dale. | Kddie Peyton's pags — ® Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Herman 
Oa i Kay Balfe ? - ee are ’ 
i ae, | Milly Bradley | daughter, in Chicago, July 12. 
RICHARD HILL Sandy MeClintock at —— | Mother is Marguerite Shalett, radio 
Richard Hill, 34, district manager | Mar on Muller ow asis ,actress; father is radio writer. 
for Warner Bros. circuit in Essex | Evergreens gg oe Ore | 
County, N. J., died Friday (18) after ~ alg 8 a grade 
“44 é surke 
a lengthy illness. He had been with | Ray Valance Howard Becker Orc ‘ ’ | 
WB for 13 years, having been | Nancy Gre Mae Harris eep ess 0 OW | 
brought east by Spyros Skouras to Hotel Fort Pitt — —_____—_ (‘ontinued f 2—____ 
set up service staffs in the theatres | Ken Bailey Ore a ne . 
1 ~ « n M hell ew weseeke . 
when the company first went into | Harry Walton Bernard others became interested, but the 
exhibition. | Hotel Henry Yacht Club |} price was never less than $40.000. 
A native of Chicago, Hill started | _ ot Grith H Middleman © Joseph P. Day was commissioned to 
‘ : ees s @ service | ~t8#2 Rucker 4 Masters & Rollins | cha ; 
in the film business as a service (Gay 00’) | take Chiemsee sell] the Cook place, but his option 
employe for the Balaban & Katz | Dorotny "Nesbitt |; Manch Gls |} expired and the sale was made di-! 
chain there. Skouras then took him | Motel Tih Avenue ee on, |; rect. Cook explained that, as his 
to the Ambassador, St. lis, tO in- | Bess Saunde banat “pa *hildr g "eac ritv. tl 
Bag A sgpemnaerin Py Louis, to in Bess Saus lers eae | children had reached maturity, there | 
sta 1e service staff. — Secmsaee tie dis |} Fran Bichler Ore | was no longer much reason to hold 
Joseph Bernhard, chief of WB the- | Beity Donahoe Union Grill | it after occupancy of 17 years. Be- 
jatres, and other executives of the | A! Devin j Art Yagelio | sides, when he accepted out of town 


mm chain, were honorary pall-bearers at | Evergreen Gardens 
Hill | Revelers 


the funeral on Monday (21), 


is survived by his widow and two | Alice Sune 


children. 





CLAIRE MAYNARD 


Claire Maynard, 29, former stage 


and film player, suicided by gas in 
her New York apartment last week 
after brooding for three years over 
the death of her mother. Miss May- 
nard’s real name was Marie Mc- 
Carthy, and she was the daughter of 
James McCarthy, assistant manager 
of the Princeton Club in New York. 
According to police, Miss Maynard 
had attempted suicide before. 

Miss Maynard, who had appeared 
briefly in films after being ‘discov- 


He is survived by his widow, | 


MARRIAGES 


Ella Jordan, non pro, to Boyd 
| Rippey, KFRC sales promotion man- 
ager, in Reno, Nev., July 4. 

Phyllis Turner to Bill Hanmer, in 
: a Detroit, July 15. 
,ered,’ had a meteoric rise in Holly- | ¢4, RKO; he is chief shipper for 20th- 
| weed, ae ore just pees — Fox; both work in Detroit. 
| after a short-lived career there | Savy touise fSunith to Jemes 
|played in ‘Bright Honor’ on Broad- | me” tele 19. ia a hemes Gh 


way in 1936. r ted T Deets 
Surviving. besides her father, is a | a eo for WSTV, S 


brother, a Brooklyn policeman. 





} 


! ' Rosemary Carver to Paul Speegle, 
ers od — lin San Francisco, July 15. He's film 
ALBERT E. BROWN lreviewer for the San _ Francisco 


Albert E. Brown, 73, former owner 
of the Overbrook theatre, Philadel- 
phia, died in that city Monday (21) 
after a long illness. 

Brown was a film pioneer in Phil- 
adelphia. 


| Chronicle. 

Mary Brooks to Henry Jackson, in 
New York, July 19. Groom is west- 
ern manager for Radio Sales (CBS) 
in Chicago; bride is copywriter with 
G. Lynn Sumner agency, N. Y. 

ys Peggy Nelson to Sam Hamilton, in 
EUGENE CINDA GRASSI Pittsburgh, July 12. She's an actress 

Eugene Cinda Grassi, 54, French at KDKA, Pittsburgh. 
composer of the modern school, died Marge Nelson to Nat Nazarro, Jr., 
penniless in Paris recently, accord- | in Pittsburgh, June 26. He's the for- 
ing to a report from Vichy, France, mer vaude and musical dancer, now 
last week. secretary of AGVA in Pitt.; she’s a 

wa CABIN singer. 

Mrs. Georgina Murray Paterson, 86, Janet Fineifein to James Parks, in 
mother of Murray G. Paterson, man- | Chicago, July 15. He’s an agent. 
gg - ~ mage pre co cringe i Kathleen Pinch to Girard (Jerry) 
tra, died July 13 at her home in Tepes, July 12 in Buffalo. He's a 
ree. bandleader. . 








| 


Martin Cassidy, 59, father of James 
Cassidy, special events director of 
WLW and WSAIT, Cincinnati, died 
July 18 in that city. 


Father, 74, of Herman Bernstein, 
legit manager, died in New York 
| Saturday (19), 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George ‘Dink’ Tem- 
pleton, son, in Hollywood, July 12. 
Father is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Denny Beckner, son, 
in Toledo, July 17. He’s an orchestra 
leader: she’s the former Doris Gordy, 
accordionist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Rapf, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, July 18. Father 
is a screen writer; grandfather is 
Harry Rapf, Metro executive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin M. Eisenberg, 
| son, in Detroit, July 16. Mother is 
the former Dorothy Crane, who sang 
with Bernie Cummins’ band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Kuetcher, 
daughter, born in Detroit, July 19. 





George W. Nimms, Albany musi- 
' cian, died in Albany July 16. 


| Bills Next Week 
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| Hotel Copley ving Hotel Westminster 
(Sheraton Room) | (Roof Garden) 

Ore | Jimmy McHale Ore 

Harry Drake Rev 


;} Stuart Frazicr 


Hotel Esse | a ; 
aes | Roof Garden Gls 





Ernest Murray Ore | Alice O'Leary . ; J 
| Billy Kelly 13 Chords Detroit, for the Sam Brown circuit. 
Jack Manning | Hal Freed : : 
Al Lewis betnil) Ghacman, is Mr. and Mrs. Judd McMichael, 
| seein — | Hotel Ritz Carleton| daughter, in Hollywood, July 18.) 
| Rita Henderson | (Ritz Roof) Father is one of the Merry Macs. 
Mary Tudor Count Basie Ore ans 

race aoe | Hazel Scott es Mr. and Mrs. William Snyder, 


| James Rushing 


| daughter, in Hollywood. July 14. 


' 
| International Casino) Father is a Technicolor cameraman. 
(Henri Jobert Ore 


} 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gerlich, daughter, 


Hotel Gardner 
Burt Shaw 
Evalyn Harvey 


Hotel Sheraton The Cave 


| 
(Sky Garden) | Ralph Porras Ore |in Burbank, Cal., July 16. Father 
Don Dudley Ore [oeeg = iva iis a film editor at Walt Disney stu- 
} aniare oriv | : 
Hotel Statler | Jerry & Lillian | dio. 


(Cafe Rouge) iColita & Corral 


| Salvy Cavicchio Ore Phil Barry 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Taylor, daughter, 
| July 16, in Buffalo. Father is WBEN, 
PITTSBURGH Buffalo, announcer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dwan, daugh- 


Anchorage 1 | 4 Sa : pd 
| , ter, in San Francisco, July 15. Pother 


Hugh Morton Ore 


Kennywood Park 
| Herbie Holmes Ore 


Peaches Revue 


Maynard Deane Nancy Hutson | is a KGO-KPO (Frisco) producer. 
| Arlington Lodge one mabe Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Mitchell, 
Phil Cavezza Ore | ; son, in Milwaukee, July 18. Mother 


| was Diana Gaylen, Holiywood film 
‘ghost’ singer; father is executive di- 
|rector of the Milwaukee Municipal 


Baleonades 
John Fontaine Ore 
Biil Green's 


| New Penn 


Gay Carlisle Ore 
} Buddy Williams 


| 
. , | Bobby IL 
¥ lyde = ght Ore’ | Marvella "a May Opera Assn. 
anet ee >= =o . - " 
| Herb Rohrer eer & Norma Mr. and Mrs. Dick Gabbe. daugh- 
| . setty King | 


Boogie-Woogie Club iter, in New York, July 12. Father is 

















Frank Natalsa 
| Mike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Wicked Willies oe eee 
eter iggins 
Hotel Roosevelt | .y "Tay ae au 
| Johnny Kaaihue 4 Antoinettes 
a “ be alae | West View Park 
ote ‘m Penn | en watt . 
(Continental Bar) jot Bavese Ore 


dates, the care and expense were 
hardly worthwhile. 

Cook bought the property for 
about the same price it sold for, 
but, with the furnishings and addi- 
tional ground purchased for the golf 
links, he estimates the total invest- 


Sam Sweet 


Zelda 





ye | Vivian Blaine the furniture and furnishings go to 
Vanda “lying Jeehees ’ ’ eo . 

| Escorts | oun Waniraes the new owners, Cook removed two 

| van loads full of personal items, 

including costly silver service, 


Ranny Weeks, maestro at Boston's | 
Club Mayfair, spends daytimes act- 
ing as radio director for the Massa- 
chusetts Committee on Public Safety 
and joined WEEI recently as civilian 

| defense reporter, with several pro- 
grams weekly, 


amounting in all to $50,000. 

Comedian has had a yen ito open 
a cafe in New Jersey for some time. 
During the trip to the west he will 
look over various establishments 
with the idea of avoiding the errors 
of other restaurateurs. 





ment to have been $200,000. While | 








| 








| Chatter 





| Continued from page 61 Z 





| spiracy to oust him from his real 
estate business in Beverly Hills. 

Louis B. Mayer, owner of the most 
expensive horse breeding establish- 
ment in California, threatened to 
pull out of the racing game when 
questioned on the witness stand dur- 
ing an investigatien of alleged stimu- 
lation of horses. Mayer's final words 
on the stand were, ‘well, I'll be out 
of racing soon.’ 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Bob 
nitery. 

Father of Jack Kelly, M-G sales- 
man, passed away. 

‘Hay Fever’ is current Log theatre 
(strawhatter) bill. ; 

Manny Gottlieb, Universal district 
manager, in from Chicago. 

University of Minnesota Playheuse 
presenting ‘Ah Wilderness.’ 

Irving Gillman, former local indie 
exhibitor, off to Omaha to join RKO 
sales staff. 


Ben Blotcky heading delegation to 
Paramount divisional sales’ meeting 
in Chicago. 

Sherman Dryer, University of Chi- 
cago radio head, visiting father, 
Harry, local exhibitor. 

Following in footsteps of dad, Or- 
pheum manager, Bill Sears. Jr., tak- 
ing position as assistant manager of 
St. Paul Strand theatre. 

Fred Ableson, local Universal 
salesman for northern Minnesota, 


Zurke orch into Curly’s 





/ rent sales’ drive. 

Annual roller derby starts at Au- 
| ditorium July 25 with Harry Hirsch 
and Tony Stecher, burlesque and 
| wrestling impresarios, respectively, 
| as local promoters. 
| St. Paul Auditorium starting an- 
|; Other summer season of 50c pop 
symphony concerts with 70-piece or- 
chestra plus singing and ice revue 
once a week for eight weeks. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Father is operator of Dexter theatre, | 


| John Freinstein, of M-G exchange, 
has joined the army for 52 weeks. 
Betty Smiley, the singer, has quit 
| KQV for a berth at station WCAR. 
Sid Dickler back to Al Mercur as 





| 








She is an inspector | two former partners, charging con-, attending sister's high-school gradu- 


ation. 

Gertrude Ball, of the Republic ex- 
change, and Gaylor Murray, of 
Washington, Pa. wil! be married 
Saturday (26). 

Colored cast of ‘Green Pastures’ at 
Playhouse has organized dramatic 
group and will present ‘Porgy’ in 
in September. 

Shirley Brown, Madelyn Ward and 
Norma Shea going to Cohasset, Mass.. 
next month to appear in Charlie 
Gaynor’s revue. 

Mountain Playhouse at Jenners- 
town doing “Thing Called Love’ this 
week with Clay Flagg and Norma 
Bianchi in leads. 

Jackie Heller has left Yacht Club 
for a few weeks to play Meadow- 
brook in St. Louis and Burlington 
«Ont.) Inn, latter a return. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





About 70 nabes in St. Louis will 
hold aliminum matinees today (23). 

Ray Mathis, Anderson, Mo., mull- 
ing idea of erecting a new 500-seater 
in his home town. 

Harry Crawford, manager of the 
Ambassador, back from New York 
where he once trod the boards. 

The Lucas Theatre Co., Oak Lawn, 
Ill., is asking for bids on a new 
$175,000 flicker house in Oak Lawn, 

Employees of the St. Louis Amus. 
Co., and Fanchon & Marco are stag- 
ing weekly softball games in local 


finished fifth in entire United States | parks. 
in first lap of his company’s cur- | 


Harry Redmond, manager of Bala- 
ban & Katz's Majestic in East St. 
Louis, laid up in St. Mary’s hospital 
in the same town. 

Jack Kraft now hitting Missouri 
and Illinois towns for Producers’ 
Releasing Corp., which has a local 
branch exchange. 

Ted Straeter, who has just com- 
pleted his fifth year as choral direc- 
tor of the Kate Smith radio program, 
visiting his mother here. 

The NYA orch of St. Louis, under 
the baton of Herbert Van den Burgh 
gave concert on roof of the YMHA- 
YWHA building before capacity mob. 


Garavelli’s restaurant in the west 
end sold to August Sabadell, cater- 
ling manager of Hotel Chase. Joe 


|Garavelli operated the place for 


led 
-f 


| years. 


Nut Club’s p.a., replacing Kay Balfe. | 
Harry Rachieles’ lad, Leo, will en-! 


ter Oberlin Conservatory of Music | 


| in the fall. 

Kap Monahans—he’s the Press 
drama editor—are back from a Cana- 
dian holiday. 

Glenn Riggs, NBC announced and 
| formerly of KDKA, here to see his 
folks for a week 
| O. K. Farr, owner 
Ballroom in Denver, 
| over some bands 

Vocalists Penny Lee and Jerry 
Scott re-signed by Don Bestor for 
three more years. 

Bob Laux has quit the Warner 
publicity office for a spot with the 
Koppers company 

The Art Englands (she was Helen 
| Abelson) are home from a Colorado 
| Spring honeymoon. 

Joe Feldman, WB advertising 
chief, and the wife and kiddies off 
for Hollywood by ear. 

Harold Kay and his bride. the 
former Jayne Goodman, are honey- 
mooning in California. 

Harry Kalmine will be general 
chairman of Variety Club’s 13th an- 
| nual banquet next fell. 

Billy Catizone and his foursome 

| home after six months at the Broad- 

moor, Colorado Springs. 

Band leaders Herbie Holmes and 
Benny Burton both got their draft 
questionnaire last week. 

_James Kalos, manager of Harris 
Newsreel theatre, home again after 
a plane trip to the Coast. 


here looking 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


of Rainbow | 


; Evens traveling 
| his 


Melba Gaines, whistling singer at 
the Fox a few years ago, is now Mts. 
Larry King. She's copyrighted a 
ditty tagged, ‘I'm in Love With a 
Dream.’ 

Jack Brashear, former manager of 


the Aubert, a St. Louis Amus. Co. 
nabe, and Melva A. Stapp, trailer 
booker for the National Screen 


Service Co., wed last week. 

Variety Club tossed farewell din- 
ner and presented Harold D, ‘Chick’ 
luggage on eve of 

Cleveland where 
manager of 


departure to 
he assumes duties as 


Loew's State. 


| sales 


Eugene Campione, 18-year-old vio- 
linest, scored in solo at last al fresco 
concert of the St. Louis Little symph 
at Washington U. Hans Lange com- 


pleted his sixth consecutive season 
as conductor. 

The Capitol, Waterloo, Il, re- 
lighted under the management of 


Tommy Tobin, who has interests in 
the Roxy and Esquire, East St. 
Louis. House has undergone com- 
plete facelifting. 

Ben RobbinS, manager of the local 
UA office, returned from regional 
conclave in Chicago where his 
branch won first prize in the Group 
B division of the Arthur W. Kelly 
drive. Robbins copped $1,000 
for himself and each of his salesmen 
snared a two-week salary bonus. 
They are Jimmy Gregg, Ray Curran, 


| Eddie Ashkins and Ray Wiley. 


Donald Buka, local actor who was | 


discovered by the Lunts. at the Red 
~—s theatre this summer. 

Jave Smith, assistant manager o 
WB's Sheridan Square, and Thelnea 
Juli will be married Aug. 9. 

‘Rochester’ (Eddie Anderson) unit 
with Dick Stabile-Gracie Barrie set 
for Stanley week of July 25. 

_Joe Sala has decided 
Chico going all summer. cancelling 
plans for eight-week closing. ' 

Exhib Elmer Dattola Tine an- 
| nounced engagement of his daughter, 
| Aurora, to J. Alfred Panza. 

Ernest Stern, son of Norbert Stern, 
| who operates Drive-In Theatre. to 
| Mavo Clinic for observation. ; 
| Bill Lewises—he’s 
local drama crix—celebrated 
46th anniversary the other day. 

Bill Kramer, the restaurateur’s 
son, now in the non-commissioned 
officers’ school at Aberdeen, Md. 
_.Variety Club will picnic at West 
View Park Aug. 21, proceeds going 
to its pet charity, Camp O'Connell. 

Andrews Sisters sang a few songs 
,at the recepti6n following Carolyn 
Lieberman-Gerry Goldberg wedding. 

Shirley Brown, Carnegie Tech 


their 


| drama grad, going to Cohasset, Mass., 
;}in August for Charlie Gaynor revue. 
Bob Finkel, scripting Range Bust- 
j ers pix, returned to Hollywood after 


the dean of) 


The singing of ‘The Star Spangled 


Banner’ before and after perform- 
ances in the Municipal Theatre 
i Assn’s al fresco theatre in Forest 


Park by both performers and audi- 


|}ence was inaugurated Thursday (10). 


It will be 


season. 


followed throughout the 
Formerly the band played 


| the national anthem before the foot- 


to keep E] | 


| 
! 


| 
| 


lights went up. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 





Show business fair at the b.o. 
South Africa suffering from over- 
dose of cinemas. 


Mrs. I. W. Schlesinger returned 
from the States, leaving son at Har- 


| vard, 


| 





Matheson Lang, British actor, and 
wife in South Africa for duration of 
war. Staying in Durban. 

‘Men of Boys’ Town’ pulled ca- 
pacity at Plaza, Cape Town. Spencer 
Tracy and Mickey Rooney popular 
favorites here. 

South African government may 
prohibit ‘excessive’ theatre-building 
during war. Rhodesian government 
banned new building, including cine- 
mas, while war exists. 


ig silg A. 
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CURTAIN GOING UP 





lo, was given a fair tryout here to- 
night (Monday), with first-night 
difficulties blurring the punch and 
perfection of a character study of a 
veteran actress attempting a come- 


ck. 

Constance Collier, handed a ter- 
rific role, had not mastered all her 
lines by opening night, but she had 
grasped her character with an un- 
derstanding and verve that offset her 
occasional hesitant delivery. By the 
weekend this one should shape up 
much more aS a Broadway possibil- 
itv than it did tonight. ; 

“yarn concerns the old-time star 
hiding bitterness of a runaway hus- 
band for several years by pretendihg 
to ‘thumb her nose’ at the world, 
but when a young author reads her 
a play that characterizes herself, she 
wants to do it for a comeback. A 
wealthy mutual friend of hers and 
the author backs the production. Re- 
hearsals go badly because she has 
trouble in getting up in her lines, 
and the notices are not too kind. 
Learning that the author is the il- 
legitimate son of her husband doesn’t 
help. Because he idolizes her, he 
wants her to try it in America, but 
she sends him away to a waiting 
American producer who wants to 
star his own wife. As play closes 
the vet star is making terms for a 
repertoire of classics with a new 
backer—an English pub-owner and 
sweepstakes winner who has ad- 
mired her for years from afar. 

Standouts in supporting cast are 
Violet Heming, as the loyal, wealthy 
friend who helps the veteran star 
through the lean years; Ethel Morri- 
son, grabbing every possible laugh 
from her role of life-long maid and 
confidante; Gloria Stuart, making 
her character of the sincere and 
competent younger ,actress sparkle; 
Philip Huston and Melchor Ferrer, 
as backer and playwright, respec- 
tively; Clark Alexander, as a dis- 
traught director steering a rough 
course through rehearsals interrupt- 
ed by the aging star, and Roland 
Hogue as the sweepstakes winner. 

Second-act scenes of rehearsals on 
bare stage clicked best, but with 
more rehearsing the other two can- 
tos would be more stirring. 

Fox. 


LITTLE DARK HORSE 


Westport, Conn., July 21. 

Comedy in three acts adapted by Theresa 
Helburn from the French of Andre Bira- 
beau. 
ting by John Koenig. Presented by Law- 
rence Langner, Armina Marshall and John 
¢. Wilson, in association with 
& Curtis, at Westport Country 
July 21, ‘41. $2.75 top. 
MURAD i ens éouwnaee Lillian Brennard Tonge 
Br. BOUdet ssc ccvenedeeves William Hansen 
Lauise Monfavet........- Katharine Warren 
Madame OnZain...cccecccesss Evelyn Varden 
CMCMOPING. 2c 6c un 000006600606 6:0.504 Anita Magee 
Jean-Pierre....... esceeees..- Raymond Roe 
Patrick. ......ccsccccccccseee amond Abel 
Madame Vellenaud..cccccces:> Hazel Hanna 
Madame Monfavet...c.seees-- Muriel! Stari 
Bmil Ongain.....cccoccesces- Walter Slezak 
Noel. .......cccccccecee RUdOIPh Whittaker 
Francois Monfavet........... Eric Dressler 





Theresa Helburn’s sympathetic 
adaptation of Andre Birabeau com- 
edy, intended for New York entry 
by Blackwell & Curtis, did not im- 
press aS a Broadway potential in 
first run-through at Lawrence Lang- 
ners’ playbarn. Sock first-act tag 
gave audience high hope for the can- 
tos to come, but, after the initial 
snapper, ‘Little Dark Horse’ is just 
a thin spread of the key idea—the 
effects on the family of a father who 
made the mistake of miscegenatin’ 
during a stay in Africa. 

Theatre Guilder Helburn has han- 


dled the delicate subject with care, | 


but the mixture of kids, from 15 
down, with such material does not 
classify as normal entertainment. 
Chief entertainment value of West- 
port break-in was excellence of 
character playing, notably Walter 
Slezak and Evelyn Varden in fea- 
tured roles. 

Set in provincial pre-war France, 

show spends most of first act getting 
established. Francois Monfavet 
(Eric Dresselr), father of three 
youngsters, is thought near death. 
His wife (Katharine Warren) and 
her domineering and shrewd moth- 
er (Miss Varden) have learned that 
Monfavet has been supporting a boy 
at a school in a distant city, and they 
send Uncle Emil, middle-aged bache- 
lor tied to the mother’s apron 
strings, to bring the illegitimate child 
to the deathbed. The kid shows up 
for the curtain—a colored boy. 
__ From there on it’s a case of fam- 
ily reaction. The youngest Monfavet 
wants the little Negro to stay. The 
rest prepare to ship him back with 
Emil. After a second act almost 
wholly devoid of feel, the third 
brings two compelling scenes be- 
tween the father and his outside 
son, and, later, between father and 
senior son. 

William Hansen effectively over- 
plays the family medico, bothered 
with his own ills. Katharine War- 
ren’s believably cold as the wife, 
Dressler’s right as the father, and 
Muriel Starr ditto as the soft pater- 
nal grandmother. Raymond Roe tops 
the juveniles as older brother to 
Anita Magee and Hazel Hanna. And 


Strawhat Plays 


—aan Continued from page 60 


Directed by Donald Blackwell. Set- | 


Blackwell | 
playhouse, | 








Rudolph Whittaker’s likable natural 
as the little dark horse. 
Workmanlike direction by Donald 
Blackwell. The John Koenig inter- 
iors properly provincial, the small 
Westport stage being used to the 
maximum. Elem, 


MR. NAZI 


Kennebunkport, Me., July 18. 


Play in three acts (four scenes) by David 
©. Woodbury and Hal] Martin. Staged by 
Erford Gage; setting by George Hill. Pre- 
sented by the Garrick Players under the 
aegis of Robert C. Currier at the Kenne- 


bunkport playhouse, Kennebunkport, Me., 
July 17, ‘41. 

Ok ee Karen van Ryn 
Oscar Venable.......... .--.Leslie Ranscom 
 * ee Kenneth Forbes 
Isabel Rheinhart............. Olive Dunbar 
og ere Roberta Dixon 
RO ere Claude Marks 
Sk GEORMIOR, 66 ceseeveeaecrs Robert Perry 
Sen MEU sos 6 s00s acess ndhennetias ln ae 
WEE 6 ccc ccavesceecsa Harry Townes 
Pe bis eutedcss cds avess Wyman Pendleton 





The intention of the authors, David 
Woodbury and Hall Martin, does not 
begin tc show through this play until 
it is almost half over. ‘Mr. Nazi’ is 
evidently supposed to be a satire, or 
burlesque, on fifth-column intrigue, 
but it is a particularly uninspired 
example of the kind of play it is 
attempting to parody. Erford Gage’s 
direction and the acting both fail to 
heighten the script’s absurdities. By 
the time the play becomes obviously 
a spoof, the audience is too confused 
to enjoy the comedy complications to 
the full. 

The story deals with Nazi activity 
among the faculty of a boarding 
school just outside Washington, 
where the students stumble on a plot 
to blast Congress and the President 
to bits by means of a newly-perfected 
death beam. As might be expected, 
the Gerfman instructor who spouts 
openly about Nazism turns out to be 
an FBI man on the track of the real 
Nazis. Whole idea of mass assassi- 
nation of the President and Congress, 
while too ridiculous to be taken seri- 
ously, is in questionable taste. How- 
ever, the notion of poking fun at spy 
and counter-spy melodrama may 
have _ entertainment possibilities, 
quite apart from ‘Mr. Nazi.’ 

Harry Townes, as the FBI investi- 
gator, contributes a standout acting 
job, with Robert Perry, Kenneth 
| Forbes and Nel King especially ef- 
| fective among the student contingent. 

Karen Van Ryn, Leslie Hanscom and 
| Claude Marks handle other impor- 
| tant roles. George Hill’s school of- 
fice setting is neat and pleasant. 
| Paul. 














New Theatres 


Continued from page 5 


Federer, but dark six months. En- 
tire cost said to be nearly $100,000. 

Tri-States, of Des Moines, bought 
Rivoli and Oil City at Falls City. 

Arnold Meierdiercks opened new 
Pix in Pender, Neb., 400-seater, air- 
conditioned. 

E. L. McCartney, ex-Weeping 
Water (Neb.) barber, purchased 
| North Bend in North Bend, Neb. 

Detroit’s Addition 
Detroit, July 22. 

Cohen Bros. circuit acquired the 
Town, formerly operated under a 
vaudfilm policy, from Jack Broder, 
who shuttered it several weeks ago. 
The house, the former Orchestra 
Hall site, will again be remodeled 
for opening in the fall on a first- 
run (B pix) and possible stage show 
| basis. 
| Suburban area here will get two 





building a 1.000-seater in Rochester 
and the Circle-Midway Theatre 
|Corp. constructing new Edison i 
Dearborn. Latter will also house a 
bowling alley, soundproofed. 


Raceland, La., Addition 
New Orleans, July 22. 
The Rex, Raceland, La., near here, 
opened recently amid much fan- 
fare House which seats 600, was 
dedicated with speech by mayor and 
town officials following parade 


'through principal streets and other | 


doings. Owner is Mrs. R. T. Ken- 
nedy of New Orleans; manager, Ar- 
nold Bell. 





Tri-States’ 1,000-Seater 
Atlanta, Texas., July 22. 
B. R. McLendon of Tri-States plans 
to open his latest house here, the 
New State, on July 24; seats 1,000. 





Austin, Texas, Revamp 
Austin, Tex., July 22. 
Louis Novy, city manager of In- 
terstate, made following changes 
among personnel here: Earl Podol- 
nick to manage the State and the 





Queen; Francis Vickers, assistant 
manager of the Queen, and Harold 
Novy, assistant manager of the 
State. 


Joven, Viuda y Estanciera 





(Continued from page 30) 
dramatic, but plenty of comic situa- 
tions help, especially those played 
by Segundo Pomar and Pepita 
Munoz, both popular in Latindom. 

Mecha Ortiz, one of the most pop- 
ular of Argentine stage, screen and 
radio figures, puts understanding 
into her role, creating a sympathy- 
winning character. Herrera has 
presented her carefully and location 
shots on an estancia, together with 
local color that includes genuine 
criollo songs, gaucho feats, etc., are 
likely to give the pic interest not 
only for the rest of Latin-America 
but for the States as well. Santiago 
Arrieta is outstanding in the support- 
ing cast, especially in the dramatic 
scenes, and Iris Portillo turns in a 
good job as the camp girl. Photog- 
raphy is excellent although sound is 
occasionally over-blatent. Ray. 











Literati 


Continued from page 60 


of the St. Louis’ Post-Dispatch 
(Pulitzer Publishing Company) died 
of infirmities of age at his St. Louis 
County home last week. 

Leland Jamieson, 37, Eastern Air 
Lines pilot and author of two novels 
‘Attack’ and ‘High Frontier,’ died re- 
cently in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Tommy Aijtken, 55, for several 
years salt water fishing editor of 
Outdoor Life magazine, died recent- 
ly in Miami, 














CHATTER 
David J. Manners, film and stage 
actor, has authored a first novel, 
‘Convenient Season,’ which Dutton 
has just brought out. 


Marjorie Mills, WNAC, Boston, 
cooking expert, celebrated her 25th 
anniversary as Boston  Herald- 
Traveler writer on household sub- 
jects and her 17th on air. 


C. Carlton Hartly, publisher of the 
Greenfield (O.) Daily Times, has sold 
the weekly Fairfield (O.) Times at 
Lancaster, to Malcom S. Forbes, 
formerly of Englewood, N. J. 


Roy D. Moore, vice-president and 
general manager of the Brush-Moore 
Newspapers, Inc., Canton, O., has 
been appointed chairman of the Ohio 
Defense Savings Committee by Mor- 
genthau. 


Cedric Adams, Minneapolis news- 
paper columnist, is in the hospital 
with broken ankle. Equipment im- 
mediately was set up in his room to 
permit him to broadcast from a mike 
in his bed. 


Clifford B. Ward, member of the 
editorial department of the Fort 
Wayne (Ind.) News Sentinel for the 
last 18 years, has been named man- 
aging editor, succeeding Arthur K. 
Remmei, resigned, effective July 21. 

Allen Saunders, who writes con- 
tinuity for two comic strips, Chief 
Wahoo and Mary Worth’s Family, is 
a candidate for membership on the 
Toledo (O.) Board of Education. He 
was former drama critic for the old 
Toledo News Bee. Merrill Pheatt, 


took out the petition and is among 
his sponsors. 

Grover W. Fleming, publisher of 
| the weekly American Examiner, has 
been arrested and jailed in default 
| Of $3,000 bond after he pleaded in- 
|nocent July 16 of a charge of crim- 
|inal libel filed by Mrs. Elda Unkles- 
bay, Cambridge, Guernsey County, 
O. She charged that Fleming pub- 
|lished a false and malicious libel 
concerning her last June 20. 


| Fort Wayne (Ind.) Editorial 





lof Labor affiliate, has been organ- 
|ized by employees of the News Sen- 


| dent, and Herbert R. Miller as vice- 
president. Other officers are Louise 
Roemer, recording secretary; Fred 
MacFeely, secretary-treasurer, and 
| Sagane W. Craig, sergeant-at-arms. 














me | 
. | 
Mex Mirage | 
| _____ continued from page 53 


ties as a result of these contracts are 
dealt yet another jolt. They are 
singularly fortunate when they can 
retrieve all of the $250 (Mex.) ($50 
U.S.) repatriation bond that Mexican 
law demands must be posted by all 
transients, other than tourists and im- 
migrants. Only too many U. S. per- 
formers who go broke down here 
are handed mere bus fare to Laredo 
or other border points. That is in 
strict accordance with the law as it 
now stands. The statute specifies 
that the bond is for ‘repatriation’ 
iand repatriation means sending the 
bonded back to their native land. 
But Laredo and other border points 
are a long way from Chi and New 
York or where most of these un- 
lucky artists were contracted. 




















publicity director of WSPD, Toledo, | 























OLYMPIA, MIAMI 





dummy named Looie. Even a cow- 
boy getup fails to disguise similarity 
between pipes of this wooden waif 
and those of McCarthy, but he’s good 
for a howl nevertheless. Real hit, 
though, is a briefie with an unbilled 
sepia dummy that lights up. Might 
be the angle with which Cross can 
really score. 

Statler Twins are blonde tapsters 
who make up in optic appeal what 
they lack in footwork. 

With Charley Chay on vacation, 
Harry Reser has taken over the 
house band. Vet maestro handles 
duties with surety, and gets plenty 
out of this 12-piece combo. Leslie. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 19. 
Dinah Shore, Jim Wong Co. (5), 
Peart Robbins, The Huberts 
Wally Brown with Annette Ames, 
Felice Iula House Orch (13); ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ (RKO). 





Following a three-week shutdown 
for renovations, Izzy Rappaport re- 
opened this consistent vaude indie 
this week to s.r.o. on opening day. 
Current layout has been adroitly 
selected and nicely routined for 
maximum returns. 


House orch is ably sticked by 
Felice Iula on stage, with Wally 
Brown smartly emceeing in addition 
to doing his standard comedy turn 
with Annette Ames later. Nice 
pacesetter is opening slot for Pearl 
Robbins in a brief but punchy ses- 
sion of toetapping. The Huberts 
follow with their comedy stew 
knockabout and mugging. 


Given a buildup by Brown, Dinah 
Shore takes hold with smartly de- 
livered, stylized vocals which in- 
clude ‘These Are the Things,’ ‘Hut 
Sut,’ ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
‘Daddy’ and ‘My Sister and I,’ all in 
the groove and a cinch for a begoff. 
Nicely gowned and of sure stage 
presence, singer has much to recom- 
mend her and is a natural on any 
layout. 

Brown follows with his own con- 
tribution, utilizing his familiar, halt- 
ing style of delivery and keep his 


material moving at a good clip. 
Diminutive partner, Miss Ames, 
helps considerably in ‘crossfire 


clowning and closing vocal and get- 
away dance. Leads into nice spot 
for the acrobatics of Jim Wong Co., 
which closes. They’re a hand-getter. 
Burm. 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 





Atlantic City, July 20. 


Andrews Sisters, Johnny 





| House Reviews 
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(2), | 


Burke, 
Condos Brothers (2), Gloria Gilbert, 











Sharkey the seal, children’s theatre, 
and three films. 

When caught at the opening show 
Sunday (20), the feature film was 
taken off in order to present con- 
tinuous vaude for waiting weekend 
crowds. Six shows skedded that day, 

Carter. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





British troops fighting in Syria, a 
listless resume of the pro-Axis re- 
bellion in Iraq, some ragged clips 
from British navy cameramen show- 
ing an attack on Nazi supply boats 
and a brief once-over of the Mos- 
cow-Berlin row top this layout. 

Among the more notable hash are 
Paramount’s reels on the British 
naval attack on Nazi supply shins 
and a quickie summation of the 
British-Russ mutual] assistance pact, 
Universal’s closeup of Russian mili- 
tary leaders receiving medals in 
| Moscow, same reel berates the bomb- 
jing of Alexandria, Movietone’s in- 
vasion troop maneuvers in England, 
Churchill speaking, and News of the 
Day covering U. S. marines arriving 

;}in London. 
Welcome relief from trite coverage 
; that follows is furnished by Para- 
mount. Tagged ‘Salute to U. S.,’ it 
is the British edition of Paramount 
News covering Fourth of July exer- 
cises in Britain this year. British 
announcer’s voice and whole content 
of the British Isles edition are re- 
tained, 

Tex McCrary’s theme is that 
powerful radio voices have been in- 
strumental in recent world affairs, 
citing Roosevelt, Hitler and Churchill 
as leaders in the art of swaying 
people via the airlanes. He also 
contrasts these ith others who have 
been none too successful with radio 
speeches, including Wendell lL. 
Willkie, Herbert Hoover, Mussolini 
and Alf Landon. 

Par shows Ickes blasting Lind- 
bergh, while Universal covers the 
Minneapolis ‘Aquatennial,’ an Ar- 
lington Park horse race and a plug 
for Sea Island, Ga. Same newsreel 
grabs chuckles with its yarn on 
Clemson U. ROTC cadets staging a 
mock takeover of a southern mu- 
nicipality’s government. Pathe grabs 
|a closeup of Secretary of Navy Knox 
sketching the navy’s future program. 
| Par chips in with neat coverage on 
| the army bomber crackup near Ma- 
dera, Calif. and a good neighbor 
| clip on U. S. bombing plane arriving 
_in Buenos Aires for navy _cere- 
monies, Wear. 


Mols. Baffled 


| em continued from page 5? 





























badly beaten up during slot machine 
raids on suburban night clubs. Pro- 
prietors were arrested and the gam- 
| bling devices confiscated. In one 


| Peggy Kraft, Gae Foster Ballet (16),| night spot visited a crowd jumped 
| Ben Yost Singers (8), Dick Dana,| on the minister and beat and kicked 


| Pinkie Lee, Bobby Morris, Ryan and 
Benson, Walter Morton, Music Hall 


Orch (9); ‘Man Hunt’ (20th). 





Headed by the Andrews 
| this a well-balanced bill. 
Much handclapping and whistling 
| greeted appearance of the sisters for 
| their opening number, ‘Beer Barre] 
Polka,’ ‘Daddy,’ ‘Boogie 
Bugle Boy’ and ‘Apple 
Time’ also got prolonged cheers. 
Johnny Burke, in his standard 
doughboy monolog, kept this audi- 
ence in howls with his running ac- 
count of everyday happenings of the 
doughboy. He’s dressed appropri- 
| ately. 
Music Hall manager Frank Elliott 





program around a musical 
revue theme and title, with house 
f Ben Yost 
serving as 


|line of Gae Foster Girls, 
| Singers and minstrels 


spersed. 

‘Shoulder Arms’ is the title of this 
week’s show. Foster girls carry out 
the idea with a lively drill number 
| while wearing snappy costumes of 
red blouses, short blue velvet skirts 


| and white hats. 


Following this. the Yost warblers, 


iin well-fitting olive drab uniforms, 
| warble a medley of patriotic songs, 
America.’ | 


ending with ‘God Bless 
The crowd was stirred to spontane- 
ous applause, and as they kept sing- 
ing they were joined by the Foster 
girls in khaki skirts and blouses, plus 
overseas caps. It makes a good clos- 
ing number. 

Gloria Gilbert, in pale blue danc- 
ing costume trimmed with silver se- 
| quins. pleased the crewd with her 
whirling dancing. The Condos 
| Brothers scored heavily in a tap 
| number. Peggy Kraft does an okay 
| tap accompanied by some twists and 
| spins. 
| Much of the comedy is supplied by 
ithe minstrels with Dick Dana and 
| Pinkie Lee holding spotlight. Latter 
| have much larger spot this week 
| than usual, and got good resnonse 
| with dizzy song in which audience 
|took part. In addition to vaude, 
| Steel Pier offers Tommy Dorsev’s 
| band in Marine ballroom: circus with 
'Christiani’s ecrohots. woter cornivel 


Sisters, | 


him, a deputy sheriff intervening. 
| The owner of one club was charged 
with third degree assault in connec- 
tion with the attack. He and other 
| proprietors also were charged with 
| operating gambling establishments. 

| Local theatre men are wondering 
| what effect the sensational develop- 


Woogie} ments will have on night life here. 
Blossom | This night life, with its numerous 


| : 4 
| counter attractions, is believed to be 


| plenty tough opposition for theatres. 

Cleveland Drive 
Cleveland, July 22. 

| Cracking down on night clubs that 

| have been running after legal hours 





As-| follows his usual system of building with gambling setups, Sheriff J. M. 
. ~ | . . . . ‘ | ra 
new houses’ with Charles Stearns| sociation, an American Federation | V2ude 


| Sweeney’s blue-coated crew forced 
itheir way into Emil J. Nemec’s 


| Rockside Club last week in one of 


in| tinel, with J. E. Bouillet as presi-| background, stellar acts being inter- | the biggest raids of the year. 


Six slot machines and a large 

quantity of likker were confiscated 
by deputies, who broke down front 
| door. 
Newspapers claim there are about 
| 125 of these clip spots«in town, but 
| getting the evidence against them is 
| difficult. Rockside is the third one 
|knocked off in the last week, and 
| with a slot machine charge hanging 
| over Nemec’s head, the rest of the 
|jernts are voluntarily pulling down 
the curtain in a hurry. 





St. Louis Pinch 
St. Louis, July 22. 

Mayor Matt Fogerty of University 
City, a residential suburb just west 
of St. Louis, last week doubled as 
police magistrate just long enough 
to plaster a fine of $200 and costs 
‘against a nitery operator for after- 
| hours liquor sales. 
| Cops testified they visited the 
| Varsity Club, owned and operated by 
{Sam Iaconneti, at 2:45 a.m. on June 
|14 and found a flock of patrons drinke 
ling although the closing hour had 
passed more than an hour before, 
The nitery operator denied making 
any sales 
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> WHEN A 70 YEAR RECORD 
> COMES TUMBLING DOWN! 


» Jt is a source of tremendous 
satisfaction, of course, to the 
attraction .... | 


» PHIL SPITALNY 


AND HIS ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 
THE HOUR OF CHARM 


» which drew TEN THOUSAND— 
the greatest attendance in 


Seventy Years to Chautauqua, 
N. Y. on July 1l.... 


» —with a single exception—the 
appearance of President 
Roosevelt there in 1936! It 
is a privilege and distinction to 
be second only to the President. 
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